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IN conſequence of the dying requeſt of 
the worthy Author of theſe Sermons, 1 have 
read, with attention, moſt of his manuſcript 
Diſcourſes for the Pulpit, and have ſelected 
this Volume for Publication. I hope eve 
attentive and pious Reader will join wit 


me in thinking that it contains much excel- 


lent Yluſtration of the moſt important Doc- 
trines of our holy Religion, and the warm- 
eſt Exhortations to the Love of our divine 
Redeemer, and to a Converſation becoming 
the Goſpel. If theſe Diſcourſes are condu- 


cive to the ſpiritual Intereſts of Mankind, 
the Deſign of the Author (who is now be- 


yond the reach of applauſe and cenſure) and 


the ardent Wiſh of him who recommends: "i 
them to the attention of the Public, ſhall be 


fully accompliſhed. 


Fdinburgh, 
June, 1793- 
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ACCOUNT OF THE AUTHOR, 


Taz lives of moſ individuals ſet. 


dom afford materials for an extended nat. | 


ration; yet we wiſh to collect, and preſerve 
every fragment relative to thoſe whoſe me- 
is dear to us, and who have been uſe- 


mory 
ful in advancing Bio intereſts of religion; 


and promotin god of mankind, As 
the Author the following Sermons was- 
well known to many, it is hoped this ſhort 


fetch of his life will not be unacceptable to 


the Public. 
Mr. David Grant was- born in the month: 


of April, 1750, in the pariſi of 3 
within the bounds of the P tery of 


Auchterarder, in the County of Perth. His 


parents were of reſpectable character. In his 
early yauth he received a common education, 
without any view of his en 
miniſtry,, To the. kindneſs ang; attention 
offriends he was afterwards indebted for a 
more liberal education. Having acquired. 
2 competent knowledge of the principles of 
the Latin language, he proſecuted his philo- 
ſophical ſtudies at St. Andrews, and about 
the. year 1772 Conn 4 ſtudent in 
divinity in the univarſityx of Edinburgh. 
During the courſe of his l tudes, 
he was employed as one of the Teachers in 


Watſon's Hoſpital. While he was in this 


into the 
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by the Preſbytery of Edinburgh. Soon aftery a 
he e a Sermon preached on a General 


Faſt, 1779, entitled, © The living Manners 


of the Times, and their Conſequences, toge- 
« yether with the Motives to Reformation;” 
which met with a favourable reception. 
Having remained for ſome time in Edin- 
burgh, he received a call from the diſſenting - 
Congregation in the Groat-market, New- 
caſtle, which he accepted; and was ordained' 


paſtor of that meeting in the year 1781. In 

this place, he was an uſeful fervant of Jeſus 

bed. and by many of that Congregation 
I» 

after he was fixed in chis charge, he publiſhed 

a Sermon, preached at the beginning of the 

year, 1782, on the neceſſity and advantages 


of religious conſideration.” This, and the 


Sermon preached on a General Faſt, are re- 
publiſhed in this volume, as they are not to 
be found, but in private hands. In the year 
3583 he married Miſs Mills, fiſter to Sir 
Thomas Mills at London, by whom he had an 
only ſon, whois ftillahive, and now an orphan. 


For not long after the birth of his child, he 


was vilited with a fore afllition in the loſs of 
his wife, who died in April 17853 a loſs which 


ſat heavy on his heart, and probably laid the 


foundation of thoſe complaints which, in 4 
few. years, brought him to the grave, in the 
prime of life. About this time, he publiſhed 


x 2 volame of Sermons, which was ſo accept» 


able that a ſecond edition was ſoon found to 


be neceflary.. It was in ſome meaſure. owing 
to the favourable reception this publication 


met 


will long be held dear. Soon 


—Selw a ar. as wn a od. an. fe; os 
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met with, that his friends have been asse 5 


to offer another. volume of his Sermons to 


the Public; which they hope will be Na 
with pleaſure and advantage. 

After labouring for ſome time at New: 
caſtle, in the work of the miniſtry, he was 
ſettled at Etterick in May, 1786, and on the 
14 of December, the ſame year, was traſlated 
to Ochiltree in the County of Air, to which 
he was called by the unanimous voice of that 
pariſh, Previous to his ſettlement at Ochil- 
tree his health ſeemed to be rather on the de- 
cline; but he was able regularly to diſcharge 
his miniſteriat duties, till towards the end of 
the year 1790; when he was violently ſeized 


with aſthmatic and dropſical complaints, from 
which he never recovered. Reſigned to the 


will of God, and in the bleſſed hope of a better 
world, he departed this life on the 16th of July 


1791, in the 42d year of his age, and the 1 1th of 
his miniſtry; much and juſtly lamented by his 
friends, and by all who with well to the 88 


reſts of region. 
right in his intentions | 


He was 
animated-in his addreſs; and cheerful in con- 
verſation. He had an enlarged knowledge 
of mankind. which he improved for the great. 
purpole of rendering his miniſterial labours. . 
more uſeful. His piety was unaffeted; and 
his mind ſeemed to be ſtrongly impreſſed with 
an habitual ſenſe of divine Providence» in 
every occurrence of life. In his public dif- 
courſes he paſſeſſed à warmth and vi 
which teſtified that the truths he ſpo came 


rem the heart. He was much ele e 


eee 
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Bis pariſhioners, among whom he laboured 
with unwearied diligence; and if it had pleaſed 
God to have lengthened his life, he would 
have been an eminent mean, under the divine 
bleſſing, of turning many to righteouſneſs, 
and of eſtabliſhing and building them up in 
the faith of the goſpel. The writer of this 
ſhort memoir ſhall long remember the loſs he 
ſuſtaired by his death; and, in narrating 
theſe particulars, cannot but drop a tear to 
the memory of a friend whom he loved and 
eſteemed. 9275 | F 
Among the Author's papers were found the 
manuſcripts of the following Sermons, which, 
from their being bound together, and from 
what he expreſſed 2 little before his death, 
it is ſuppoſed he intended to have publiſhed. 
They wert however left unfiniſhed. Ihe 


g Egclitor has uſed the freedom of making a 


„add them, if they had been pubüſhed dung 


few neceſſary additions, and what alterations 
in ſenxences ſtrict propriety required. In 
theſe circumſtances, the Public will not ex. 
pect that accuracy, which would have mark. 


the Author's life time. The preceding Re- 
commendation - ſuperſedes the neceflity of 
ſaying any thing farther, than expreſſing 
an carneſt wiſh, that they may be beneficial 
in promoting the intereſts of piety and mo«- 
rality,” To make up the volume, the Sermon 
preached on the occafion of tis death is ſub· 
joined, to which the reader is referred for a 
more e1:larged account of his character. 
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When Feſur therefore bod ritfved: the vinexdhy 
he ſaid, It is finiſhed : and bebowed bis head, 


; N 14 zenunõο,j * 


1 ledge of hiſtory, of art, and of nature“ if we know 


« not God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; whom he 
& hath ſem; whom to know is life eternal!“ The 


I. through faith in the blood of Chriſt, is a ſubject in 
| which we are moſt deeply concerned: but no part of 


which Jeſus was placed, when he. received the vine- 
gar; when he ſaid, © It is finiſhed ;”” when he bowed 
his head, and gave up the gholt ! 


In diſcourſing on theſe words: 1 mean, by dividh 
aſſiſtance, to ſhew what was finiſhed when Jeſus 
us bowed his head, and gave up the ghoſt ; N 
| . with an improvement of the "ſubject. 


K-46 His ſufferings were finiſhed, as an neee 
08 for, fin. . Theſe words, * It is finiſhed,” cloſed the 


ed; as making his foul an 0 ng for ſin.” His 
| conflicts were now over; his agony of ae * an. 
guifh of bu! were now ended. 


| 
TY 
From the manger to the role? from the inn * 


"nued ſcene of ſuffering and debaſement. He no 


he ſuffers rejection and poverty. There is no rool 
tb of a ging i in the inn! This was 'thi® 
ning of his 
cloud. of afſliction and miſery thitker 
id thicket #round his ſacred head; and gfar im 
5:4 _ a man ef ſorrows and I 

ef,” When a child, we find him 
IF! —  tefentment to Herod: he is exiled t 
[ V domned to Hive in obſcurity and 


[1 He commenced his ref where e's 
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table indeed are all kinds of knowledge—the know! \ 
knowledge of the goſpel, and the way of ſalvation 


that knowledge can arreſt our attention, can engage 
our hearts, ſo powetfully as the awful ſituation in 


W ſcene of his ſorrows, « is imivegef God and afflict- 


Bethlem to Mount Calvary, his life was one conti-⸗ 


ſooner makes his vox * on the ſtage of life} ag 


rrowsz and the longer he live} 


Den T i= 


e as 


He was then labouring under the-greateſt, diſtreſs 2 | 
mind. He forgot the calls of nature, while he w 

deeply concerned about the eternal ſalvation of Ris 
people. Was not David in the moſt deplorable cir- 
cumſtances, when he forgot to eat bread ! How 

was the diſtreſs of Paul, when he faſted three: days? 
This is the natural effect, when grief of ſoul and a 
burden of ſorrow prey and ſit heavy on the heart. 
Now Satan was permiiteg to fill the mind of Jeſus 
with all the diftreſs—to attack him with all the 
tations that ever poſſibly. could befal ay man, 70 
want and hunger enfeebled his bodily frame. 

his anguiſh was ſo great, his temptations ſo dreadful, 
the travail of his Gul ſo bitter, that he did eat no- 


thing until the * 1 over, and the 


Tempter left an. 
men 2 kind, more humane, to the Savie rh 


orld ? Oh no | « He came to Tp | 
n received him es - He Vee Leddes 24 


35 | 2 
oy | : but the — e * is | 


our o 
and his 


1 top got to mention, 1 O'S: 
8 — days he ſpent; what labo 


t, before he entered, 


him, as our ſuffering ſaretys "Iu ere his * 8 0 
and was in — — N the ese 
and the feelings of name: But, in order tb 


ſeringi of) Jeſus may receive the keeneſt 1e t 
called to carry om * a eyes m 


&. 
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titude, and to bear our reproach and ſorrows even in 
Jeruſalem. Through thoſe ſtreets he had honoured 
with his preſence—through thoſe ſtreets where he 
had taught his heavenly doctrines, he is 'obliged to 
carry his croſs. In a city where he had performed 
His aſtoniſhing miracles; over which he had ſhed fears 
of ſympathy ; he is treated with mockery and deriſion. 
Is Jeſus led as a lamb to the ſlaughter—as the vileſt 
malefactor? No deſert, no ſequeſtered ſpot, as his 
— 0 pr nyt is ones for him: the eyes of 
multitudes muſt give neſs and poignancy to all 
this afflictions. gr ning: wife As 
Mark, likewiſe, the cruelty and ingratitude of his 
enemies. Miracles he might work; tears lie migh 
ſhed ; ſalvation he might proclaims: but for theſe is 
returned every infult that could Wound à feeling 
Heart. When does the ungrateſul mind of your ſel- 
low creature aſſſict you moſt ? Is it not when you are 
called to witneſs proofs of his unkindnefſs, qaſt when 
you have heaped favours, undeſerved favours on his 
ad? Was not this the caſe with the compaſſionate 
Redeemer of men? Scarce an Hour paſſed ver his 
head without ſtretching forth his hands to Them 
N No day paſſed without ſeeing him UEnotgel t 
Ir beſt "intereſts. But in return, when the 
ded ; when they were called to keep the Pals» 
ve: they are more intent to imbme therr hin 
innocent blood, than to kill the Paſehal Jiajnb { 
I be painful to ſuffer with mean and a 
charaQters; if it increaſe our grief to be h o 
level with the moſt abandoned of — » 4/4 — 
ly docs), chis malicious eireumſt au d not for-- 
Fs by hi#wicked enemies; «© N erucify him be- 
« tween two thieves.” To ſuffer will great and honour- 


7 7 


able characters, gives a dignity and grandeur to dif. 
. . refs; it mitigates and ſoftens the pain we are called 

to endure ; imparting a noble elevation to theiſpirits, 
and a firm courage to the heart. But, Chniltian ! 
7 * 1 + i * you 
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you ſee this alledetiog circumſtance is denied your 
ſuffering Redeemer. 
The text reminds us alſo of an important und eſ- - 
ſential part of his ſufferings—the death which he en- 
dured. He was now finiſhing his obedience unto 
death; even the death of the croſs—an accurſed, pain- 
ful, lingering and ſhameful death. The croſs is laid on - 
the ground; he is thrown backward u mon it, He, as 
thelamb of God abou to offer himſelf for ſim, lies there 
with heaven eſs —His ſacred hands are 
ſtretched out to eceive the nails. Thoſe hs, 
which had been laid gn the children of diſtreſs to 
bleſs them, now ſtream with blood. Satan alſo, ac- 
cording to the firſt prophecy, muſt © bruiſe his heel.” 
His ſacred feet are now fa ned with nails, and tor- 
tured with excruciating pain. The croſs is erected s 
his whole weight hangs by the moſt tender and feel= + | 
ing parts of the body; he appears naked and hows, oh #$ 
to all. Now the ſtorm, that had been gathering 18 
long, burſis upon him from on highs Now Dafrond 4 
of Jehoyah is awakened againſt the mi that. bis 
fellow. Now 3 directed all * Bad tury | 
againſt him. emies on. ever nd 
him. Pain, and agonies in Cares Atte N. de 2 
parting moments: „ This was the hour 3 
0 2 5 prince of darkneſs.” Now he ſhewed, all 
7 and al ity to the ſuffering Son A 


The ingenuity men and devils is 2 WY 
Lucißegd with him, ate aw in y 
away without any additional marks - Tg A 
but bis hours of ſorrow muſt be ,crhbi fare nn 

riſion, muſt be ſharpened with a mock th 
with repeated inſults! A noble, 2 god £- 2 
have ſmarted indeed. Derivon, n aa inſult 8 
brook ? eſpecially when received from the hands of 
an enemy. It i * not enough, that thoſe Hands which 
ſupport t ' pillars of heaven; that thoſe feet which 
pack ®. n on the powers of hell, are*nailed to. 


** not enough 1 that his hole ech "x 
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"SERMON I 
Lf Lich ſtripes, with wound with blood. His every 
1 ſenſe muſt be an openin 1 Verh, of ſorrow... 
[| His eyes were tovitneſs rom the croſs the 1 itude' 
If of the multitude, the Sally of his enemies, the dejec-: 
tion of his friends, the tears of his mother to ſet hex!” 
heart pierced through with many ſorrows] His c 
vere to hear the blaſphemous lan of and 
reproach ;- of cruelty and malice: His ſenſe of taſte | 
was to be gratified with gall u That head, 
which is adored by the angelic world, whoſe nod - 
heaven and earth obe , is tortured and diſgraced with 
ee of thorns. Hi . that had been often. wet 
e i ne 

now wet with blood. * 3 

But all ie not yet finiſhed. We have deen the outs. 
fide. of his ſufferings. only; we have ſeen but the ma- 
licious arm of man exerted againſt him: he muſt be 
mitten of God and afflicted. © It pleaſed Jehovah to 
n þbruife him 22 ut him to death,” as an atone" 
ane for fin : 46 18 not to on] . 
but to deliver him ho ths death 2 
all.“ ut who can deſcribe what the Saviour ſuf- 
| 1 the juſtice of God laid on him the cha- 
ements öf our peace; when he bore our fins, eren 
s puniſhment of them, in his own body on the 
&e ? Think, but for a moment, what puniſhment an 
ite number of fins, committed by a multitude of. 


ich no man can number, —— 
=> and good God, deſerved ; * 
neden of the mental beings 
Lord.” As he voluntarily ſtood in the room of 
= as a ſu . «curls; he as what 
they deſerved to ſuffer. But we are expreſely aſſured 
r h of God abideth on every one that be- 
neveth nel in him to the ſaving of the ſoul. If the 
, and laid on the 


of muſt not this awful part of the puniſh- 
Dei of God — be likewiſe transfers to 


ee nt furety. What the Gnner ought to bear, 
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dra een, While 


| that Seribes, Phariſees, Judas, ſoldiers, Pilate, wit- 


he td I. 


dreadful ouble of mind ? Ye; his garments are roll, 
ed in blood. The ee e garden js bedewed 
and fapikied with ſweat.. 11 was not the ij 
es of the e thus covered his body 
ſible marks of . but à lively ſenſe of the 


pace Jehovahs that was, from the heads. of fi- 


ners, transferred to his own. He bote, at that 22 
the fins of an elect worldz in his own body on the 
ves the puniſhment due to the . was inflict- 

him, at this awful trying hour, when he 
a0, «It is finiſhed 3” when he bowed his head, and 


gare up the ghoſt. Our apoſtacy conſiſted in our firſt. 


repreſentative and head forſaking God: God puniſhes 
this ſin, by forſaking for a ſeaſon the a Adam, 


who is the Lord from heaven. The comforting and 


.refreſhing--ſenſe of che divine preſenoe was with. 
ſus Eried, „My God, my God, why 
« Halt thou forſaben me? — I wonder not it the 
cowardice of my diſciples ; are. men, timid and 
irre ſoluteʒ the Jews are cruel and relentleſs; _ devils 
delight in malice ; But why haſt rh forſaken mo? 
Haſt thou refreſhed and fo pported the faithful in 
their trials; haſt 43 forſaken me?“ Jeho- 
vah, ſuſtaining the character of the great Laws 
giver, withdrew. his tous ſmiles, and thus ſharp- 
.ened the Saviour's ſufferings. God: forſook him, in 


1 A way inconceivable by us, and thus frowned on fin 
i thifaferings of the Saviour of finners. God for- 


foo und * ſpared' not his een Son; that he u 
«he juſt, a ink. yet the juſtifier of the ungodly. ” "a 
this eventſut moment we need not marvel, if d 
earth trembled; the rocks rent; if the grayes were 
opened ; if the ſun was darkened ; and the veil of the 
temple divided from top to bottom For, all that Hea- 
vyenzequired ; all that earth and: hell could do; all 


neſſes, thieves, executioners could do; was done, when 
Jeſus ſaid, It is finiſhed ; when he bowed his head, 


and gave the ghoſt. 
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er that all 
us in the O 


_ Ladies this 2 
flicts commenced in the 
hended the ruſſian 
ed. 'This e 
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*The 


propbeſied | 
3 ee I ES. | 


But how was he to be taken? He is to be fold 
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* picves of filver, the A : 
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he appeared, but what was the ſubject 1 et: 
phecy: The _ 


OE Noted veel 4 


e head 


worthy of a 


. r « Phe 


* and the rulers — 4 counſel 


in a thouſand way 
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Kuen z. 1:28 
tes delt When the 


9 them for the pot 
22 mackinations of his enemies were made | 
by the attack in the garden, his diſciples w 

Muck with conſternation, and filled with diſmay. 
They forgot the cauſe of their maſter, and conſult 


their '0un okay by flight. Zechariah, by the {ame 
12 FED prophecy, beheld the cowardly deſertion.of 


ples; “1 will ſmite the ſhepherd, and and the 
5 hall be ſcattered.” But is the ſhepherd to 


remain unhurt ? Is be to meet with no abuſe, with 
no perſonal ny; « All the that ſee me, laugh we 


if truſted on the Lord that he would 


«to ſcorn e out the lip; they 
46 hes r let him deliver him, ſeeing he 


BY ighted in him.“ Theſe ate the words of Davi 


22d Pſalm, who writes more like an eyange "oj 


than prophet Jeſus is to be ſcourged; to 
. upon: is to give his back to the ſmiters. '- beg 


not,“ ſaith Ifazah, © my face from ſhame and from 
« ſpitting.” Is fo rude and diſgraceful an ation 
particular Rogan 5; Yes; that the Ga- 
viour of men might de known by the, com 
meanneſs and of ory meeting in his character; ang 
that he might uh pf ey on in the world. Were 
there deep 2nd ſcrious deliberations among the ruleys 
of the people to cut him off? Were their determina» 
tions-cruet and rg David foreſaw theſe, 
fore Pilate or his jadgement- 
gs of the ke ny. 
er again | 
againſt his anointed Ws What was the 


«Lord, and 


reſalt of their — Is the Saviour to mere 


mercy ? He is to be put to death; becauſe prop 
had Eid: « The Meſhah ſhall be flain.“ But he 
might have been 3 a thouſand inſtruments, and 
They might have. ſtoned him; 
y. might have fawn 2 Nor: they might hav 

um to death in ſecret. But one mode is p 
Pee out: Like as Moſes l fted up the 
4 * _— 


_ wo” Vu wr * 


® Bw oe a md fad fn a mm cc.anoacc .a_ oo... 


— — — 
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« ſerpent in the Wilderheſe; "fo thall the Son of dan 
« be lifted up.” But how is the Son of Ged to be 
lifted up? How is he to expire? He's to beexrendeds = 
and nailed to the curſed tree; becauſe the Plalmiſt' 
had forctold: * They have yore 6h 895 
feet. 

Is he to fuer alone, or in what | 
die? He is to expire between two thieves. 

the wicked,“ faith Ifaiah, “ was he nu 
Where was he lifted up ? Where was his hands and ; 
his feet pierced 7 Where did he receive-the-vinegar ? 
Not in — 1 of Wa vie — in the market 

lace. h cauſe prophecy had pointed aut a 
different foot: He wed — without tha gate 2 
On-Mount Moriah was the Lord to a 

It is not enough, that the mode, the manner, the 
company, and the place, are mentioned; the rai- 
ment where with he is clothed, i is not deemed unwor- 
thy of prophetical notice: © They divided wy . 
« ments, and pn my veſture caſt lots. 

When his conflicts were finiſhed, when bis breath 
departed; he hung a ſpectacle of wo, between heaven 
and earth, at the mercy of the Jews. But they who 
eretted the croſs ; they who ve the nails; have 
not the courage to break a bone of the Saviour's body. 
The language of prophecy ſtood in the way, aud i 
muſt be fulfilled: © Not a bone of him ſhall be: 
« en,” ſaid the Plalmiſt. But is their fumy wrecked, © 
Is their malice ſpent ? Is their cruelty at an end 
No; the ſpear muſt be drawn; it muſt yet 2 
ſacred fide. Why is this needleſs, unavailing cir- 
cumſtance of cruelty permitted ? The Saviour is als. 
ready dead; Why t * him with the ſpe 4 
It was that the words of Zechaziah might be f 
They ſhall look on him whom they have — ” 
He was to be the exact * firſt Adam 
Blood and water were to = 4 | 
which he was to Many 
himſelf ; by Which 


5 8. 4, 


8 * 
—_— 6 


— — —— — 
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finiſhed,” the types 


2 finithed: they became fignificant, and were 
.% him who is the end of the law for righte- 
6 t was in the dark volume of rites and of ce- 
ies, that tbe Jowe nnd of better ehings t9.000h 
But when Jeſus received the „ he was about 


vinegar 
to put an end to that darkneſs which had for 7 
Sered the altars, the ſhew bread, the mercy ſeat, 
and the holy of holies. From before the 
"the Sun of Righteouſneſs, who- was about 
theſe ſhadows 
Conjecture, Joubtfulneſs, and 
uncertainty were no longer to hang over the diſpen- 
ſations of grace. Theſe: were to be removed, and the 
diſtoveries of heaveg made known 


the 
face 
ariſe. with healing under his wings, 


were to flee away. 


clear and 


by the Son of God. His dewh, though 
_ within 


darkneſs, was to thfow a 


e When he received tho vinegar, b and laid, Þþ 
and inſtitutions of «Moſes 


ut to 


ſurrounded 


light on 


the chunſels of God, to illuffrate the intentions. of 


bis wiſdom and-merey, and fully 


hood of Aaron, had not Chriſt appeared 


de world, jo Put away lin, by the facrifice of kim» 
When God: was menifefied 5 in the fleſh, 3 


6 the tabernacle, the waſhings, and puri 


che temple, the ſprinklings and facrificed* 
The time was now ar- 


rived; which Daniel ſaw intholy viſion, when & the 


their final accompliſhment.' 


the 


1 to interpret the rites 
dd inſtitutions of Moſes. Unintelli gible would have 
deen the inſtitutions of Moſes, unmeaning 


in the end 


« Meſhah ſhould confirm the covenant, and cauſe the 


t ſactifice-and oblation to ceaſe; when; theſe ſhould 
be all fulfilled in his death. r 
he gave meaning to the 
8 3 e 


head and gave up the ghoſt, 


2 to ſix their 


s rer ens een BF 


$E @MON 1, 25 
to commemorate paſt deliverances, a to cheriſh. and 
— alive their of a coming , and a ſpi- 
ritual ſalvation. Paſſovets AAN. eaten: 
many lambs, morning and evening, had been, 2 
according to the tment of 94 7 


theſe ſacriſices, theſe types were fy 
all ſuperſeded ; + For by the 71 
« ance for all, he made an end 
« in an everlaſting ri oſs.” it was now, 
when Jeſus ſaid, “It ĩs that the high prieft's 
conduct, recorded, Lev. xvi., in making expiation f 
the fins of the people, received its clear and full in- 
terpretation. Do. you ſee. Aaron-laying 2 
r u ſee him making ce 
of the goat that was + fn offering? | Do-wn ton 
him forinkling the blood of this ſacrifice on the mer- 
cy: ſeat, for the fins of the e? Caſt your-eyes;to | 
he crofs of Chriſt, and ſee very part of tranſacy 
tion accompliſhed in the death of Jeſus, - You may 
now lay your hands by faith on Chriſt, asf is. your | 
fin offering, and confe your tranigrelians. > fox 145 i 
the great atonement for ſm, _— 
The blood of thouſands of rams, if dro a Un- 9 
connected with the death of the Son of God, who is 
facrificed for us, never did, and never could atone for 
we Gn. In them we ſee him as a lamb ſlain from 
e ſoundation of the world, Do you heheld Aarog 
in his prieſtly garments, confeſſing all the . af the, 
people? Do you ſee him, by this ſolemn. act, 1 77 
fzrring all their guilt, and Lying: it on the Fl 
the ſcape-goat ? Do you ſee this goat« led into 


wilderneſs never to return? And what was Jin $ "he 
ing when he received the vinegar? 2 * 1 
ing your fins, in his own body, on the 

not carrying: them * eee 
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where they ſhall never be found? Was he not ex- 
piring under the transferred puniſhment of all your 
guilt, (when he bowed his head and gave up the 
The goat that was flain, ſtrikingly prefi- 
423 a crucified Redeemer. The goat 
afar off, may repreſent a living and 
or, departing from our world, cat- 
rying away Ache guilt, as well as bearing the puniſh- 
ment of our tranſgreſſions. 

I might Muftrate many other types that were now 
accothpliſlied by the death of Jeſus, when he bowed 
his head and 4 up the ghoſt ; but let theſe ſuffice 
as more immediately connected with the great event 
we are called this day to commemorate . I proceed 

ore to ſhew, | 


. That all the ptocites! made dyaGod of mercy to 
his church, reſpecting the appearance, ſufferings, 45 
death of the Mesa, were now “ finiſhed, when he 
© bowed his head, and gave up the ghoſt. ” 

Paul informs us, Rom. xv. 8. Th hat Jeſus Chriſt 
*« was a minifter of the circumciſion, for the truth of 
« God, to confirm the promiſes made unto the fa- 
« thers; and that the Gentiles might glorify God for 

his mercy.— All the promiſes of God, in him, are 
a, and in him, amen.“ The apoſtle aſſures us, 

Ain iii. 18. that the death of Jeſus ought to be con- 
ere in this light : “ Thoſe things which God be- 
« fore had ſhewed, by the mouth of all the prophets, 

e that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, he hath ſo fulfilled” Let 
us attend to ſome of theſe promiſes, which God had 
made to his church, and were now accompliſhed and 
confirmed by the death of Jeſus. 

Was he promiſed to his church as the ſeed of the 
woman who ſhould bruiſe the head of the ſerpent ? 
that is, who ſhould defeat and finally overcome the 


ſubtilty 8 of Satan. Do you not ſee the Son 
* Preached on a Communion Sabbath, 


of 
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.of. 
"Utai'bearing telti-. 
mony to the truth; as a teacher cont from God, 
fealing it with his blood; as the faithful and true wit- 
neſs? Did God promiſe to give him for a covenant ; 
to make a new covenant with the houſe of Iſrael in 
his day? Did he promiſe that he would © be merciful 
« to their unrighteouſneſs, and remember their fins 
© no more; that he would be their God, and they 
« ſhould be his people?“ By the death of Jeſus do 
you not ſee all this fulfilled? When Jeſus received the 
vinegar, “Was he not redeeming you from thegurſe 
* of the law, being made a curſe for you, that he 
might reconcile you unto God by his croſs ?”. Be- 
hold now that blood ſhed on the croſs, * which 
« cleanſeth from all fin.” Hath God promiſed to 
ge a new heart? Hath he * to put his ſpirit 
within you? Hath he promiſed to pour out upon you- 
a ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication? Hath he promiſed#- 
ſtrength ſuited to every duty? Hath he promiſed to 
guide by his counſel while here, and afterwards to 
receive you into his glory? Hath he promiſed that 
thoſe that be planted in the courts of God ſhall bring 
forth fruit in old age z that he will revive the ſpirit. 
the humble, and revive the heart of the contrite on 
Behold Jeſus on his crols, as the pledge of all theſe. | 
promiſes being accompliſhed to you. His finiſhing | 
the work that was given him to do is the beſt, the 
ſureſt charter you can plead, briag to a mercy: 
ſeat. Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered that therpromaſes of Yah © 
vation might be preached in his n ig al 
tions. Well does an apoſtle reaſons bar 
e ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up u-. | 
* to the death for us all, how will he not with han 
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« freely give us all things ?* Look at Jeſus receiv. 
ing the vineg#; hear him ſaying, It is finiſhed 5? 


and you behold him as the ſeed of Abraham, in 


whom all nations ſhould be blefſed—blefied with 
the exceeding great and precious promiſes of God. 
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nue I ae had receivedithend 
12 be ſaid, ee and be _— *. 


* . ve e i . ; 
5 sk We 8 an event which. fall 9 
1 beld in everlaſting remembrance, Jeſus, the 


3 don of God, for our ſakes, condeſcended ta bee 
man. 1he Word was made fleſh, and taberna 
Jamon His life on earth was one contin 

„track of aff affliction and'forrow ; yet he perſevete ; 
his noble and generous deſign, till he could fay with Kr A 


triumph on the cxoſs, „It is bnythed ox it 
th 

2 . © many ſons to glory, to, make the Captai 

eas bowed his head and gave up: the 9 9 5 

now =y II. The prophecies. reſpeQing his death. 


4.7 I © came bim, even, God the Father, for = 
_ © 1 I © falration perfect through ſufferings.” 

ſufferings were kpiſhed, as an FIR for fit, $4 
R MH were n ited ©; W La, 5 e 


all things; and by whow are all 1 in ain Ke 
It was pr WY 63g to ſhew what was fini 
| 10 the pain of bis body, all-the-agonics of his ſouk, we 
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in the law, the prophets, and the Pſalms, conetrn- 
ing him, now received their full accompliſhment, 
II When he received the vinegar, and ſaid, © It is 
$4niſhed,” All the types and inſtitutions of Moſes 
Were finiſhed. His death gave meaning and impor- 


7 . tate to all the rites and facrifices that conſtituted 
| "the di 


vine worſhip in former ages. All theſe were 
now finiſhed. IV. All the-promiſes of God, as the 
God of merey and grace to his church, reſpecting the 
appearance, ſufferings, and death of Jeſus were now 
finiſhed, when he bowed his head- and gave up the 
ghoſt. Theſe we endeavoured to illuſtrate in the 


preceding diſcourſe: we now farther obſerve, 


V. That the demands of thedivine law were finiſhed, 
ining effects of ſm. removed, and a firm foun- 


da laid, of “ great conſolation“ to every true 


behever, -< when Jeſus bowed his head and gave up 
s the ghoſt.” - | | MI 
The law had early pronounced “ death to be the 
« ages of fin.” Mankind are conſidered by the Goſpel, 
as guilty before God, as chargeable with tranſgteſſion 
of the law, which is holy, juſt, and good. That Put» 
niſhment, in caſe of diſobedience, they muſt bear; for 
to it, as offenders, are they obnoxious. It is not con- 
fiſtent, as appears from the goſpel, with the truth and 
holineſs of God ; with the honour of his moral go- 
vernment, to pardon fin without the ſhedding of blood 


without full reparation being made by an ataning 


ſacrifice. It is enough to ſay that God has not done it, 
and therefore it cannot and could not be done. Men 
might indeed have been led to entertain thoughts in- 
jurious to the holy character of God; they might have 


taken the moſt ample encouragement to ſin, if gene- 


ral and unconditional mercy had been publiſhed, and 
the ſinner not directed to look to a bleeding Saviour, 
as a curſe and ſacrifice for ſin— to his death as mag- 
nifying, not mitigating, the law and making it honour- 


able. If the Lord were to mark iniquity, the po 
Foy | col 
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could not fland before him: He muſt ſubmit to the 
ſentence of death. But the wifdom of God ſets on 
foot, and the mercy of God reveals, the only &xpedi- 
ent by which he could ſhew himſelf juft and yet the 
juftifier of the ungedly. He detefimined to redẽſm at , _ 
fave finmers by the ſubſtitution of his Son in their room 4 
and ſtead. Here ſhines forth the grace and mercy of 
our God. © He ſent his own Son, made of a woman, 

« made under the law, to redeem ſiuners from the 

« curſe of the law, by being made a curſe for them.” 
Jeſus Chriſt accordingly appeared in our nature. He 
voluntarily ſubſtituted himſelf-in the room of ſinners 
that by his obedience to the divine law, by his ſuſfer- 
ings and death, he might confer on them, inſtead of 
death, eternal life.“ Truly the Son of Man goeth as 

te it was determined,” ſaith Chriſt himſelf, Luke ii. 
22.—determined by Ged, determined by himſelf, to be 
put to death as an atonement for fin. Often did he 
ſay, © 1 muſt work the work of him that ſent me? 
That work was to ſuffer and die for fins not his 6wn; 
to ſave us from our fms; to put away fin by the ſacric 
fice of himſelf; to diſplay the evil of fin; to difcover 
the hatred God bears to it; and to point out the ruin 
and ĩſſue of it to an impenitent and unbelieving world. 

« If Chriſt had not finiſhed” this work, ſays Flas 
vel, “ fin had quickly finiſhed all our lives, comforts 
and hopes. Without the finiſhing of this work; not 
« a ſon or daughter of Adam could ever have feeri the 
« face of God.” He who knew no fin, was made Bd 
for us, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him. —He hath redeemed us to „ by his. 
blood, out of every kindred, and tg 2nd: pebplch; 


« is he that condemneth? It is Chriſt that died, 

law cannot now pronounce the ſentence of de with © - 
you. It cannot exact its demands both from the $% - 
riourand the ſinner. If he ſuffered the penalty;youthet . 


: 9 


1 


believe in his name muſt go free; and 1 
make you free, you ſhall be free indeed.“ If your 
ſurety has paid your debt, the law of God, as a killing 
letter, will not, cannot in juſtice, demand it from you. 
775 we not take up the language of the prophet and 
ay/: Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, ſaith the 
« Lord; ſpeak comfortably to Jeruſalem, te!l her that 
* her warfare is accompliſhed, that her-iniquityis pats 
% doned.” Do you fee Jeſus now bowing his head 
and giving up the Ghoſt ? Do you by faith hear him 
ſaying, © It is finiſhed ?* He who ſeeth the ſony and 
believeth on him, is delivered from all fears of con- 
demnation, and hath peace with God. He can now 
plead the Saviour's death in room of his own; he can 
now rely on the Saviour's obedience as the ground ani 
title of his obtaining eternal liſe. With pardon he 
receives every needful bleſſing and grace which weak. 
ens the love of fin; and deſtroys its power in his heart; 
ſo that he ſhall at laſt be holy and without blemiſh...., 
Connected with this pardon is a ſenſe of the 


' warmeſt gratitude to his Saviour, that will conſtrain 


him to a cheerſul and growing obedience; that will 
make him bring forth much fruit to the praiſe-and 

lory of God. Connected with this pardon are the 
influences, qirections, and teachings of the Holy Spi- 
zit, that will lead him on ſtep by ſtep to the higheſt 
attainment and comforts in the divine life.“ For by 
te this one offering which the Saviour finiſhed, on the 
* eroſs, he will for ever perfect them that are ſanCtified,! 


Vl. The power, ſubtilty, and oppoſition of Satan 
were now finiſhed; and brought under perſect ſubjet : 
tion to the power of our Mediator, © when he bowed 


.* his head and gave up the Ghoſt.” 


A It became the captain of our Salvation to be made 
« perfect through ſufferings.” A great part of this 

fection, as Mediator, conſiſts in power and dam 
nion. He came into the world with the expreſs in- 


vention to deſtroy the works of the de vil. 14 Through 


« death 
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« death he was to him that had the powet bf 
death; that is the devil.” When he faid, * It is 
« finiſhed,” he was ym 
making a ſhew of on his croſs; and, amidſt 
death and darkneſs, was triumphing over them, 5#- 
tan plotted his ruin and death, that he 2 defeat 
the end of his people ——— but he fell 
emiſſaries ever fince, into the - —— he had digged. 
By the 1 1 rary death whi brought on the 8on 
of Got ught eternal — — all 2 mali cious 
ſchemes 4 — the falvation of finners. «© When Je- 
« ſus bowed his head and gave u the ghoſt, as Me- 


« diator, there was given unto him a name, above 


every name; that in the name of Jeſus every knee 
« ſhould. bow of things in heaven and things i in N 
« and things under the earth; and every Nr 
« feſs that he is Chriſt the Lord.“ By his Heath; he 
acquired a right to the keys — of hell, He 
now holds the whole infernal world in fetters which 
no power can break. Satan now is bound in chain 
which the great gy alone can lengt 
ſhorten, as — good unto him. All the 
and malice of his — hoſt are ſubordinate to the 
ſupreme dominion of Fefus. Satan may till go 18 
and down the earth as a lion; he may 
oppoſe the defi * into the 
world ; but all his attacks ſerve 3 the 
intereſts of his kingdom, and to ih the 
of his omnipotent arm. He now liveth 4 king fo 
ever; * he laugheth in heaven at the vain efforts 
his enemies. He carries a tod of vengeance, with 
which he can daſh them to pieteg See a beautiful 
deſcription of this, Rev. xx. f, 2, 3. „ And I ſaw an 
« angel come down from heaven, having the key of 
© the bottomleſs pit and a great chain in his hand. 
And he laid hold on the dragon, that old ſerpent, 
* which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound. him 
% thouſand years, and caſt him into the Hottomle 
« pit, and that him up, and * a ſeal upon mY that 


g principalities and powers, 


hen or 


ike all his 6 
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more. If ſin brou gbt death and all its woes: into our 


* thus, by his death and reſurtection biaugbt 
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«.he ſhould ' deceive the vations no 3 
* thouſand: years ſhould be fulfilled : and aftor 175 
* he muſt be looſed a little ſeaſon 2 
On account of his humiliation, all power relides; in 
our Mediators all authority is committed unto bim 
in heaven and in earth. ** He openeth; and no N 
e mutteth ; he ſhutteth and no man 
this power he can now ſtrengthen his people; he can 
guard his church; be can naw govern the nations, 
and make heaven and earth bend to the purpoſes of 
his ſovereign will He can at once reſtrain the re- 
mainder of man's wrath, and bruiſe the; ſerpent's 
head, It was his death, the finiſhing. of his mediato- 
rial, work upon carth, that made bell tremble to its 
centre z that made the temples of darkneſs totter to 
their foundations; that ſhook the empire of miq 
«0c will finally ly bring i to an end. It is i an 
and the finiſhi work, that will put don all 
rule, and —— and power that riſeth up to o- 
poſe him —“ and the laſt e that nne 


Connected with Me death, i is his refurreQion.,. as 
this. was ſhortly to follow, it may be include in 0 
And it is by this © that we are begotten again to the 
« lively hope of an heritance that is incorrup 
„ undefiled, and that I2deth-not away.“ may 
conquer ind triumph over his people for a ſeaſons 
but when Jefus finiſhed his expiatory, work by his 
death, and roſe again ſor our juſtification, he 
us, that death, with all its effects; as the of ful; 
was to be ſwallowed up in. victory. Becau © he. die 
and liveth, we ſhall, : we die, live for ever 


worn: the death of Jeſus hath brought in life and all 
joyful ble ſſings: For » in Am all dr fe 
« x 1 -all -bis Leheving ſeed ſhall be made alive? 


life and may to keln, ue 50 now look 2 
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death as a conquered enemy as ſwallowed up iw vie- 
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I now proceed to ſhew what uſe we ſhould mute 
of this ſubject. And, in the ſieſt place, How bull 
the ſuſſeriugs of Chriſt melt our hearts into gratis - | 
tude and love] All the eries he uttered, the tears' he | 
ſhed, the ſweats, the alarms, and pangs which he en- 1. 
dured, were for us. Did the Son af God ſuffer ſuch - 
agonies for our fins, and can we remain unaffected | i 
with the ſigßt? Was the ſun darkened; and fliallnot | 
dur countenances be covered with ſhame und confu- \ 
fon for the tranſgreſſions we have done? Did the 
veil of the temple, did the rocks rendz_ and ſhall dur 
hearts remain. unbroken with ſin ? Caſt your eyes 6 * 
the croſs of Chriſt, there contemplate the Saviour 1 
* receiving the vinegar, bowing his head, and giving 
up the ghoſt ;” and let your ſouls overflow with hea- = 

enly gratitude to that Redeemer who bore ſuck a 
Joad of affliction on your account. his weight of 

o, under which he groaned, would have funk an 
elect world to the loweſt hell. 

Theſe anxious queſtions here occur, which each'of 
'ou ſhould now put to your hearts: Did Chriſt ſuſſer 4 
all this for me ? Have 1 faith in his blood? Do Ibo Io | 
ly on theſe ſufferings,” on this death, as a-good-ant * \ 
lolid ground of pardon and acceptance with an offends ' 
4 Jehovah? Sinner ! if you have not this firm con” 1 
dence 3 if you do not feel this love of Jeſus" ſhed : 
abroad in your ſoul by the power of the Holy "Ghoſt; / 1 
remember you have a dreadful burden of miſe 
ear yourſelf, © If theſe things were done to ht 

green tree, what ſhall be done do the dry?” If Gus 
pared not his own Bon, but delſvered him up unte 
cath for us all; if you have no intereſt in him, wil 

© ſpare you ill he ſuſpeud the effects of law aud © 
utice from burſting on your devoted head-2> nt? © 

2. What a ſericus an affecting lecture doe he 
mls of Chriſt d to. the profane, 6—— 
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30 SERMON u. / 
| 
and unbelieving ſoul He faid, „ It is finiſbed, g 
the wicked will not allow him to reſt; but er 
Him afreſh and put bim to open ſhame. By their mu 
tipliedandgontinuet tranigreſſions they erect che croſi 
en drive dhe nails, they 'thruft the ſpear, they im 
| & vinegar to drink. Perhaps you are-fixed-withiin 
_ dipnation at the cruelty of the Jews; but pauſe a lit 
and reflect: Art thou not a thoughtleſs ſinner, acting 
the ſame blootty part as they did in erucifying afzeh 
the Son of God?” When you blaſpheme his name; 
when you can deliberately ſwear by bim that -liyed 
for ever and er frown upon, 
and perſecute hig people; when your impure heart 
' boils with luft; when you can tiot and live: like g 
Hend; are you not an open enemy to a dying Saviour? 
hadſt chou ſtood at the faot of the croſs, thou wouldk 
have inſulted the Saviour and joined thoſe who: cried, 
Cruciſy him, erucify him.“ Every fm you commit is 
- thorn, a nail, a ſpear to the Redecmer's ſide. When 
the drunkard ſpends his nights in rioting, chambe ring, 
ind wantonneſs,' he is preſenting a potion of gall tc 
the lips of the Saviour. When you contemu his goſ 
pel;”and diſcover heart averſion to his ſalvation; A 
not your feelings the ſame with the Sanhedrim ? 
not you once more making Jeſus carry many grih 
"204 forrows ? While you declare your fin like Sodom, 
aid glory in your ſhame, are you not ſpitting in yo 
Saviour*' face? Jeſus (till feels moſt tenderly the- 
uries done to his people, and the contempt-poured? 
15 goſpel. „ Saul, Saul, why perſeeuteſt thou 
This voice, O ſinner ! ſhould follow yew through al 
tie ſecret as well as open paths vf iniquity, Mes 
| Entering on the commiſhon of any ſin; Wheß e 
raged in N en and criminal purſuit ; it Whoa 
Prong like thunder in your cars: Sinner, fine 
« why by this deed, by that ſin, petſecuteſt the 
EY IRENE Ae LD: 44) | N 
ig Were the prophecies fulſilled when fe 
{bowed his head and gave vp the ghoſt,” hence # 
5558 N . ma! 
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ſeen that all theſe marked out the 
our ſuffering Lord, and 
not the faithfulneſs of God then lie Se 
tains that eannot — The en 


—.— — i F 
fulneſs icſelf, and be purges of: 1s bare th ih 
himſelf, immutable ; and that no or word - 
that is gone out of his mouth ſhall fail.” Why did 
vot God ſpare his Son his well beloved 1 
laſt and moſt diſtreſsſul moments 7 Why did nop 


heaven ſcatter the ſtorm that was cond 
the Saviour's head? The reaſon is it was to 
confiyn our Faith in the veracity of Mol — s 


as to truſt, with à ſteady coyfidence, in his faithful 
word. Hasthe ſaid it, and ſhall he not do it) Hur 
he ſpoken, and ſhall ke not bring it to paſs? Looks 
loner !. once more to the prophecies ut ma U 
tour doom. See them ſet in m before your n#the 
armies of God. Reflect hut a moment. Wake 
faithfulneſs of God brought g peſs all the 
cf the great Redeemer, will this trurh — in 


upon your head the vengeance of "== 
ren and earth thall paſs aways; but — 4 "A 
fed, Ho hall in.no wiſe paſd ati all de. 

1s. oye 1 19 firm and _ © 26 the"plthevot 
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2 By his death and ſacrifice he hen , 
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tian, meets your eye in the word of Cod, you haves 
utht 0 ĩt 3 yau can now plead the daath oſ Chriſt a8 
an 1 with heaven, for.. its. accompliſhment; 
Your plea is: good; it has been often urged before 
4 :mare rieat, and never Way nor will ha reject- 
advocate you baden mand is gd ing 
3 «F whom 4 Father heareth always. O, 
how great che privilege, how bleſſed the. comfort, to 
have an intereR in all the promiſes of à mercifyl 


for your Redeemer z the Holy Ghoſt: ſor your com · 
foxtory light, and joy; and heaven for your everlaſt» 


ing e. are the only objects that 
cam fill aud % the heart of man. But all theſe 
meet an the croſs of Chriſt; there they beam 
with divine luſtre, and dart ureviving light — 
wewbling, e ing ſoul- 5 be 


| You have ſeen Jeſus, bowing bis head and ging 


up the ghoſt, fulbiling the expreſs conditions “ Gi 
FFF 

ve 4 ftrong conſolatiou.“ As fure 
as\Chrift died; as ſure as he ſaid, „It is finiſhed g 
0 fare. hal very: omiſe in this book be to all hig 
— — is now an act of juſtice in God 
2 558. 4 and you need not douht, that it 


of your Saviour's heart, in the moſt 
— cagtading great and pana 


— 0 bleſs ou3 10 Lrenpen and 
„ 


8. Waere thee Apes and jinftiunions of Moſes d. 
Gull bn e death of ;Chyift + hence we weg ' learn, 
ir 


uage of Cod to men; 
= he wages — fi. is: death Th 
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4 taſted 3 ng — Our attention 


Gand, Ohrid is Geode“ Wiiavee-promiley: Cheid, 


God] It is to have God for your portion; Chriſt 


were all ſhadows af h was to come, and % 
im mat 


>” RB oak eee oo 6 oamo cc. Tc cT ct 


groſt atawament for r, 
Jeſus as the end of the y/ 
of the world, we are eulled to-the #udy'of gries an 
of truth; Ho grateful th henvenHhð= We obe for 
708 cirat_and comfortable penſion ; 
ruſy t Righteouſneſs hath ariſen, and left 
3 face 721 | 


* arc evil. Do you ſce Awg andthe babe cs Id, 
in ancient times, looking , 


hopes of pardon? Do you hear 


3 if ſo reh 
obedience, —— 


faith, love, and 
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face of . 8571 If Ty of — drug for 
much fruit in their ſcaſan, we look to yon th e 
r er eee ee 129 it th 
6: Are the demands of the law ful u anſwered by 
the death of Jeſus; and con ſhort of his 
_ righteouſneſs and ſacrifice remove its awful curſe 
| from our heads? Hence we may learn, how we 

jars only amy ee Rate ys 
>. good, and required a: holy, juſt, and cr} 
- $0: fulfil its demands. The death ef Jeſus maꝑni- 
4 ſies indeed the law of God, and makes it honout- 
able.“ He who can icadily view. by faith, the 
ſanction and curſe of the law as diſplayed-in.the-et- 
wing moments of Chriſt, will never go from the 
T 

nt.of God e w it 

2 the = s of, the Son Tiles 
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knevy d full e malice 2— 5 
you faw' allk-for ſome of them >: fg toes Re 
t all the ſnares he is daily for vou 
would then have a clearer" a" more 
ſenſe of your Saiõ“ð́cmu½ 
help yon in every time 
when you are tempted. If yi 
weakneſs, firmly look to 
give you the maſtery and vietory i 
tan cannot touch an hair of 

his Almig eg 


yourſelf under the covert © = 
He is a fortrefs'arid a ſtrong tower, 115 * 
alt the — | 


rightedus run, and are ſafe. ' 'The 

Redeemer will bear you forward 

rounding alluremenis of time and of fenfe. +« He 

« wilt free your eyes from bury fret 1 
« your feet from Witz and 


Ur 7; 
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« death.” | be CES 
A. 3 
the ſolid ground pardon and 'atoeptance with 
God : hence we | ouyhkt to 
be in not riſt of hip glory and thoiur: 


There is nothing finiſhed in our moſt duties. 
Our righteouſneſs. is a8 filthy rage | 
with' the — the divide law, hie maſt ne 
hoop to the Veimnbure mod eee ee Dare 
we then bring theſe as pleas | 
s ' Chriſt's &nilhed righteouſneſs and meribirious 
death that is the alone foundation of out Höhe Be- 


—.— enn 


fore God. Hence we tte faid to be 45 > 
him,“ and to lee derer the k 
filled in us who' believe. a Hoare 
is left to be diſcharged e f 
ion" iii this beer, + 
Fd __—_ e 2 not, 8 | 
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blood of Chriſt: not able to redeem -us.3. and cm n 

imperfect and defective obedience. lin more 

than his, or make up its .deficiency.?. Is this m 

| language on. goſpel Ne muſt therefore 

1 aſcribe the glory that is due unto his „ 

1 n foundation of our 

pardon and God by his death alone. If 

ſacrifice — of 3 

| additions, 2 de fective ſervices? Can a debt 

be, in juſtice, exact Aeg both from the ſurety and the 

1 debtor? If Chriſt therefore hath finiſned our ſalva - 

0 tion, we we are dead to the law, that — 

jeQ to the aw of grace. 
9. If Chriſt Gintthed the work that was given lig 
to do, and if you call yourſelves his diſciples; then 
have abundance of work {till left you to 

on muſt leave all your juſtifying righteouſneſs -to 

Chrift to do. This work he will not divide or ſhare 

with the brighteſt angel around the throne of God, 

far leſs with you. But if you have this day, by faith 

contemplated an active, us „ * 

meat and drink it was to do the will of God, and to 

finiſh the work that was given him to do: you will 

not, you cannot long remain idle and careleſs livers 
before God. 


Senfible that you have hitherto been unprofitable 
ſervants in the vin of God, as cumberers of the 
z you will foon diſcover a holy i in 
ing out, and doing work to honour and 
2 His love will — 
iple in your ſouls; it lead 
1 nn yas raft worker patty 21 
praife and glory. You will not work, it is true, with 
1 the daring and preſumptuous confidence to 
| ſouls before God: this work is the work of Je- 
F. = only ; but you will ftill ſo walk, run, wreſtle, and 
Nt op how that your heart ond life are al} oj 
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unis all people a feaſt of fat things, a fea 
 * wines en the lter; of fat things full ona 
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And in this mountain 0 the Lord of Her mal 


n on the lees well refined. © 


CT; is ble that, under both the on nan 
Teſtament, the bleſſings of ſalvation have bes 
ured out to us under the notion of a feaſt. In the 
goſpel by Matthew, our Lord repreſents the whole 
ue edemption, by the ſimilitude of a martiagt 
lupper. In ſeveral of his diſcourſes, he gives Iu 
bearers a view of ſpiritual truths, under the ſhadiw 
f ſenſible things. In this way he conveyed divite 
into their minds, with mote · ſucceſs thait 
any other medium which he employed: witnels 
by” - many beautiful and ſtriking parables which 
ſpoke. All of them were defi dec 
2nd inform the heart. He clothes] fpiritual and 
vine truths in a dreſs borrowed from e e 5 
ſenſe with which we are daily converſant; The 


e words of the text, uſes the fame 
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channel to give us 2 clearer and more 
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In Aids pe Web Ge ase yo 
what reſpects the bleſſings. of ſalvation may be com- 
pared to a . conclude e n 
provement. * N25 


I. The bleſiogs.of falvation-may.be ae 
a feaſt ; becauſe they are all of an excellent and un- 
common nature. A feaſt, S 
poſed of the beſi and choiceſt things that can be 
cured. No coſt, no pains are ſpared-to furniſh it 
out in the richeſt manner for the entertainment of 
thoſe invited. The entertainer ſtudies to have he 
articles of a rare and uncommon nature. On ordinary = 
occafions, be may content himſelf with ſimple fare ; 
but when, de-yiegrides's — he means 
to entertain his ſeſect friends, he 
chaſe the beſt and moſt coſtly dainties How bean- 
tifully does this circumſtance figure out, or illuſtrata, 
the c e 
ed by the Father of mercies for fouls in the 
ordinance of the Lord's Supper ſolemn in- 
diticn sewing ws of d vali e read bib. 
menſe labour, beſtowed before' we could be ſaved. 
It ſerves. to remind. every intending communicane: 
That, the comforts he receives from 
and choiceſt N the N the beſt 
vieges 3 the bleſſings, 

r tells bita, tharhe'igh 
* deemed with corruptible, things, ſuch us Whine 5 
4 gold ʒ but with theq of che don “ 
Fix then, O communicant !. = N atten- 
tion on the original digni the diyine 
perſon ; on the adotable an 3 
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ies of the bleſſings of his covenant: '- ” "1478 


not to ]- 
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Think ſor a — how he became 
man of ſorrowa and acquainted with grief; howdy 
who was rich, for our fakes became 3 how: heb 
life of and diſtreſs ;, how: h at lat k>pire 
2 the midſt of 3 nen- under the bittereſt ag 
opitiation Think — bled 

pure aſed for his peop! e: ; think how, by. his: 
ience, he magni the law, and made it homer 
able; how he atoned for our guilt ʒ har: he ſadiched.q 
vine juſtice, and rendered God propitious and | 
able to the retu ſinner: how inſtead of 


vengeance 
in: the throne aha we wry he brought * 
ſes of mercy, ber of gn A ebe: 
3 Think of the e 
apoſtles ; of the miſſion of the Spiritz . 
* 5 of Ear — ome 
the gradua n of our 
and the appearance n Wide 
of eee and you will ſee what en penct yas 
concilod Cano 3 0 2 
to provide ou ſpiritual bleſſing 
{| and moſt coltly nature. Well may dhe b 
nge of peace and pardon, joy in the Holy G 
| þi a well-graunded title to eternal life, be com 
to the richeſt feaſt. And, if there be ans 
& hungering, ana thirſting after righteouſneſs, their 
« ſoul hal ah W e, 
3 


'n it nt ſalvation may be compared # 
28 becauſe a rich. wen of them i is Prone 


a N prejiized for (riends, wunde is i ; 
died as well as/expence.: Food of different A 
dreſſed and ſerved up Nee 
8 8 this of the rich variety of 
hie goſpel exhibits to our view } Henos 


7 of that invitation, addrefſed Wi 
f OT incl ü Et, O friends Wa. | 
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a, cher aa 
anded on the idea that there is a rich variety? 

ng {= 005 a0 In the ninth cHapter 
the book of Proverbs, order to/llaftrate this va - 
5 Wiſdom N repreſented as intreating finners in 
ch langua 


houſe ; ſhe hach hewu aut her ſeven pillars; ſhe 
hath killed ber bcafs” (not one, but many beaſts), 


wine which I have mingled” Mark the expreſſion, 
She hath-furnifhed- her table.” A furniſhed table 
ays ſuppoſes variety and plenty, But here you 


iſdom hath for the ſood of ſinners. * 
- look an the dach chapter of John, erte 32, 
5. you will find it particularly deſcribed: «© 


thereof and not e. Tad e odt a 4. 

came dowu''from heaven: if à man eat of this 

bread, he ſhall live for ever; and the bread that I 

hall ive is my fem, which I will give fot the life 

of the world.” But what is the wine which 

ine Wiſdom, or, as ſome, juſtly think, the Son 
he ' mingled! for tfieit uſe 

terprets his own meaning in che Old 

by the language he-uſes in tht New: When he 

fich, 3 wine in it) is the New: 

Teſtament WN 

the ine o Dat ye 

t how on 'of 

ited; tb fix out attention onee move bn Chat 
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ge us this: „ Waſdom' hath builde# hes 
(he hath mingled'her wine ; ſhe hath alſo furniſhed 
her table: come ent of my bread, and drink of the ; 


ay with to know what is the bread which Divine | 


the true bread: 1 for 


cometh: down Peril — that 2 3 Tas 


for the remiſſion of | 
of ir.” The jd 
aher another Fi * 


: 25 
* 


cy are ſeated with the ſree and f [x 
ker „ Were ever any of you convinced 
an evil and bitter thing it is to 6o agaiplt.Gads 7 
dd beer the. roms of the ee ARE 
8 arrows of the lity ſtick fi 

7 - were you ever burdened: A wou 
. 
from the mercy-ſeat of an offended G 
R ſpirit of God drop int 
conſcience the aſſurance of divine I ? 5a 
| how, tefteſhing, how reviving to your hearts]; Cor 
Nd never fit 6 own to a feaſt, that afforded. you i 
alf the gladneſs of heary as this! 


251 hs ; the meth of 3 c 
Ale ſo rake, ſo reviving to. 1 
6 aſſuranoe: There is no condemnation te 
7 er in Chriſt Jeſus? This will 


port ol 2 variety here exhibited., /N 

ich is here mingled, we have already Teen 

nn 

miſhon of fn. It is the blood of Jeſus that chf 

Fram all fin. It mult; therefore, be the blood af Chiil 
nded and relied OY 

ke peace of mind, and and aſſurance 1 

a : What is it that creates 4 


mm Bn ow % G 


nnen u. N 


happy; guilt is the parent of miſery ; innocence is 
2 of joy. But is there any thing that can 

make the mind of a guilty, creature innocent in the 
Gzht of heayen ? Is there any thing that can purge 
away his tranfgreons ? Is there any thing that can 
give the ſinner, convicted and trembling before a 
throne of juſtice, that peace of mind "which "palſeth 
all underſtanding? Ves; The blood of Jeſus cleanſ- 
eth from all fin.” Its virtue and efficacy, when 
apprehended and applied to the guilty mind by a 
ſtrong and lively faith, free it from guilt arid condem- 
nation, and di through the ſoul a raviſhing ſenſe 
of divine peace. The believer then knows the happy 
privilege and bleſſing which his Saviour bequeathe 

to him before he left the world: “ Peace * 
« you,” faid Jeſus, „my peace I give unts you. Let 
* ans Hur hearts be 3 ; Je believe God's ye 


Taz 
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« believe alſo in me Nothing but fin can'trouble 
the mind of man: Jeſus, by the pardon he beſtows, 
removes all cauſe of fear and alarm. His Pi 
ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel, and Alls the 


4 © 


I 


friendly tokens of love and friendſhip that 
changed? Take theſe from a feaſt, and yon make-jt 
infipid indeed. It is at a feaſt when. the heart u moſt 


n 


SEANON N. 8 
they are ſeaſted with a variety of graces. . The fruits 
they 89.9 of the Spirit are, Peace, love; j OY, long» 

« ſuffering, geutlenels, goodneſs, faith, agel, 

« temperance,” And where ſhould this variety, this 
cluſlcr of graces appear; if not at a communion Kabi. 

1s If ever love ſhould warm the heart; if ever Joy. xg © 
E expand the ſoul; if ever $7 thould. reign 
de mind; if ever long - ſuffe could eo * 2 


FE breaſt * the en; if The goodneſs thould 
nd pear 3 1 gentlencſs {houtd adoru'; if ever far 


25 cekneſs, aud temperance ſhould beautify ; * thould 

_ þ whea we at (aged this fea of Hons : e „ 

* biete of ſalration mi y be compared | 

4 a wy xecauſe Kese is a fulneſs * ſullicieney N * 
ft, n SH 2 bly al our wants, Wo it l a PE 
1 ay one going away hungry or 555 

Yer ha wk furniſhed pen; ould not'ap 4 
nile ſtill more ftfang to ſee any Yong SNP 0 , 
Mt? No less ' woald 3 to hear that aby 


hungry ſoul who came to the 'goſpel feat. thould 
N away : much more to — of believing i 
who come to this repaſt, periſhing in theit Ans. 
impoſſible for this to take place, where there is ſuch 
plenty and variety. In Chriſt there is not only abun- 
dance, but a di tee oft NG, «2 
there is a fulneſs in breaſts to giye milk; . | 
ſufficiency of water in the cloudsit' 

ers 3, a8 F 
to ſend forth beams z ſo in Caſt) whois 
tain of . be der is 3 
Ul that'fy to our ſouls, - He is, boi oe 
great ocean of fe and of i Bp ton gc 
-ountleſs ſtreams to . 
u the days of his fleſh, could 
ly the wants of thauſan ze fe now, 
aſe, one: wp Alton 1 de BEE f 
vc us a proper idea of his fullneſs and 
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friend; that he is in a ſtate of reconc ation amd 


| 1 * friendſhip and eſteem, he never thinks of p 


4 


i $22 MON II. 


— 


4 


«194 when he giveth the water of life, i it is river 
not ſmall ſtreams; of living water, ſpringing up 
— ſouls unto everlaſting life. * How great i thy 
=» iran thou haſt bbs for them that 
= tl 


7 Tv. "When believing. fouls come to the g0 
paſt, they are feaſted with tokens of divine 
ſhip and love. An invitation to a feaſt is gs an 
evidence of friendſhip and love. It is then friendhy 
©eorfeſpondence and intercourſe are maintained, and 
the beſt feelings of the heart exerciſed and expanded. 
Is not an invitation to partake of the goſpel Teaſty the 
. beſt and moſt comfortable aſſurance that God is: our 


af. 


peace with us? No ſuch invitation ſhguld have been 
given; no ſuch ordinance ſhould have begn inftitated, 
had not our God entertained the moſt merciful. de- 
ſigns of love to us. When any of you are invited to 
"x feaſt, are you not fully perſuaded in your, owe 

1 — of the affection and regard the inviter bears 
bu. When you h the Lord's ſupper z when 
5 meditate on that hour in which Jeſus was del 
vered up to the death for us all; what is the ink 
2 you make in your own minds? © 1s not Gy 
fincere friend, and reconciled father, in | 

2 Fefus ? Will he not with him freely give me 
"© things? Now I know,” may every fincere.comm 
© nicant fay, “ that thou loveſt me, ſeeing thou! 
© #'ndt withheld thy love from me this day, A 
ie haſt invited me to this feaſt 5 as thou haſt prepare 

it for me to-dayz I perceive ** n ann 
"*\ ſured'of thy love to my foul.” 1; 


V. The bleflings of ſalvation may be 

ax feaſt ; becauſe they are all freely beſtowed © 

_ thoſe who are invited. When a perſon invites 
of a feaſt, which he hath ar and as 2 60 


ſree of coſt to the perſons invited; In chis reſpect 


SERMON .. 
ting us to any expence or trouble. Every thing is 


* 


the rela DORHIII whato free to — [ 

the bleſſings of the Saviou N A 

him, indeed, much debaſement and — — | 

they coſt him many ſighs, many 7 groan many tears: 
uiſh an 


they coſt him m w"_ 
wr they colt him thodding'of his previews 
blood. 


But the ſruner receives them all as the affect 
of free and ſovereign grace. In order to ſhew how 
free they are, Jeſus mſelf, ho is the 4 
ſtance of all the bleſſings of the goſpel, is expreſaly 
ſtyled : 4 God's unſpeakable gift” W - ſo free . 
gift ? If you pay any thing for! it sit ceaſes to de- 
ſerve this name. Hence alſo we ate aſſured, thats 
« the git of God is eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſty” - 
If you read Iſaiah lv. 1, 2, 3. You will ſee how 
ſrecly theſe bleſſings are beſtowed : Ho every ohe 
« that thirſteth, come ye to the water, and he;4hat 
* hath no money 3 come ye, huy and Ae come, 
buy wine and milk, mone withayt 
« priec. Mherefore do yo ſpend vont wonep: for 


« which Catifierh not. In the laſt, ahat great. day 
« of the feaſt, Jeſus ſtood and cried, H any man thixſt, 
« let him come unto me and drink After his a- 


— ä 


1 


. Inn 


cenGon, the ſame language is-addreſſed to the church, 
Rev. xxiis 17. “ And the Spirit and the Rüde ſey 
© core ; and let him that heateth, come: ond 
et him that is athirſt come and will 

him take; of the water of life.” How is be to-tah 
Thus 2 the Old 


it? frre 
and New Teſtament ſhews that the bleſſings of 
non are wh free, as _ are einm 


cient. 
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- Gbd, in making-ſuch rich proviſion for his children 
-and people. It is of the Lord's mercies that out 
| bodies are ſuſtained by the bounties of his providence. 
It is his hand that hath fed us all our life long unte 
this day. But how unſpeakably great are his met. 
cies, as they appear in the abundant proviſions be 
| - hath'made for our ſouls in the bleſſings of falvation! 
Til Here he ſatisfieth our ſouls, even as with marrow 
0 - and with fatneſs. © The young lions do lack and 
1:8 « fuffer hunger; but they that ſeek the Lord ſhall 
TH. % not want any good thing.” The Lord is their 
ſhepherd, they ſhall not want; they ſhall not wait 
any thing that is neceſſary to comfort their hearts; ani 
to promote their ſpiritual intereſts. He will den 
them to the green paſtures, and the ſtill WAtcTSy/2nd 
he will ſeed · them Linh the choiceſt daintie. 
2. Hence we ma earn wherein the toc happinek 
I ** Chriſt ian eo It is in the pardon which his 
God beſtows; ache peace of conſcience whiakuhie 
enjoys, through the peace-ſpeaking blood of Jeſusz in 
the communion and fellowſhip which takes place uf. 
2 pordoned ſtate 3 in tokens of divine friendſnip i! 
and in a well grounded hope of eternal life: Theiß 
are the never failing ſources of high ſatis faction to 
- his ſoul. He leaves the miſer and worldiy minded 
man to ſearch for happineſs in the acquiſition d 
rviches that may ſoon periſh: he leaves the ſenſuabi 
10 boſe his time, his character, his ſtrength, every ſe 
ö ort; to loſe his ſoul in the purſuit of rui 
oi and criminal pleaſures; He. leaves the dru 
Io own his — his mental repe 
_ miſt his intoxicating hours; he leaves-hinx to h toc 
100 9 feature of à man 
N e were eee 
through life, and never to awake till they awake 
miſery: his happineſs is of a higher and nobler kwovat 
--Helives, he converſes with his God. The life th | 
be leads, is a life of faith in the 8on of God.“ 
ee een cen, which pe wars gg 75 2 
We. l 
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« of God, and nothing ſhalt offend them, He lives 
in the fear of God, he dies in the faith and hops: of 
the goſpel. ab $16} 

3. Is there 2 fulneſs acid all-ſufficiency in che blec- 
fings of ſalvation? Then it becomes the chaldrew 
of God to be leſs anxious in purſuing after happineſs 
among the creatures. Did we believe God that our 
happineſs can only be in him and from him, what 
labour, and toil, and a1 
As a puniſhment of our anbelief, he allows us often 


dations deep and wide among the created enjoyments 
of time, in ordet to raife-ſome fair, ſome fancied man- 
ions of happineſs. We plan, we work, we labour, 
and are ready to bleſs the doings of our own hands; 
when, lo li to convince us how much we have mi- 
taken the true foundations of our bliſs, all theſ man · 


from our eyes: his providenco lays them in the duſt 
It is then for the firſt time we begin to-regfon; to 
think, and to conclude, that our felicity muſt reſbon 
2 foundation which this world cannot give it maſt 
be derived from z ſource which no created being d 
afford. Nothing but What is fpiritual-andveteenal 
can fatisfy a ſpirit is 1 


can anſwer the hopes and deſires of our; fouls: It in 


in the proper place God has put them. We are 

too apt to think that there is an all- in 
them. Nothing can more effectuall 3 
dominion over us, than freq thinking on the 
uineſs and ſufficiency there is in xe bleſhngs of fal- 
- kinevation. We muſt by keep all ſublunary\ 
fe tha diſtance, and confine — 
1 
f. ple 
anti 4 


lcaſure / theymay be . 


11 ſant ne ſs, and all her paths are peace“ He feels” 
e peace have they who love the:law 


might we ſave ourſelves. 
to try the experiment; he allows us to lay ou foun- 


ſions, which we have reared, evaniſh; in a moment 


that is immortal — 
ſhort of the fulneſs and ſufficiency that id in 
hard taſk for a Chriſtian to keep created enjoyment 


in the ſcale of oufihappineſs.: Tara 77 puma 
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ver make them your Iufhciency, your higheſt portion, 
I the bleſſings of Chriſt's purchaſe really conſtitutes 
your principal happineſs, you would look upon all 
oreated enjoyments with indifference, even when thiy 
-melted like ice under your feet, and departed': Yau 
heart would daily run to God as its chief good. 
4. le this feaſt a token of divine friendſhip and 
love? Then, ſurely it becomes you to approach it with 
much kindneſs, and regard, in your hearts to the iu 
viter. How unbecoming would it be in any to co 
to a feaſt of love with ſecret enmity in their minds? 
How much more unbecoming is it if any ſhall dat 
to approach his table without the love of Chriſt thed 
abroad in their ſouls ? How dangerous to approach 
Cod with deceitful rebellious hearts ! It were bett 
for ſueh, that they were ten thouſand miles from 
communion table. Think then ſeriouſſy on the 
apoſtle's exhortation; let it have its due weight: 


— 


Let us, therefore keep the fraſt, not with old | 
e yen, neither with the leaven of malice and wicke | 
«© neſs; but with the unleavened bread of fincerity aui 
** truth”? FLEE < ; | - » = 

5. Are all the bleſſings of ſalvation freely beſti 
ea} Let us acrept them in the manner __ which the 
giver thinks. proper t convey. them. He require. 
eee purchaſe them. Iudec ; 
have nothing with which we can buy unleſs our han. 
hearts,-our pride of mind, our evil paſſions and cor }. 
rupt affections; and it ĩs to be fearcd he will ach, 
ol no ſuch price at our hands. Let us do bim . 
honourhe claims, of being a complete deliverer fror 10 


ſin and death. It is ing to the Saviour ta male 
him but half a Redeemer. We are willing to receive 
a feaſt freely from man; but we will and we 
muſt, becauſe the pride of out N us io i 
purchaſe if poſſible this ſpiritual feaſt. We may 
deed allow our Saviour to do ſomething, not near 
much ag be ſays he has done himſelf; but we — 0 
4 1 


* 


£8 
* 


bin m, „ 


ve the honour of doing a little ourſelves; to make up 
the deficiency. He muſt bring a part of his obedience, 
and we muſt bring a part of ours, and heaven muſt be 
pleaſed with the bargain we make. It is in vain to 
tell ſome people that Chriſt hath already finiſhed 
the work that was given him to do—thar of faving 
ſinners. It is in vain. to tell them, that he ſaid on 
the croſs, It is finiſhed; that he bowed his head and 
gave up the Ghoſt,” It is in vain to tell them, that he 
is the “ way, the ttuth and the life.” They know of 
more ways than one. of going to heaven: They will 
| not believe theſe ſolemn declarations of the Saviour. 
"= Their ſelf righteghs ſpirits cannot brook to receive a 
pardon ſo free, f6 full and abſolute without doing and 
working ſomething for it. Alas! pardotꝶ would never 
have been heard in our world, had it defiended& on any 
thing we could do. How different the ſelings, how 
different the expreſſions of thoſe who Hove Yeally-waſted 
that the Lord is gracious !“ Give-yerhe that 
*« is due unto bis name. God forbid that I ſhould 
« glory in any ching ſave in che craſs" of Chriſt7*T 
count all things but loſs and dung for thy ende! 
 lency of the knowledge of /Chrift; and de ſi ts be 
found in him not having mine own righteouſneſs 
« which is of the law, but that Shich is of God; 
« eyen the righteouſneſs of God by faith. If ye Meek 
* to be juſtified by the law, ve ate fallen fromgrace:: 
% For whoſoever ſerketh to be * , 
*« Chriſt is become of nons tu them N 
grace are we ſaved, and that not of ourſt ves. T1 
is the gift of God.“ Salvation is fely given to 
the chief of liners} let it ther de zs tevhyreceived. | 
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1 rat rut 
and credibility reſt on the ali ſound> 
| agined. In order to  perceine 
how / faithful a ſaying the 7 is; I may begin wit 
Tenfarking, that moral evidence, or the 
others, is accounted ſufficient to ſatisfy us in molt 6 
cfirrences of life that have hap e in ohr days, 0 
former” times. Thus we believe hy vp our 8 bo 
1 variety of events that ev ory 27 
but of which we ourſelves have neither been eye hor 
ear witneſſes. Thus we give the fullett credit 03 
multiplicity of facts in the hiſtory both of our own 
and of atk nations. Examining the goſpel by th 
rule, we ſhall find it a true and aithfy; n 
-the will of God. wx tn = 
* _ *Theapoftles of Chriſt were able and well qualifi 
to judge, and could not be deceived about the ching 
_ They had converſed with Jeſus * 


5e 
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q hred much in his company; they had beheld the 
at and wonderful works he performed; they had 
ne ſſed his death, and feerr his reſurrection; they 
es good jodgen of the truth of; hel facts a6 75 
of the ſhiming of the ſun, or of our ꝓreſent exi 
e. Beſides this, the apoſtles were CEE 
ridly temptations to impoſe upon themſelves, or to 
repreſent the truths of the goſpel to others. 
called to undergo felf-denial in a variety. 
ms; to ſacrifice every thing that was dear to t 
{ to ſeal the teſtimony they gave to the truth 
e goſpel, wich their death. No 5 läd, no worldly, 
> mercenary defign had they in-view: they all 
ite, by what they ſafſered, in aſſuring us that the 
ſpel is 3 aying.” 
, that the age which the 
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pf — ine, — be of — 88 of the 
gar, they preached the goſpel to the molt learned 
their times, and challenged the rulers. and chief 
iefts of the Jewiſh.nation to a ſtrict and 

reſtigation of the truths they delivered; "The g 

| was not pubhſhed in a corner: Jefus himſelf. 
ght openly z in ſecret he did nothing, The apoliles, . 
ing in the midſt of their epemietß, preached Chriſt 

d him erucified, in the ſynagogues and tem 
ſuch an age, and inſuch circa Raben is it 
 concerve that men would ger ry to os 
e. ir 1 were not # a 
Ju faying ?” Look at the! mplicity ty; the o- ; 

ty and integri yy ES lives and temper, They 

not conceal the failings'of 2 
ww 2 1 own perſonal im 

dey tell you prejudices, 2 N 
their andelief, . honoured. in-, 


king the moſt aſtoni ; and. yet. new - 
*. men ſo humble. A of hn. " 
Mes; but glory only in the Toth, od In thi 
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„ made under the law, and God was mianifefted 4s 
_ © the fleſh” In this union, though Chriſt parted 
with nothing of his divine and eſſential glory, ad th. 
Son of God, yet this glory was veiled and obſcured 
for a ſeaſon, by his appearance in our weak »nd'miſs 
i Table nature. He was without form or comelineſs,” 
|- While he tabernacled among men, he did not diſphy 
| the fulneſs of his majeſty and glory; though in the 
form” of God before his incarnation, he took upon 
him the form of a ſervant, till his great mediatorial 
work was accompliſhed. It is true, even in the deep- 
eſt parts of his humiliation, ſome rays of his divine 
glor and dignity broke out : m his t 
on the Mount, he ſhone with heavenly ſplendour. In 
his ſearching the hearts; in his ſpeaking to the con- 
ſciences of his hearers; in his commanding all nature 
to obey him; he filled the multitude with wonder, 
and conſtrained his enemies ſometimes to ſay: $6 Tra 
Oe 1s the Son of God.“ 
3. When it is ſaid that Chriſt came into the * 
It imports his willingneſs to be the Saviour of fmners. 
Through the whole of Scripture, we are taught o 
56. that every thing Chriſt did, in the capacity 
of our Mediator, was the effect of his own fret and 
poluntary choice.“ Lo! I come; in the volume of 
« thy book it is written of me: to do thy will 1 take 
« delight.—No'man taketh my life — me 3 mo 
* lay 10 down of myſelf. 1 have power to lay 
« down, and I have power to take _ in.” — 
X. 18. All theſe expreſſions mark wn © bh indepen 
dence of our Lord—the ſovereign 
Nis own life and death; and 4 ſhew how 92. 
cheerful, and voluntary his ſacriſice was, 2s an atone- 
mentor {in. Indeed, we could hive had no right, 
or claim to him as our Redeemer, unleſs he had made 
a free and generous offer of himſelf. Had he not 
conſented to take. our nature upon him; had he — 
fuel to ſtand forth as our furety; no com 
"reid have brought him from the} of "he 
or made him a man of ſorrows, and * 
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ed with grief. 3 i 
nis own conſent was included es in his bumiliagom, "Ti 
obedience and death, the valumary aſſent of his heart | 

was-implied. Obſerve che expreſſion, He cam into 
the world. Coming is a voluntary motion. Qur 
great Redeemer willingly came into the world to ſaus 
ünners. Can you attend, O Chriſtian Ito the chegr- 
ful couſent which Jeſus gave to become your. ſurety? 
Can you witneſs his condeſcenſion in giving 
{or you? Can you read his ſubmiſſion as a ſervant 
amidſt claims ſovereign and independent to his Fa- 
ther's will, and not be deeply aſfected with the readr- 
neſs Lord diſcovered iu ſaving you? A general, 
who will, of his.” own L come into the ws 


calls him not to encounter ; would he noi be ns- 
dered as a friend to his chuntry indesd ? Behold, 
Chriſtians | when you are told that Jeſus came into ö 
ae and 58 
will; to meet miſery in er 3. to encounter 
— death, and hell; wg e 
DE CON DD 
bimfaif an offering for ſin, which he miglit have. de- 
2 Say —_ Fn warm a. — how endeared . 
a Saviour is a willing wow COR. > 
ee | 2755 7 
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64 SERMON i. 
world. There are various expreſſions uſed in the 
word of God, deſcriptive of Chrift ; he is ſtyled 4 
Phyſician; a Saviour; a Mediator; a Ranſom; a 
Surety; a Fountain; a Reconciler ; a Shepherd. 
Why is he ſtyled a Phyſician, if there de no diſtak 
in our nature, that ſtands in need of his healing vir 
tue? If man, in his prefent fallen miſerable circuns 0 
ſtances, were on friendly terms with a holy God, . 
what occaſion would there be for a Mediator? Were Ml” 
we not living in a Rate of bondage to fin and Satan, 
-what need of ſuch a coſtly ranſom as the Son of God, 1 
who gave himſelf for us? Why is he ſtyled our furs. M; 
ty, if we have contracted no debt; if divine juſtiet 
| have no demands from us; if we were pure and un- 
| defiled with fn, what need of looking to him as 2 
| feuntazn opened for fin and uncleanneſs 2 If we were 
able to guide ourſelves fo as never to ſtray, what need 
of fuch a ſhepherd ? It is remarkable' that the firſt 
name that was given to Jeſus on earth leads to the 
great end of his coming into the world: „ He ſhall 
be called Zeus, becauſe he ſhall fave his people 
% from their fins.” The Son of Man is come to 
4 ſeek and to fave that which is loſt. The Son of WW © 
„ Man came not to be miniſtered unto, but do mini- * 
ſter, and to give his life a ranſom for many.” Mat. . 
zx. ag. “ I am come that they might have life, and WJ 
« that they might have it more abundantly.” John WW 5. 


* 0 
* 
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2. Whatever be the end to which a 
all his actions and deſires, it muſt be confidered by 
him as of the greateſt importance. ' Now; look toi © 
what end Chrift directed all his gracious ations, aud I .. 
all his generous intentions. Do you fee him bom? WW. 
He is born to be a Saviour, © ny —__ and peace . 
to men. Do you hear him pray ? What is the ſub- WW. 
ject of his prayers ? Is it not the ſalvation of ſinners? 
is it. not that his difciples may be kept from the evil 
of the world, and at laſt enjoy eternal life? Do von 
ſee him ſuſſering ſorrow upon (orrow ? He nn 
. 3 
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SERMON IV. 
1 for our tranſgreſſions; he was bruiſed for our fins; 


ic bore our griefs, he carried our ſorrows. | Do yo 
tc his face bedewed with tears? Do you ſee him c- 
cred with blood in the garden? Do you ſee him ex- 
piring on the croſs, encounteri ꝙ the terrors of death, 
and afflicted with the hidings of his Father's counte= 
nance ? All theſe actions and ſufferings concur t 
tell us, in language that cannot be miſtaken, what 
was the direct and leading end of Chriſt's coming 
into the world, His birth, his life, his death; all 
unite in aſſaring us that he was the price of our ſal- 
vation z that he came to take away lin, and to deſtroy 
the works of Satan, foto eld Ms” 
3: Do you ever read of the love of God, and how 
angels and ſaints magnify and extol it? Bat Why 
do they thus magnify God ? Why do they thus exalt 
his name together? The anſwer is obvious; Becauſe 
God commends his love to us, that while we were 
ſinners Chriſt died for us 1 Herein is love, not that 
« we loved God but that be loved us, and ſent his 
« Son to he a propitiation ſor our fins:” To be A 
propitiation for ſin was a direct and leading end of 
Chriſt's coming into the world: It was ſiich an end 
as never ſhould be loſt Gght of by the faithful and. 
true diſciple of Jeſus; who looks” to him for eternal 
life. Jeſus is indeed exhibited to us in the goſpel 
as a pattern and example worthy of our imitation a 
bis rede emed creatures. But almoſt in every place where / 
Chriſt is propoſed as an example of patience and e. 
ſignation, he is at the ſame time pointed Gut as the 
great ſacrifice and propitiation for our fins. 1 Fer 
« even hereunts were you called: becauſt CH © 
© ſuffered for us, leaving us an example that ve Thoull ' 
follow hig Reps.” 1 Peter ii; 210 © Who his owh< 
it ſelf bare our fins in his on boqy on the tree, that © - 
© we being dead to (in ſhould live to'righteoulneſs,””” 
v 24. Bat this end, we cannot call the prinGipal; . 
or leading deſigu of his coming into the world; The 
could kave been OY an 2 
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Weakneſſes and infirmities: what is diſtinguiſh 


others, nor was connected with the deGgn of the 


I We may remark alſo, that the confrrmation 


flupendous miracles. he wrought were ſufficient ta 
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of apoſtles, and of holy martyrs. . They are eng 
40 us, and hear 2 n reſemblance. ta o 


and excellent in their characters may, therefore; wi 
the greater ſucceſs by imitated. Hence James 
horts Chriſtians ©* to take the prophets, who have ſpal 
en in the name of the Lord, for an example of ſuſſa 
5 ing affliction, and of patience.” But none of the p 
qi apoſtles, or martyrs are ever faid to be a ranſon 

us, to be crucified for us, to be a propitiation far 
{ins. Theſe expreſſions are excluſivelyconſined toChnd 
and ſerve to thew that his death was an high and lea 
ing deſign of his coming into the world. There mal 
be fomething relative to Chriſt and the end of hi 
coming into the world, which could not be done hy 


0 


appearance. What this is the ſcriptures plainly res 
veal. It was “ to ſave finners.” It was to give then 
eternal life. Read John x. 28, 29, 30. and you will 
ſee Jeſus ſpeaks as never prophet durſt ſpeak ; and 
points out an end of his coming into the wohl 
which no apoſtle was ever commiſſioned to fulkl, 
Jeſus came into the world for another and higher 
end than merely to communicate the knowledge 
ſalvation, or to be an example to his church: he cams 


ritual life, nor beſtow eternal life on ſinners. _ 


- 
x 
- 


his doctrine was not 2. leading, but a ſubordinate end 
of Chriſt's coming into the world: and of Tg 
the curſed tree. - The innocence of his life and the 


anſwer 
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leer this purpaſe. One dare 
is coming down from n deſired, would 
have been as great . Adee. 
is death; if his death had not been a n 

Ken 


ial and determined part of his geek... 

all the apoſtles, Saviours ; and yet we 

hat they, as well as Chriſt, confirmed“ 3 

« gns following,” We never e ſalvation — 
hem although y all bore witneſs to the truth, and 

he * of "hem ſealed their teſtimony with their 

blood. They muſt for ever, by their on declara- 

ions, ſtand at an awful diſtance from the great Ren 

Jeemer, who came to ſave'finners by being a propiti 

tion for theit fins. The high and leading end of 

ariſt's coming into the world was * to ſave finners. 

by making a perfect atonement to the law and jpſtice 

ff heaven. God had threatened to puniſh fn with 

leath. He muſt be faithful to his threatening, to his 

olineſs and juſtice. Without a violation done ta 

he faithfulneſs of God as well as to his holineſs, the 

aner could not be pardoned without either ( 

iimſelf, or his ſurety — to ſin. How 

hen ſhall the Father of mercies ſave the ſinner, an 

et puniſh the fins af guilty condemned criminals 

ow is the ſinuer to be reſtored to the divine favour; 

tthe ame time how is he to behold the marked de- 

eſtation of God againſt his iniquity ? Haw are the. 
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nent to be aſſerted, and the Mere 
J ſhewn. to the redeemed ſoul? It required both 


ww ow 
5. 


o accompliſh a plan by which. theſe queſtions might 
properly anfwereds 
od ſhines forth in admitting, in the place of the 
nner, the ſubſtitution of the Son of God. * The grace. 
Chriſt ſhines forth in becoming our ſhrety, in 
aning int the world to ſave feuer, The perfec- 

ion 


lineſsof the divine ſuffcrer. Death, the wages det 


22. 
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8 that 


dlinefs of God and the 2 over - 


he wiſdom of God to contrive, and the power of God, 
The free and rich grace of © 


his atonement appears from the digaity and - 
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peace on earth, and good will towards men.” Thy 


e ment of our 


| for im” 


* name of the Lord to ſave us;? or with then 


is endured, the law of God honoured, fin puniſh 
and the ſinner ſaved. © Glory to God in the hi 


rs to be the ſcriptural view of the leading end 
Chriſt's coming into the world, Hence we are i. 


formed by the evangelical prophet: “ The chaſtiſe. 
e was upon him. The Lord hath 


&« Jaid om him the iniquitics-of us all. It pleaſed the 
« Lord'to bruiſe him; He made his ſour un 9 


Such was the great and leading end to be: 
pliſhed by the coming of Chriſt into the world: 
was e to ſave ſinners.” For this purpoſe he conds 

ed to become man, to ſuffer and'to die the pa 
ul andi 1 2 death of tlie croſs: He Nhat 


« given ſelf for-us, an offering * ſacrifice . 
66: God, for a-ſweet ſmelling favour. Herein indeed” 
46:48 love, not that we loved 8 but 4 4 „ 
« and fent his Son to be the propitiation for out fins" 1 
Let us with gratitude embrace Jeſus as our ſurety 
our redeciner; our propitiation. Deeply ſenſible 0 
linfulneſs and depravity of our hearts, let us, Will 
lock to Jeſus, whoſe blood cleanſeth A X 
; fo ** wer juſtified by faith in his atonemenſ. 
— . have peace with God, and may rejoice in N his 


the purchaſed poſſeſſion in glory. Reſting ' 
this ea foundation, which God hath laid in Zion 
in the ſufferings and death of his own Son, we 
join the Pſalmiſt : «© Bleſſed be he that cometh in t} 


deemed 3 unite im that elevated ſong . h. 
praiſe: Unto him that loved us, and waſhed 

«From'our ſins in his own blob, and hath: made 8 
a kings and prieſts unto God and his Father; to hit 
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Ps ts @ faithful ſaying, and wy of N 
ceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into ile 


world to fave ſinners ; of * ch am 1 chief 


W | 
what we are to underſtand by Chriſt's coming into 
world; Secondly, To point out the great and 
his coming; and irdly; To ſhew how the ſalva- 
Ts by Chriſt is worthy of all en 


thre endeavoured 0 dene the two fiſt. of 

e heads of diſcourſe. * Ws 

1d implies that he cxiſted as the Son of Cod, be- 
ehe tabernacled among men. That in the fulnels 
rb 
our bone, fleſh of our fleſh, in win 
divine nature. His coming r- the — alſo 
. his within to — _—_ of ſinners. 


ritten of me: 3 


N the ſecand place, I pointed out 
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of Chriſt's coming into the world. The removal 
ilt, the final deſtruction of fn, and the ſalvation 
e ſinner, were the leading deſigns of his appearang 
« He ſaves his people from their fins.” Het 
offered himſelf up a ſacrifice, an atonement fork 
and through his death we arc juſtified from all thing 
from which we could not be juſtified by the ha 
Moſes. Many ſubordinate ends were to be anfw 
by his coming into the world; but the high and le 
ing end was to ſave finners, by N a perk 
atonement to the law and juſtice of God. I ſhall u 
as was propoſed, MIN 
In the third place, Shew, how the falvation 
compliſhed by Chriſt is worthy of our acceptation 
i, If Chriſt came into the world to fave finnery, 
being a propitiation for their fins, then it follows, t 
the goſpel is the -proclamation of pardon to e 
demned finners. Next to the gift of the Saviour, 
pardon of fin is the greateſt bleſſing God can b 
on n creatures. Conſider from what an 4 
- curſe pardon delivers; conſider to what a bleſig 
Taiſes—even to the favour ef God; which is the H 
che ſoul. As the health of the body is the found 
tion of all temporal felicity ; fo the pardon of 
the ſoul, is the foundation of all ſpiritual happy 
and comfort. We may enjoy a me 
but if we carry about with us the burden of unpat 
ed iniquity, we mult ſtill be miſerable. Ha 
proper ideas of the law of God; had. we juſt vi 
the evil and walignity of ſin; had we an affe 
fight of the conſequences of uncancelled guilt; 
ſhould we magnify and adore the pardoning me 
our God? How precious are the tidings.of p 
to a condemned criminal, who has fortcited t 
to the laws of his country? How acceptable a 
ng and privilege to be reſtored to liberty and 
Words cannot defcribe-what ſuch a perſon 
when the royal mercy reaches his ears. Ate 
| 200. Is the ſentence of death fl 
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th againſt us? Is the pit of deſtruction waiting 
> devour us, becauſe 'we are fir Does Chrit 
me into the world to ſave us from this death? 
does he from his croſs, as from a throne; proclaim 
ardon to every ſoul that bekeveth in him? Hor 
yful the heart that Gears: and believes! Ho ac- 
ptable mult the: goſpel be to the wounded ſpirit F 
low refreſhing to the fearful ſoul! How encourag- 
g to the drooping and humbled heart. A pardon, 
ing from the mercy-ſeat written in blood, eon · 
ains in its boſom à charter of · eternal life. How 
rorthy of acceptation malt Chriſt's coming into the 


n orld to ſaye ſinneis be then to the believing redee m- 
on. ſoul! Light is not more acceptable to the blind ; 
elch to the ſick ; bread to the hungry or life to 
„Pie dying, than pardon to ſuch a ſoul. 
2. Chriſt's coming into the world to ſave finners 
oſt de worthy of agceptation, as his goſpel proclaims 


eace to thoſe that are ęnemies to God by wicked 
diſobedience riſe in 


orks. Early did man, by 
fts of hoſtility againſt his Maker. God was his 
ightſul owner, as he was his only creator. But man be- 
n to act as if he had been his own ruler and director. 
rom that moment war between God and man com- 
nenced. E ſinful thought, every unhallowed 
ord, every evil work is a renewal of our acts of 
zoſtility againſt the Lord our Maker. From day to 
ay how are we multiplying our deeds of enmity“ 
one act of treaſon againſt an earthly king deſerve * 1 
leath; O think what puniſhment is due to a Whole 

fe of treaſon and rebellion againſt the Lordo 2 

5 it not the language of dur hearts, is 

ord that he ſhould reign over us? Hence the 

tyles us © enemies to God by wicked works.” Ig the 
roclamation of peace . acceptable to the ears of re... 
enting rebels? Do they welcome the ambaiſialor® 
do brings to them a fulf and general pardom ? 0 
rorthy of acceptation mult he be to believ ing = -- + 
th ho is our peace; who gave wg pi 
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our peace, and who, before he left this wor 
thed this peace, as a precious legacy to N 
church in all ages? How agreeable. to hear 
at his birth proclaim, Peace on earth ! How ple — 
to attend the Saviour, and to liſten to his graciaus 
Words as he approached his awful hour: 7 
61 give unto you, not as the world giveth, give Ian 
© you.” 

Y Chriſt's coming into the world to ſave ſinnen, 
muſt be worthy of all 8 as his goſpel bring 
liberty to the Ive. - nk on the OY and 
wretchedneſs of being a _ to fin and to Satan 
He is a pitiable object, who is reduced to a ſtate d 
flavery, who is confined to a dark and loatheſong 
dungeon, and loaded with chains, without power ty 
diſpoſe of himſelf. Much more to be be-pitied i 
— ſoul, who is ignorant of its true and ſolid 
felicity ; who is the ſervant of ſin ; who is chaine 
down by evil and wicked habits; and who is led caps 
tive by Satan at his will. How worthy of our accep 
tation is the revelation of a Saviour, who not on 
faves from the guilt of fin, but delivers from thelo 
and power of iniquity. He will not leave his work 
unfiniſhed. He will go on to increaſe the numb 
of thoſe who are made willing in the day 
power. He will ſend forth his arrows and ſharply 
pierce the hearts of finners ; he will lay them low i 
the duſt, and make them loathe themielves becayl 
of their iniquity. He will open their cyes 4 0 
their guilty and miſerable ſtate, to ſee his own, g 
and ability to ſave ; he will ſend forth che Holy 8 
rit to ſubdue their corruption, to ſanCtify their 
and conduct, to break their chains aſunder, to pr 
claim liberty to the captives, and to make them. fre 
indeed. How worthy of our acceptation are ſuch ini 
mation of grace and deliverance! How glorious tal 
trariſlated from darkneſs to light, from the power « 
Satan to the ſervice of our God and Saviour 7 & 
glorions to be delivered ſrom. the thraldom of ng 


d Auοα v. #3 
6pollſythe de ef dighity of the ſeris of God 
Wih what ſentimetits of gratitude and joy 
hildren of Ifrael filled, when they etna rom a 
ſtate of captivity in Babylon! 1 the cxxwi Pfalm 
you have a beautiful picture drawn of their feelings. 

When the Lord ties again the captivity of Zion, 
© our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue 
8 * ſinging; then ſaid they, The Lord hath done 

great things for us, whereof we are glad.“ How 
ky of e muſt it be for captives, to be 
redeemed from the power of Satan, from the curfe 
f the law, from the evil habirs of fin 5 for thoſe that 
formerly were travelling in the path of the deſtroyer, 
» be now walking in the way of life. . 
4. Chriſt coming into the world to . re ſinners is 
rorthy of acceptation ʒ becauſe the goſpel brings the 
rreateſt pi rnb to poor wretched ſinners. ' Alt of 1 


N an u 
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oul, He had tamed m NY of Gott; .. 
c reſembled his Maker in righteouſneſs and traghe- 
ineſs. There was light in Tits underſtanding waths | 
ut any darkneſs; the molt petfect ſabordination'in 
s de 


and affeftions'; the greateſt purity ard 
iſe zin his will. But how is the gold 
im! hoy the fine gold changed ! He that was | 
Face ſo rich ig fiew poor indeed] He has) => NG, 
hs favdur of hie God, an and with this every | 
an enrich #, H conformit 12 our SETS 
Fgence, Jeſus is"defcribed- as 22 

rice. I him are hid the EY 2. ad 
im are to be found do glory. 2 fe. 
who was rich, for dur e 

through his poverty 5 Fo made a 


vrthy of acceptation is it to be en 

7400 that Chriſt coo | 
ow delightful to hear him a$ our great Fg ne 
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the boſom of the Father the great truths, that helaay 
to our eternal peace! How acceptable to ſee the a 
dows fleeing away before the light of the ſun of righ 
teouſneſs ;. to ſee thoſe, that were fitting in darknek, 
now light in the Lord! How worthy af our accepts 
tion to ſee thoſe, who were formerly poor and du 
gent, now receiving out of his fulnefs; enriched with 
all the graces of the Holy Spirit: Peace, joy, gets 
ce tlenels, love, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, and tea 
s perance!” How delightful ta think that thoſe wh 
were without God, and without hope in the would 
are now enriched with all the promiſes ; enrichel 
with all the bleſſings of that covenant, which is wel 
ordered in all things and ſure; enriched with the 
ſured hope of an inheritance that fadeth not away! 
How welcome then ſhould the goſpel be to our heat 
Should we not be ready to ſay, „ Hoſannah to tl 
« Son of David: Bleſſed is he that cometh, in thy 
' & name of the Lord to ſave us? Patriarchs, pn 
phets, apoſtles, angels, God himſelf, they are all wel 
pleaſed with the appeargnee of Chiift in our we 
to ſave 2 * 2 2 his day 
prophets foretold it; the apoſtles ed it; ange 
age it; God himſelf n of it. of 
WR then ſhould his appearance be . 
Rr | 


Agr TEN re! 
I now proceed to deduce ſome praQital impront 
ment from the view we have taken of this ſubject, | 
-, 1. Hence we. perceive the unexampled love! 
God. and of Chriſt to ſinners of mankind. G 
unſpeakably great, muſt have been the love of Gi 
in commiſhening and ſending ſuch a Saviour inte tn. 
world: and great muſt have been the love of Gi 
1 to the ſouls of men, that led him to accept of ſugi 
|  'commiſtion—to come into a world of miſery and gui 
and to redeem a church unto TEE 4 God 06 

e mendeth his love towards us, in that while we = 
| xe yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us. God fo loyed 


> 
c 


en 


| world, that he gave bas oni) 
« whoſoever believeth on him 
| have —_ life.” 


us leaving the manſions of glor 
orm of a ſervant his e 


S 


d dying 
uch he muſt Bee loved you. 
ike his name; his eee, fo is his love. 
is wonderful in its riſc, progreſs, iſſue, and bleſſed 
fects. „O, lobe the Lord all ye his ſaints! What 
ſhall I. render unto the Lord; for all his mercies? 
they are _ than can — — Did he, 
hom tria 1 5 om 6 
het 45 apoſtles 2 from his 8 
e croſs, in order to ſave finners ? O the of 
unſearchable riches of grace w_ er he, who was 
t up from everlaſting, ming, or ever 
earth was; did * ane of time, come 
ito the world to fave 3 4 What love mathe 
we felt for the ſouls of men! O what 
3 
ine — who came in the 
rength, mig . 
uilt its love power 
rr 
e pit of deſtruction? Hath he opened the gates PR. 
E ee 8 le the "4 
2722 the and rejoice 
in in God Fr nin art 
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1 Amin your fouls, © that being delivered. by him 


' humility from his amazing condeſcenfion, Loot 


— _ - * , 
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8 s AMON v. 
will of his heavenly Father, till your Caleation = b 


Biſhed. Can your hearts remain unwilling and ils 
bedient to him? Will not the love of Chriſt cow 


all your enemies, you may ſerve him withaut fea 
«in, holineſs and righteouſneſs before him, 4 6 
days of your life?“ 

2. Do you ſee Jeſus coming into the 82 
ending from a throne of glory, Er. 
bliſs, and humbling himſelf, as a man of 
acquainted with grief; coming.in the form ** a fe 
rant: then how ſhould his diſciples, his redeem 
children, while they fit at the foot of the croſs, lea 


ſus ; ſee him, who thought it ao robbery to be G 

ith God, taking upon him the, farm. of . fern 
ſce him, who e pad lavly ſalon and.ſay,c 
the ſeeds of pride take root in your ſouls ? 'a humb 
Saviour, a ron 175 a contraſt? How 
pry Rag" the tho oo fee 42 noe Ke 

ty: © Tor re the proud, but gin 
I grace to the We: O Saviour humble m 
proud. heart; bring down every imagination that f 
Alteth itſelf againſt thee. I angels: who never (yan 
val their faces before God, - with what con * 
ſhould I, in thy preſence, be covered, whole heart 
life have too often, alas, been marked with difohe 
ence to thee} O Lord, my Prayer is God ben 
ciful to me, a finner!” 

3, Hence, you may learn to pi t a, high: value 
your precious and immortal ſouls. Chriſt came. 
3 view. IF e | 

6 patriarchs, apoſtles, and prophets 
erificed, they could not have ranſomed one ſoul in 
un and miſc They are all creatures, and their! 
crifice, as Cath, 3 mei it; for i it is Ape 
Gble for angels or men to 7 * 
Jie upon them. None cou 


foul, but the Son Ken Rl 1 4 
<} 
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SERMON v. 29: - 
greant an errand; when he gives à life ſo precious 
or many; how dear muſt the redemption of the foul 
xe | If your fouls had been of no value, would the Son 
God have bled and died for their recovery 7 Learn 
om this to put a fuſt value upon them. Regar 
hem as God regards them; regard them 'as Chriſt 
oved them; and devote them to his worthip and ſer- 


cc * | Tas) 

4. Conſider often how Chriſt, when he came into 
be world, acted in it. Mark his contentment; ſee 
is ſelf-denial; behold how little value he put upon 
he world; he engages not in its purſuits ; he covets 
jot its riches 3 he 45 not n he 
uts no value periſhing and fleeting enjo 

ents. Mark n of mand that 4. Chr 
eſus; ſtudy to put as little value on the world as your 
aviour Kd; ; 'paſs through it with the ſame ſpirit of 
ng your heart and affections equally 


If-cenial, 


iſengaged, and at the end theſe facrifices will nat be 
rain, Tou ſhall receive a kingdom that cannot be 


noved.”. | . 
Exzmine yourſelves by whit you have heard. 
eiue Chriſt came into the world to fave finners ;* ©. 


Wire you fitmcts? Have you been convinced of this 7 


ue you as ready to believe that Chriſt came to ſave 
du? Hayeyou your heart fixed on him for ſalvation 
Whoſoever believerh on bim ſhalf not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life.“ If you are among the 
nners that Chriſt catne to ſave, the moment that his 
eſſage of mercy affects your heart, that moment Will 
e tears of penſtential ſorrow begin to flow., You - 
ill then know what it is to be broken in your hearts, 
nd grieved in your minds. You will for that vom 
are. been ſtrangers to the love, allegiance and gr 
God, and. enemies to your own real and 5 
al happmeſs. Your language will be that of the 
lor: “ What ſhall T do to befavedP® , 


7 


6. Let me exhort you to live as.the finners whom, | 


G8 3 ten: 
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78 _ SERMON v. 
often obſerved, that whom he ſaves, he faves, tho 


and if the love and grace of the goſpel have no effed 


the prize of his high 


uhh 


is a compaſſionate, a tender-hearted Saviour. Fro 


the power and dominion of fin,..as well as from w 
guilt. © He gave himſelf for us, that he might 1. 
deem us from all iniquity.” If we continue in 4 


upon us, we have reaſon to fear that we are ng 
among thoſe finners whom Chriſt came to ſave. Fa 
Chriſt delivers thoſe from fin here, whom he far 
from the wrath to come. Mark what a change wa 
place in the feelings and views of Paul, who } 
reckoned himſelf the chief of ſinners, But did 
always remain ſo? * Where fin abounded, did not 
ce much more abound ?”” He gave good evidence 
his change of de nt, what the ſalvation 

eilt had * for him. It made him a new m 
it made him act and liye as an heir of glory. It ma 
him to abound in the work of the Lord; It made hi 
ſo run as to obtain, to fight the good fight. to war a 
wagfare,,and to keep a 9 void of offence be 
towards God and towards man; forgetting the tl 
that were behind, he preſſed on Da mach] 
— S 
power of the love and grace o God, when. it opera 
on the moſt obſtinate and perverſe heart Paul f an 
as a pattern of the ſaving power of Chriſt : He ſtan 
Ukewiſe as a model of the reforming change that 
iſh every ſap] that Jeſus [ores — redee 
eſtruction. Such a ſoul will ſtudy to have 
converſation as becometh the goſpel, to adorn t 
doCtrine of Chriſt in the world. Such a ſaul 
Rudy to have its fruit.unto holineſs, that the end m 
be everlaſting life. | 
In the 7th and laſt place, Let 11 be ene 
to come to Chriſt. He has come to them, 2 
vill. they not be induced to come unto him? H 


Aiſtin 
from 


the throne of his glory he pities you in your. fori 
ſtate; and is till invitiog_you,. as he did figners.! 
the "es «HAI; r Nin 


MON _ 22 79 
bour and are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. 
e is inviting you all, evi the chief of A to 
ome to him; and can you refiſt the kind call? Will 
ou deſpiſe the gracious meſſage ? Will you reject 


e only remedy that can fave your periſhing ſouls ?- 
onſider, ſinners, to what inconceivable wretchedneſs 
nd miſery you expoſe yourſelves, while you remain 
trangers to Chriſt and the precious bleſſings of his 

urchaſe ! Confider, on the other hand, the high va« 

ue of thoſe riches which he confers on all who be- 

ieve in his name. Let all that is and excellent; 

l that is great and im t z induce you to come 

o him that you may be ſaved. © To-day, if you 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” Ac- 
ept of this ſalvation ; improve the report of the goſ- 
jel; look to. Jeſus for his ſpirit and grace. He hath 
xromiſed to pour out his ſpirit on returning finners ; 
nd he is faithful to his promiſe. If then you have 
delie ved; if you have received Chriſt as your Almigh- 
y Saviour; if you are now enriched with the trea- 
res of his you will unite with the apoſtle iir 
he words of our text: © This,” indeed? © is a faĩth- 


EL 


ful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fare finners'y 
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came unm me, all ye that labour and. are hen 
5 laden, and I will give you 7 . 


— 


HES E words contain an encouraging and * 
c ious invitation to all *who are-grieved in th 
minds,” on account of fin, or oppreſſed with 4 burded 
of guilt. They were ſpoken by him, who was degli 
intereſted in the. ſalvation of Men. He ſaw the 
tent of that guilt and miſery, which hung over 0 
apoſtate race; and which, if unremoved, and ut 
patrons, muſt embitter their beſt enjoyments 
en he uttered theſe words, he knew there cou 
be no defence; no ſecurity to finners - from tl 
demands of juſtice, and the curſe of the divine law 
without his proteQting and ſaving. arm. It 
this confideration that moved the compaſſionate b 
of the divine Saviour to invite finners of mankind i 
come unto him, and to propoſe himſelf as the te 
and quiet of weary and fin-burdened fouls. _ 


In diſcoprſing on theſe words, I ſhall, in the firil 
Place, ſhe why Jeſus, in the days of his leh 


_ 0 
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$EKMON: vi, 8 
ant fo. frequently invited fianery to vue 


10 65 oy place, conſider. what is implied. 

e call itſelf.” 

In the third place, r 

u invited, here defetibed 26 weary nad N ] 

In the fourth place, ſhew, what is implied in com» | 
g to Chriſt 3 and, 

Laſtly, ſhall ſuggeſt a few motives to induce finners 

> comply with the invitation here given. { 


I. In the firſt place, I am to mention Tk reaſons 
hy Jeſus, in the days of his fleſh, ſo dna 1 
ners to- 1. unto him. 
1. Chriſt, as the Saviour of ſinners, invited them 
we tokies 1 becauſe he received an expreſs 
mple commiſſion! from the Father for this „ very 
ole. When we ſay he received a commiſſion from 
: Fathar irs memes ane. that heals tlie ils i 
ather. The ſcriptures every where afcribe divinity | 
o our Saviour, and repreſent him as equal in power | 
d glory with the Father. As mediator, he is ſaid to 
ceive power and glory from the Father. A 
in the verſe the tent; he ſays “ 
things are delivered ow of the Father's To | 
PN} LOT oven Toners was a principal | 
things delivered to his care and manage 5 
ent as our medjator. e be | 
Lord hath anointed 
openin of the — to * 


iſſion at full leng 
the meek ; he hath me i pr 
to proc 


— wt 


— 


The Spirit 
hearted, to proclaim liberty 


Zion, to give unto them 
of joy for mourning, the 
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= - «ſpirit of dewiinels x that they: they might be 
« of N ; the planting of the Lode 
be gl 09 5 £3 1 
708 find > Saviour wk in this impörte ht df 
to himſelf, in the golpelb ng this iv. 18, 19; % 
nd he began to ſay unto them, This day 4s th 
« ſeriprare fulfilled in your eats.” verſe 21. N 
comparing both her: we learn” that Pure 
our Redeemer, is commiſſioned and fent to f 
broken hearted ſinners; to invite thoſe that art 
down with the ſpirit of heavineſs, to A8 unto hit 
as their reſt and relief. If this was the 1 | 
of bis appearance in the world, fee how 25 ully K 
11 executes his commiſſion; ſee with what dilig 
|: = and eatneftnefs he diſcharges this part of his offi 
come unto me — that labour and are heavyl 
1 den, and 1 will give you re am not ſerity 
r to the loft ſheep . e tionſe of rae. — 
* commiſſion,” a. if the Saviour had faid; * exted 
«/t6/nners only; my incarnation, my life, hy 
* ay, my death, my reſurrection, my 
gofpel, all are the property of Goners. 1 
2 s the work ven me to do—to live, to oe 
a faffer, to die for ſinners of mankind. © Where 
«they are, there my buſineſs is; wherever they © 
de found, there my invitation reaches} n 
©. gofpel may be preached.” 
"I Chriſt as our Mediator, invites ee 
Eauſe he himſelf, when he ſtood in the room of gu 
men, experienced what it was to be > 
the fins of a believing world. Hence he is fad 
4 wyve «carried our ghus in his own body on 92 
to be wounded for our 8 to be'brum 
h he knew ns fin, yet 
we might be * 
ouſneſs of God in him 2 
us no room to doubt, why be can man 
ot ThE | 
in thoſe m 


for our iniquities ; thou 
«© us made fin for us, 
«xj 


** 


* ſortowst and acquainted ik 
We load he muſt have 


SSN ON v 
phey the whole guilt. of a redeemed world was ime 
ad 10 him when be made his ſoul n 8 don 
n. It was experienced the weight; 
hen he felt the burd of finz 
ith a compaſhonate conceru 
ader it. All the reproaches, the ſtripes; the wo 
e bore in his humble ible and 1 made him 
ſiuners with a tender and eee eye. His, 
0 | pities, and his words ex what his heart feels z 


ny aver oct Ar" PHI wy On 
en 


3. Chriſt invited ſinners to. come unto him, be. 
uſe he knew better than they, in what a ſad and 
plorable ſtate they are, while mg ener the curle 
the divine law, and expoſed to the juſtice of hea 
n. The alarming ſtate and 8 of ſinners 
ere ſeep. by his omniſcient * in all their deploy. 
ble conſequences. He knew that the threatenings 
God were no leſs certain than his promiſes... _ 
ew the true meaning and import of what the 


God ſays; L. ot that are far from thee 
periſh.” He knew that all who ee th. 
m as their reſt, would be puniſhed with everlaſting 
e Lord, aud the 
ſe may live in = ot outs 


powe 

10208 ut H we live at 8 di nes an 
2 „all out ncied happineſs will prove notking in 
end but real miſery. Jcſus, ſenſible of this, and per- 
ring the danger to which we ate expoſed, invites 
to come unto him. From the earnęſtneſa and fre- 
ency of his intreaties and ulationg with ſine. 
we may learn the of the danger that 
atens every dead, untenewed, unſanctigged = 
ner. Are you intereſted in the poingls of any: 
om frieng, any brother, or. child ? Do — 

n at any time in a ſituation of imminent. 
jou ſee them walking along, the edge of a precks 
c or ruſhing-upon a fatal ſpot? in proportion tothe: 
zer you appr) a7: yot Jour im ne 
exhortations | 


SERMON vi. 
exhortations and warnings the more earneſt and 
fing ? Hence we may account for the earneſt nviy 
tions of our bleſſed Lord: he ſaw the fearful pech i 
of etetnal darkneſs on which we ſtood; he b 
dreary chambers of deſpair ; he ſaw the place whe 
chere is weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of tet 
where no ray of hope, orof comfort ever reaches: | 
order that none of us might come into that place 
utter darkneſs, he redoubles his intreaties : he ag 
and again invites ſinners of mankind to chmt wt 
him. Man knows not, at leaſt he thinks not, wi 
claims the divine law has upon him: He ſees not 
eternal puniſhment which divine juſtice can inflif 
ſus, who paid a full and ſafficient 1 fot the k 
of men, knows the claims of the one, and the equital 
demands of the other. It is his certain knowledge 
theimminent dangerof ſinners, which makes him an 
ous that they ſhould flee from the wrath to come, af 
Svcs iet to their ſouls, by believing in his na 
, as mediator, invites ſinners of n 
| this tends much to the glory of his f 
2 mercy. In the work 5 redempt 
It ſeems e 
to ide the di s own pl a0 wel 
een, a inge har is * 
— — that is ſaved, brings honour and gl 
to the divine compaſſions. Every partof our 
every mean employed to accompliſh it; ſerves to f 
N magnify, and exalt the riches of divine = 
is the darling attribute of God; and he has b 
care ful of nothing ſo much as to glorifyitin therede! 
tion of loſt men. Before the foundations of the 6 
wert laid, he entertained thoughts and — 
merey to poor periſhing Janes When he appt 
in our world, he convinces us, by his earneſt/it 
tations, that heforgets not his firſt intentions of 
Khe' loved his people before all time, be glorives 
rhetcy and grace by inviting them te come gnto Mit 
ING: guilty — who had forfcited his M be. 
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e laws of his country, honoured with his ſovereign's 
ardon? Is the ſentence of death, which he dreaded 
d which filled his penſive and ſolitary hours with 
jection and ſorrow, averted from his head? Is he 
ſtored to life, to liberty, to happineſs? Aſk him 
hat ideas, what feelings he has of his ſovereign's 
emency and Where can the prince diſplay 

e tenderneſs of his heart, the compaſſion of his breaſt, - 
not to ſuch a deſpairing wretch j Is the ſinner, who 
ad ten thouſand times forfeited his life to the juſtice _ 
God, made happy in a fenſe of the pardoning mercy 
heaven? Is the ſentence of eternal death repealed ? 
ſtead of its execution, does he hear the language 
compaſſion reaching his ears, and comforting his 
eart? Is he reſtored to ſpiritual life, Aberty, and 
ernal Happineſs? What ſentiments doth he now 
el; what exalted adoring thoughts doth he entertain 
the compaſſion and mercy of his God! Af this 
poor man cried, and the Lord heard him and ſaved 
him out of all his troubles, will not his foul make 
her boaſt in the Lord? He will magnify the Lord, 
he will exalt his name for ever; becauſe he is 
plenteous in mercy: In him compaſſions flow.“ 


ſhall now, 


In the ſecond place, Shew what is more par- 
cularly implied in the invitation itſelf; * Came un- 
to me.“ ; q 2 4 : 4 4 * 8 
. It implies that ſinners are by nature at a diſtance 
om God. You know in common life we never 
ll upon a perſon to come to us, unleſs he be at 4 
ſtance. When Jeſus, therefore invited finners to 
me unto him, it eafly and naturally ſuggeſts to us hat 
ey were at a diſtance from Him. This is cle 
nplied in the invitation itſelf. | Had they been like. 
im in the temper of their minds, had they beliaued 
Ges him, there would have been no occaſion for'fach am 
to vitation. However near to God, man mightghe 
x HP ben firſt formed by _— in the e 
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his mind, in the purity of his defires, and the bent 
his affections; ſince the fall, his temper, his defi 
and aſſections are ſtrangely altered. He is now 
an awful diſtance ſrom God, that is, he is very unit 
to God, Hence the ſcriptures repreſent the finnd 
as going out from the preſence of the Lord; as bei 
afar off, The prodigal ſon is alſo ſaid to have gow 
into a far country, and there waſted his goods. 
expreſſions are deſcriptive of our apoſtacy from God 
of that unlikeneſs in our temper, wiſhes and purſui 
to the nature and law of God, which is found in on 
hearts while unrenewed by divine grace: we ha 
in ſcripture, terms of a contrary import that ſigni 
our return to Cod. We are ſaid to be brought nig 
by the blood of Chriſt; to go unto God as out ex 
ceeding joy; to draw near unto the Lord; to retu 
into our quiet reſt, for the Lord hath dealt bountifu 
with us; and the prodigal ſon is ſaid to ariſe and 
come to his father. Not that the ſinner can aQtually& 
from the divine preſence. This is a thing i 
poſſible, for God fills heaven and earth with his x 
fence. But we are ſaid to go out from his preſendt 
when we forget his laws, diſregard his providene 
neglect his ordinances, and lay aſide his worſhip. '! 
this ſtate are all mankind when the goſpel comes 
them. The ſcriptures are explicit in declaring i 
and our on hearts tell us, it is a matter of fact whic 
the matureſt experience cannot deny. In our n 
tural and unconverted ſtate, how unlike are we t 
Bod, to his law, and holineſs! What averſion in out 
minds, what enmity in our hearts to that which 
d! It is this averſion, this enmity, that remote 
us at a diſtance from God. When Jeſus, therefc 
invites us to come onto him, he invites us to 
aſide this averſion and this enmity, and to love hu 
- with all our heart, with all our ſoul, with all 0 
Nrength. _ | e 
2. The invitation implies that there is no otat 
Way of ſalvation, but by coming to Chriſt, The 
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itions, the types, the plain and metaphorical language 
f ſcripture, all lead us to him, as the only Saviour, as the 

mb of God, which taketh away the ſm of the world. 
n all his interviews with ſinners, while he taber- 
zacled among us, he claimed, as his effennal titles, 
©] am the way, and no man cometh to the Father 
but by me. I am the door, the way, the truth, and 
life everlaſting.” The apoſtle alſo ſtyles him, “ the 
new and living way 3” as if all other ways of falvation 
were dead and uſeleſs. When he invites finners to 
come unto him, it imports, that there is no other name, 
no other blood, no other ſacrifice, given under heaven 
among men, whereby we can be ſaved. If the finner, 
therefore, does not come to Jeſus as his Saviour and in- 
terceſſor, the Almighty will ſpeak to him in his wrath, 
and vex himin hisſorediſpleafure. Iſ ſinners do not come 
to Chriſt, rely on his word, and truſt to his ebedience 
and death, they may be affured they can never come 
to heaven, to happineſs, and to oy other ways 
of acceſs are ſhut up againſt us. 'The law of God ig 
no more friendly to us, the juſtice of God is our de- 
termined enemy. "Theſe have ſhut the gates of 
heaven againſt us, and we have no influence, no 
ſtrength, no wiſdom of ourſelves to open them. If | 
we wiſh to obtain admiſſion there, if we wiſh'to'have | 
acceſs to the divine pteſence, it muſt be by Chriſt 
Jeſus, the righteous. 6 + ... nad By 12 

3- The invitation ſu to us, that ſinners are 

fully warranted to come unto Chriſt, and embrace him 
as their Saviour. In the firſt ſtages of convicton, 
when a door of hope is juſt opening to the ſinner; i 
at this ſeaſon, he thinks of the holy nature of God, 
if he reflets on the number and greatneſs of his own. 
iniquities; comparing his heart with the divine lawzand 
if he ſees how vile he is, how 8 
it is not to be wondered at, thoughhe d not believe 
the report of the Lord, though he ſhould he ſitate to give 
full credit to the divine teſtimony. This is the 
ſon when * all his devices to _ ; 


belief. 


- raged to accept his invitation. 


aggravating circumſtances. You may be ſinking un- 


full and perſect freedom from this oppreſlive. dom 


. 
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the ſinner with the heinous circumſtances of his gui 
when he labours to fill him with deſpair; and to pe 
ſuade him that he has finned away his day of mercy,aql 
that he muſt die in his fins. The dark and feet 
ſtate into which the ſinner finks, favours the device 
of Satan, and he gives way too much to a ſpirit of w 
The invitation. in the text is deſigned, in 
particular manner, for the encouragement and com 
fort of ſuch awakened, but dejected penitents. Neve 
was there a clearer title given, or a more undiſputed 
right ſecured to the divine forgiveneſs, than what thi 
words of this gracious invitation convey. They gin 
the moſt undoubted warrant to the chief of finnen 
to come to Chriſt, Whatever objections may an 
in his mind, from a fenſe of his own vileneſs and uns 
worthineſs, here they are all obviated and anſwered, 
Come unto-me, however deplorable,however wretched 
however guilty. The ſinner, how weaty, or hea 

laden ſoever he may be, is not only permitted 
but warmly and graciouſly invited: Him that cometh 
„to me I will in no wiſe caſt out.” Be not diſcous 
Your fins may be 
great. and many. They may be attended with highly 


der a load of guilt and pollution ; the words of the 
text ſpeak comfortable language to your hearts : * Be 
© of good cheer ; come unto me, and your ſins ſhall 
« be forgiven you.“ Let us now, _ 


In the third place, conſider, the characters de- 
ſcribed in our text as © weary and heavy laden. 4 
theſe words were addreſſed to the Jews, it is probable 
our Lord. had in view the ceremonial law—a yokt 
which. neither they, nor their fathers were able to 
bear. They were weary and heavy laden with a-mul- 
tiplied round of ceremonies. He calls upon them to 
commence his diſciples, and to follow him; and in ths 
invitation of the text, he promiſes to grant them 3 


„ 
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ut this idea, or interpretation, does not come up to 
hat our Saviour had undoubtedly in view. ; 
urden he had in his eye was infinitely more grievous 
{ afflifting : It was the infupportable burden of fin ; 
burden which the Pſalmiſt, who was a true —— 
Ent, affirms to be too heavy for him to bear. is, 
ery awakened, convinced ſinner finds it to be. 
Vhen he is brought to view fin as it is, ſtript of all 
hoſe pleaſing diſguiſes, in which the tempter and the 
arnal; appetites generally repreſent it, how heavy a 
dad does it prove to his ſoul! Delnded by the gay 
nd promiſing proſpe&t of fancied pleafure, 
he fGnner boldly ventures on the deſtructive paths 
f folly. At firft, after a few ſtruggles are over, ſin 
egins to ſit light and eaſy on his mind. He is ſeen 
o proceed from vanity to vanity, from vice to vice, 
rithout check or remorſe. The habit of doing evil 
grows upon him, and at length he ſeems to be paſt 
eeling. Nay, ſometimes he is ſeen to grow ſo harden-/ 
d, as even to glory in his ſhame, and to take pleafure 
the commiſſion of thoſe ſins, that are afterwards: 
ound to make him weep: bitterly. The ſinner, at 
his ſtage of his iniquity, may not be weary and 
eavy laden. He may have little or no conſciouſneſa 
ff guilt; he may have no knowledge of the extent and 
ation of the divine law; he may have no fear, at 
eaſt no heart aſſecting apprehenſions of the deſerved 
puniſhment it threatens. But when the law of God' 
omes home with killing power, when the ſpirit of 
»0d convinces of fin, all the bitter reproaches and 
inging horrors of an awakened conſcience begin to 
de felt. Then fn appears to be, what it really 
5, wretched drudgery. All its pleaſures and profits: 
vaniſh, and nothing is left behind but a heavy burden 
on the mind. When the odious nature of fin, and 
its fatal conſequences are ſeen in this alarming man- 
ner, the ſinner riſes from the ſleep of death, and feels 
"F< mot pungent ſenſe of ſorrow. + The moft fearfut,, 
ious, and uncaſy * paſs through his mind. 
3 Then 


* 
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ggainſt his firſt and beſt benefactor; his firſt and þe 
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Then he ſees ſin to be enmity againſt a creatoty 


friend; againſt a bleeding, dying Saviour. Then 
is full of anguiſn. Then he begins to complain; t 
ſigh and groan; to be pricked in his heart on account 

fin. Then, for the firſt time, he ſees the need gf 
Zaviour; then he ſees the fitneſs, wiſdom and glay 
of redemption; then, for the firſt time, he learns 'tg 
put a juſt and high value on the work of redemptio 
What a heavy burden is to the body, at this fe: 
of deep conviction, ſo is fin to the ſou. 

1. The ſinner begins to be burdened with a ſens 
of -guilt. It is then he ſees how much he has beey 
an object of the divine diſpleaſure. He ſees how, by 
increaſed guilt, he has provoked the God that made 
him; how he has repeatedly affronted, and lightly 
eſteemed the Saviour. When his eyes are tha 
opened, to ſee the juſtice of God writing bitter thing 
againſt him, who can tell what a weight oppreſſes hi 
ſpirit! A provoked and inſulted Jehovah, a brokey 
law, deſtruction having no covering; all meet to cc 


_ vince the ſinner what a bitter thing it is to ſin againl 
heaven. The baſeneſs and ingratitude of the finner' 


conduct, then become feelingly burdenſome to h 
awakened ſoul; It lies like a heavy load on the 
conſcience, till the love and grace of the goſpe 
touch and comfort the heart. When the throne ot 
mercy, inſtead of the throne of judgement, is ſeen 
when the invitations of mercy, mſtead of the the 
nings of Sinai, are heard; then the foul begins to feet 

that peace of mind which paſſeth all underſtanding; 
then it begins to know what it is to enjoy a graciovw ll 
ſenſe, of the favour of God; what it is to ail 


conſcience ſprinkled with the blood of Jeſus. - | 


2. The invitation is addreſſed to them that are Jan 


bouring and ſtruggling with the power of ſin. 


the day of carnal ſecurity, inſenſibility poſſeſſes the 


mind. We are then dead and unconcerned about 


) 
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urity, or guilt; about heaven, or hell. But when the 
oments of conviction arrive; when the | conflict 
tween the old and new man commences. in good 
rneſt ; the ſtrength, the power of ſin is felt as x 
eavy burden. —_— the ſinner, without much 
neaſineſs, or regret, followed wherever paſſion; 
mptation, or the world, led the way; as he pro- 
ceded in the path of the deſtroyer, he felt no de- 
re to check, or reſtrain the power of ſin; But now, 
his awakened ſtate, he feels a holy: indignation: 
gainſt it; a holy courage to oppoſe and reſiſt it. 
\ ravenous beaſt will ſeldom hurt, orinj ure, a perſon, 
f allowed to paſs unmoleſted. It is oppoſition that 
ouſes and kindles up the ferocity of his nature. In 
ike manner, fin will not diſturb the finner, will 
reare no uneaſineſs, if quietly indulged. It is re- 
iſtance that rouſeg and W its mali oy 
the ſpirit warring againſt the fleſh, that arms ſin 
ith all its hoſtile power. In this ſevere, repeated 
onflit, ſay, experienced Chriſtian, what wearineſs, 
hat ſtruggles, what an oppreſſive burden have. 
ou not felt! Have you not adopted the fervent: 
rayer of the 13 :* O-wretched man that I 
| 


o ho am who ſhall deliver me from the body of this rt 
| they death?“ To fuch as you the invitation is addreſſe. 
oſpel x ou are encouraged to come to Jeſus, as your ſtre 

ne Mad rock of defence He will make his grace ſuf- 


icient for you in every conflict: He will perfect his 
trength in your weakneſs. en on Fe, 
3. The invitation is. addreſſed to: thoſe who are 
ſpending their money for that which is not bread, 
and their labour for which ſatisſieth not.” In 

is claſs may he comprehended the greateſt part of 
ankind. Alas! how many, in ane ſhape or other, 

e labouring and heavy laden with the devices of their 
wn hearts; with vain attempts to work out their 
wn ſalvation, and to recommend themſelves to Godt 
They ſee not the beauty and perfection of that falva-* 
vn which Jeſus has already finiſhed. 82 
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- which finners biii · depend, to ſecure their peace wit 


er of his-peovle's faith. They forget that Jeſus is 


merit of your imperfe& obedience, and come W 


in which, they ſhall appear before God, holy ati 
. 14 of 41 £8 


„ Almighty 
trouble? and when he hideth bis face, who'the 


that his obedietif;unto death is the only factifice 


God. Without divine principles, without diving 
ſtrength, they are labouring to work out a righteou 
neſs of their own. How few have their fixed 
on the Saviour for ſalvation, as the author and finiſy 


end of the law to every one that b.lieveth. "They 
forget how impoſſible it is in our fallen ſtate, to pi 
a perfect and unerring obedience to the whole law; 
and nothing ſhort of this, if made the condition d 
life, will, or can be accepted of God. We m 
dream of compromiſing the matter with the Almigl 
ty; of bringing as much obedience as we can, and 
leaving it to the Saviour to make up the reſt; but 
there is nothing in the word of God that flatters ou 
pride, or favours this deluſion. It is the glory & 
Chriſt to ſave ſinners by his own righteouſneſs anf 
obedience unto death; and he will not give his glory 
to another. If ever any ſinner is ſaved, it mult be} 
believing, that Jeſus hath put an end to fin, by the 
facrifice of himſelf ; that he hath finiſhed tranſp 

Gon, by bringing in an everlaſting righteouſneſs 
Think of this, then, ye who are d mg on the 


Chriſt. By relying on him you wilt be ſaved 5 by 
lying on yourſelf you never can. His death, muſt be 
the price of your ranſom. His obedience and ig 
teouſneſs, muſt be the garments of the ſaintsz clothes 


without blemiſh. pa ein 
4. The invitation is addreſſed to:thofe; who ut 
labouring and heavy laden, on 'aceemnt of hatin 
little or no comfortable ſenſe of ite ſpeeial d 
and gracious countenance of God. 'This is's pat» 
ful ſource of uneaſinefs to believers. When wn 
giveth quietneſs, whe then can m 


ſt an 
66 tio 


Lean behold him? Whether it be done again 
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tion, or againſt a man only. Job xxxir, 29, Inalittle 


them, ſaith the „ thy Redeemer,” Iſaiah liv. 8. 


e true cauſe of that heavineſs of heart with which 


quities have ſeparated. between you and your God, 
and your ſins have hid his face from you, that he will 
not hear.” When he is ſaid to hide his face from his 
ildren, we are to underſtand that he- removes, or 
ithdraws for a ſeaſon, all, or any of thoſe tokens or 
pmforts whereby his gracious preſence with us, his 
culiar love and providential care towards us, are uſu- 
ly and ſenſibly teſtified. 4. I will hide my face from 


in that day: Are not theſe evils.c 
cauſe our God is not among 
ſurely hide my face in that day. 
ble that the care and mercies of a kind providence 


upon us, be- 
And I will 


d the occurrences of the day, run on in a ſmooth 


mforts and concerns perplexed, embittered or re- 
oved ? Does God ſeem to tell you, by. a frowning 


ly in your concerns ? Is he removing every viſible 
lp? Does he blaſt all your endeavours to bring de- 


es he look to you, in every object and from every 
rmerly ſenſible of the love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in 


mforts of the Holy Ghoſt ; but do you now com- 
in that his mercies are clean gone? Do you mourn, 


iforts, 


wrath he often hides his face for a moment; but 
with everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy upon 


he ſame prophet, in the lix. chap. 2 verſe, aſſigns, 
de people of God are often afflifted : * Your ini- 


there any ſen- 


e apparently withdrawn z and, that the effects of 
od's ſpecial regard, which made the buſineſs of life. 
annel, ſeem to be ſuſpended? Are your outward 


ovidence, that he does not intereſt himſelf favour- 


ur heart; you lived and walked in the light and 


at no ſenſible refreſhments come from the Spirit of 
grace ? Are your ſouls naw emptied of their joys,.. 


— ——— ñ—0 — 7 oe Oo * 


them, and they ſhall be devoured, and many evils 
anc afſlictiqus ſhall befal them, ſo that they will ſay 


erance ? Does he ſhut up every door of hope; and 


jarter, as an angry, ſin-avenging God? You were 


«within me? Hope thou in God, for I ſhall yet prak 


alone that can make providence ſmile ; that can pc 
into your hearts the conſolation of his ſpirit. It i 
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comforts, and graces? Are your ſpirits funk x 

drooping ? Are your hopes beclouded ? Ae you 
hearts heavy ? s corruption riſe. and , 
work and love of God ? To fuch as you the tuvitatia 
is addreſſed. It ſeems to ſay to you: * Why art the 
te caft down, O my foul ! and why art thou diſquiei 


* him, who is the health of my countenance and n 
& God,” Pfal. xlii. 11. It is the Saviour alone 
can reſtore. to you the joys of his ſalvation it ish 


believing view of him alone that can ſcatter the clo 
that had gathered thick around you; that can rem 
2 the fears that have diſturbed and perplexed yt 
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Marrhzw xi. 268. 


one unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reſt. 


N proſecuting this delightful and encouraging ſub- 
ject, I have endeavoured, firſt, to ſhew why Jeſus, 
n che days of his fleſh, ſo earneſtly and frequently 
nvited ſinners to come unto him. Secondly, I have 
ewn what is more particularly implied in the invi- 
ation itſelf. It implies, that ſinners are wi nature at 
diſtance from God; that there is no way of 
alvation than by coming to Chriſt ; and that finners, 
dy this invitation, are fully warranted to come to 


riſt, and to embrace him as their Saviour. Third= - | 


y, I have conſidered the characters deſcribed in my 
ext, as «© weary and heavy laden.” Thoſe of this 
eſcription are burdened with a ſenſe of guilt ; they 
are labouring under the power of fin; or they are 
ſpending their money for that which is not bread, 
and their labour for that which ſatisſieth not; and, 
laſtly, they, to whom the invitation is addreſſed, may 
de conſidered as thoſe who are labouring and heavy 
aden, on accouut of having little or OT 


* 
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ſenſe of the ſpecial love, and gracious countenanee 
God, I ee | 
In the fourth place, to ſhew what is implied 
coming to Chriſt 7 
1. To come to Chriſt is of the ſame import a 
lieving in him. Hence our Saviour himſelf fayi 
John vi. 35. He that cometh to me ſhall nei 
« hunger, and he that behieveth on me ſhall nen 
s thirſt.” Here believing on and coming to C 
are terms of the ſame ſignification. To come 
Chriſt, is, therefore, to believe on him. , Faith 
« Chriſt,” ſays our Catechiſm, © is a grace wherd 
« we receive and reſt upon Chriſt alone for ſalvation 
« as he is preached in the goſpel” It is giving af 
and unreſerved credit to the record of God, fo 
that credit or belief of the divine teftimony ſhall 
fluence our hearts and conduct. It includes init 
firm and determined aſſent of the underſtanding; 
decided approbation and conſent of the heart 
every promiſe, to every doctrine and declaratin 
which geſus has made in the ſcriptures of tru 
The ſoul that believes the report of the Lord, imp 
adopts the language of the apoſtle ; he confiders it! 
be © a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptanion 
« that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fave 
ic ners.“ Whatever the ſcriptures declare-concermny 
his incarnation and life, his expiatory ſufferings al 
death, his reſurrection and aſcenſion, his prevailing 
interceſſion at the right hand of God, and his fit 
appearance to judge the world, meet with 6 
cordial aſſent and approbation of the Chriſtian; Divit 
faith, in a particular manner, reſts on the virtue 
efficacy of the atonement of Jeſus, in the charactef 
of Mediator; on the perfection of his obedience 8 
the law of God, as conſtituting a righteouſneſs ful 
cient to juſtify every finner who confides' in it N 
acceptance. Divine faith then, is a firm perſusſic 
of the record of heaven: © God hath given eter 
« life to as many as believe in him, and this liſe 


e 
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5 Son. What is it in commom liſe to believe? Is it - 

thing as a truth that 

, fo as to act i 

40: what is ſp 

— — 1 | 

> place a confidence and to_have a firm perſuaſion 
thing, as a truth, that is ſpoken or promiſed by 

brift our Saviour, ſo as to act upon that — 

— in what is ſpoken or promiſed by lim! 

henever we begin to doubt of his there 

an eſſential defect in our faith. not to d well 

n abſtract views of this ſubject, 1 ſhall ew how 

ith r OI IEP 


1. To cone os Child, under d Berge of di 
re faith, is to have the ſoul Heargily 
Se 
d the Tource'of all its bappineld@: 
ad 2 eng wr 
en, in g all — 
ents. - 7 foul, that 18 
dme to Chriſt, is 
id periſhing in i n 
hich are better than life. Girethe believer a feel. | 
x ſenſe of the divine mere and the all 
his God, and he refts' ſatisfied.” To walk il 
bt of his countenance is liſe do the child of God, 
ven when deſlitute of many many carthly comforts.” It is f 
ditt cut matter to-perſuade'mankind-'of this truth; 
convince chem that the of an immort zl 
brit muſt be of a Yivine mature e and that it muſt 
nb ſt in a ſeuſe of the and ME 
of the 


d, Till a full convi 
orldly enj runes thr boron : 
danger of fin, N never 


2 ſee the vileneſi and 
n erfully . 

and all- ſufficient Wben faith 83 
orld of its varniſh, and ſhews it 10 be u preczfleas 
. a periſhing * and when Winne a 
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the immenſe and infinite bleſſings of the 
pointing them out as à certain, durable; and 
failing ſource of happineſs, then the ſoul is teac 
cry out : “ The Lord is my portion. My foul | 
ebe /atisfied, even as with marrow and-with.fatnely 
It then relinquiſhes every hope cf ſalvation, hut v 
ariſes from Chriſt'; every degree of confidenee-in1 
fleſh, and in every creature; and it comes to Jeſus 
to an all-ſufficient good, who has made all thi 
© ready” for its ſpiritual and eternal happineſs, 
2. To come to Chriſt, under the influence of 
vine faith, is to have the ſoul going out towards l 
in warm and holy deſires; to have its whole pom 
tending towards him, and reſting upon him 28 
object of the Chriftian's love. In what we haved 
ready ſaid, this is evidently implied; for wet 
chooſe any thing as our portion, or chief good, wi 
out placing the affeQtions of the heart upon it. 1 
come to him, therefore, under the-influence of din 
faith, is to have the mind exerciſed in the cont 
plation of his perſections; the will, in chooſing 
[embracing him; the deſires, in following hard; 
| him; and the affections, in being decidedly fixed ij 
him. Lou will ſee, if you read the orty-1 of 
Pſalm, 1, 2, 3- Verſes, how fervently David exprel 
the ardour of his deſires after God: „“ As the k 
4 panteth after the water brooks, ſo panteth my 
after thee, O God. My ſoul thirſteth for God, 
cc the living God: When ſhall I come and appear 
fore God.” God, as a God of love in Chriſt, 
object of deſire to the believing ſoul. - It js fan 
him, as ſuch, that gives riſe to this thirſting after | 
Jou ſee, in the above paſſage, that nothing but 
-was in David's mouth; nothing but God was in 
heart; nothing but God in his deſires. David i 
kingdom; he had a throne, he had a crown hel 
honours, ſubjecta, riches, in abundance. | But 
| theſe appear empty, without heart-affeCting im 
done of the divine favour. Cod was the ſupra 
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ect of his love. ' The defives which he felt, and 
- Tf: tions which he expreſſed, are the deſires and 
efions of every one Who cometh to Chriſt, 
Whom have I in Heaven but thee ' O Lord!“ is- 
e language that correſponds to the feelings of tke 
lieving foal, * and there is none in ali the earth 
| defire beſide thee. - This God is my-God, and he 
will be my guide even unto death.” | 

z. To come to Chriſt, under the influence of di- 
e faith, is not only to chooſe him for our portion; 
have the' deſires of the ſoul going out after him; 
t it is to have the heart deeply affected with godly 

Ow oft account of fin. This is eyidently iimptic$ 
the approach of the ſoul to Chriſt. We can never 
ooſe him as our portion; we can never feel our 
fres panting after him, without a cordial renunci- 
jon of our (inful pleaſures and vain purfuits. Where- 
r theſe fervent "Jetorminations exiſt, they are al- 
„ accompanied” with a forrow £ fin. A 
nitential ſpirit is Evidently tied in our ap- 
aches to Chriſt. As we advance, we look upon 

„whom we have ed, and mourn; as one 
urneth for an only child. No ſoul ever came to 
riſt without-feeling arid taſting the bitterneſs of 
At a diſtance from God, faith in his word con- 
ices us that we are in a miſerable and ruinous con- 
on. It is this ttue ſenſe of our ſin and ruined 
te by nature that is a powerful mean, in the Hand 
the Spirit, to draw our hearts to God. The 
al fon never thought of returning to his fat 

uſe, till he experienced the hardſhips of a * 
dition. It way a ſenſe of theſe" filled him 
th regret and compunction of Heart, and made him 
ſh to poſſeſs onee more the ſmiles" of 2 — — 

. fled on every fide with want and 

forms the reſblutom of rerion — — 

aſures and vanities of the world;- 


d out to us in the goſpel, a ping of th i: 
tance unto life that Neben not: do 50 


* 
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inſtitutions he hath. enjoined. In the uſe of the 
God hath promiſed to meet with his humble 


mit them to nearer acceſs, and to favour them wi 
the ſmiles af his love. Accordingly, they love 


his glory in his ſanctuary. They frequently 


' Chriſt. is alſo to delight in prayer and holy 
in Chriſt;; to taſte, as. well as. to converſe / with 


Fotedneſz af heart to. God, 
 Joul-ſatisfying,and comforting manner. 


vine faith, is to ſhew an unfeighed ſubjeCtion tl 


_ commandments behind their back. To ſubmit 
| Him therefore, as a ſovereign, as. well as to 9e 


. 


£ l 
of, and will in ſome- meaſure” be felt by every i 
that comes to Chriſt, _ 5 Og 
4 To come to Chriſt, under the influence of diy 
faith, is to have. delight in his ordinances, The 
ordinances. are, the reading the word hearing | 
preached; prayer and praiſe; and all the other poſi 


] 


ſhippers. and:to;bleſs them; he hath promiſed to 


worſhip towards his holy habitation, “ where his 
% nour dwelleth. They come into his houſe nh 
« abundant grace, and in his fear worſhip toward 
holy place : they long ſtatedly to ſee his power 
© unto God as their chief joy. To come to Chil 
therefore, is ta give a cheerful, conſtant, and habit 
attendance. on all the means of grace. It is als 
read, with. ſolemn attention, what he has reves 
to make his teſtimonies their delight and their c 

ſellors; to make his word a light to their feet 
lamp. to. their: path; it is to make his ſtatutes? 

ſongs in. the houſe of their pilgrimage. - Le come 


Y ] 
tion; to unboſom ourſelves to our gracious Fat — 


's 


wers of the world to come, To delight in . 
n frequently to take into our hands the ma 
morials of his love in dying for us; and to polſeb 8 


5. To, come to Chriſt, under the influence of 


authority, as. our ſovereign and king., | ew. have 
bs to-receive and liſten to the promiſes of Ob 
and cal 


ut alas! to many reject his precepts 


r NAN vn. t 


0 2 Saviour; and to be conformed: to his la well 
25 to receive his promiſes, 4s the beſt evidence of our 
ring come to Chriſt under the-influence of a living 
faith : If ye love me, keep my commandments. Ie 
© are my Landa if ye do whatſoever I command 
© you.” What is the-exhortation that immediatel 
follows the text? © Take my yoke upon pou, an 
learn of me: for I am meek and lowly.” Tou all 
Lnow that the word yoke, is a metaphorical term, ſig- 
ifying his commands. To come inte any family as 
z domeſtic, always ſuppoſes that you agree to act ac- 
ording to the regulations of the houſe, and to ſubmit 
o the authority of the maſter of the fociety,of whick 
you are now. members. To come into the family of. 
Ieſus; to make a part, and to be members of his 
hurch,. muſt» imply an equal obligation to act ac- 
erding to his lawe, and to obey: his ſupreme and di- 
ine authority. To ſay that we come to Chriſt; and 
t live in the-datly and habitual neglect. of his laws, 
s a ſolemn modkery of the Almighty; Sin muſt not 
ay be abandoned in the heart ; but godlineſp-muſt 
| a the liſe of every one that has come, 


I ſhall now, in the laſt place; propoſe ſeveral mo- 
res and conſiderations to enforce the invitation in 
1. Conßder, O ſinner, 28, long as you; this 
witation, you are in a ſtate of gut and miſery... It 
indeed impoſſible to conevive any ching ſo di 
the ſtate of an impenitent ſinner- H yowdo net 
dme to Chriſt, you-have nothing to gnpect bat a7 
artful looking for of jadgement, and figry-indigna» 


on to conſume you. I beſeecly you then. to 4 
une yourſelves Whether you come to Chriſtin 
manner we: have. pointed oct. Many: ate The 
neſtions that have: been put ta you nete you came _. 
10 the world; but a more ſerious and importeſt em 
«never put 28! you: thay; Tait) lee 


1 


HAS 
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«you 1 not?” A your all depends on che — 


b you can be too young to become believers in Chrif 


000 


« you come to Jeſus as the Redeemer of ſouls, or 


you can return. ou are ſtill at a diſtanee ;f 
Chriſty if . ad in treſ und Gngp 
you are ſtill in the all of bitterne and bond of ini 
quity ; if you are ſtill, unxene ved in the ſpirit of 
minds; your ſtate is miſerable and wretched beyonl 
conception. The fun may riſe and gladden the v 
with his light, but it Sn your breaſt 
for its beams are cond u to the chambery a 
darknefs.' The ons * heavens above, 5 

of the earth below. 15 ſmile around yo: but 
ſhould impart no joy to your heart while you 
at a diſtance from riſt, and an enemy to his 4 
Your days ſhould paſs on in ſorrow. and fadne . 


jon of your time is bri 

e e the effects of een which was d 
rk denounced againſt ſin. Eau but coming 0 
en ou from the torment, or dee. 
liver you from t earls ofthe divine laws 44 

* Cott, O finnex! the time you have int 
world is ſhort, and you know not how. ſoon the k 
i "Bath Be e you de come to . Pera co 
ſome here may never hear another ſermon 3 mg 
never be fayoured with -another invitation t cm 
to Jeſus.' The angel of death may have . 
ceiyed his commiſhon, figned and | Tealed- the | 
revocible” word of. God, to ſeize and 19, make jt 
priſoners of the . What a motive _— 
mind the things tha R andy, 
de forever hid . our eyes. 1 
665 in the bubneſs of life ; but how faculty di in 
do they prove in the concerns of eternity. None 


F 
d of Satan 3 none of you. gan 

. eee 
'to die. You can never, 


W to 2 and to begin a life 


„anon .. 165 


in end in heaven. ' If you faw your true intereſts; 
js fo the worth of your foul z if you knew the 
lid pleaſures of religiomʒ you. + never * 
f the one needful to old age. 
3- Conſider, how ow gate focrer you may be, if you 
me to Chriſt, he will graciouſly receive you. 
vorchineſs wilt hinder your reception... « be. | 
ſoever cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out.” 
e came into the world to ſave ſinners of every de- 
e 
rid th eternal ages, for (aving the vileſt and 
pſt — of his creatures. For your encou-, 
gement, he has teceired many as guilty and polluted. 
ou are. Paul, who counted hinxelf the cher 
. 
d injurious, at laſt obtained mercy. Many are the 
des on Mas e 28 
o have been waſhed in the blood of Jeſus, and ſane - 
3 the ſpirit of God. How many are now ſtand-- 
belore che throne of God in glery, whe ere - 
ce wallowing in the mire and filth of this world. 
encouragement is this for the chief nn. 
come unto Chriſt! ! 
4. Confder how Chriſt hath come to you "of 
into our world, having his maj re yaw; 
1 of a ſervant, to ſeek and to ſave that which 3 
t. He came © as man of 
J 3 invite us te 
coming to you he ſuffered a 
r 
de in to Chriſt; 2 
in his way wo, pI a — did =» 
His he well a ſeaſon his divine 
ic eee cruel train of ſuſfer - 
ignominous and painful death; and when 
not leave your fins” 
iſt come from. heaven 
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Ar 


our nature, paſſing 22 ſtate of fallen angels, u 
fave us, ſhall we reject the counſeb of, God zg 


ourſelves? Ho — how unpardonable-will 

our iniquit Every call you nom hear aud 
will increaſe the torment t that: fee which is as 

| ror mare -+- iff itt Pry 


. 


I come now to ivply this fabjodh. 
1. Hence we may learn the love that Chridh hem 


to ſinners of mankind. © He takes notice of the i 
condition of his people in the world- Whether 
ſtate be afflicted and ui fconſolate, or carnal and ſeeu 
Chriſt has their welfare and intereſt at heart, 
invites them to come out of it. H he had not 
them, he would not have been ſo earneſt and a1 
tionate in his invitations: If he had not loved ih 
he would never have pointed out the an 
which they are expoſed. No ſuch invitations te 
the abodes of defpair : They are reſerved in chal 
of darkneſs till the judgement of the great ay. 
differently hath he acted to you ?- Yoware intim 
to enjoy bleſſings, at e angels wonder; you 
2 7. e il 
never have an 1 5 — jo invited to looks 
this ſuffering, Im and finful-ftate, to a — MF 
reſt— to thoſe heavens and new earth hett 
dwelleth right When we diſcover ĩ²ĩͥ e 
to have à perſon, Friend, or child near us, is it 
1 ſtrong love and attachment: to then 
The earneſtly Chriſt invites ue, che more 
tionately' be loves us. Ie is ungaſy to fee ift 
ſtand at a diſtanee from him. But hen dlawie 
to him, he ſecs of the travel of his ſoul ami it 
He rejoices over them 8 them good. Maint; 
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ence we may learn the 8 rer 
* come to — 1 Your! ee a 80 | 
y monarchs. What: bawe . 


| can compar 2 bloſſe dneſs of the pon 
* 
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diſciple of Jeſus > They may live in affluence and 
caſe for three ſcore years and ten, and then deſcend 
into the cold manſions of the grave, which is to be 
to them a gloomy paſſage to endleſs. miſery. Your 
happineſs, O Chriſtian, ho have. come to Jeſus, is 
never to have un end: It is as im ps 
Jehovah himſelf. No wonder then thats ſo many 
prayers have been offered up to a throne of grace, 
to be made meet for: the inheritance of the · ſaints 
in light. I here is little, very httle in this world to 
refreſh your hearts ʒ to pleaſe your eyes ; to entertain 
your ears, if you have come to Jeſus and taſted that 
the Lord is gracious. The very firſt moment you 
came to him, you were bleſſed and happy creatures. 
His — reviving within you; his — 
in your | 
a ſhall be able to ſtand in the 

dd, others ſhall be confounded. . All that 
mercy and love of God can beſtow. ſhall be yours. 
[ou come to a God who can bleſs you in time, com- 
fort you at death, and make you happy for evermore. 

3. Let me not diſmiſs you this place without 
deſeeching all of you to make a perſonal applicati 


application 
pf what 2 n your on 
hearts. Have you choſen Chriſt, or the world, for 
your chief portion? Which. of them, were you 
ſtretched upon your death-bed, 1 
eaven and ſay you have choſen /To which of them 
lo your affections go out with the greateſt warmtl 
your choice decided for time or terug 
ven, or hell? Hare you ever been 
nth a ſenſe of guilt, and ſeen that you ſtand. as m 
n need of pardon and forgiveneſs from the throne of 
od. as the ſick ſtand in need of medicine; or;the 
anting of food ; or the blind of fighr. .. Have 
rer been aſſected with 2 ſenſe of fin, ſo as to moin 
ver it? Or do voa live eaſy and abox 
our guilty ſtate? Have you any reliſh or e 
i uling the means of grace, and the ordinances,of - 
: #4 religion? 


3, 


rtaʒ clothed in the righteouſneſs of .the 


(emen 
religion? Or do the pleafures of ſenſe and the amuſ 
ments of life give more ſatisfaction to your ſbuls] 
Be not deceived, for God is not mocked : for what 
ever you ſow yqu-ſhall reap if you ſow to the fleſh 
you ſhall of the ſteſh reap” corruption ; if you for 
to the fpirit, you-ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting 
Have re, fo as to make his laws the 
rule of your life; and his example the model of you 
Holy conduct? Or, afraid of being ſingulas in the 
_ cauſe of Chriſt, are you living as the d lives avs 
cording to the max ims, and cuſtoms, and examples ef 
thoſe, whoſe God is their belly, whoſe end is tem 
deſtruction? Let conſcience, let the word of Gol 
deal impartially with your hearts. It is better nov 
to be condemned, than afterwards to ſtand convided 


at the feat of judgement It is better now. ti (el): 
the bitterneſs of r than afterwards to ii 
nere. 
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Yefus ſaid, If thau knews/t the gift of Gad, nud 


who it is that ſaith to thee, "Give me to drink... 
thou wouldt have afted of hin, and he would 
have given thee living walgre., | 


. ' * ande 
s & # .- 8 -*3. 
. [> * 4 


HSE words are à part of the inſtruQtive cone 
verſation that paſſed between Jeſus and the 
oman of Samaria. All the incidents of this hiſtory 
limple and beautiful. On the one hand, we fee 
e condeſcenſion and earneſtneſs of the Saviour, to 
ek and to ſave that which was loſt ; on the 22 : 
called to obſerve how deep convichign of guilt 16 
dually introduced. into the mind n leg, 
oud, and. ignorant ſinner. This was the eſt” 
d molt propitious day this woman had ever en, 
ill now the had lived under the power aud dent 
on of fin, „ without God and without hope th. 
world,” us knew. all the cireumſtances ot 
llty ſtate 3 e ſaw that her chief concern, ar 


llineſs in life was to make proviſion for the fled, any” 1 


ll the luſts chereof; and that ſhe was proceeding” 
ta a haſty and inconſiderate pace the path of the 


a 


«| 


K 


A 
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deſtroyer. While the was in this ſtate; Jeſus & 
* well, and entered into a familiar, * 

, converſatiap with her; and before he left ber, 
find here humble and true penitent. + * N 


In diſcourſing on theſe words, I ſhall make us 
(Ra remarks on the whole of the hiſtory þ 


. 1'mean ds the Whit particular truths * 
derived from the words we have read. 
III. Conclude with an e bau 


ele vie ws. 


. The firſt Toca make * that bel 
1 the moſt ious. manner, arranges and dig 
the Abele es and unforeſeen cir 
bat pave the way for the humble andcordiel/te 
1 to God, through a mediator. Theſe & 
oumſtances may be various, and not the” Bows. 
experience of every Chriſtian. There are,” fait 
apoſtle, © diverfities f operations, but KG 
+ God which worketh all in all.” 1 Cor. xii 655 
 thoofſes ſometimes to impreſs the heart with a\ 
eee eee 
Btping the ſoul from the womby while orhers 
* e mighty hand : 
und changes have paſſed over their heads. 


7 the caſe with (he woman before ws? ſhe had had 
| ln{bands. * es the great Redeemer 


ergy 10 His word, to 5 55 underſundin 101 
2 WarveNous things is Jaw # | 
—— — 


4 5 draweth night te the grove, a he ſow 
Ke ind 168 


cri ure, that all theſe are provident aver vs 
we, or for our conviction of fin and the eftabliſh- 
a on ny}, | 
feds; -+ | We | 
N 1 inſtance before. us, we ave! told 
baviour meant to return to-Galilee 3 but he: mil 
ave returned to Galilee by a different road, had he 
intended to meet. with this-poor'finner at 
rell. The ſalvation of her foul fees principally 
0 have directed his courſe, * He muſt 'needs | 
through Samaria.” How great his ewe 
ondefccricing bis mercy; Which Jed hin, | 
uch fatigued; tavrecal this g 
imſelf. He ſaw this poor woman 
ychar, dead in treſpaſſes and fins. 
he dominiou ere 


nſabdued by kis PE Iny 
lace of torment. 


be would have leſe dhe place hefase 
ad Ui come later, the 3 


Daes not the/inſtagge 25. 
| — un Mor Cota 6-3 
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obſeriation with which we-ſet out; # that provideng 
-arranges the unexpected circumſtances that "pm 
che way for the humble and cordial return of 
ſoul to God?“ Think how ſeaſonabiy Philip is cot 
-miſſioned 5; think how © providentially he meets i 
chariot of this nobleman. Recollect how well pm 
pared the eunuch's heart is to hear the ingraſted wal 
of life. At the very inſtant he was reading the pm 
phet, anxious to receive fuller light and knowledg 
into the counſels of God, the ſervant of the Lord # 
_— and 'preaches unto him Jeſus. Take anothy 
example: Why is Paul caſt into priſon ? Why is if 
atraigned on that particular occaſion ? Is it merely 
'gratify the malice of the rulers? or, does not Provident 
Leit and direct us to another and higher uſe - the ce 
rſion of the jailor and all his houſehold? 4 Whek 
< is wiſe, and will conſider theſe things, ſhall unde 
« ftand the loving-kindnefs of the Lord.“ If ever 
Hearts of wy 27 you have been brought to à cord 
reception of the Saviour and his goſpel, has het 
met you 2s' he met the woman of Samaria, at ſont 
-time, in ſome place, in ſome circumſtance, prorides 
trial, or” aMiCtion which was u d by ry 
Has he not made all his goodneſs to ps before yt 
and made you partakers of his mercy 
A ſecond” remark I would make foom the kill 
before us is, that our gracious Redeemer preſents 
wich his love, and employs perſevering pains and 
bour to ſecure an intereſt in our affections, and to 
* comp as pe: ron — our 2 0 45 
N able to the general courſe o 
'dence 1 a determinations of his grace, « th 
they who ſeek him | ſhall find him.“ But it 
equally true, from many examples in ſcripture, # tl 
«he is ſometimes found of them that ſeek bim nc 
There was nothing about this woman to atteT] 
Baviour's notice, but her gilt, her folly, and wre 
 eaneſs. She had nothing about her e | 
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ft meetneſs for. receiving the. divine merey. All the 
ualifications ſhe poſſe fled: were an ignorant, pens 
at, ſinful, and froward heart; Thete appears ne 
ucumſtances more favourable about:her:thatutheſc; 
„ben Jeſus began to diſcourſe with her. Let. ſee 
ad adͤmire how the compaſſionate Redeemer fine 
is preventing, unſolicited eye of mercy and love 


bon her. While ſhe was ſtout-haarted and far from 


vhtcouſn-(s, ſhe is brought nigh by the bad = 
'hrift to the merey - ſeat. While the Was thinking o 
ay thing but God, on any thing but a Saviour, the 


made to feel the power of his preventing and can 


vering grace. Has this ever been the caſc with an 
fyou? While you were engage in the tuinous pur- 


uits of ſin; while you were childten of difobedicace, 
evoted to the world, and loſing your ſoula amidit tha 
leaſures of time and ſenſe ; have you heard the vince 
the Son of God arreſting you in vont thoughBeſs 
nd mad career, and preventing eur an 
oom, with unmerited, unſolicited offers of Himſelł 


f this has ever been the condition of any" of: you; 
our ſouls will be feelingly fenkible.. of his owe; and: 
led with growing admiratian at the aſtoniſhing | 
anner in which he made Himſelh knen to eur 
ears. „dm heirs rides bt ee 
But our great Redeemer not only preſentn u ith 
is mercy z he employs: perſevering pains and %, 
d ſecure an. intereſt. in out affeftions, and 40:guin''s 
omplete conqueſt, aver our hearts.../ In. the. nintir 
erſe, we find this woman deſt itute of dove tau 
nd, and even ſo: hard-heatted as ito-refule:a/danughc 
vater to the thirſt of Jeſus; becaulobg 
'ore the habit and had the appesranet af a Jews 
he muſt have obſerved hi II 
ved his neceſſitous .circumſbantes ; - inſtrad of 
"pathy, ſhe mocks, and treats him with 22d 
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his deſigns of mercy to reclaim her? Nety) heath 
- diſcovered a godlike temper. Take notice, Nikewile 
the ſeems quſte ignorant of the owe 0p force d 
ſpiritaal truths; or, if ſhe conſiders them, it is id 
carnal way: © Sir, whence haſt thou this water 
She was diſpoſed to difpute againſt her own ſalvation, 
and to deny the means of it, becauſe ſhe ſaw no ou 
ward appearance of it. Our Lord pitied this ſtupy 
dity; it made him more earneſt to lead her on, ſtep by 
ep, to the fulleſt conviction of her loſt and. ruined Wor 
Rate, and to a confidence in him as the expected and 
promiſed Meſſiah. Only attend to the patience, the 
unwearied pains and perſevering love of Jeſus, till hy 
opened her heart to receive, without the leaſt heft 
tion, his divine teſtimony ; till he l 
ſee the marvellgys things in God's law. He uſer ue 
harſh or chiding language; he did notftrive, but wal: 
meek, gentle, patiently labouring and ing for 
ber ſoul. Is not this the method he till purſues with 
many of us? How long, alas Ido we remain infens 
ſible to the voice of His mercy, providence, enc 
ragements, and threatenings! This or that rod is jeal 
with à meſſage to our ſouls, but we heed it not. "af 
this woman reaſoned, we reaſon, in à carnal mam 
being like her equally under the power of feine 
Sometimes he loads us with his benefits, and Rena 
determined to ſoften the — cur LOT - þ 
dis loye—by his unwearied. goodneſs to n W. 
repentance.. But alas] how much are theſe mim in 
proved ; how feeble and ſhort-lived the impreſtouit i: 
they make on our hearts ! Ignorant of our true "— 
*pineſk;chow often have we turned a deaf ear te oy. 
| him; does be ſorſake u? Nb; amidſt manifoldpre 
vocatichs, much ignovance, much cortempt of Mh 
grace, he is ſeem to till he make vs Meet 
down:before him and ery out: *I perceive thou ho. 
A prophet, the Meſſiah, who has told me 'all-that} 
cer did. Whatdhall Il doto'be faved ““ 1 
; ia S #4 
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Thus Chriſt finds us dull and unapt ing 
ay of ſalvatiom g hut he n * us till; wy 
— manner, either by the inſtitutions of 
ord, of his or of his mercies; he make#ue# 
iſe unto ſalvation. ' All our former provoeations or 
eſent backwardneſs to lay hold on eternal He; 
ot make the Saviour deſiſt from his labour oi 
l he has gained a complete conqueſt over 'albpi 9 
ices, hardneſs, und blindneſs of dur — An be | 
orm himſelf in our Reurts mare hs >» den 0 
A third re mark would make on y 1% 
at when Chriſt is diſcovered 
the ſearcher of hearts, as the | 
all things, and who alone can give life to our ſouls; 
e feel an ardent deſire to poſſeſe his favour, and at 
e ſame time are heartily di to uſe every en- 
avour to bring others to entertain the Tame exalted* 
ntiments of the Saviour that we ourſelves” feel. 
e love of a true convert to Chriſt 
id ſtea Every beloved object that is ited 40 
r Seen Rubia — fails to excite correſpondent 
lings in our minds. All the glory, powery, and 
itableneſs of the great Redeemer to the ſtate of dur 
uls, as guilty, ignorant, and impotent before Goa; 
not be feelingly perceived by the true diſciple of 
fus, unleſs the and moſt ardent of 
e heart be excited and directed towards * 
Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there 
in all the earth 1 deſire beſides thee.. The 
it is brought to entertain ſuch views of the Sarees: 
fers an intereſt in his favour before all 2 
opments. He eſteems him as hie chief good, as 
rue 1 ineſs, and his preſent” and eternal 7 2 
| — is rſt captivaied,; and then 
6 te brow ire love he has ſhewn. * — 
ce the patience and fuferivg of his Saviour, 
—— all- the — and bi 
c. „ Jeſus to bra ft 1 
W "5 | he 
K 3. 
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truſts in him as able to ſave to the utter the 

rns love ſ love into the boſom of the bleſſal j 
But theſe feelings are not conſined to the n 
row circle of a ſelfiſh, or perſonal 1 we ſe 

"hey are expanded to comprehend the © religions an 
immortal intereſts of others. 

In the conduct of this returning Gnves, we find 
| that the moment divine grace touched her heart, ao 
ſhe received power to believe on Jeſus, ſhe was over 
come with joy; ſhe left her pitcher z the forgot he 
errand to the ell; and 2 the utmoſt ſpecd 

an urgent meſſage to her fellow ſinners in the cit! 
Come ſee a man that told me all that ever I did 
Is not this the Chriſt ?” As ſoon as we begin toe 
tertain proper views of the Saviour 3 10 feel a ſeriou 
concern about our own ſalvation, ſo ſoon do we tht 
a ſingere and hearty intereſt in the (piritusl ſta | 
others. The love of Chriſt in the heart is a 
and communicative principle. It expands the la 
with a ſacred regard to the beſt intereſts of m 
fe who have attained the faving knowledg 
Fray who live moſt under the power of the gaz 
will be moſt zealous and dili x in prening 
honours, and glories of his. cr fe 
iof men. In whatever —— 9 exe 
influence they may have in the 1 they will x 
13 ——— the — the Saviod 
They e the enlargement kingdom. I 
. wiſh to call finners to him Any labour they 
waking | to undertake, any ag ng they are re 
| 8 any reproach they are prepared 
a but recover loſt finners, and 
5 e of the juſt. True gue 
ocial, principle : It loves not to eat the 
> IR May we not that this we 
would feel much anxiety to publiſh che condeſcer 
mercy of the Redeemer to he ihe, widen 
had lived ag an adultreſs. After ſhe had felt 


en eee eee 


Z Dt 5 tr - 


SS => 


© 


— N - 


SERMON VIN. / Fre 


he had come to a thorough knowledge of the perfoti 

Chriſt; would ſhe be urgent to bring others tothe + 
zuntain of life, and ex no ſolicitiide for the ſal- 
ation of one with ſhe had committed much 
iniquity ? As they had been workers together in n 
ell he HO TIT ſhould be 
partakers together of the divine mercy? © I have 


« met the Meſhah,” might ſhe not fay, *© that told 
« me all that ever 1 did. He laid all my ſinful life 


« have equally gracious deſigus oi * thy ſoul. 
« He has waſhed and pardoned me. He will do the 
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„before me; he brought home to my conſcience | 
« my guilty ſtate, and bade me call thee. He muſt | 


« fame for thee.” y e. N 
A fourth remark I would make; is that ſuch is the 


{bro wars „no d bf guilt, 
no infpediments can obſtruct ia N ee rene 
his woman, being a Samariean, might 
niſhed Jeſus with a pretext to withhold his 
ſovereign: cold and infolent refuſal of 
fo (mall a favour. might have made him turn from 
ber, with a frown of indignation; Above all, her 
character, as a lewd and notorious ſinner, might have 
nA juſtified the Saviour, from entering into any conver» 
fation with her. But his are not as our 
thoughts; his ways ate not as our ways. He came 
not to call the righteous bot finners to reperttance 3 
« iis e 
« it is a fav fayi all ion, 
that Chriſt came S 
« even the very chief” of them who believe and 
obey his goſpel. It is not national animoſty ; It is 
not party diſtinction ; It is not the impediments that 
wo often obſtruct the ſhallow! ſtreams of huntan 
lore, that will imerrupt the divine mercy. Nay what 
s ſtill more comfortable, it is not the 'moſt 
offences, the moſt frequent injuries, that will make the 
Saviour turn away with averfon * 


"21 


have fur- 
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%, goodneſs done unto the children of men." OU 


Ant to his own gifts. The water which Chriſt aſkid 


5 adrfed 10 that he gave his precious blood k 


the C6at of his croſs; and if you devoutiy contemplats 
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This is nt a ſulitary, or ſiugle — iv 

i tr love of your Redee met Wholly 
to great and Yating offenders. Many are we 
trophies. of his grace, many are tlie monuments 
his mercy, recorded in the word of God Tor the e 
couragement of the believing and returning penitent 
«0 Ke men would praiſe the Lord for his great 


it would lead us/more and more unto repentance! * 

A fifth remark Lwould make is, that Chriſt nee 
aſked any thing from the ſinner withour an intent 
of returning an hundred fold.. | L 

Here he aſks of the woman of Samaris l 
of Jacob's well, and, in return, he promiſes to. give 
ber living water ſpringin up in her ſoul anto eterui 


Efe. The ſinner indeed Nr to Gol] 
but ſt gives to him. He has the bet 


from this woman was his on, as heir of all things 
But this marks the greatneſs of hig condeſcen6on, it 
aſking from us and accepting any thing a8 2 ſacrifie 
at our hand. For, what are the poor inſignificant 
offerings, or ſervices, we can do to him in oy riſon 
of thoſe bleſſings he can and has promiſed to belt 
on us: Chriſtians | Jeſus is nov aſki * 
the e e of your hearts to him as 5 
My ſon eee Tr, a 
obo prophet ou. Can you refuſe thig 


?: Are not your hearts his ſacred pr . 
jr ſolemn ; obligations? He is. 1 . you 
to preſent your bodies as living facrifices' unto bim 
You will not, therefore, come 1 him. with ſouls un- 
animated with his love, hem you think of the helghty 
and depth, and. breadth, and length of the love of 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus He is requiring you w 
facrifice all your fins, and all your idols of vanity 


_ ſacriſices he has made in your room and dan 
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on; fig to laſt, this will prove, an eaſy and pleaſant 
art of your holy ſervice. He is no uiring you 
give yourſelves unto the Lord, ty glory in his 
roſs, to confeſs him before men, and to adorn the 
octrines he has taught you, by walking in his ſtatutes 
nd doing them : But rejoice that he has promiſed 
u ſufficient ſtrength, to enable you to diſcharge theſe 
uties; to give you his ſpirit and to make you ſtrong 
1 the Lord, and in the power of his mi He 1s 
quiring you to live above: this world, as pilgrims 
d ſtrangers on earth. But in return, he promiſes 
d gives you an inheritance incorruptible, nndefiled; 
nd that fadeth not away. © He * Redeemer —f 
will give you grace and glory; and no good thi 
will he withhold from them who walk uprightly. 


now proceed to ilJuſtrate thoſe; truths that may, 
a particular manner, be derived from the words of 
e text, © If thou kneweſt the gift of God; and 
who it is that ſaith to thee, Give me to drink, thou 
wouldſt have aſked of him, and le would have 
given thee living water.” en N 
1. An important truth, derived from theſe words, 

, that a true and proper knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation; and iguorance of 
s divine and perſonal glory is moſt: ruinous to the 
RE Fay = 3 

t is of the greateſt importance, in concern 

ur ſalvation, to have juſt and honourable views; of | 
perſonal glory and character of Chriſt. With» 

ut this we can have no clear views, no welk-grounded 
opes of eternal life. It is, therefore, the general 
ope of the word of God, to unfold his character aud 

d place his offices, in the ceconomy of grace, and the 
hole mediatorial work he parſorms, in a rich variety 
lights. All the deſcriptions given of him, and the 
any incidents by which we come to a perfect knows 
dge of his divine and human nature, are all defighed 
create confidence and wall, oy NES 
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e the perfect ons of divinity. We are e 


In the Firſt part of the verſe ke giver of this li 


«it is that ſaith unto; t 
. wouldſt have "47 ery ined 2 


has a right to ſay, 1 am he that ſearcheth 
1 as man, would it not have been 
ptuo 


dleſſings of ſalvation? 
at ok worſhip. * 
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breaſts towards him. Without the Enowhihed 
Chriſt, we muſt remain entire ſtrangers to Me A 
and power of the . We muſt know whithe# 
way Hl den glory bat he has done for us; whi 
he iz fliÞ doing; and what he ui do at death and 

the judgement of the: (great day. The words of t 
text lead us to view as more than human; 


his own expreſs words, to look beard; ts 

and humble appearance as a man, to ſomethi 
d with his character, that gives him 

to the rights of divinity, © If kne we 
« of and who it 1s that ſaith to thee, es me 
« drink, thou wouldſt have aſked of him and | 
« would: have 
this be the lan 
of the true G 


given thee living water. WI 
e of a mere creature, or the fy 
z judge Jehovah is reg eſente 


watery and Jeſus afſerts, in the'laſt part of it, that 
equally his prerogative to impart this heavenly 


Did ever a mere prophet, apoſtle, martyr,” or 
dare to uſe ſuch language? — 


„give me to drink, t 


* thee living water“ 
prowe deity, does he | not diſcover 
ka mio bb convrain with tis womang to 
_—_— a clear, but omni/cient, all-/eeing- knowien 
crets of her heart, and ihe tranſa@ions of 
e not diſcover himſe}f to her as one 


hearts” Add to this, Were he not really, and 


us in him to deſire this woman to fall 
before him, as a humble ſuppliant, aſking the * 
water, or the influences of the % Pri, and! 
h Heck an; 


0 


"1 
* 


nl 2 . 
i the-Canet's mind of the infinite power, ſuificiency; 
od fulne(s. of the perſon addrefled, to fupply all his 
ants and to grant the moſt certain neſjef. It cannot, 
ithout the groſſeſt idolatry, be countenanced, or 
aimed by any creature, not the higheſt * in 
ory. It is the ſole right of the The ins 
nce from this train of reaſoning is obvious if vou 
gard Jeſus only as a prophet, “ as: an upper fer» 
vant in the kingdom of heaven,” as a diſtinguiſhed 
rtyr, as the head and chief of the creation ; 
ot, at the ſame time, connect with theſe views of 
is character, that he is the true, the only wiſe God, 
r Saviour; that he is the ſearcher of hearts, the ob» 
& of faith, of love, of worſhip, and prayer; you are 
ill as ignorant of his real and dignity, as was 
tis poor woman at Jacob's well. Fou know a 
tle about him as ſhe did, when ſhe-faw him fa 
gued with his journey and aſking a draught of re- 
eſhing water.. [261 T2 a „ 
To know God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
hath ſent, is life eternal. It is à proper view of 
s godhead that places his humiliation in the maſt- 
oniſhing point of view. It is this that gives eff 
cy and virtue to his ſufferings. that adds weight 
d merit to his obedience ; and creates confidence: 
d an unſhaken dependence of the ſoul upon him 
ho would dare to truſt in a mere man, in the 
ſuch an awful curſe, as we find in the word of 
od: © Curſed is he that truſteth in the m of 
fleſh?” Who would dare to pray to, or aſk any. 
eſſing from him, who was no more than a-p 7 
a man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief, 
ould not this be laying the foundation, with a wit 
ſs, of creature worthip and: the moſt impiaus ido«. 
try. If you kndw bim not, therefore, as 'one in 
hom the fulneſs of the dwelleth bodilyy 
you do not pay him divine hongarand worſt ard = 
t only pray in his name to the Father; f 
to him as God your Saviour ; A if e een 
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« upon the name of the Lord Jeſus” in the fn 
feeling and earneſt manner that Stephen, 4 % 
martyr, did. when he gave up the ghoſt: Lord 
receive my ſpirit, you are ignorant of an eſſential pax 
of the character of Chriſt. 4 He hears the 
* when he crieth, the needy and him that Ar 
« helper.” You are to know him and confige in hi 
as God over all and bleſſed for ever. The heart mf 
be well eſtabliſhed in this truth, if we would dem 
comfort from the goſpel, or make the ſcriptures « 
ſiſtent with themſelves. Ree} 
. Chriſt is the gift of God here meant the unſpe; 
able gift of heaven; and if we rob him of his din 
perfections, and ſtrip him of his godhead, we leſſe 
nay, I had almoſt ſaid, annihilate the infinite value 
ſuch a gift; we betray our averſion to, and ignorant 
of this great fundamental truth of the goſpel, *} 
1 10 this is the true God and eternal life.” Is his 0 
0 dience to be conſidered in no higher point of ly 
1 than the obedience of 'a Noah, of an Abraham, 0 
| Job, of a Daniel, or of an angel? And if the fulne 
1 of the godhead dwell not in him, if he be not the 
9 God, his obedience cannot be viewed in a more | 
nourable way. Does his blood poſſeſs no more 1 
tue than the blood of bulls and of goats; than 
blood of a common - ſufferivg martyr ? Is th 
light in which the ſacrificial types of the Old Tei 
ment diſpenſation place his ſufferings and death 
this all the virtue the prophets or apoſtles aſcribe 
it, when they tell us, that he was cut off to put ane 
to fin, and to bring in an everlaſting righteoulne 
when they tell us he was wounded for our tranign 
ions, when he bore our fins in his own body ont 
tree ? Did the apoſtles view either his obedience 
death in this trifting, inſignificant light? II fo," 
does their language warm as often as they te 
bbedience and death to mind? Why are their! 
filled with holy wonder and admiration ? WU 
they expreſs themſelves ſo ſtrongly, ſo feeling!y 
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ſubject which ſome imagine containg nothing ſo ex- 
raordinary or marvellous. ** O the depth ot the 
knowledge and riches of Chriſt. O the wrt and 
depth, and breadth, and lengthr of the love of God; 
it paſſeth knowledge. Behold what manner of love 
the Father hath beſtowed on us, that we ſhould be 
called the ſons of God. Great is the myſtery of 
' zodlineſs, God manifeſted in the fleſh, ſeen of an- 
gels, juſtified in the Spirit, preached to the Gen- 
tiles believed on in the world, and received up into 
glory.“ Have you ſimilar adoring thoughts of the 
haracter, obedience, and death of the great Re- 
jeemer ? Encouraged by his own words, may you 
ot go, aud with earneſtneſs aſk_ him to give you this 
ing water. He will undoubtedly hear and grant 
on all your requeſts. wy — 5 
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Jeſus ſaid, If thou knews/t the gift of God, on 
oho it is that ſaith to thee, Give me to drink 
thou wouldſt have afted of him, and he uu 
have given thee living water. 


Fu paſſages; in the hiſtory of our Lord's e 
are more ſtriking and inſtructive than ul 

which · forms the ground of our preſent ſubject. Ii 

interview between the Meſſiah and the woman! 
Samaria, is not only affecting, but calculated to et 
vey many edifying and important leſſons for our i 
provement in divine knowledge. In order to i 
trate the "words of our text, I propoſed, Firſt, 
make a few general remarks on the whole of the N 
tory before us; and, fecondly, To ſhew what paß 
_ cular truths may be derived from the words we 
From this hiſtory, we remarked that providence! 
the moſt gracious manner, arranges and diſpoſes 
the unexpected and unforeſeen circumſtances Uh 
pave the way for the humble and cordial returns 


the ſoul to and that Jeſus, our gracious I 


0 
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eemer, prevents us with his love, and employs per- 
evering pains and labour to ſecure an intereſt in our 
ur affections, and to gain a complete conqueſt over 
bur hearts. We farther remarked, that when Chriſt 
; diſcovered by the believing ſoul, as the ſearcher of 
carts, as the Meſhah who knoweth all things, and 
ho alone can give life to our fouls, we feel an ar- 
ent defire to enjoy his favour; and, at the ſame 
me, are cordially diſpoſed to uſe every endeavour to 
ring others to entertain the ſame exalted ſentiments 
f the Saviour with ourſelves; that ſuch is the love 
of Chriſt to ſinners, as no degrees of guilt, no im- 
ediments can obſtruct its progreſs, or prevent its ef- 
ets. And, laſtly, that Chriſt never aſked any thing 
rom a ſinner, without an intention of returning an 
hundred foLM .. „ 

I proceeded, in the ſecond place, to illuſtrate thoſe 
ruths that may, in a particular manner, be derived 
om the words of the tent: 4 If thou kneweſt the 
gift of God, and who it is that ſaith to thee,” Give 
me to drink, thou wouldſt have aſked' of him, and 
he would have given thee living water.” In laſt 
liſcourſe, I only obſerved, on this part of the ſubject, 
hat a true and proper knowledge of Chriſt is abſo- 
tely neceſſary to (alyation; and that ignorance of his 
Kine and perfonal glory is moſt ruinous to the ſouls- 
ff men. Let it now be ſurther obſerved, 


II. That, another truth derived from this paſſage, is, 
at all the bleſſings of ſalvation are tobe conſidered as 
the gift of God. If thou kneweſt#he gift of God, 
thou wouldſt have aſked of him; and he would have 
given thee living water” | 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf is the unſpeakable gift of God, 
and is the pledge and ſecurity of all other gifts, bleł- 
ings, and privileges of that-covenant, which is w 
ordered in all things and ſure, It is pride of heart, 
the vileſt preſumptiog, joined to the groſſeſt ignp- 


Son of God, © who is the end of the law to eren 


fary to a well grounded hope in Chriſt Jeſus, that out 
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rance of the word of God, that could ever. have le 
men to ſoppore, that their moſt perfect obedience, 
much lefs their defectiye ſervices could have merit 
the kingdom of glory. We are every where taugl. 
in ſcripture, to view the Saviour's humiliation, ſuffes 
ings and death, as the meritorious cauſe, as the bel 
charter we can have for the bleſſings of the goſpel 
Indeed, were. the poſſeſſion of theſe bleſſings ſuſpend, 
ed on our defeCtive obedience, or 8 ſervices; 
and in this light they muſt ever be viewed, whes 
contraſted with the pure and ſpiritual nature of thy 
divine law; how gloomy our proſpect, how faint 
and fluctuating our hopes of ever obtaining and en 
joying theſe bleſſings | But the moment we 75 
them on the infinitely meritorious qbedience of th 


* one that believeth on him,” our hopes of  accep 
tance with God, and of eternal life, reſt; on an immore- 
able rock. In this view of the ſubject, the Chriſtian 
feels comfort, love, gratitude, obedience, and depen 
dence ſpringing up in his ſoul, as ſources of the pur 
eſt felicity—ſources of joy that are the inſeparable 
effects of repentance towards God and of faith in thi 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. „ vain” 2 i” « SOM 

To put this matter beyond all donbt—* that its 
„not by works of righteouſneſs which we have dang 
but by his grace he hath ſayed us,“ let us conlide 
man in two yiews—as a believer and an unbeliever; 
end the obedience which he gives to the divine bY 
in each of theſe. characters. The obedience, which 
we give to the divine law, in a ſtate of unbelief, wil 
be allowed to be very defective and inſufficient i 
juſtify us before God; for no part of it proceed 
from thoſe holy and divine principles, which his 5p» 
rit has pointed out in the goſpel as eſſentially neeck 


ſervices are acceptable in his fight.” Is not faith wan 
ing? Are net the loye and fear of God unfelt in tht 
foul ?. Whatever be the putward appearance of tht 


action 
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ions we perform, do they ſpring from the prin- 
ples of the goſpel, or do they come up to the do- 
ands of a holy law ? The apoſtle gives a true ac- 
ount of all obedience performed by unbelievers: 
For we ourſelves were ſometimes fooliſn, di - 
«ent, deceived, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, 
«living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 
« another.” Rom. iii. 10—1 8. To ſuppoſe the law ot 
od to come down in its demands, to ſtoop to the 
ollies and vices of men; or that God; as the holy and 
uſt governor of the world, will accept of deſective 
dbedicnce, performed from mean and ſelfiſh prin- 
iples, are equally repugnant to ſcripture. 4 
came, not to deſtroy the law, but to fulfil it. Hea- 
ren and earth ſhall ſooner paſs away, than one iota 
© of the law paſs away, till all be fulfilled. Will not 
the judge of all. the earth do that which is right? 

Zy the deeds of the la no fleſh can be juſtified.” 
Let us next view man, as a believer in the goſpel, 
nd we ſhall find it equally true, that all the bleſſings 
f ſalvation are the free giſt. of God, and not the! 
ages of our perſonal obedience. RD to FINE: 
Has the Chriſtian received power from God to be- 
jeve in the name of Jeſus ? Has he received the gift 
f faith, and, in conſequence of this divine principle, 
he enabled to bring forth much fruit, to the praiſe 
nd glory of God ? if the principles and power by 
hich every act of obedience is performed, be the 
ift of God, on ſcripture ground then we may con- 
ule, that the fruit, or effects, of theſe are not the 
ocuring . cauſe” of the bleſſings of ſalvation.' 1 Be- 
des, no works, even after converſion, owing torre- 
aning corruption in the heart, can come up to the 
:rit of the law of God, which is holy, juſt, auc good. 
| we are to ſeek ſalvation this w⁰ν we mult keep all 
e commandments, without the leaſt failure in 
ought, word, or deed. Is there a child of God, 
ho knows he muſt be more fruitful than others, and i 
ls che ſtrongeſt dere: to live in obedienee to tac 
L3.. goſpel,, 
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lives are recorded in ſeripture. And if they wereſay 


either before or after you have believed in Jeſus 


portance, that the believer ſhould: be fully. perſuade 
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goſpel, that would wiſh to reſt his hopes of eternal liſe 
this ground ? I believe not. He will not. pretendy 
be a more eminent faint than an Abel, a Noah, g 
Abrabam, a Jacob, Job, Daniel, and others uh 


by faith in the blood of Jeſus, and received the an 
cies of ſalvation as the gift of God, he muſt recej 
them in the ſame way, if ever with theſe warthies hi 
would with to inherit eternal life. But while T waull 
with a due particularity, guard you againſt truſting 
to your obedience, or your works, as your ſavioy 


would urge Chriſtians, as they regard the honourd 
their Redeemer, and the glory and ſucceſs of the gy 
pel, * to have their fruit unto holineſs, that thei 
< end may he everlaſting life.” Obedience, whe 
performed from goſpel principles, and directed to 
right end, that is, the glory of God, is an effent 
link in the chain of ſalvation, is a rich ſource of coms 
fort to our own hearts, and exceedingly profitable 
the church ef Chriſt, and the world that heth i 
wickedneſs. The more that the temper and ſpirit q 
the goſpel grows up in your hearts, the more hum} 
ing ſenſe of your own unworthineſs will you 'te 
which will lead you daily to a throne of grace, lik 
the'pyblican, crying, God be merciful to me ali 


3. Another truth, derived from theſe words, 4 
hem perfuaſion that Jeſus is both able and willing 
to ſave. 4 Thou wouldſt have aſked of him and N 
% would have given thee living water,” It is af in 


of this truth. Indeed, till it be deeply impreſſad 
his heart, he can have little peace and comfort i 


nigh to the footſtool of divine mercy,” .in 
ſenſe: of guilt often returns on the ſoul; it dam 4 
our hopes and deſtroys our confidence in G b. 
is only a firm belief of the willingneſs of the 8 ce 


to receive and to pardon the chief of: Gnuers 4 


9 
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m ſcatter our fears, remove our doubts, aud impart 
holy courage and, boldneſs in all our 4 Chl win to 
throne of grace. Jeſus, who made art, knows 
e fears of the heart; he knows the meſt ready way 
conquer them, and to eſtabliſh the mind in peace, 
Here I might defizxe you to reflect on his amazing 
miliation; on all the cruel train of ſufferiags he 
nderwent; on the tears he ſhed ; on the death he 
dured ; on the intreaties he uſed ; on the invitations 
gave to the chief of ſinner; to flee from the wrath 
come Why are we informed that his delights 
e early with men, in the habitable parts of the 
th? Why do we hear Jehovah confirming his mercy, 
the ſolemn form of an oath, that he hath no plea» 
rein the death of ſinners, but rather that they ſhould 
ra and live? Why is his covenant well ordered in 
things and ſure ? Why did Jeſus propoſe and offer 
mſelf ſo repeatedly in the goſpel hiſtory: to be- 
end, and ſave the moſt worthleſs and abandoned 
ners? Why do we ſee publicans, and harlots, and 
nſgreſſors of the firſt magnitude, (for the woman 
Samaria ſtands not alone on the records ef mercy), 
use for guilt, invited to come to hriſt? Arg. 
all theſe circumſtances deſigned to impart. ſtrong 
ſolation, by diſplaying before oureyzeshow willing 
d ready the Saviour is topluck us as brands from the 
rning? None ever came to him as loſt and periſhing ſin- 
but he embraced them in the arms of his mercy. 
ne ever ſupplicated his pardon, as weary and heavy, 
en, but he gave them reſt. None ever thisſted for 
bleſſings of his purchaſe, but to them he opened 
ns fountain of living water. If any man thirſt. 
| et him come unto me and drink. He that be- 
eech on me, out of his belly ſhall, flow. rivers o- 
ig water; but this ſpake he of the Spirit“. 
Another truth, derived from this text, is, chat: 
bleſſings of ſalvation are with great propriety. 


compared. to water—rliving Waters + + cw, 


n 


This | 


di ſappoint their hopes, Jeſus was never known 


fort our hearts, and build us up in our moſt holy fat 
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This is a very frequent metaphor, or compariſy 
in the ſcriptures. A well of living water is uſed 
the ſong of Solomon and by the prophet Iſaiab, xy 
3. to denote the ſulneſs, excellency and durableneſ 

of the ſalvation of Chriſt. A ciſtern, pond; or fireax 
may be ſoon dried up; but the idea of a well of ln 
ing, 3 water, ſuggeſts to us continued fulne 
and plenty. In Peter's ſecond epiſtle we read of l we : 
without' water,” that is, nominal Chriſtians withe , 
the ſpirit and power of religion. Well may tall ;. 
goſpel itſelf and its author be compared to 1. 
water: He has the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelig 
in him; © he is full of grace and truth.” Multitude 
have derived from his fulneſs grace upor grace, a 
et it remains unexhauſted and undiminifhed, 
leſſings the goſpel conſers are not ſcanty and per 
rious; they are full, powerful and extenfive 
their effects on the ſoul of every one who 18: made 
partaker of them. None who ever defired to poſſ 
them, have found them to deceive their wiſhes ten 


ſend the hungry, the thirſty ſoul from this living 
ter empty away. How ſimple, yet ſtriking, ae 
compariſons of ſcripture !' We all know that 
is a neceſſary mean of animal life. Without! 
element we could not be ſupported. Can our ſe 
hve before God without that pardon which his mer 
imparts ? Without drinking the waters of the lan 
tuary which, wherever they come, give life, can: 
make eſs heavenward ? Salvation by Chriſt f, ue 
the guilt; the love, and power of fin, is no leſs neceſiſi pur 
for the life and comfort of our ſouls, than wer 1 
for the comfort and ſapport of our bodies? Is ty; gnif) 
a proper view of the goſpel, which, by affecting 
hearts, makes us cheerful, lively; andactiye ? Do not! 
divine influences, communicated to our-fonls, 
and quicken us in the way of life ? Do they not cond x 


Eould the life of God in our ſouls be oy” 
X uppen 
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upported ſor one day without: this Bring water? 
ould it be preſerved or ſecured for a moment, if 
hriſt, the living fountain, were not liberally tolond 
orth freſh and invigorating ſtreams ? 


But the goſpel is not only full in its bleſſings and 
ceſſary to the comfort of our ſouls, like water, it is 


great mean of making us fruitful in holineſs. 
at is it that makes the graſs to grow, which covers 
e mountains with verdurez what is it that makes 
e corn to ſpring, which fills the valleys with plenty? 
it not the falling ſhower ? Is it not the dropping 
w? Chriſtians, may I not, in like — aſk, what 
the great mean af promoting the peaceable fruits 
righteouſneſs When did you begin to have your 
it unto holineſs? Was it — when the doctrines 
the goſpel began to diſtil upon your ſouls as the 
of heaven upon the tender herb? Was it not 
hen the influences: of the ſpirit began to drop as 
rain; to come down as ſhowers that water the 
th ? Theſe no ſooner deſcended than you grew up 
tender plants in the vineyard of the Lord ? No 
re as cumberers of the ground, you grow up as 
llows by the water courſes. ' You became as trees 
nted by ' the rivers of water, bringing forth your 
it in — ſeaſoon. 
leed I ſtop to take notice of another 8 
point of reſemblance that muſt ſtrike every atten» 
e mind; and that is the purifying and cleanſing 
ure of liviog water. Is it not the element we 
ploy to cleanſe any polluted or filthy body? It 
s uſed as a ſtriking type under the law to point 
purity of heart and of conſcience ? The pricls 
| Levites had their bodies waſhed with pure water, 
henify the inward * of foul with which they 
d draw near to In alluſion to this pro- 
ty of water, the Plalmiſt ſaysz „ Waſh meand 
ſhall be clean; cleanſe, ſprinkle me with hyſop 
nd I ſhall be whiter than the ſnow.” In New 
\ament language, do we not read of the * 
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of the durable nature of goſpel bleſſings. Stand 


everlaſting and inexhauſtible. The woman off 


heaven. John ſaw a river of pure water procee 


of regeneration; of the blood of Chriſt clean 
from all ſin. What water is to the waſting 
the filth of the body; ſo is the blood of Chriſt to 
purifying the heart and life from fm. | 

Again you will obſerve, our Lord calls the blef 
of ſalvation and the influences of the ſpirit living 
ters; and in the 15. verſe tells us they ſhall ſpring 
unto everlaſting life. Theſe epithets are exprel 


waters are ſoon dried up by the ſcorching heat oi 
fun, or they are ſoon corrupted and become noi 
to the powers of animal lite, and deſtructive to 
health of the body. In oppoſition to theſe quali 
the water which our Saviour offers is living and 
laſting. It is like himſelf, the ſame yeſterday, to- 
and for ever. All the bleſſings of his purchaſe 


maria drank out of the well that exifted in Ja 
days; ſhe alſo tafted of the fame falvation wil 
made Jacob happy. The mercy of the Lord en 
it eth for ever, from generation to generation.” 

who lived in the old world, and thoſe who live i 
new; thoſe who lived under the law, and thoſe who 
under the goſpel, ſhall be made equally partakers oi 
grace. To teach us how durable, full and inexhau 
the mercies of our Redeemer are, we read of thei 
living fountains of water refreſhing the rec 


out of the throne of God and of the Lamb, 
Prophet Iſaiah. li. 6. gives a lofty and ſublime dei 
tion of the durable nature of goſpel bleſſings, 
accords well with this deſcription given by 
apoſtle. <7 Lift up your eyes to the heavens and 
t upon the earth beneath; for the heavensſhall 
away like ſmoke, and the earth ſhall wax old 
© garment, and they that dwell therein ſnall di 1 
« manner; but my ſalvation ſbail be foreviry 
G righteouſneſs ſball nat be aboliſbed Allthat v8 
: 85 4 $14 0% 4 | E Feen 
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1d; all that has ever adorned the heavens, or beau- 
d the earth, ſhall vaniſn away; but thoſe ſpirit- 
comſorts, purchaſed and beſtowed on finners by 
iſt, held forth to us under the emblem of living 
ter, (hall never periſh nor decay. Like our ſouls; 
y ſhall live for ever; like heaven itſelf, and che 
one of God and of the Lamb, they ſhall be ever · 
Ling. * ene 


no proceed to the practieal improvement of 
ſubject. 1. | 
45s we may ſee how conſolatory the doctrines 
the goſpel are to true believers. ' As water, living 
ter, has a power of refreſhing the body; ſo have 
bleſſings of the goſpel a peculiar and divine power 
refreſhing the heart. Can we review the humili- 
n of Chriſt z his unwearied attentions - to the 
heſt intereſts of men ; his condeſcending manner; 
earneſtneſs he diſcovered in opening the eyes of 
ers; the ſimplicity he ſhewed in preſſing home 
pn their conſciences the things that belong to their 
ce; the life he led; the obedience he gave; and 
death he ſuffered in our room and ſtead ; the 
ings that are beſtowed upon us in time and 
ugh. eternity : I ſay, can we ſurvey all theſe, and 
feel a peace, a comfort, a joy in our hearts that 
th knowledge: while the goſpel enlightens the 
erſtandings of men, it thus conveys the moſt 
d ſatisfaction to the heart. | n 
From what has been ſaid, we may learn how 
h we are encouraged to pour out our hearts in 
jer before God. The Lord waits to be gracious. 
e that ſpared not his own ns hut delivered him 
p unto the death for us all; how will he not, 
ti him, freely give us all things.“ We may 
come boldly to the throne of grace, aud a 
e to help us in every time of need, without any 
ad of a refuſal, We may, with a holy con- 
ce, aſk the living water, and every other "= | 
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God will not turn a deaf ear. Our great 
with the Father will preſent our petitions, 
ſhall be heard. “ For if we, being evil, knows 
& to give good gifts unto our children; how 
« more will he give the holy Spirit to them thailf 
* him. Ak, and it ſhallbe given you; ſech ani 
& ſhall find; r opened -t 
Do you put a high value on God's unſpeakable 
on the living water, ſhew your eſteem of thai 
praying earneſtly for ten. 
3. Was this woman filled with ſurpriſeg* 
Jeſus, who was a Jew, converſed with her 
friendly a manner. With what holy wondeni 
we be filled, while we think of his cond 8 
the whole of his mediatorial work ! Did he 
thought it no robbery to be equal wich God 
was the expreſs image of his perſon; the beg 
of his Father's glory; viſit our world; converſe 
the chief of finners ; bleed and die for then 
they might reign with him in glory? Wel 
world of ſinners be aftoniſhed indeed] The 
think on this ſubjeQ, we are lot, in wonde 
and praiſe. . Angels look into it and ſtand 
and awful wonder; They bend from their 
to fee the deep humiliation of him whom then 
ſhip and obey! Well may we ſay; 4+ Wills 
« very deed dwell with man on the earth! 
c man, O Lord I that thou ſhouldſt viſit him 
« fon of man that thou ſhouldſt be ſo kind 
Should all the princes of the earth, ſhould 
angels in heaven deign to viſit yon; the honout 
be nothing in compariſon of what Cod H 
you, in ſending the Son of his love, the han 
things, into the world, that whoſoever belies 
him, ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting Ws 
4. Does God over-rule the events of Prof 
to eſtabliſh the kingdom of grace in your 
learn then to be wiſe, and religious obferver 


providence. Every mercy has a tongue that 
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e child of God who receives it ; every event of 
ridence has a voice that addreſſes the heart of the 
\cr. Mark the providential eircumſtances in the 
ory of the woman of Samatia: each wed has 
to review your own hiſtory, and to fee the ſame 
{ ordering all things well that concern you- 
ging you to himſelf. When providence alarms 
wr conſcience, hearken to its ſacred voice. When 
widence throws this or that good advice in your 
y, is it not a call to you to liſten - and follow its 
Aion ? When "this or that friend is raiſed up by 
wen to inſtruct and encourage you in the V. of 
ation, will you be ſo blind as not to ſee the love 
God in it? When this or that meſſage is ſent 
to your heart, in hearing the word, in attend- 
on the ordinances of religion, do you not feel the 
wer, and ackhowledge the authority of God iu it.? 
es not the goſpel, like its author; ſtill continue to 
you all that ever you did againſt God ? Itis-yo 
to hearken to its voice, as the voice of 4 
en God, in the courſe of his providence, ſends 
this or that mercy,' this or that affliction, does 
not mean to bring your hearts nearer to himſelf 2 
hoſo is wife; and will obſerve theſe things, halt 
underſtand the loving kindneſs of the Lord“ 
5. How lamentable is it, to think chat ſo many 
duld be grofsly ignorant about the Lord Jeſus 
iſt ! They worſhip, they know not what; living in 
, which harderys the heart, they are careleſs and un- 
ncerned about the Redeemer of the world. They 
themſelves no trouble about the Saviour —the 
e thing needfulʒ about the true happineſs of their 
s; or the concerns of eternity. Look around 
u, and is it not to be feared, that you will fin4 
any, like the woman of Samarik; living in fin, with- 
t God, and without hope in the world ; as igno- 
t of the character of Chriſt and the ſalvation he 
ngs ? Are thete not thoufands, ſurrounded with 
light of the goſpel, and having che bible in their 
| HEE hands, 
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hands, who know not what the gift of God me 
or who it is that can give them living water; 
never till this moment have bowed” the knee, 
opened the lips, to pray for ſuch heavenly ble 
'Theſe are the perſons that ſtand in real need off 
Prayers; theſe are more the objects of our pity, 
the inhabitants of a bedlam. O God! open 
eyes, that they may ſee the marvellous thing 
« thy law. O ſhew them the glory and 
ct that Saviour, who came to ſeek and to fave't 
© that are loſt ! O bend their hearts to thy ſe 
« authority, and make them a willing people inf 
bc day of the power!“ Parents, have you any e 
dren, ignorant of him who is the gift of God z 
not your duty to inſtruct them, and to water thi 
inſtructions with your family and fecret pray 
Are not 1 upon you, to lead then 
our example, authority, and precepts to the lin ' 
3 bs — of life ? Chriſtians! " as 
you any friend, relation, or ſervant apparently & 
in treſpaſſes and fins, ſtill tout-hearted and far fi 
righteouſneſs, and can you be eaſy while they rem 
in ſuch a ſtate ? Have you for yourſelves taſted M 
the Lord is gracious, and is it poſſible for vou to 
main unconcerned about the ſalvation of och ; 
Will you not pity, and pray for a' multitude 1 ln 
have not the fear of God before their eyes ? 'Bee 
perſevering pains and patience the Saviour diſcom 
with an ignorant and froward ſinner. Go thou” 
Chriſtian! and do likewiſe. - You know not; odlir 
God may honour you with winning fouls, and ti 
ing this or that friend, this or that neighboul#ton 
teouſneſs—to the wiſdom of the juſ. 
6. Hence we may ſee the miſerable ſtate and ed f 
dition of fallen man, Ignorance of God, and 
way of ſalvation, is an awful part of this werf 
neſs. The ſinner would never ſeek God, if ed 
were not determined to ſeek and to recover hin 
his preventing mercy. If you eſtimate the mii 
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{ man, by the infinite value of the gift beſtowed, it 
uſt be immenſe indeed ! Could our miſery be removed 
no other arm but the arm of Jeſus? Was our 
erty fo great, that nothing but the unſearchable 
ches of Chriſt, could relieve us? Was our need fo 
zent, that, without the gift of God, we muſt periſh? 
ould nothing leſs than hving water waſh away our 
oral guilt and defilement? Hence we may learn 
r awful ſtate in conſequence of the fall. Hence 
e may fee what reaſon we have for the deepeſt hu- 
ility, and the warmeſt gratitude to God for ſuch a 
ift, every way ſuited to all our wants. “ Thanks 
be to God for his unſpeakable gift. We are not 
worthy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and of all the 
truth which thou haſt ſhowed unto thy ſervant.” 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within 
within me, bleſs his holy name.” , 
7. Is the gift of God of fo high value, and does it 
ot become you to live and walk worthy of ſuch a 
ift? Let me aſk for what purpoſes do you really 
unk God beſtowed upon you ſuch a gift, as the 
rd Jeſus Chriſt ? Was it, that you might remain 
a ſtate of ignorance, guilt, death and danger? Was 
that you might live in ſin, making proviſion for the 
h, to fulfil the luſts.thereof ? The moſt abandoned 
ill not be hardy enough to affert this? Was not this 
ift beſtowed, was not this living water given, 
not the goſpel revealed againſt al} unrigh- 
touſneſs of men? Do not theſe call us to deny un- 
odlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righ- 
uſly and godly in the world? Why do the dews 
heaven deſcend ? Is it not that the fields may be- 
dme more fruitful ? does the living water pro- 
ed from the throne of God and of the > Toit 


te ſpirit ? If you know the giſt of God; if you have 
alted the . bee the world ſo as to 
Nour the giver, by having a converſation ſuch as 

| gr £9 decometh 
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it that we may be adorbed with the fruits of 
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becometh the goſpel—by adorning the doctrine 
God your Saviour, in all things. E 

8. May I not conclude, with an exhortation to fy 
ners, who are {till ſtrangers to the grace of Chriſt 
Lou are in a guilty and ignorant ſtate ; you kyow nit 
the guilt you are daily accumulating ; you are livin 
in fin, in the luſt of the fleſh, the uk of the ey 
and the pride of life; you do not find this tate, y 
all times a pleaſant one, How can it? It is a ſtated 
rebellion againſt God, againſt your own conſcience 
againſt your true happineſs! It is a ſtate of death! 
If you live and die in it, you muſt periſh. ' Without 
the knowledge. of Chriſt, and an intereſt, in hin, 
you, can never enjoy the favour of God, | which i 
life; you can never poſſeſs his loving kindnely 
which is better than life. God is employing mary 
means in the courſe of his providence, to alarm you, 
to rouſe you to ſerious conſideration, to fix yout 
heart on him, as its abiding portion, What are you 
doing? Are you labouring to defeat them all ; # 
ſtifle your convictions ; to contemn the _—_— of 
his word; and to turn a deaf ear to the voice of hi 


miſtake ! Dreadful deluſion! You m py 
ou thus continue to deſpiſe the unſpeakable gift a 
— if you continue to do deſpite unto the Spit 
of grace. Death is in every thought you think 
death is in every ſtep you take; eternal death is 
every work or action, you perform. | | 
9. Let me, in the laſt place, hold qut to your view 
the durable nature of thoſe bleſſings the gaſpel cov 
fers on the believing and returning ſinner; All de 
purſuits, poſſeſſions, and enjoyments which this worls 
ean give, are they not ſhort-lived and unſatisfaQuryl 
This cannot be ſaid of the bleſſings of the ;goſp* 
The longer they are enjoyed, the more ſatisfa&ial 
do they impart. Like living water, they ſpring i 
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in our ſouls unto everlaſting life. They comfort the 
ſoul in time; they ſupport it at death z and they will 
be a ſource- of joy through. endleſs ages. Fix your 
attention on any one object, on any one earthly en- 
joyment; and ſay, either from your own experience, 
or the experience of others, how ſoon may you be 
obbed of it? But no period in time, or eternity can 
arrive, that will be able to rob you of your God 28 
our portion; of the gift ef heaven, as your all. 
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i to this man _ I look, thee 7 is 1 of 
1 4 . e 1 


Fi Aj Te V3 


— 9 — conkiſts Ie Jar the 
God, rebukes the hypocritical. * 

is the Jews, who imagined that he 
 fatisfied with mere external performances, which ue nel 

ther affected nor improved their hearts. — 
verſe, he declares his contempt of ſuch worſhip/ 
rejects it as an abomination, and threatens to pu 
them with ſtrong deluſions. Theſe ite 
thought thatthe-preſence of God was confined te 
temple at Jeruſalem and that he 
homage but the bare facrifices. — in te 
law. In order to deſtroy theſe falſe and: coptragtt 
views of CS declares, Ne porn 
de throne,” the peculiar place w is power) 
and majeſty. were diſplayed in the fulleſt ma 
He tells them, « The earth is his footſtool;* 
leaves them to reflect, how vain it was-to think 
his preſence could be conſined to the temple; wine 


was but @ yery ſmall part. of the carth. He 


0 — 


f ſpirit which 2 delicyite view of Chriſt uud büm 
rucified ever inſpires 3 he rejects their oblations as 
mpious and unmeaning: be tells them, by his pro- 
het, that he will view that man only. with a favoure = 
ble eye, as a deyout worſhipper, who is touched with: 
ontrition of ſpirit; who is clothed wich humility +- 
ho has a heart tenderly affected with the power and 
uthority of his word z not reſting merely in the form, 
ut who feels the power of godlineſa. © But'to-this- 
r 
and wen u myrwoud.” | 


in diſcourfing from, this I dall in the firſt 


| Pi arty c hens vo 
n a 


In the ſecond = 
nomiſed: & T E22 i 1 looks 
ply the ſubject, - 


L In the. firſt place, I hal ew Warn 
n the character here deſcribed. + 

1. He who is poor. and of. a contrite | 
een favoured with heart-affecting views 25 
it God, as itiſtunes in the faceof Jeſus—with comfort» 
able diſcoveries of his rich and 
— thing that humbles any inner, 


r and of a conteite Pubs is 3 rem | 


1 
i 
v6 
: 
L 
* 
"4 N 


own emptineſs; his own Viletiefs and inſu ciency fe 


of the majeſty and ſovereignty of God. 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear,” ſayy N 
« but now mine eyes have feen thee ; mp | 
* hormyfelfand repent in duſt andin aſhes. Wok 
fays the prophet Iſaiah, & for I am undone, beczii 
«© ama man of unclean lips; for mine ey: have ſeenth 
« king, the Lord of hoſts. My fleth trembieth 
te fear of thee,” ſaid the Pſalmiſt, and Tam al 
of thy -Judgements;” Whenever the Spirit, 
Word, or — of God give us right view 
the nature and perfecxions of Jehovah, * wt 4 
and ſovereignty; as they ſhine forth in the wort 
redemption,” we become poor and of + confiitl* — 
It is then we begin to tremble at his word, fot 
in awe of his judgements, to be deeply affecked t 
a'fenſe of his mercy, and to act a ly to d ful 
will. Alb true religion hath its firm foundations 
right, and faving diſcoveries of che divine natufe; f 
the divine mercy, as it is exhibited to us in the. pot 
pel. Theſe foften our hard hearts, 'brin down the 
pride of our ſouls; and lay us, as humble- 
at the foot ofthe croſs. Theſe make us ce 
avoid every thing that may offend or provoke: the'& 
vine jealoufy againft us. | 
74 "He 0 t and of a contrite ſpirit, has i 
Fot 2 iſcoveries of the nature of Goch but 
he right and ſaving diſeoveries of himfeF, 
He bg made to fer; in 4 convincing light, ts 


any thing that is ſpiritually good. He has, ma} 
ticular manner, obtained an affecting en of kn, 4 
its dreadful nature and ruinous conf c 
ſees it to be that evil and abominable thing Which 
God hateth ; he ſees his own fins in particular, | 
ed with many aggravatin circumſtances; ke ſeg 
how vile and'abominable' ſin has made Bim in rhe; 
fight of a holy God j he lays his Hand on His mouth, 
and his mouth in the ddſt, and tries, - « Unclein, * 
elan, God be merciful to me 4 ſinner TA 


$2 ARMOeN x. At 


the earneſt and daily-prayer-of his . When eur 
jes are once opened to ſee how ruinous, how vile, 
»w degrading &n is to our ſouls and bodies, and at 
he ſame time, how inſufficient we are to do any 
ing to remove its guilt, or deſtroy its powers, how 
ow in the duſt do we lie before God z how poor and 
2 in ſpirit do we became ! Clothed with hu- 
, we: come to the word of God, and ſeg our 
2 hearts deferibed and laid open z we come to 
he croſs which God hath erected; we, ſee the bleed- 
ng ſacrifice. upon it; we acknowledge our need of 
uch a Saviour, of ſuch a ſalvation: we believe we 
are 4. 52 begin to n ſhall 1 uu 
3- He \ who .is-poor; and of a cantrite ſpirit; is 
veaned from a-principle of ſelf love and ſetf depend: | 
ace, and has his affections and hopes ſolely. Grd on 
[umanuel, or God with us, as his Saving. 
atural ſtate, ſelf is the ruling principle: 8 
predominates in every wp apt heart. We. ſet 
dur op and inclinations in mr to the will 
od; we ſet up our folly 1 
lom of God; our meanne ſs to his porta 
inful wiſhes and 48 
nerring and un judgements 
pet and, wa ag in living, is to pleaſe, and. 
e paſhong of n — ot whe 


t is to live to Cal His word has no. authority 1% 
pit N ee 
garde vation over 

gitly eſteeme Tus great concerns and hopes 


ternity are ſeldom, or never allowed to mingle their 


ut when the Spirit of God makes us poor and af 
ontrite hearts, how, changed our feelings,. how . 
ianged our views! We dehre to retain little Na 
wo will; we geſire to retain little of our own 
is chen vr begin to feel a wiſh to promote 
onour and of God. A ſacred regard.to 


uhority takes poſſeſſion of the, throue 9 = 


_ = — = aw w> » "OV 
r 9 . , — 


vw» 


I 


nfluence with the buſineſs of this tranſitory ate. 
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and bears the ſway there. It is a very difficult war 
to get /e denied, to get ſelf pride and dependence 
humbled and deſtroyed z but difhcult as this wor itz 
it is * in every ſoul that is poor andaf 
contrite ſpirit. Self is in part crucified; and ii ng 
entirely expelled, at leaſt, its reigning influence 
weakened. Love to God, as our Redee mer, oc 
pies the throne of the heart, and becomes 2 ug 
and eommanding principle. My foul,” \ ſaid: the 
Pſalmiſt, „ is as a weaned child.“ Tou all has 
how humble, how ſelſ- denied, how ſubmiſſive to the 
will of the patent, a weaned child is; it has ne cu 
in view, no will, no wiſh different from that of iv 
parent. This is a ſimple but ſtriking picture ofs 
ſell· denied ſpirit, which every humble ſervant of Gol 
muſt, and will poſſeſs. He, who is poor, id weandd 
from himfelf; he aims-at nothing, he deſires nothing 
ſo much as to promote, and advanee the divine glu 
« Whether he eats or drinks, or whatſoever:he. 
« he doth all with a view to the glory of God.“ 
. Ex, who is poor and of @ gontrite- ſpitit, ig cn 
bled by the e of God to maintain 2 Ken 
ferious ſenſe of his ſpiritual wants. 1s note e 
r telling you of his wants ; tin 
—_ 

at 


ing to help, or relieve him; and that 1 
int of ſtarving? Poverty, in common" lik 
is the fame thing as a ſtate of want. It is en 

with him who is poor and of a contrive ſpiri. M 
is ever ſenſible of his needy and deſtitute om! 
He does not view himſelf as rich, and inereaſei #8 
goods, and ſtanding in need of nothing. He been 

bimfſelf to be poor, and wretched, and blind, a 
1 naked, and ftanding in need of: every tw 
Were you to hear him in the momenti of 
ment, when the world is ſhut out, and be ig 

ſoming himfetf to his God, how fervent and 6 
are his complaints and petitions ! „ Lord, I b 
« heart more broken, and humble on account of f 
* Vent a more thankful heart 1 want 4 more 
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Ggned heart; L want a more pure heart! I want. 2 
more obedient heart; I. want a heart more affected 
with a ſenſe of, redeeming love.” What a val 
gerence is there between the hypocrite, and a child 
God. The hypocrite, full of pride, is ever: teling 
u what he hathz he is ever boaſting that he is nο 
le other men: but à child of God is telling you- 
bat he wants. The one is, glad he is ſo good the 


ſenſible of our ſpiritual wants, and ſtrangers to a 
irit of prayer, we know nothing about the chatac- 
r deſcribed in the text. For. wherever poverty of 
birit exiſta, it always gives riſe to a feeling ſenſe of 
r ſpiritual wants and this again gives riſe to a holy 
portunity and fervency in prayer. We have a rev 
a, we feel a happineſs which we ſometimes are at 
'ofs to expreſs, when. we draw near to the footſtool 
mercy ; and, as deſtitute creatures, travel between 
r own emptineſs and the fulnefs that is in God. 
5. He, who, is poor and of a contrite foirity has 
;gh and admiring thoughts of Chriſt, as the Redeemer. 
e ſces himſelf to be a guilty, polluted creature, wich 
t God and without hope in the world. Convinced 
f his loſt and undone, eſtate. by vature, he flies to, 


may be 


emption. ' 
jour. 
Imiration : as he contemplates, big excel 
perſections, he ſtands amazed, at the height and 
the breadth and length of the love of G0 


4 


+ » 
and 


, 


_ OI  —— — ̃ ̃ — — — 


ter is grieved to che heart he is ſo bad. If we are 


him+. 


G 4 - 


0 
| 
" 


_ 
ſ 
"nl 
| 
k 1 
| 
| | 


out diſmay.” + The behieving'foul ig ever veady 
ſet the crown of fatration-on the head of hit Savio 


| His ſovereign, how would he proclaim aload-his good 


? he not entertain of him, who reſtored him to life and 
 tiliderty * Dia you ever know » igner;/who/ tal 


the Prince of Liſe, ſealed on his conſeiente ſprint 


1 


ne world; he often trembles at the tre 
ze has often felt it, how deceitful and deſpe 
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F He eftcems hari 
thouſand; 23 the deli 


— 
and bor ef des heart. chem that belkeve he 
and ever will be precious: 


an eminent — ——— e 
„hen I view his ercellence and worth, I reſt with 


and to acknowledge that the of the Lord wy 
—— abundant towards him: A criminal, wi 
hes: a ſentence which the laws of h 
Have d, and which will ſoon bring um 
an untimety end 3 if he ſhould receive 2 pardoi it 


neſs and clemency ! What admiring hts wor 


the foot of the croſs with a pardotſ 


with the blood of Jefus ; without word joſe 
Arartpenetrated with aſenſe of divine clemenicy } DI ci 
you ever ſee one reftored to ſpiritual life-and- 

without entertaining the higheſt admiration and 4 
San — gratitude to him, το̈ pa 
2 bis -iniquities and who crowneth bim vf 
kindneſſes and tender merces“ Net | 
. who is poor and of a contrite {ſpirit 
tender, — — 
te is ſenſible 6f che many darigere to ele 
Expoſed ; he is afraid of the the * 
seirfulheſs of his own heart“ He knowo dect 


Mcked this is! It is theſe views of him olf and 
his ſpiritual enemies that will -diſpoſe Wim to ſear 
ways; to keep his heart with a for out off 
are . iſſues of life. In every plate und on eve 
Sea fon, be will exerciſe a holy 1 circum 


ons himſelf, "He will n 
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nrding againſt | 


gs 
oliſhment of the 
ere fore, tremble to act inconliftently 
if God, or the examples of holineſs therein contained. 
The fear of the Lord will be as a ruling principle in 
is heart. He will ſet the Lord contin before 
im. He will walk circumſpectly, not as a took, but 
wiſe, redeeming the time. He will watch and 
hat he enter not into te He will 
nd be ſober unto the end. He will take heed left 
here ſhould be in him at any time an evil heart of 
nbelief, in making ee ee 


come now, 


II. 


a1 5 £5. a 


II. In the ſecond REN 
1 er Fo ds man vill 
look.“ * 

f When God is faid-to. lock s ang one; l up- 
oſes that he is zeconciled to him through Chriſt 
clus. When God would expreſs his anger againſt 


people, he fays, by me. mouth of is prophet ere · 
piah, xviii, — — ſhow them the wel — 


=. =. & 


n 


2 


the langua N 


. 


rn 


/ hen God „ look to any one, it 
- mean the reverſe of what is ſuggeſted in the 
ges above: it muſt imply, want ago has 
— and love with the pon whom he 
res his gracious look. Tt muſt f 


ous and impenitent ſtate, they N 
ain the moſt 7 


dak of heaven. S8 faid E. 
wicked every day.“ Caring 


r 


the face, in the day of their caflmity.” Similar - 


Ke 
*conciled to t that he is their friend *7 
daviour. While. knen oy dy 3 
2 4 


. 


232 — — — 
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| God takes ſpecial notice of him, and ſupplies 


| learned; to the proud 


—— —— Un 2 wow woe Doe — 
- 
. 
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urs &ildren of wrath, Expoſed to all the u 45 
broken law. God i ec, in one ſenſe, beholds l, 
ks « He lov pra from. heaven, his habity 
« tion, and beholds the things that are done on en 
But with what a different aſpect, does be behold the 
righteous and the wicked. He, * upon the ons 
with a frown- of. indignation ; he looks 
other with the ſmiles of redeeming love. None g e 
enjoy this privilege, till they are reconciled to Gd 
through Jeſus Chriſt. Whenever he fixes a looks 
complacency and delight on the Wan this plainly 
ſuppoſes that he is at peace with him z that all hy 
27522 and all the curſes of a broken law ele to tle 
account of the Almighty Redeemer. God is.no 
his enemy, but his friend; he will be tender d 
im ; he will every day give him freſh inſtances of hy 
goodnęſs and mercy. No ſooner is a ſinner conventl 
to God, but he enjoys this look of friendſhip and oy 


panes 
neceflary wants. « He hath looked down,” fays Dune 
from the height of his ſanctuary: Ah hen 
46 did the Lord behold the earth. To hear ht 
* grogning of the priſoner, to looſe thoſe that at 
« appointed unto death.” Though the r 
hath his throne in heaven, 
-theſe words, though celeſtial bots ae ſurround t 
throne, and never ceaſe to 2 king of kingk 
who Rtteth upon it; though eternal e 
From the tongues of cherubic and ſeraphic legi 
through all edanxling re fe ret wat 4 
the ipalities and powers of the upper w 
he Lo ook wi SETS. deli 
that is in ſpirit, ww penitent, 
God looks not oaks , the noble, 


moraliſt: No ; “ but to this 
|. pb: ah uk | 
eee word. You know, in d, 


3 whet you look upon 3 perſau and cue 
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SEANON A. 7 
with him in a friendly manner, it is a token that you. - 
are on the beſt terms withhim : ey ta 
turn your back upon him, it is ways con 28 
a mark of your neglect and averſion. ' The ſpirit of 
God, in conde ſrention to our finite nature, ! uſes 
hnguage, terms, and ideas, with which we are molt 
converſant, and familiarly acquainted; When he 
looks to us, it ſuppoſes that he is our friend, that his 
grace is ſmiling upon us, and that his providence is 
making all things work together for our good; it is a 
comfortable, a ſabſtaptial token of his heavenly” re- 
gard, And this fuggeſts te 

2. Second thing included in this privilege; It 
implies that will exerciſe à pee | 
and concern "about his people. 
to look to the man that is poor 


omfortalle manner; to | 
eſus, that cleanſeth from all fin. Is he 


— — — O.80O — — — — —— 


compaſſionate concern. 
moaning himſelf, how zd dane hy ae te fo 


e ve mop all your gr 


who looked 64 085 the children of Iſrael, os 


Tv order to convince us how God looks to, or 


1.48 bann W 


Ketitance of the ſaints z God will rh "0 
the clouds, and give him to ſee that his "Ap 
rolled among the children of the Kingdoms 4 
Aifted ; God ſhews him how xenderly BN 
him and regards him: far in all his a tions; 15 
afflicted. In Whatever condition his people mays, 
God keeps them as the apple of his eye-, 12 
cern that God takes of = 25 4 b 


look. upon him, how much was he concerned 

him ! He ſees the ſtate.and condition of his 
ke ſees all their wants and neceſſies, and ed x. 
he ſheweth mercy. Such of you-as haye been 
bled under the mighty. hand of God, ag 220 5 8 


made poor and of a contrite ſpirit, e 
e ang ſpirit, may polar 


be of ge pi cheers far you have he ſect 
bel look of a gracious God ever directed toward j 21 


ing under Egyptian bondage, and granted deli 
will have ele to his people, when 'groaning ynde 
the ſpiritual nens of ſin and guilt, of AY 
other ſorrow. As à father pitieth his children, 
* the. Lord pitieth them that fear him. He heal 
che broken in heart, he bindeth up their: wounds” 
You have only to read, with nee By our Lott 
conſolato prayer, in the ſeventeenth Lore a 
2 goſpel, to ſee the copcera aud 1 
takes in the welfare and proſperity his peoph 
when he looks to them in this We "hae 
fays the Weed Jeſus, © keep t 3 
** name, thoſe whom thou haſt given meg 
may be one as we are one. I pra Pol. me Ft ihe 


. 86 Niouldeſt take 2 of the wor but that den eur. 
*ſhouldeſt keep rom the evil. Pacher I p 
«* that they alſo 00 9 — haſt given me be vic ou 


„ me where I am; that 3 may. behold my glor. 
the 


* Mex TY 
Regs have bere the. 


3 Wien Erd Rad & ook 6 en thick 


ſupplies of grace 
ſuited to his preſent caſe and circu ces. A vit- 
tuous woman is de ſelibd by Solomon, in the book of 
Proverbs, in the follbwing 
« to the ways of her houſehold, and eateth- not the 
« bread of tllenefs.” , & does a 
pious head -of - 'A family well to 9 7 houſehold? 


tg equi ne 


and buſineſs My . 
and ſupplies 


domeſtic concerns in bc 


aber to appoint every one his 
neſs} 1 50 one his portion of 
ſon, an Turi them wich every” 


225 
ows their 8 he 3 — their temp 


beit duty: þe makes his grace there 
or *. he-perietts his ſtrength i in their wrakneſs. 
ence ve er li oo ag in the Lord, and in 
l Ty yo, * nel fy he bk of 
udges, vii. t Gideon - 
Puragiougs when-God Jooked upon chem G 
de people of God ex 
A 


+} | 
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and-favonrable le hach 
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RX 


terms: * She looketh well 
prodentand tell. 
Is it not by 2 free, every one their proper 9 

9 N 


ud of a irit,.. e W 
umi A kit and afliftatve, 


tions; he ſees and knows . 
knows the ſeverer hd more fell. den e ps = 
ſufficie 


e a Gwllat effect in thin - 


this and he brat, 


gee trees Ä —  -— - 
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when had nothing but. darkneſs or ner 
their eyes, when they were on — 

ag 4 to the power of the enemy. 

ious aſſiſtanee it imparts bath 


| rom r prom. 
Faithful performance of When our Lond looksl 
| upon Zaccheus, it had gr ek eſſect upon m- 


change his heart, and to make him a new Wan. 'The 
grace and ſtrength he was plgaſed then to comma 
| eate, enabled him to renounce; his Covetouſneſs, 5 
E give the half of his goods to the poor, rend 

menee a hearty and fincere follower of Jeſus- 
I ſhall lay before you another inſtance, whickn 
Gore to iluſtrate what is meant by Gdd's looking 
His r It is the <aſo of Fetef, when he denied 
| What was it that At cy 
* el de bn, what was it that melted re 

5 and treacherous- heart into godly ſorrow 3 

| | ker wi diſtreſs and anguiſh ? | ly 


of his-divine maler Was 
ma him. 
of his goſpel. The prayer of the Centurion. conte 
| che fame idea: Maſter, look upon my ſon that i, 
— healing virtue to en ane 
at is it that ves his people Rl fark & 
* ort in Kk of ſorrow ?. What ig 
m ſuch delight in holy duties ; ſuch c 
Er: while ther wat by thei woes and in. 
aſtures of his ordinagges? What is K 
— them 2 y God in their fouls aud Hain 
| Which are hir What, but the affectionate Jook of 
Redeemer, inſpecting the ſtate and. circus 
Kances of his pegple, and 2 bis. grace i 
dance to their various neceffitiey. — 
4. When Gad is faid to look to the W 5 


15 ee UREs it W 
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deli and pleaſure in him. When lopk or a 
_ 2 parent, 'a child, or any dtp to 
u not feel complacenty and delight in the objeck of 
yo 
r affection ?' When Chrift is ſaid to look to Ms 
people, it muſt ſignify and import to tis that he feeds 
2 5 fer e y and delight in chem. | 
ls, awe Hog his gl r: in their e 
had — he ſous of che travel of his ſoul arid _ 
fied. When be invites his church, ig the Song, to 
return, he adds the 'feaſon : Return, return, 0 
« Shulamite, . be — — upert there that is, 
that we ma 1 Rol — and joy in con- 
yerſe and e with thee, "W and 
fitisfaction hath God in his ht | 
were, takes care to — A * 
tances and exprethons. 
every thing I Ae hands — ma 
aſtoniſhing objects aud Wonders in a5 10 10wer! 
but a more delighful*%obje& God beboelds 
earth; than the man who i is and of 2 contre 
rit; who has humble ts of hithſef; who en 
tains high and adoring «thoughts of his Redeemer; 5 
hoſe heart bows in ſweet ſubmiſſion to the WII Uf 
Cod; who is ſeen dai — ging himſelf 
gebied to his merey — e 8 
Joys and . who 
— glory, as the free gifts of Goa? God; fart 
, through our Loril T0 ADE for 
5 ml life; bythe et oper L 288 
md car ring on, it of prayer and 
| 2 with heavem Toe fach à 
wo] 1; God yooks with heavenly complaceney aH bees 
Though the Logd'be high, yet hath he teſpect 
the lowly x Femme 
I come noi apply this fubfec r.. nl 
1. We may learn 2 — ſtate or dez who 
pre not ſenſible of their poverty, und who have fever 
"= contrition-of heart, They cannot lay ela to the. 
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more: ſubſtantiat gladneſs into their hearts than or 
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$4 MON Boi 
pxomile- in the tert. While 
ate, they have no ground 
cious look — 1 2 | 
owueyes, they are not . or their ſinaʒ nor · do 
trembleat the word of God. Jehovah, there tore, 2 
on the proud im heart, as he looked on the Egyptiang 
not in naerty but in anger. He may bear witk the 
a Mttle, till the cup of their. iniguity be filled up: 
he will come, and will not tarry, and he avenged er 
them. If he lock with ſneh complaceneꝝ to him 
is poor, with what-indignatian 2 be bebald the 
temper.of mind to this. The proud in | 
are an abomination. to the. Lord. What Jo. cel an 
tories of Pharaoh, of Hezekiah, of Haman, of Nel 
adnezayranitofHezadtcack y ou-—©that all the — 
4 und ee odd hall yet be.as le 
befaxe. th of the Lab“!!! = 
F. rn the happineſs of thol, who wh 
babd-ofaaontrice ſpirit, They have the. li 
v countenance mining upon t e 


and wine in the world. could do. Why wp 
(Wigs. there muſt be heaven ,where he fri 
muſt be hell... Many are. che troubles .that * | 
thequſt, but one kind g gracious look from. the ihrone ¶ Mit 
God. is more than ſufficient to countexbalance all i 
22 How. eee fate! ve ie 


ty: and · ſinfub condition by nature ; 2 ! 
l evil-and danger of lent 


— been. filled / ith holy wonder at che 4} 1 
oſtredeg ming. love 3 you are now humbled 4 he 
before. God and are daily, with:a ſpirit of 


freſh: proofs of reconciled. los 
which monarchs.anay£ . 
Yee as angels know and ſee your happineſs... 
Jooking: on you 3 2 aan en, 
bringing you e ta his throne of glory-. -- 
leaking ras — 


#4... > | "Obs : 0h (] 


SERMON 4g 


is reconciliation and love? Say, are you recanciled 

o him? Is the enmity in ydur hearts to hid grace 
nd ſalvation! in part deſtroyed ? Whether do you, 
tom this place to night, friends or enemies 
You have heard what love and regard are included 
u his looking to his people; does not this, warm 
our breaſts ?- Does it not diſpoſe your hearta to lo 
im, becauſe he hath thus loved you firſt? Will you 
enceforth turn your eyes and hearts from God, and 
dok upon the world, the pleaſures of ſenſe, or the 
treams and vanities of time, as your happineſs and 
eaven 3 or ate you now determined to convince. all 
round you how firm, how warm frieuds.you are to 
pur God and Saviour? N { 2 #3 ">, 2.0 
4. Does' God's looking you 1 care and 

oncern about your dell imereſts bat dare and 

vacern ought you, after. the ſolemn ſervice of: this 
21, to ſhow about the things of God Various and 
ifferent are the ways he takes to diſcoven bis gots 

2 about you. You will have many opportunities. 
orded you of ſhowing. how much you, have! at 
nt to promote his glory and advance his honour 
the earth. No place, no company, no time, no day, no 
dur but will afford you occaſions of being fervent in 
irit, ſerving the Lord. If you diſcover no cone rn 
bout promoting the power of religion in, your fa- 
lies; no concern about ſpreading its inſluenete ia 
ur neighbourhood, and laying: out your time, your 
lents, gifts, influerice, example and authority for che 
mour of his name, it is to be fearted God has taben 
le, or no convert u about you: his wrath ſtill abideth 
you. For choſe over whom God ererdſes a ge 
tous and providemtial gare, are always diſpoſed xo 


Ee. 


concerned and careful about everything 
lay pleaſe Gd. 23 43 (4048 $4412) 
5. Does God's looking upon you imply a regular” 


apply of grace and aſſiſtance ? It becomes yqu then 
rely to uſe that grace, that aſſiſtance, in his ſervice. 
0% ſhould not hide your maſter's talent in * 
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* goodneſs, faith, meckneſs, temperance.” 


and 


— - —— — - - — 


The ſupplies of ſtrength, the various gifts he beſtong 
3 in ſhowing the world, that 
are not flothful in bufmeſs; but, as good ſte wat d 
the manifold grace of God, are laying put your Lond 
money to uſury; that, having received iu talen 
you are now ready to return him ten. Tou will ay 
ought to have a peculiar heartineſs in his ſervice 
mind ready for every good word and work. W 
are ſupplies of food and other neceſſaries afforded» 
ſervants by the head of a family? Is it not that thy 
may ſpend their time, and lay out themſelves toc 
the orders of their maſter ? When Jeſus affords yt 
freſh ſupplies of his grace, he has no other intentic 
but that you ſhould lay them out in obeying his con 
mands—1n bringing forth the peaceable fruits d 
Tighteouſneſs; in having your hearts and lives, adon 


ed © with love, peace, joy, long-ſuftermg, gentlene 


8. Does God's looking upon you, imply that 
delights in you; how then — delight ye 

Telves in God, in his word, providence, wort 
andordinances? You will know whether you delig 
in him as he delights in his people, by attending u 
few plain Gmple marks. If you do fo, you will h 
and affeQting apprehen of his exellence 
worth, deeply impreſſed on your minds. His git 
perfections will be the habitual ſubje@s | 
your moſt delightful and retired thoughts. V 

others are employed in contemplating the beauties 
ereation, you. will be loſt in wonder, love and p 

in meditating on the glories of the Prince of life, 
Saviour of ſouls. You will alſo: chooſe him as 
portion, and life, and happineſs: of your hearts. 
will not be the treaſures of the world, but the tt 
ſures of divine wiſdom, you will covet molt. II 
delight in God, you will often. feel warm and fin 
defires, that will ſtruggle with many difficulties, 
obtain union and communion with him in his 


mance, in his word, and in prayer. If ou uche 
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ſe, it is to be ſeared you have litle or no ilelight 

Cod. Belides, if you Nielight.in God, your 1 

d lives will be t to ae Ye? his 
ice, a yielding. qurſelves as alive dead, 

ing . to the Lord, are the ex — aan 

ſed by the holy Spirit to de ſcribe the. character alter of 

hoſe who delight; themſelves in *. | 
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1 Cor. xvi. 22. 


any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
him be Anathema, Maran-atha. 


U*#a the principles of the goſpel, dig 


cordial e of Chriſt is the 2 ug ng. of 
true religion in the ſoul.” A feeling his en 


cellence and worth conſtitutes the Iike and ſpirit 
devotion ; without this we,cap never fingerely 
him, or put a juſt and pro lue on any thing « 
nected with him; deſtitute of this we ſhall 
him degraded without indignation, and m 
| 2 without delight; Xx this we (hall ll < 
improper and defective vieus of his f, 
t this we ſhall only be nominal Ch 
a dead while we live; without this we can bei 
| glory to the author of the golpel, nor enjoy any 
its refined pleaſures. , 
i Strong and afeQtionate were the feelings of Pa 
| 


2 when he uttered the words of our test. His be 
1 was deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of the worth 
| glory 1 Jeſus; and out of the abundance of 4 
| 6 ſpeaketh: « If any man leer 


« the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be Anathema Maran- 
« atha.” There ate two places in ſcripture that 
will ſerve fully to illuſtrate the . apoſtle's language 
here, and ſhew what he means by Anathema Maran- 
„ha. The firſt is recorded in the epiſtle to the 
Galatians, 1 chap 8. verſe. where you have theſe 
words: „ But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
« preach any other goſpel than that we have preached 
« unto you, let him be accurſed.” Connect this with 
what Jude ſays, verſe 14, 15. © Behold the Lord 
« cometh with ton thouſand of his ſaints, to execute 
« judgement upon all; and to convince all that are 
© ungodly among them - of all their ungodly deeds, 
« which they have ungodly committed ; and of all 
« their hard ſpeecher, which ungodly ſinners have 
« ſpoken againſt him.” When finners detract from 
Chriſt, and think irreverently* or ſpeak lightly of 
the Lord of glory, they are the. objects of this curſe. 
The envy and malevolence of the heart are diſcovered 
by detraCtion : . The 'enmity of the ſoul to any perſon, 
is plainly known, by actions that directiy tend to his 
hurt or prejudice. It ſhould ſeem that in the da 

Jof the apoſtle there were ſuch enemies to Chri 
who, both by hard ſpeeches againſt him; and by un- | 
godly deeds committed to the diſcredit of his religion. 
diſcovered their hatred and averſion to him, az" the 
Saviour of the world“. Theſe are the perſans the 
apoſtle has in view, when he ſays; © If any man;loves - 
not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be Anathema 
* Maran-atha.” let him be ateurſed. And he will 
be ſo, when the Lord cometh; with ten thouſand of 
lis ſaints to execute judgement upon all ſuch enemies l 
Indeed, the ſeritence here pronounced againſt the 
enemies of Chriſt is awful Let them be accurſod; 
when the Lord cometh, It probably-alludes to the 
jewiſh excommunications, which--were of threr de- 
frees. In the firſt, the offender Was put ont 6f the - 
ynagogue, or merclyexcommunicateds, Inithe ſecond; - 
be was 9 but anathematized; = 

7 nm * 
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or curſed; in the third, which was only for the-moſt in. 
corrigible, he was notonly anathematized, but conſign 
ed over to the judgement of the great day. The mean. 
ing then of the apoſtle will be, Let him be econ. 
* municated from the preſence of God, and all holy 

« beings, who loves not. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, az ; 
« Saviour ; let him fall before him as a judge. > 


In diſcourſing on theſe words, I ſhall; in the firſt 
place, endeavour to explain the titles, or names here 
given to Chriſt. - 

In the ſecond place, ſhew the equity of the 
ſentence here pronounced. 

In the third place, point out ſome evidences which 
may ſerve to ſhew, whether the love of Chriſt be in 
our hearts, or not. And ſhall then conclude the 
ſubject, by ſome refleQtions addreſſed to the lovers 
of Jeſus, and to the enemies of Chritt. 7% 


In the firſt place, I am to explain the names and 
titles here given to Chriſt, which, in other words, is 
to deſcribe the effential and perſonal glory of the 
Saviour we are called to love. - The title, Lor Lord, here 
given him by the apoftle, includes in it his divine and 
eſſential” glory and perfections, as God, Lou e, 
Chriſtians, to love him, as God over all, aud bleſſed 
for ever | There are ſome who deny him this glory, 
becauſe they cannot comprehend how the divine and 
human nature can ſubſiſt in perſonal unjon. It is 
the truth and reality of the thing, that the ſcriptures 
require us to believe, and not the manner, or mode 
of his being God. For if this principle were admit- 
ted as decifive, and if we were to beheve nothing 3 
2 truth but what our ſhallow reaſon could compre- 
hend, how few things ſhould we believe ? We ſhould 
foon be led into atheiſm itſelf : for who can know 
God? Who can find out the Almighty unto perfec- 
tion? We believe that there is a ſun e 8. ſhines, but 
how he ſhines we cannot comprehend; WER 
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it there is light flowing from him, but Who can 
comprehend either its nature, or the manner how it 
flows : we believe that there is ſuch a thing as air; or 
wind, but who can underſtand its ies—who 
can tell whence it cometh or whither it goeth ; and 
if we will not breathe it till we comprehend it, we 
muſt ſoon periſh. We believe that We have ſouls, - 
which animate our bodies ; but which of us can tell, 
by all the powers of reafon, how, or in what manner, 
body and ſpirit are linked together, as intimate com- 
panions, There are many things ia nature you ſce, . 
which we believe and yet cannot comprehend. Why 
may there not be certain truths made known to us 
in the word of God, though we may be unable to 
comprehend. how, and in what way they exiſt? | 

| Theſe preliminary remarks will pave the way for 
what we have to ſay, in à few words, concerning 
your belief and love of Jeſus as God. This 8 
of the laſt importance. The godhead of Chriſt en 
ters into the very heart of Chriſtianity; © It hes at the 
root of all vital religion.” What is the firſt and 
great commandment ? Is it not ** Thou ſhalt love the 
lord thy C? When you connedt this command- 
ment with the awful threatening hert, have y not 
the cleareſt evidence, that the commandment-and the 4 
threatening are intended to ſecure ide %% oi or 
hearts to one and the ſame object. It i decided by © 
one verſe in Micah, v. a. that your Lord; whom o 
are to love, is from eternity. - “ Thou, Bethlehem 
* Ephratah, though thou be little among the tho. | 
« ſands of Judah, yet out of thee ſhall; come forth 
* unto me: he that is to be ruler, ox Lord in Ire; 
* whoſe goings ſorth have been ſrom of old, from 
U everlaſfiag ni 6 IASC e Ea 
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's omnipotence an attribute of God? Of — — 
dax iour is poſſeſſed, as from Rev. i 8. % I am 
„Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the endin 

* faith the Lord, who is, and She wis; ad who is 
"to come, the *, | 


\ 
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Is omi ſcience a perfec- 
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tion of God? You are to believe that your $aviow 
poſſeſſes this; elſe, why did Peter ſay, © Lord, thay 
„ knoweſt all things 3” elſe, how could he judge the 
world, and how can he know and ſapply the variow 
and multiplied wants of his children, thronghout hi 
vaſt dominions. Is he not hke- Jehovah, immutable 
and unchangeable ? Is he not ſtyled, the ſame yeſter. 
day, to-day, and for ever | Unto the Son, Jehowh 
iaith, ““ the heavens and earth, they ſhall perith, but 
„thou art the fame, and thy years ſhall not fall“ 
It is becauſe tl::ſe perfections ſhine forth in hin; 
that all men are commanded to honour the Son, even 
as they honour the Father. * It is written, thou ſhalt 
- «0 worthip the Lord thy God, and him oy ſhalt thor 
« ſerve,” But if Jeſus be not God why do, not on 
ly men but angels receive this command: “ Let al 
the angels of God worſhip him?“ Why did Stephen 
pray to him, calling upon God and ſaying, “ Lon 
* Jeſus, receive my ſpirit” Were not “ all the 
„ creatures. who are in heaven, and on the earth, 
4 and under the earth, and ſuch as are in the ſeq 
« and all that are in thern 3” as recorded in the book 
of Revelation, * heard ſaying; blefſing, honour, gle 
« and power be unto him that ſitteth upon the 
« throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. 
he be not God, why does he ſay, making himſelf equi 
with the Father, © my Father worketh hitherto, and 
« F work?“ What are the works that Jehovah eval © 
did, which Jeſus did not perform ? * All things wer 
made by him, and without him was not any tha 
« made that is made. By him alb things do conbilt 
« and he is ſaidy.to uphold all things by the word d 
« his power Is it not the right of Jehovah. to for 
give fins? How often, even in his humbled Rats 
did Jeſus tell an unbelieving world: “ that ye m 
« know that the Son of Man hath power to 'forgit 
« fins, he faith unto the ſick of the palſy, Take up thi 
« bed and walk.” With mercy in his look, and lov 
in his heart, did he not ſay to the woman that w_ 
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his feet : “ Thy — are forgiten thee ? He ſays 
dinſelf, John v. „What things ſoever: the Fa- 
ther cher doth, theſe alſo doch the Son likewiſe.” Does he 
ot, as God, give laws to his church ? The rery'ordie - 
mances of his ſupper, was iſtitated ' by him, as 
oſleſſing divine authority. Could he have abrogated | 
he paſſover and inftituted the Lord's fupper in its 
dom, unleſs be had claimed ſupreme power, as our 
rd and law-giver ? For, does it not require a power 
ually great, to repeal à law or fet afide an ordi« - 
rance, as it does to enact it? If he were not God, 
ould he ſend forth the Holy : Ghoſt as à comforter ? 
vopoſe him for a moment tobe an inferior creature ;- - 
nat would this imply—that the Spirit of Jehovah 
ras at the command and difpoſal of a-creature, and 
hat a creature had ſupreme authority over the Holy 
hoſt.” As God, does he not fend forth his judge- 
ents into the * and iſn the children of diſ- 
bedience ? As God, does he not protect and defend 
is faithful ſubjects in this hi, and bleſs and reward 
dem in the life to come ? As God, will he not raiſe 
ie dead, and judge the whole human race ? As ſuch, 


be were not God, why did he ſay, in the days - 
{ lis fleſh, “ I have power to lay down my life of 
myſelf, and | have power to tabs it up in NO 
reature, no, not the higheſt angel in glory; has po-er 
d diſpoſe of his life, or ebedience without 
om God. No'perfon can ever have this right; 2 
od never hath nor will give it to any. Chriſt alone as 
od could ſay it, dconule he was rr rr 
in the fleſn. . | 
2. You are to Jove him as Jeſus. This is anothos 
tle here given him. 

Jeſus Genifies a Saviour, and comp 


AFS 


e phetical and ty offices. + For he received this 
jon me, becauſe he was: to fave his people from their 
mel . Senſible of your need of a Saviour ; ſenſible of + 
his 


ur ignorance, guilt, and miſery, you ate to vi 
Ir 3 - him 


v ke not power over death znd the invitible wends 


| and + +: 
bob 


, | 
: 


ever ignorant of the great purpoſes of the infinite 


Becauſe he was obedient unto death Jeſus, as Me 
| the Saviour of a believing world. “ Whoſoever be- 
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him and love him as the great inſtructor of his church 
you are to view him and love him as the great atone 
ment, and complete propitiation for fin, Had not 
Chriſt appeared in our world, and fully made knowy 
to us the will of God, we ſhould have remained for 


wiſdom and mercy of God, in the plan of redemption, 
It is to the goſpel, and the illumination of the divine 
Spirit, that we are indebted for a full, unerring and 
particular account of the ruined nature of man, and 
of the unſearchable riches of grace towards him. 
Again, as Jeſus, are, O Chriſtians! to love 
him, as making his ſoul an offering for ſin: All meg 
ſtand guilty before God; and © the wages of finis 
yy death.” As none of us can perform, to its full ex. 
tent, what the law of God requires, we have no tit 
or claim to life as a right. Preſent and perſect obe- 
dience, tliough it could be given, cannot remove ibe 
uilt of paſt offences. re can, therefore, be 
Co in ourſelves. How is the ſentence of death 
then to be removed? On what foundation are we 1 
ſtand: for eternal happineſs ? Jeſus is pointed ont tt 
ns as the ſure foundation; his humiliation,  obed- 
ence, and death, are diſcovered to us as the con. 
tion of eternal life, beſtowed on thoſe , who believe 
You are to love him as your only deliverer fron the 
curſe of the law and the wrath to come. Renounc- 
ing all defective legal righteouſneſs, you are to regni 
the righteouſneſs and atonement of Chriſt" as ut 
only immediate and perfect ground, fupport, and eu- 
couragement of a finner's hope in the af 
God. Jehovah, the Father, hath accepted of this 
atonement in the room of finners more than once be 
has declared himſelf well pleaſed in his beloved 5007 
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« diator, is now exalted to glory and immo 


« lieveth on him, ſhall not periſh, but have everlal 
ing life.” But, 1 77 
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Among the Jews, the ceremony of anointing prophets, 
prieſts, and kings, was common. They were ſo» 
— ſet apart to ths thaſs effices, by anointing the head 
with oil. This ceremony had the fame meaning and 
ſignificance in it, as coronation has in modern times. 
This title implies, that your Saviour is the fitteſt, 
moſt worthy, and honourable perſon ; and, as ſuch; 
is ſolemnly ſet apart and conſecrated to be Mediator 
between God and man. He has all power and au- 
thority reſiding in him, and ſands inveſted: with a 
public and honourable character, ſuch: as any never 
had—the Chriſt; the anointed choſen Redeemer of 
| the world. This name alſo ſuggeſts to you, that, as 
ſuch a Redeemer, he was full y qualified, his divine 
nature, and the Spirit refding in him without mea« 
ſure, to be a powerful and Almighty Saviour. Oit 
was uſed by the ancients as a ſigm or emblem of: fruit= 
fulneſs When the Saviour is deſcribed as Chriſt, or 
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the gifts and of the Holy Spirit. Hence the 
Plalmiſt ſays: © God, thy God hath anointed thee 
« with the oil of gladneſs above thy fellows.” You 
are to love him, therefore, as the fitteſt per ſon in the 
univerſe to be deliverer from: ſin and death, 
from Satan and eternal miſery. You are to love him 
as furniſhed and qualified' for all and every part of 
bis mediatorial — as one in Hhom the fulneſs 
u of the Godhead dwelleth bodily.” Such is the cha · 


| now proceed ; 


In the fceind; place, - Fs ko equity of che 4 
tence here pronounced by the apoſtle: If any man 
— the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let lia de-00» 

curled.” 

1. Conſider that be who:lives net-thy 4604 Jabs 
Chriſt, muſt be an enemy to God—to all his perſes- 

tions, 


ELTEN 


— 


z. You are to low him as Chrif This name, ſa 
1 9 vw to your Saviour, ſignifies anointed. 


anointed, it reminds us how fruitful he was in all, 


— and ſuch the Gavioan yourare called. 4 to love: | 
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tions, and to the excellence and purity of Ius law, 
Whoever pays but the ſmalleſt attention to the 

of redemption, will eaſily obſerve, the hondut oe 
hovah, as lawgiver, and the glory and intereſt of 
Chriſt, are one and the ſame. It is impoſſihle to {6 
parate from each other, the moral government of God 
and what Chriſt did and ſuffered, as àn humbled, 
dying Saviour. Whoever, therefore, is an enemy to 
Chriſt, muſt be viewed as an enemy to God; for thei 
intereſts, and honour, and glory are ont. Our bleſſed 
Lord had this in view when he diſcourſed with the 
Jews, concerning his divine commiſſion and charac 
ter. They pretended to be warm friends to God, 
while they difcovered the decpeſt - rancour- againſt: 
Chriſt. In oppoſition to which Jeſus frequently ſaid, 
«All things that the Father hath are mine. If God 
were your Father, ye would love me. I knowthat 
«'ye have not the love of God in you. Fam come 
cc in my. Father's name, and ye receive me not.” 
Theſe were the reflections he made to convince them 
they could not love God while they hated him; that! 
= could not be friends to Jehovah, as lawgivet, 
and enemies to him who had the ſame: great'deſigns + 
in view to execute. All who would wiſh to be thought 
friends to the One Supreme Being, but are enemies 
to the glory, character, and work of Chriſt, are act. 
ing the fame part with the Jews of old they bar 
not the love of God in them, elſe they would lone 
Chriſt, as the exprefs image of his perſon ; as the 
brightneſs of his glory; as being one with the Father. 
Solemn are the words of John: Whoſoe ver denieth 
« the Son, hath not the Father.“ It is equally true, 
„ Whoſoever hateth the Son hateth the Father.” 
See what John fays, ſecond epiſtle, ninth verſe, to the 
ſame effect: Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth, and abidett 
4 not in the doctrine of Chriſt, hath not God. He 
cc that abideth in the doctrine of Chriſt, he hath bot 
% the Father and the Son.“ Was it not a leading 
deſign, that runs through the whole of 2 — 
0 at 
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torial work, to ſupport the dignity of the divine go» 
ernment, the purity of the divine law, and to give 
men and devils a ſtriking idea of the holinefs and 
uſtice of God? Devils had done all in their power 
o throw off the authority of God, and to introduce 
the greateſt diſorder into his moral government. Man 
had followed their example. By diſobedience, he 
liſcovered the blackeſt ingratitude, the greateſt con- 
empt of God; and being diſcontented with his con- 
lition, the allegiance, love, and dependence of his 
heart were withdrawn. By ſuch conduct both orders 
f creatures—fallen ſpirits, and fallen man—ſhowed 
heir enmity to God. In oppoſition to what men 
nd devils had done, Chriſt appeared in our nature, 
o honour the law of God; he was made under the 
uw, to teach the univerſe how worthy it was of be- 
ing obeyed; to ſhew how holy, juſt, and good it is in 
itſelf; to exhibit the holineſs and purity of the divine 
nature; and to bring men back to a propet and hum- 
ble ſubjection to the divine authority and dependence 
on the divineWill-—he learned pron "ang Can you 
hear him ſaying, -** My meat and my drink is to do 
the will of my Father.” Can you witneſs the ſub- 
iſhon and obedience of his heart to the will of Je- 
bovah, and not love him as magnifying the law and 
aking it honourable. If we do not love Jeſus, we 
lo not love his obedience ; and if we love not his 
obedience, we do not love the law he obeyed; and if 
ve do not love the law, we do not love the-lawgiver; 
and of courſe we muſt hate God, we muſt be enemies 
0 him at the ſame time we are enemies to Chriſt : 
and if ſo, we here read our fate: We are condemn» 
'ed already, Let us be Anathema Maran-atha.” 
Again, he that loves net the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is 


m enemy particularly to the holineſs and juſtice of 
od. It was a principle end of Chriſt's appearance 


1 the world, to ſhe that God is j uf, and yet the juſ- 
ier of the ungodly. Infinite wiſdom never — 
chat ſalvation ſhould be preached to ſinners at the 


expence. 
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expence of weakening the demands of juſtice, or 
ſeuring the purity of the divine holineſs. ,'Salvatin 


attributes. To defite ſuch à thing would be equi 


Saviour; for in his ſuſferings you have the bright 


dour. On the other hand, if we do not love} 


. iniquity. Who would not admire the Lord Jes 
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will never be eonferred-on any upon the ruin of the 


an attempt to depoſe the king of the Univerſe; j 
Juftice and judgement are the baſis of his throne. Now 
if you have any love to the juſtice and holineſs 
God; if you love to ſee them fully vindieated and 6 
played before the univerſe, you will love Jeſns you 


diſplays of thefe attributes of God. You fee his na 
cy and truth meeting together on the croſs of Chrk 
The love of holineſs anc juſtice animated the hean 
Chriſt, in every ſtep he took in his great mediatond 
work. Rather than that men - ſhould have men 
thoughts of the purity. and juſtiee af God, he is m 
ing to give himſelf a bleeding ſacrifice for ſin. 1 
then love a holy and juſt God, you will love a hol 
and ſuffering Redeemer, in whoſe desth theſe pe 
fections of ſhone forth with the greateſt ſple 


in his ſufferings ard death, as difplaying-the holine 
and juſtice of heaven, we do not love. God; WW. 
would wiſh to be faved, though at the -expence 
ſome of the eſſential attributes of Jehova. 
But again, conſider that CY in our 
ture to deftroy the works of the devil; to turn 
counſels of Satan into footiſhneſs, and to reſtore 
heart of man to its true allegiance and happina 


Was this another great deſign of the Saviour dg 


wade of a woman, made under the law? And 
would not love fuch a Redeemer. We even mt 
mere creatures hke ourſelves, who are animated u 
this godlike temper, and who uſe their boſt endes 
yours to ſuppreſs and bring to an end the intereſis 


Chriſt Who would not adore his glorioes and bet 
volent undertaking, when we ſee him going 
the captain of ſalvation, conquering all his and 
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nemies? Under his teign how are the devices of Sa 
n defeated; how much is the empire of darkneſs 
ken; how much ate the intereſts af iniquity de- 
loved | Wherever his goſpel ptevaile, do you not 
e lim mighty and able to ſubdue all things to him- 
1f? Do you not ſee it producing the moſt vwonder- 
ul changes on nations, families, and individuals ?.1f 
eſe changes afford you no. pleaſure: if theſe con- 
uelts over Satan afford you no delight; you do not 
dne the great Saviour, or his goſpel, whereby they 
re brought about; and if you do not love him, you 
re no friend to God: if! you were, you would re- 
dice in bim, you would love him who alone has de- 
rated, and will finally prevail over all his enemies! 
an a loyal ſubje& feel love to his ſovereign, 
nd not rejoice at the ruin of his enemies? Is there 
general; is there a hero pointed out to him, who 
as riſced life and every thing dear to him to ac- 
omplith this laborious and dangerous work; and 
ill not his love and admiratian be fixed, with grati- 
ude upon this fuffering but triumphant patriot? 
lien David flew Goliah, and brought the mighty 
roud enemy of Iſrael lifeleſs to the ground, was 
here a lover of his king, or of Iſrael, that did not 
hoot for joy? Has Jeſus ſpoiled principalities and 
owers; has he made an open ſhew of the enemies 
God on the croſs; and thall we not love him and 
tuſe his name for ever? He hath bruiſed Satan's 
ad; overturned all his ſubtle devices; routed his 
ces, and ruined all his malicious purpoſes. He 
erefore that is an enemy to Chriſt, is an enemy to 
chorah. He avowedly takes part with the invete- 
ite foes of God. Tote \ ER 4 
Moreover, he that loves not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
uit be an enemy to all the perfections of God. Are 
e not aſſured that the knowledge of the glory of 
od ſhines forth in the face of Jeſus.» What is it 
r conſtitutes the glory of God ? Is it — 
age of his perfections? Whatever appears ai 251 
59 ut | 
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and pure, and lovely in Jehovah, ſhines forth wit 
undiminiſhed luſtre in the character and life of Jeſu, 
Hence our Redeemer ſays of himſelf: * He tha 
e hath ſeen me hath ſeen the Father.” Is it ſaid of 
God, **he is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity? 
Is he ſaid © to hate the workers of iniquity, and to he 
& angry with the wicked every day.” Is not the ſame 
thing ſaid of Chriſt ?: In a Pſalm prophetical of hin, 
he loved righteouſneſs and hated iniquity. Hey 
* the holy and juſt one.” In him all excellence and 
perfection meet; in him every degree of worth and 
goodneſs refides. He was holy, harmleſs, undeßlel 
and ſeparated from ſinners. The word was made 
fleſh, and dwelt among us, as the vifible glory of the 
inviſible God. To hate Chriſt, to have no love to hin 
is to hate, is to feel no eſteem for the moral perſec- 
tions of the godhead; and conſequently ſuch a perſo 
muſt be an enemy to all that is pure, holy, and d- 
vine. From this train of reaſoning, if there wer: 
ſoul here that did ot love Jeſus, as honouring the 
law of God; as ſupporting the dignity of his mori 
overnment ; as bearing the curſe of the law to ſhev 
bop holy and juſt God is; as defeating the enemies 
of God and reltoring order and happineſs to hiscre# 
tures : as exhibiting a perſect image and tranſcript of 
the divine perfections; if, I ſay, there were a oi 
here an enemy to Chriſt in all theſe views, would be 
not deſerve the ſentence here pronounced: © It 
« him be Anathema Maran-atha”—let him be 2. 
eurſed from God; let him be baniſhed from the (6 
ciety of all good beings, and made an affociate with 
the fiends of darkneſs, — 2 
2. He who loves not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt mul 
be an enemy to mankind. Look at the humiliation 
of Chriſt; look at his doctrines, precepts, and ei- 
ample ; his continually going about and doing good 
look at his death for the redemption of men from img 
greateſt miſcries which hung over their heads: c 
his many labours in their ſervice; number his g 
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"7 ſorrows for their eternal welfare; ſee him, by 
death, binding Satan; ſhutting hell, and opening 
eren to all true believers; and ſay, © Was there 
er ſuch a brother, friend, or Saviour of men]! What 
re all your heroes, your benefactors of men, which 
ve page of hiſtory records, compared with Jeſus, 
ho loved us, and gave himſelf for us; who comes 
niehty to ſave nations, and people unnumbered ? Do 
ou love mankind ? Do you love the ſouls of men? 
» you with to promote their higheſt and religions 
nteieſts? If this be your character; if you thus feel 
re for the brethren in a high and heavenly ſenſe, 
is impoſſible but you. muſt love the Lord Jeſus 
hriſt, For his love to them was ftronger than 
leath 3 © many waters could not quench it, neither 
could the floods of ſorrow drown it.” Would not 
n enemy to Joſeph, in the land of Egypt, have been 
eemed an enemy to mankind? But what is a tem- 
oral Saviour of Egypt, to a ſpiritual Saviour of the 
orld ? Chriſt has averted the cyrſe of the law from 
ur heads; his own arm has wrought out ſalvation, 
r all that believe in him; he has engaged all the 
tributes of God in favour of the returning finner : 
bas given him eternal life. By his death millions 
re reſcued from eternal Tuin. And he ever liveth 
nd will live to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come 
o God by. him. Not to love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
erefore, muſt ſuppoſe that we hate the moſt godhke 
nd benevolent undertaking ever accompliſhed in the 
mrerſe the redemption of immortal ſouls by the 
00d of Teſus. All other deeds, that have been called 
neficent, are nothing compared to that work of love 
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wee be ſouls of men, which Jefus finiſhed in our world, 
sad is ſtil! carrying on in the courts of heaven. 
e are, though accummulated in one, like a drop 


the ocean, or the dim light of a candle to the me» 
an glory of the ſun. If ang man love not ſuch a 
eleemer, he is an enemy to mankind, d heir 
cheſt and eternal intereſts, and will for ever bg - 
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communicated from the ſociety of the bleſſed. « f 
© ſhall not ſtand in the congregation of the righteg 
Let him be Anathema Maran-atha.” 

3. He who loves not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is x 
enemy to himſelf: Sinner! I repeat it, If you & 
not love Chriſt, you love not yourſelf. Rememhe 

| how ſeriouſly you are told by the inſpired writer 
That there is none other name given under he 
« ven, whereby you can be ſaved ; neither is ſalvati 
« in any other.” He that believeth not in the Son 
God is condemned already. If you deſpiſe his f 
vation, you are deſpiſing the only way of obtainin 
eternal life. If you have a heart-averſion to him 
a Saviour, you have a heart-averſion to yourſelf, | 
your beſt and higheſt intereſts. All other ways 
ſafety are refuges of lies. He only is your ſure 
vation. All they that hate him are ſaid to love deatl 
He is the only door of hope for loſt finners ; andi 
they will not, by faith, enter into life, they muſt pe 
Tiſh. This is the fixed purpoſe of heaven, and wht 
can reverſe it? “ He that hath the Sen, hath life: 
« that hath not the Son, hath not life; but t! 
« wrath of God abideth on him,” Were you toi 
a perſon deſpiſe the only medicine that could eu 
him of an alarming diſtemper, would you not ſij 
that he was careleſs about his health, and an 
to himſelf. If Naaman had continued to deſpiſe tl 
commands of the prophet, and to reject the watt! 
of Jordan, as the means to heal his diſeaſed bod 
would not he have been juſtly deemed an enemy! 
himſelf, and in love with death? On the other hat 
was not the woman with the bloody iſſue, a lover 
herſelf, when in faith the derived healing virtue in 
the preſence and bleſſing of the Saviour. But fi 
poſe the had deſpiſed Chriſt, turned from him wit 
ſcorn, as unworthy of her notice; ſuppoſe the 1 
placed no confidence in him, and felt no love t 
wards him; how long might the have remained und 
| the painful and waſting nature of her complaint?! 
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not applying to Chriſt, in the manner ſhe did, would 
lhe not have been an enemy to herſelf, and an enemy 
to the power and glory of the Redeemer ? I may 
therefore ſay, if there be a ſinner here who keeps at 
u diſtance from Chriſt ; who does not feel the need 
of his ſaving arm and healing blood; who does not 
iter WH wit to approach him in love; that he neither loves 
the Saviour nor himſelf : infatuated by ſin, he is in 
„l love with the certain means of death—of death eter- 
nal. What would you think of ſome ſhipwrecked 


on 

's U mariners, expoſed to the fury of the ocean, and kept 
inn from periſhing only by a few ſcattered fragments of 
im MM the wreck, refuſing to receive the kind relief of be- 
If, ing delivered by a friendly veſſel appearing and ſail- 


ing down to their ſafety ? Should not we conclude 
that they were in love with death, and deſerved to 
periſh in the devouring deep? Sinner! this is the 
exact picture of your loſt and periſhing ſtate, whe- 
ther you ſee it or not. You are expoſed on the 
ocean of life; and your breath, which is but a vapour, 
keeps you from periſhing in the ocean of eternal mi- 
ſery. Jeſus appears, invites, intreats, and calls you 
to lay hold on his ſalvation 3 He regrets your infatu- 
ation“ ye will not come unto me that ye may have 
* life.” He prays for your ſalvation; he bleeds and 
dies that ye may not periſh but have everlaſting life. 
If you do not, 1 Lag love him, is it not obvious 
that you love death; is it not evident that you are a 
great, infatuated, enemy to yourſelf. For if you love 
not Chriſt, you hate your own ſouls, you court yourown 
miſery, and embrace your own inevitable defiruQion. 
If, therefore, there be perſons in this aſſembly who 
do not love Chriſt (and O how awful to think if there 
be many of this deſcription I) you ſee their character, 
you read their doom; they are condemned already; 
they are enemies to Jehovah by being enemies,.to 
Chriſt ; they are enemies to his law, Faſtior, ge 
government; to his divine perfections, oral 
excellence; they are enemies to mankind that 
P 2 Plan 
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plan of divine wiſdom which publiſhes peace © 

earth, and goodwill towards men; they are enemiq 
to themſelves, to their own eternal happineſs. U. 
they not deſerve the awful ſentence : Let then 
Anathema Maran-atha let them be accurſed d 
God, baniſhed from the abodes of the bleſſed; 
let them not ſtand in the congregation of the rig}, 
teous; for the wrath of God abideth on them, 
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1 Cor. xvi. 22. 


Vany man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let 
him be Anathema, Maran-atha. 


1 ſupreme excellence of Jeſus, is repreſented. 
to our view in the goſpel, in order to engage 
dur hearts and captivate our affections. The ſoul. 
that knows not his worth, that feels not a ſenſe of his 
ore, muſt be loſt to every thing good and great, ex- 
ellent and valuable. If we love Jeſus, we ſhall en- 
joy all the bleſſings of his purchaſe; if we hate him, 
e ſhall. be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction. 
This is the expreſs declaration of the Spirit of truth; 
ad there is no poſſibility of reverſing the awful doom 
the enemies of the goſpel : If any man love not 
| — Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be Anathema, Maran- 
' atha.“ | 


Aſter having eſtabliſhed, the preciſe weaning of 
ieſe words, I propoſed, in the former diſcourſe, to. 
[pin the titles or names here given to Chriſty 0 
ew the equity of the ſentence here pronounced to 
eint out ſome evidences which may ſerve to ſhew- 

| of Bit - whether c 
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whether the love of Chriſt be in our hearts or not; 
and then to conclude with ſome reflections addreſſed 
to the lovers and the enemies of Chriſt. 

I have illuſtrated the two firſt of theſe gener! 


heads of diſcourſe; and have ſhewn what is implie ( 
in the three deſignations here given to the Saviour: Wii: 
He is the Lord, God over all bleſſed for ever; he is Wh 
Jeſus, becauſe as Mediator he ſaves his people from WW 
their fins; and is called Chrif, becauſe the anointed Wit! 
of God, and ſet apart for carrying on, and finiſhing Wh t! 
the great work of our redemption. is 
Now, if we conſider the worth and excellence of Wi: 
Chriſt in all theſe points of view, we fee at once the Wis | 
awful fituation of thoſe who hate him; which led us WW! 1 
to ſhew the equity of the ſentence here pronouneed. Wi! 
He who loves not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, muſt be an WF th 
enemy to God, to all his perfections, and to the excel- Wb: 
lence and purity of his laws. He muſt be an enemy rde 
to mankind, and to himſelf, and conſequently mult Mace 
be truly miſerable and wretched. Let him be accur Wi the 
ed of God, baniſhed from the abodes of the happy; not 
let him not ſtand in the congregation of the righte- eat 
ous; for the wrath of God abideth upon him. ful 
| 6 

I come now, in the third place, to mention a few af the 
the evidences whereby you may judge whether 0 
love of the Lord Jefus Chriſt be in you or not. ſe ( 
1. He who loves Chriſt will not be a lover of hwy 
finful ſelf; he will not ſet up any thing he calls her 
own; his will, his affections, his wiſdom in oppoſitooie op 
to the important intereſts and glory of his Redeemer. anc 
A. greater enemy to the love of Chriſt cannot inh-Q"r | 
bit the ſoul of man, than an undue and finful lore be 
one's ſelf. Paul, in his ſecond epiſtle to Timothy but 
iii. 2. ſpeaks of perilous times to come in the late. 
days; and among many other ſigns of theſe degene- :. 
rate times, he mentions this as the firſt: Men fhal the 
4 be lovers of themſelves lovers of their own ly - 


ventions in oppolition to the will of God; lovers © 
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beir own ſchemes, in oppoſition to the wiſdom of 
aven; lovers of their own deſires and ways, in oppo- 
ion to the commands and ways of Jehovah ; lovers 
their own merit, in oppoſition to the righteouſneſs 
God, which is by faith: in ſhort, lovers of their own 
dinions, in oppoſition to the judgement of God. 
Yherever this love of ſelf-wiſdom and felf-dire&ion, 
{ ſelf-diſpoſal takes place, it is utterly inconſiſtent 
ih the love of Chriſt in the heart. It is efſential 
the true character of a diſciple of Jeſus to deny 
is ſelfiſh ſpirit, and with all teachableneſs of mind, 
ri: to learn and then to abide by the will of Jeſus. 
5 long as we remain lovers of ourſelves, in this ſin- 
| way 3 as long as this unhallowed principle pre- 
ils and operates in the unrenewed heart, the bias 
the ſoul tends to that which is evil; fin is readily 
braced, indulged, and purſued; conſcience is 
rdened; and every holy emotion, or impreffion, ſoon 
Raced. To love, to admire, to obey, to idolize ſelf, 
the moſt impious kind of idolatry in the world. Is. 
not to worſhip the creature more than the great 
eacor ? Is it not like ſetting Dagon above the Ark— 
ful vain man, with all his boaſted devices, above 
God ? Is it not to ſet up the will of the creature 
the throne of Jehovah; and to ſay to the Almighty, 
ſho is the Lord that we ſhould obey him? If the 
e of Chriſt be ſhed abroad in your hearts by the 
ly Ghoſt, the love of ſelf-wiſdom, of ſelf-will, of 
ends, of ſelf-purſuits, and ſelf-enjoyments, that 
oppolite to the will of your God, ſhall grow weak- 
and weaker, and at laſt be wholly expelled from 
ur hearts, Converted by the grace of God, you 
become as little children, ready to receive, with 
humility, the will of your Redeemer. This only: 
will follow, and at his glory only will you aim. 

2. When heart. ſelt love to Chti c prevails, the love 
the world and the things of time will be weaken- 
and at laſt entirely give way to the influence of 
divine principle. John, in his firſt epiſtle, ii. 1 5. 
| tells 
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of the ſoul: © For if ye live after the fleſh (anothe ther 
4 name for the world) ye ſhall die.” How mul; 
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tells us, © If any man love the world, the love-of j 
Father is not in him.” By the world, he mea 
the luſt of the eye, the luſt of the fleſh, ang 4 
pride of- life. Wherever love to Chriſt predoming 
as a ruling principle, the luſt of the eye is mortife 
the luſt of the fleſh weakened; the pride of [i 
humbled. ' By the croſs of Chriſt, the world is c 
cified to the true Chriſtian, and he is crucified to 
world. His eyes are turned from beholding m 
te ty; his heart, his deſires, and affections are ſet 
„things above.” The love of the world ſteals aw 
the ſoul from God. By its allurements, it- makes 
heart forget its gratitude, obedience, and dependeng 
on God, as the giver of all good. The Mammong 
unrighteouſneſs becomes a formidable rival to Gi 
and often ſupplants his fear and love in our heart 
Hence covetouſneſs is ſaid to be idolatry; we worlhy 
purſue and ſerve the things of time and ſenſe, 
if they were our God.. I cannot ſpecify all the id 
which the world places before our eyes, as -objed 
of worſhip. Suffice it to ſay, whatever object, 
thing deadens our ſouls to the power of religion; Mei 
ſhuts the door of our hearts againſt the. admiſhon ( 
the love of God and of Chriſt, that is the idol whigh.;. 
muſt be dethroned, before Jeſus can reign as unt 
reign of our ſouls, Look into ſociety, and you wh 
ſee many living. prooſs of the baneful influence of 
worldly ſpirit. Are not all thoſe perſons who mi 
earthly things with undue attachments, determi re. 
enemies to the knowledge and love of divine objed 
Do they not lie in wickedneſs, and does not dau the 
rule in their hearts, as the children of diſobedience ine 
The ſenſual and carnal principles which compoſe it x 
love of the world, are deſtructive of the ſpiritual M . 
heavenly principles which the ſpirit. of God implanie. . 
in the $458 of every child, or . diſciple, of Gg 1 
The love of the world will prove at Jaſt the denn,, 
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roſtates from the truth and cauſe of Chriſt has not 
he love of the world made? Why did Demas and 
thers forſake the apoſtles, and walk no more with 
hem; was it not the love of the world, prevailing 
ver a temporary, and nominal love to Chriſt ? The 
eſt evidence, therefore, you can have that you love 
e Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is the daily exerciſe of a holy 
alouſy and watchfulneſs over your hearts, in guard- 
g againſt an undue and inordinate love of the 
orld, Animated by a ſacred regard to your divine 
aſter ; and by the glorious hopes placed before you, 
you live above 1:s bewitching honours its enſnar- 
pe delights and pleaſures; and its captivating riches 
nd profits, then indeed the love of God and of Chriſt 
igns in your ſouls, 
3. Where heart. ſelt hve to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
revails, it ſoon diſcovers itſelf, by bringing the real 
hriſtian to part with every enjoyment, and to bear 
| for the ſake of Chriſt. Lis the cloud of wits 
ſes, recorded in the eleventh chapter of the epiſtle to 
e Hebre ws, and meaſure the ſtrength of their love to 
eir God and Saviour by the ſacrifices they made, 
dd the ſufferings they bore. Did not they forſake 
ir own kindred, and country, and fathers' houſe; 
unting it more honourable to ſuffer and live with 
people of God, than dwell in eaſe and affluence 
kings houſes ? Behold them giving up with every 
ng that was near and dear to them, as men who” 
te called to teſtify the love of their hearts to God. 
you not ſee them living as pilgrims and ſtrangers 
the world, looking for a better, even an heavenly, 
untry ? Fix your mind not only on their leaving 
their enjoyments, but ſuffering all things for his 
iſe and intereſt in the world; ſee them encom- 
led with enemies on every ſide, and yet ſteadfaſt; 
them bearing reproaches, afflictions and perſecu- 
ns, and death itſelf, and yet rejoicing in God; 
them embracing every croſs, rather than quit 
embraces of Chriſt ; ſee them counted as EP 
or 
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World; we will retain them long in our memoti 


and words which proceeded out of his mouth. I. 
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for the ſlaughter, as killed all the day long 
rather than deny their Lord. We hold out theſe 
parts of their conduct as proofs, that the love of 
Chriſt was in them ; and dare an unbelieving world 
deny their force? If this queſtion were then put to 
each of you : What would you give up and part with 
for Chriſt? What would you ſuffer and bear, 9 
teſtify your love to him? What would be your 
anſwer? Each of you that can ſay: I would gin 
up and part with all things for Chriſt ; 1 wou 
ſuffer and bear all afflictions, rather than forego my 
intereſt in the ſalvation of my Redeemer; is a lover 
of Chriſt indeed. You are to ſay this really to-more 
row at his table.“ You are to expreſs your love, by 


ſuch firm and holy reſolutions, elſe the love of Chi 
is not in you. The language of every believe ent 
communicant to Chriſt will be the ſame as Ruth's n 
Naomi: „“ Thy God ſhall be my God; thy peopleiWour 
« ſhall be my people; where thou lodgeſt I will lodge e, 
« where thou goeſt I will go; I will follow dug 
« through good and bad report!“ | ord 

4. Where heart-felt love to Chriſt prevails, an Non 


fectionate regard to the goſpel, and the doctrines at 
truths he taught, will diſcover itſelf. If we lot 
friend, will we not love his uſeful inſtructions ; Motec 
wiſe ſayings; his prudent maxims'? Theſe will 
engraven on our hearts; when he is no more in 


and always ſpeak of them with juſt eſteem. Chriſta 


you have a friend, a Redeemer in the heavens, ud he 
ſpake as never man ſpake. Precious are the doctnngncmic 


will receive theſe in the love of them; as new-v# 
babes, you will deſire them as the ſincere milk of 
word, that you may grow thereby. Your neceſſary 
will not be more refreſhing to your bodies than ort:i 
truth, as it is in Jeſus, will be to your ſouls. the 
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ll ay with David of old: © Bleſſed is the people 
that know the joyful ſound; they ſhall walk, O 
Lord, in the light of thy countenance. In thy name 
hall they rejoice all the day; and in thy righteouſ- 
neſs ſhall they be exalted.” The doctrines and 
recepts of Chriſt are ſweeter unto the child of God, 
in honey, or the honey comb. If ever the goſpel 
f Chriſt have enlightened your eyes, and the doc- 
ines of grace opened and humbled your hearts, to 

eceive him as the King of Glory; if ever they have 
armed your ſouls, intereſted your affections, and 


eWuided and governed your conſcience ; if ever they 
„e imparted that peace of mind, that paſſeth all 
u derſtanding, and cauſed you to bring forth fruit 
so holineſs: in ſhort, if they have made you obe- 
ent to God; uſeful and merciful to your fellow 


en; and happy in your own minds; ſuch will be 
our eſtzem of them, that you will as ſoon quit with 
ſe, as quit with one doctrine or truth which Jeſus 
pught. © Buy the truth, and ſell it not,” are the 
ors of Solomon; but they are alſo deeply engrav- 
d on the heart of every ſoul, that loves the Lord Jeſus 
rk, 
5. Wherever Heart. felt love to Chriſt prevails, deep 
voted hatred to all fin will, in a greater or leſs de- 
ee, be experienced in proportion toour progreſs in the 
ine life. The love of God, and the love of fin 
anot, at the ſame time, habitually prevail in the 
cart ; for they are as contrary to each other as heaven 
nd hell, light and darkneſs. It is fin that makes us 
nemies to God, and enemies to ourſelves. How fre- 
uently does God tell us in his word, that fin, that all 
aſyreſfions of his law, are hateful to him. In pro- 
portion as the love of fin reigns in your hearts, you 
e enemies to God; and in exact proportion as it is 
ortiñied and weakened, vou are the friends of God. 
v the Pſalmiſt ſays, Pſal. xcvii 10.“ They that 
as the Lord, will hate evil.” To live under the pre- 
«Ng, uncontrolled influence of fin; to live under the 
| continued 
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continued love of it in the heart; and to love C 
at the ſame time, who bled and died to take away 
by the ſacrifice of himſelf, is a thing impoſſible i 
the greateſt contradiction in nature. What wa] 
that ever made any intelligent creature an enemy 
God ? what made the glorious hoſts of heaven 
and commence acts of rebellion againſt their right 
Lord ? What was it that brought death into the we 
with all our woes? What brought the Son of Gol 
the curſed death of the croſs? What hath e. 
forth the judgements of God in every age? What i 
{till ſeparates the heart from God ? Is it not fin? 
ſay, can the love of fn, and the love of the Lord] 
Chriſt, dwell in the ſame heart ? It is impoſſible ; { 
as a pious Author expreſſes himſelf; 4 Sin will m 

6 * depart from God; or it will make God dep 
« from you.“ | | 

6. Where heart-felt love to the Lord Jeſus 
prevails, a grateful ſenſe of divine pardon will ds 
comfort the ſoul. Pardon of fin, through faith 
the blood of Jeſus, peace reſtored to. the convind 
perplexed heart, fill the true Chriſtian with the wan 
eſt gratitude. Such grateful obligations are felt 
the ſoul, as muſt vent themſelves in love. Do yt 
wiſh to ſee a lively picture of this; it is already dr 
to your hand in Luke's goſpel, viii. chap. 28. ver. int 
inſtance of Mary Magdalene. By converting gra 
ſhe was brought into the ſervice of God, from 
ſervice of fin and Satan. From that moment, the u 
eſt gratitude entered her ſoul, and her heart 
melted with love. From that moment, ſhe r 
forgat the loving kindneſs of God. She felt l 
bleſſedneſs of thoſe whoſe tranſgreſſion is pardons 
and unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniqus 
See her kneeling down at her Saviour's feet; ſhe 
not for water, but tears are ready in abundance 
waſh his ſacred feet; ſhe calls not for a towel, but! 
hair is ready to wipe them; thoſe kiſſes, that hac fe 


haps been employed to allure the unwary, a ® 
A emploſt 
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ployed to honour the great Redeemer! See her, 
ich affection on her countenance and love in her 
art, not only waſhing his feet and wiping them with 
hair, but kiſſing them with her lips. Whence, 
Mary, all theſe tears; whence all theſe expreſſions 
of gratitude ; whence all theſe kiſſes ? Proceed _ 
not from hence—from much love in your heart 
you loved much, becauſe much was forgiven you; 
rou abounded in labours of love, becauſe Chriſt 
firſt loved you and gave himſelf for you.” Thus, 
riſtians ! will you feel and act as God gives you 
portunity, if, like Mary, you have taſted that the 
ord is gracious. You will love the Lord Jeſus 
hriſt, becauſe he has performed for you the greateſt 
t of ſovercign grace. Why is David 3 
the ciii. Pſalm, verſes 2, 3, 4.: „ Bleſs Lord, 
my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits: who 
forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healech all thy 
diſeaſes z who redeemeth thy life from deſtruction; 
who crowneth thee with loving-kindneſs and ten» 
der mercies.” If you are like Mary or David, the 
un und of pardon will never reach your ears, it will 
er be felt in your hearts, without all its bleſſed and 
ly ſruits z without filling your ful with joy, with 
ly gratitude and wonder. 2 > £731 
7. Where heart-/elt hve to Chriſt prevails, it will 
ſcover itſelf, by “ walking — with God,” in 
me way of holineſs, and by a careful obſervance of 
s commands and ordinances. If ye love me,” 
th Chriſt, “keep my commandments; ſor he that 
hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth me If you careſully read the ſcrips 
lone re account of the greateſt characters recorded in it, 
pu will find this true of every one of them: The 
re they were diſtinguiſhed for love to God, the 
nce ore eminently did they ſhine in holineſs. Read the 
ut "ory of Abraham. How much did he love God ; 
dw ſingular, at the ſame time, was he for holineſs, 
the midſt of much wickedneſs. Is not Noah, Ca- 
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Jeb, Moſes, David, Job, pointed out to us as fri 
of God, and marked as holy and devout men in the 
deportment and converſation. The commandment 
of God were written' upon their hearts by the diving 
Spirit; they delighted in the law of the Lord; t 
meditated on it day and night. Does not the me 
tion of the names of Zecharias and Elizabeth, of! 
ry, Simeon, and Anna, of Peter, and Paul after hy 
converſion, ſuggeſt to us at once the friendſſh 
and love they felt to God, and the holineſs of the 
lives; which was the genuine effect of their ſupren 
love. They did not ſhow love with their mouths only 
but their whole conduct, through every ſtage of the 
pilgrimage, after they were born of God, beſpokethe 
love of their hearts. O that there were ſuch an heat 
in you, to fear, to love God, and keep all his cor 
mandments| You are to come to-morrow to his q 
dinance, and to expreſs the love of your ſouls to hi 
by a devout and reverential waiting on God. 89 
as you approach the table of the Lord, « How ami 
a able are thy tabernacles, Lord God of hoſts! 
&« love I thy law; it is all my delight ! Thy ſtatute 
« are my — in this the houſe of my pilgrimage 
Laſtly, Wherever heart-felt love to Chriſt prem 
love to his children and family will prevail atfo: 
ordinance you have in view is a feaſt of love; it 
joining in full communion with the houſehold « 
faith. If, therefore, you love Chriſt, you will love 
his ſervants, and all that bear his image. © If ye 
ic love not — brother, whom you have ſeen, be 
« can you love God or Jeſus whom you have 1 
« ſeen.” This ordinance is deſigned, not onlyt 
unite your ſouls more cloſely to Jeſus your Savios 
but to bind your hearts to each other in the firme 
love. The mengorials of Chriſt's death are the mo! 
tors to you, how you ſhould © hy aſide all malice, 
« rancour and evil-ſpeaking; and put on, as the ele 
« ofGod, holyand beloved, bowels of — bot 
-« tenderneſs and love.” Your love to your , 
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table of the Lord, will be cordial and ſincere, if you 
ave the love of Chriſt in you. It will be pure, diſin- 
ereſted, and univerſal, to all the ſaints ſcattered 
broad. You will feel the love of eſteem for them ; 
or here you will honour them that fear the Lord. 
ho are the objects of Chriſt's ſpecial love in the 
zorld ? Are they not the ſaints, the excellent ones of 
he earth. Where God fixes his love, you may fix 
yours with ſafety. What God judges to be excellent, 
you may deem worthy. of the beſt affections of your 
oul, You ſhould feel for them a love of delight; 
aking pleaſure in» their company, in their converſa- 
on, in their. holineſs, in their proſperity, in their 
piricual good and peace. © Pray for the peace of Je- 
' ruſalem, they ſhall proſper that love thee. For my 
' brethren. and companions” ſake, I will now ſay, 
Peace be within thee. Becauſe of the houſe 
of the Lord our God, I will ſeek thy good.” 
is is the language of love, expreſſed by every heart 
| A ns the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in ſincerity and 
tru 
Such are the marks and evidences of the love of 
riſt ſhed abroad in the ſoul by the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt: they who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt are denied 
to ſelf ; the love of the world is more and more. 
weakened in their ſouls; they are willing to part 
with every enjoyment, and to bear all for Chriſt. 
bey entertain moſt affectionate regard to the 
goſpel and its precious doctrines; a deep-rooted hat- 
red to all fin prevails in their hearts; a grateful 
ſenſe of divine pardon comforts their ſouls; love to 
Chriſt will diſcover itſelf by a careful obſervance of 
al his commands and ordinances ;, and, finally, by a 
pure, difintereſted, and univerſal affection to 4. bre 


thren. 
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gage your hearts to love the Lord Jeſas Chriſ 2 


he not the wiſdom of God? Are you guilty ? Dil 
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and more. | 

1. Conſider how divine and lovely he is in himſch 
how lovely he is in his divine nature; how lovely 
his human character, in his humbled and exaltd 
ſtate ! If the eye of faith unfold all the glories of ye 
Redeemer to your view; your fouls will be raviſhe 
with his love. If you are called to ſee the king 
his beauty, travelling in the greatnefs of his ſtrengi 
_= hearts will be captivated with his excellency 

e will appear as altogether lovely: for to them th 
believe, he is and ever will be precious. k 

2. Conſider how ſuitable a Saviour he is. Hei 
Lord to conquer your hearts and ſubdue your ens 
mies. He is Jeſus to ſave you from the guilt, the 
power and love of fin. He is Chriſt, full of gra 
and truth. Nothing that the ſinner can want, or vil 
for, but is to be found in him in whom the fulneſ d 
the godhead dwelleth bodily. Are you ignorant! l 


not he ſuffer, the juſt for the unjuſt that he might 
bring you nigh unto God? Are you weak? He u 
the mighty one, able to ſave to the uttermoſt all iha 
come unto God by him. Do you want righteouſnel 
and ſtrength; peace and pardon z joy in living ; com 
fort in dying; grace here, glory hereaftes ? All thei 
are only to be found in him, in whom are hid all the 
treaſures of divine wiſdom and mercy. Bread is nd 
more ſuitable to the hungry; water to the thirſty; 
health to the ſick, than this Saviour is to your ſouls 
O how much ſhould you love him, as the light and 
life of your hearts ! 

3. In order to inflame your ſouls to him, conſidet 
how he has loved you, and manifeſted his love to you. 
Is not his love for you pure, diſintereſted, cordial, un» 
exampled, conſtant, perſevering, everlaſting. If you 
ſaw holy flame of love that ſtill burns in the 5% 
viour's breaſt, how would your hearts warm to him! 


Think of the ſtrength of his love. Many _ 
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duld not quench it; neither could the fleods drown- 
„ As nothing can ſhake it; ſo nothing can 
. As nothing could prevent itz fo nothing 
er impair or deſtroy it, © For, whom the Lord 
loveth, he loveth unto the end.” His love is an 
erlaſting love. His bowels of compaſſion will for 
ine er yearn overs his people, till, as the ranſomed of” 
no the Lord, they are brought to Zion above, with joy 
and everlaſting ſongs upon their heads. Say, will 
not theſe circumſtances increaſe your love, and make 
it war ſtronger and ſtronger. | 

4. Hence ſee how much Jehovah is diſhonoured, 
ge ey ciſhonouring Chriſt. Thoſe who reject his goſpel, 
vho deſpiſe his doctrines; who contemn his death 
hall be accurſed of God. To reje him, is to re- 
ect the counſel and wiſdom of God againſt ourſelves, . 


, the 


ay Whatever you be, and whatever you do, if you do 
fs foot love Chriſt, God will not love you. For, with- 
! out Chriſt ye can do nothing that is honourable or 
DiWcceptable to God. A want of love to Chriſt, is a 
ihe breach of the law of God; a contempt of his -holi- 
ess, of his perfec lions, of his love; and what will 


God do with ſuch a contemner of himſelf ? The great 


that 

geh commandment that God has given to men is, that 

ey ſhould believe on the name of the only begotten» 
on of God. Now, a breach or contempt of this 

the commandment, will be treated as a contempt of the 


whole law. Does the curſe fall on the head of him 
that coutinues not in all'things written in the book of- 
the law to do them; and does not a want of love to 
Jeſus entail the ſame curſe on every offender —* Let 
„him be Anathema, Maran-atha.” Are not the 
hu of God, the laws of good ſociety, the laws of 
ſelf-preſervation violated,' by contempt of Jeſus; and 
what curſe can equal fuch aggravated guilt ? Where 
then ſhall the poor, proud, ſelf-conceited deiſt betake 
himſelf ? Where ſhall an unbelieving world find ſnel- 
ter! Heaven is armed againſt them, while they conti- 
ae enemies to Chriſt. Their own copſcience: is 

Q3. armed 
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armed againſt them; and the curſe of God ref 
upon them now, and will reſt upon them through 

eternal ages: © For it any man love not the Lord ſe, 
„ ſas Chriſt, let him be Anathema, Maran-atha" 
O how powerful an argument is this for you to fie 
to him as the hope ſet before you ! All who wou 


notflee to the ark for ſafety, periſhed in the mighty we g 
ters. Theſe were the deiſts and unbelievers of Noah's age, e 
and they turned a deaf ear to the great doctrines he 
taught; they betook themſelves to refuges of lee 
and were deſtroyed. All unbehevers under the gin 
pel; all who will not flee to Chriſt, as an hiding - ha Wl, i 
from the ſtorm, ſhall as inevitably periſh. If they n 
turn a deaf ear to God in the day of his mercy, ll 
will turn a deaf ear to them, in the day of his ven n 
ce. th 


5. How melancholy is it to think, how few 
profeſſing Chriſtians give good evidence of their love 
to God and Chriſt} You have ſeen how this low 
diſcovers itſelf, If ſo; alas! how few vital experi 
mental lovers of Chrift are there in the world. When 
we look ahroad in the earth, men feem to be lovers 
of every thing but of the Lord Jefus Chriſt. But a 
many as you meet, converſe with, or live among; u 
many as you ſee void of this love; tell them they ae 
living with an awful curſe upon their baſket and ſto, 
on their ſoul and bodies. Let parents tell their chi- 
dren this; and if they love the ſalvation of their ſouls 
they will do it. Let maſters tell their ſervants this 
and if they believe they have a maſter in heaven, they 
will do ſo, and ſave their own fouls in the day of the 
Lord. Let huſband and wife tell each other this im- 
portant truth. It may be a mean of forming Ciffilt 
in each other, the hope of glory. Let miniſters tell 
their people; let them ceaſe not to ſound this awful 
ſentence in the ſinner's ear, warning every man, 
teaching every man : © If he love not the Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt, he is and will be Anathema, Maran-atha.” 
Let me expoſtulate the matter with you, O * 
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Will thoſe things you love, and to which give 
ur heart, do ever as much for you as Chriſt has 
and is ſtill doing for you. Do they deſerve your 
ore better than he? Will they reward it better, will 
they in the end prove ſalvation or death to your ſouls ? 
Oh! why then throw your love away; your ſouls 
way; your Saviour, your heaven, your away, 
for tuch periſhing and ruinous objects? 
6 How comfortable is this ſubject to the people 
of God. You love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; the ſentence 
in the text is reverſed to you. You are the blefled 
of the Lord. There is no condemnation to them 
tht are in Chriſt Jeſus. He is all your deſire, and he 
will be all your ſalvation. Many are the promiſes 
made to you; and you have not to dread one curſe in 
this ſacred volume. | 
Let me exhort you daily to expreſs your love to 
Jeſus. He is daily exprefling his love to you. You 
re never out of his thoughts, You he near his heart; 
and he has your names written on the palms of his 
hands. O be not weary in ſhowing your love to him. 
Let not his cauſe or intereſt be coldly, or formally 
upported by you on earth. He is not coldly manag- 
ng your intereſts in heaven. Go from ordinance to 
rdinance, with love in your ſouls, until you come to 
ng with the redeemed z & Unto him that loved us, 
'and waſhed us in his blood, and hath made us kings 
and prieſts unto God, even his Father, be glory fot 
ever.“ i 
Finally, Examine yourſelves by thoſe evidences 
have laid before you, whether you feel the love of 
briſt conſtraining you. Are you ſelf-denigg.? Is 
de to the world loſing ground every day WW 
arts? Are you willing to part with all rathE 
ſeparated from Chriſt ? Are you ready to ſuſfer 
r his ſake ? Have you a high regard for his goſpel, 
nd its important doQtines ? Do you feel aniigcreaſ- 
Ig hatred to all fin ? Have you, or do you with above 
| things to have an abiding ſenſe of the . 
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don on your hearts? Is it your fixed reſolution, in 


obedience; and do you love the brethren with a 
heart fervently ? If you have ſuch evidences of | 
to Chriſt, you are indeed highly bleſſed of God. Hi 
rejoices over you, as his dear children. He will blef 

ou with his preſence, in every ordinance here bel, 
in every py and in every trial; and will at laſt brig 

you to his houſe above, where the divine princy 
* love will be perfected; and where you ſhall ent 
the grand object of your ſupreme en, wichout u 
terruption and without end. 


% 


. * 1 * „ 1 * a o ? 
. : 0 . * : F » : * 
N 3 4 * „„ #% 4 4 : 
: | 
fv 4+ a8 


Prov. viii. 17. 


1 love them that love Ne mmm 


dm, which is the ſubje& of Solomon's particular 
cription, in this chapter. The moſt approved inter- 
eters of ſcripture, and the general ſenſe of the church, 
ave conſidered it-as one of the peculiar names. of 
e Lord Jeſus Chriſt. From the language of the 
, and 23, verſes this ſenſe is clearly aſcertained : 
The Lord poſſeſſed me in the beginning of his way, 
before his works of old. I was ſet up from ever- 
laſting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.” 
| theſe verſes, all the properties of a living agent, 
perſon, are aſſigned to Wiſdom. The New 
eſtament language bears us out in this interpretation, 
d ſupports this ſenſe aſſixed to it. In various places 
find this name, or title, given to Chriſt. In Luke 
40 „ Therefore, ſaith the wiſdom of God, I 
will ſend them prophets and apoſtles 3” which, 
hen compared with Luke vii. 35. But wiſdom is 
juſtified in all her children ; leaves no doubt on our 


N every age of the church, it has appeared of im+ . 
portance, to have juſt and accurate views of that 
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infinite dignity, and eternal glory of him, who here 
condeſcends to behold the things that are done on 


that love him, and to aſſure them of his comfortable 
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truth is, God commendeth his love towards ug, i 


It was hid in the Redeemer's breaſt, and the f 


 feſtations took place, as ages rolled on; as dilpenis 
tion ſucceeded diſpenſation ; and at laſt, the fuse 
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minds who is the perſon, or character meant. Thi 
is ſtill more evident from what Paul writes, 1 Cor: 
3. 24. © Chriſt, the power of God and the wiſdon 
« of God;” and in the 30. verſe, he is faid to he 
% made to his church, wiſdom.” Think then of the 


earth; to make kind and gracious promiſes to then 


preſence. The loving Redeemer, on every occalion 
appears glorious in the eyes of his people ! © I lor 
them that love me; and they that ſeek me carl 
&« ſhall find me.” The Redeemer cannot be loved, 
he cannot be ſought in vain. - What encouraging 
* — is this! 5 | 

ere is one other remark neceſſary to be made 
in entering on this ſubject; which is, we are not: 
imagine that love riſeth firit in the heart of the cre: 
ture, to the great Creator. The love of the Redecme 
is the origin and cauſe of our love to him. The 


Fs that, while we were yet ſinners Chriſt died for u. 


diſcoveries of merciful love ever made to man, v 
when fin had entailed death and miſery on our 
Gen. iii. 15. The ſeed of the woman ſhall bring: 
$ the ſerpent's head.” Brighter and brighter mat: 


of time arrived, when “God ſo loved the world 28 
te give his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be 
«eth in him, ſhould not periſh but -have 

* laſting life.” This laſt and higheſt diſplay of k 
leads us to the true ſource of our love to him. © Me 
love him becauſe he firft loved us.” John iv. 19. Joo 
hovah's love therefore, is the efficient cauſe of our 1 
The love of the creature is, alas! cold and ves 
ſmall and inconſiderable. The ſacrifice of Jove w 
we bring to his altar is ſo languid, that we have rear: 
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„ fear he will reject it, and put our offerings far from 
Cor. bim. This thought often deje As the humble Chriſtian, 
don :od deprefies his ſoul, while he draws near to God: 
o bene ſees, he feels an infinite diſproportion between 
the de love that God beſtows, and the lo which he 
ben iwſelf can return. God, therefore, s by the 
> ON reſhons, and to 


promiſe here, to remove theſe v- 
fure the humble worſhipper, that the weakeſt ſparks 
f divine love in the foul are acceptable to him; and 
hat the ſmalleſt flame ſhall come up to his mercy- 
eat, as incenſe.” . love them that love me. He that 
loveth me, ſaith Chriſt, -ſhall be loved of my Father, 
2nd I will love him, and maniſeſt myſelf to him.” 


ohn xiv. 21. 


In diſcourſing on this ſubject, I mean, as aſſiſted 
y God, to illuſtrate, firſt, the properties of Chriſt's 
bore to his. church. 

Second, The nature of his people s love to him. 
And then conclude — an improvement. | 


EE EESSEED 


DE 


ff Chriſt's love to his church. 


tefore the eyes of his church, in various and endear- 
ny points of light. The ſcriptures are full of deſcrip- 
ons of Chriſt's love. It is ſhed abroad through every 
page of the bible, as. well as through every heart 
edeemed by his blood. We muſt however obſerve, 
ut to explain it fully is a work beyond the 

ther of angels or of men. The redeemed in 
dory make it their delightful theme; and it 
nll be their eternal employment, to utter all 
ieir praiſe and wonder; yet we ſhall attempt 


inguiſned point of light before the eyes of his people. 
1. The love of Chriſt to his redeemed is from ever. 


orm any juſt conception what eternity is. We 2 
a 


In the firſt place, I am to illuſtrate the properties 
The love of Chriſt to the world, is a ſubjeR placed 


d enumerate ſuch circumſtances, as place it in a diſs 


ating to everlaſting. Man, finite man, can ſcarce 
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and undeſerved. It was ſree, undeſerved. gn 
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able to form a notion of what a week, a month, 61 
year is; but a duration of eternal exiſtence baffley al 
our powers to comprehend. Before all worlds, and al 
time, your Saviour loved you: When Jehovah poſſe 
« ed him, in the beginning of his way, his delight 
« were with the ſons of men.” The Jeremiah 
conveys this idea in veryplain- terms, Axxi. 30 
64 J have loved thee with an everlaſting love; there. 
« fore, with: loving-kindneſs have I drawn thee.” Be, 
fore the mountains were brought forthꝭ before the ear 
was eſtabliſhed; or the heavens ſtretched out; Chrif 
felt love to a periſhing world.. ; Dwell, Chriſtians! 0 
this thought; and the more you contemplate the ſub- 
ject, the more will youbeloit in wonder and adoration 
With what humility and reverence ſhould we adore 
that love which reaches from eternity to eternity) 
Many and diſtinguiſhed are the fruits and effeQs o 
this love, which Chriſt diſcovered in time : butfor the 
cauſe of their fruits and effects, we mult look bat 
before all time, and all worlds, and trace up the love 
of our Redeemer to an eternal duration.” O t 

te height and depth, the breadth and lengthof the lor 
« of God; it paſſeth knowledge.“ "SIN 
2. The love of Chriſt to his redeemed is fret 


that brought Jeſus Chriſt into aur world. Th 
language of ſcripture frequently reminds us d 
this property of the love of Chriſt. The Lord, by l 
prophet, ſays : © I will love them freely,” We cannd 
and will not ſay, that as guilty condemned creature 
we have a claim on God, or have deſerved ſuch a di 
lay of his love as he has given. To po ſinner unde 
— or among men, is God a debtor. If he 
to mark iniquity againſt us, judgement, inſtead d 
mercy, ſhould be our merited portion. All that Chr 
hath done for orbeſtows on the believing andredeeme 
ſoul muſt be viewed as the effect of free and une 
ed love. Are you effectually called to the knowiedg 
of Chriſt ? Are you his adopted children; living 2 
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family and enjoying the ſmiles of his love? Are you 
juſtified and viewed as righteous in the fight of Jeho- - 
nh; pardoned and accepted for his great name's ſake.: 
Are you living under the influence of that faith and 
hope, which unites your ſouls to Jeſus?.and ſay, to 
whom are you indebted for this ſalvation ?, Have not 
the ſcriptures an anſwer ready to theſe queſtions ? 
« By the grace of God, I am what I am. Not ac- 
« cording to works, but according to his .own pur- 
poſe and grace, which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus, 
' before the world began,” Rom. ix. 6. What 
js it in the ſinner that can at his love? 
|; it our miſery z our guilt; our enmity to his laws 
2nd government; our unworthineſs ; our ingratitude 
and rebellion againſt him? Man is laden with iniquity; 
; covered with tranſgreſſion; and expoſed every mo- 
nent to death and miſery. No ſinner has comelineſa, 
xeauty, or worth in him to attract the love, or move 
te affe ction of Chriſt. Had man ſtood in his firſt 
lite of innocence. z had he continued to love and ho- 
jour his God; he might have poſſeſſed a higher title 
dthe regard of his Creator. But how changed his 
ate! he is now an enemy to God, loving every 
ing he f1ould hate, and hating every thing he ſhould 
dre. God hath indeed commended his love, in that 
hile we were enemies, Chriſt died for us. It is nat 
e way of man to love any object without fgeling 
rong and powerful motives to excite and Ax his 
ve. How true is it then, that “ God's thoughts 
ne not as our thoughts; neither are his ways as 
our ways: for as the heavens-are higher than the 
earth, ſo are his ways above our ways.” Chriſt 
ſten fixes his love where we ſhonld leaſt expect jt, 
s love is often placed ob the moſt miſerable and un- 
ſerving objects. He magnifies his grace and ſalva- 
, in the redemption of the moſt wretched crea- 
res. Are there not ſome of you now ſaying: “ His 
love to me was indeed free ard unmerited ; he 
plucked me as a brand from the burning; he deli- 
r vered 
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«'vered me from going down to the pit, having pail 
* a ranſom.—O with what truth, with what pleaſun 
„of mind, do I join his redeemed church in fa ing: 
Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy name be al 
be the glory! What are we; what is bur father 
“ houſe, that thou haſt brought ns hitherto 2 
3. Chriſt's love to his redeemed is immutable n 
unchangeable. The love that is mutable and change 
able, is little valued or eſteemed. That love which 
like the floating cloud or the ſhifting wind; how ( 
ſervedly is it diſregarded by men ! But how gloria 
to think, that the love of Chriſt to his redeemed 1 
like himſelf.—“ the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for 
« ever. He is the Lord, that changeth not: 
tc whom he loves, he loves unto the end.” Poor fi 
ners are liable to change every day; yea, almoſt ever 
moment; but how refreſhing to know, that with ox 
Redeemer there is no variableneſs nor ſhadow 
turning. Indeed, the appearances of his providenc 
often ſeem to change, in the experience of his people 
but his mercy endureth for ever ; his love new 
changeth. His love moveth the great wheels of 
vidence ; and in all their movements he maketh 
things to work together for the good of his peopll 
When his frowns appear to be darkeſt, he bas nol , 
love in his heart; when he chaſtifeth moſt ſevere 
he * our profit; he makes us partaken 
his hotineſs ; when he leads us through the rough 
path, he is, in love, conducting us to a city of habit 
tion. Paul had ſtrong and comfortable views of! 
love when he could ſay, “ For I am perfuaded, © 
« neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principal 
« ties, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things 
ct come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea 
4 ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of G |. 
«> which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” 
4. Chriſt's love to his redeemed is tranſcendent e 
ſuperlative love. ' All the love ever felt by angel 
men, is not to be compared to that love which Ui 
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© , 

feels for his church, It is tranſcendently inexprefhible, 

ink of the glory he poſſeſſed and the milery tg 
hich he ſtooped; think of the nature and ſtate in 
hich he was, and the low nature and humble con- 
lion to which he came, and ſay what muſt. hay 
deen his love? Much he veiled, much he gave u ig 
playing his love to men. We may admire the love 
at Jacob bore to Rachel—year after year, with much 
xience, he endured the moſt painful and laborious 
atigues ; and no toil could cool the ardour of his af- 
«tion. Strong, likewiſe, was the love of Jonathan 
0 David: he gave the moſt convincing proof of his 
tachment and regard; but how infinitely ſhort are 
heie inſtances to the love of Chriſt wherewith he hath 
ved us, What are the toils which Jacob endured, - 
o the ſufferings which Chriſt bore ? the ſelf- 
enial and danger which Jonathan encountered, to the 
H denial and death of our Lord, for the fake of his 
ple? As there is no proportion between what is 
nite and infinite; ſo there can be no ion bee 

en the love of any creature and the love of Chriſt, - 
ie creator of all, We have ſome feeling ſenſe of the 
nder love that hings relation to relation i that unites 
pms friend to 22 * 4 the carefal 
dd indulgent parent to his belo ring z. that 
nits heart with heart in the neareſt and moſt intlmats 
lation that ſubſiſts on earth ; but all theſe are but 
nt emblemg of the tranſcendent love of our Re-- 
mer. To all theſe it is often compared but in 
ery inſtanco, the ſuperiority is given to the love of 

Saviour, “ Can a woman forget her ſucking 
child, that ſhe ſhould nat have campaſſion on the 
on of her womb ? Yea, ſhe may forget, yet will I. 
not forget thee.” Ia. xlix.'15. “ 1 have engraven 
thee on the palms of my He js a friend that 
ſticketk cloſer than a brother.” He is a huſband, 
nt nan, a Saviour that loved us unto the death, and 
oo" himſelf for us. A* 
ww EH Chriſt's love to his redeemed is bauntiful and 

a V2.7 " "ane 


richeſt and moſt bountiful expreſſions. 


the ſpirit of our minds: it is his love that admits 


that mortifies the love and power of fin, and mak 
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aftive. The love of the world often evaporates in 
unmeaning and empty wiſhes ; but the love where 
with Jeſus hath loved us, manifeſts itſelf in the 


bod h joyed, eith | or ſpi 

ou have enjoyed, either temporal or fpiritua!; 
— os bleſſings Lon has ſhower 
down upon you, and whatever hopes you are calle 
to entertain, all flow from the active love of Chit 
Who can number his mercies? Who can enumerate 
or value his bleſſings? We might as well count the 
ſtars of heaven, or number the ſand on the ſea-ſhore! 
It was love that led him to become the ſurety of tha 
covenant, which is well ordered in all things and 
ſure; it was love that made him aſſume our nature; 
that made him under the law, to redeem them thit 
are under the law; to futftt-all righteouſneſs; to blen 
and die as a ſacrifice for fin. It is his aQive a 
bountiful Tove that makes him deſtroy the eumitj 
our hearts to him; that converts and renews us 


into the privileges of his family, and enriches ou 
fouls with the fruits of the Spiritz it is his Sp! 


us meet for glory; it is his love that giveth' us grad 
and glory, and no good thing will he withhold, Log 
at the tears which Chriſt ſhed ; hear his preſſing i 
earneſt invitations z ſee his zeal, in continually gag 
about doing good ; ſurvey the ſcorn and reptoach! 
bore ; the ſuffering and agonies he endured z and uy, 
death he met, in offering up that high and adoral 
ſacrifice for the ſins of men, and ſay, was not his Io 
to our ſouls bountiful and active indeed! 

6. Chriſt's love to his redeemed is a diftinguiſhu 
love. The Pſalmiſt offers up a prayer which man 
the peculiar nature of that love which Chriſt bears 
his people : © Remember me, Lord, with that lc 
* which thou beareſt to thine own.“ The love i 
Jeſus feels and bears to his own, is not common V 
promiſcuous love, Our Lord, as Creator and 
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emor of the world, is good unis all; he makes big 
u fun to ſhine and his rain to fall on the juſt and unjuſt, 

ert But how inferior is that beneficence, which is ſpread 

the BY before all his creatures, and of which all, in ſome 
ever neaſure participate, to that peculiar and covenants - 
ul; WW ove which he ever diſcovers to thoſe that are his own, 
eil eis this love he ever keeps and reſerves for his re- 

lcd :cmed; and as they are his peculiar property, he 
nll. erer remembers them with that love he bears to his 
people, viſiting their ſouls with bis ſalvation. What 


rate 
1 endearing diſtinction did this love lead our 8avi- 
* our to make, in paſſing by the nature of angels, and 


taking on him the ſeed of Abraham! The bright and 
morning ſtars that, fell from their firſt glory, by rebel- 
ion and apoſtacy, he leaves under the awful conſes - 
quences of their guilt ; and they are plunged in mi- 
ery without hope. This was not the part he acted 
oman. He, who was in the form of God, took 
pon him the form of a ſervant, and, in our nature, 
howed in what a diſtinguiſhing manner he ſet his 
we on man, ſinful, polluted and guilty man, and 
plucked him as a brand from the burning: How 
ong have thefe ſinful nations enjoyed the high privi- 
ze of his goſpel and ordinances, while many na- 
ions are left ignorant of the name of Chriſt, and are 
ter ſtrangers to the beauty and glory of his Fasel ö 
y know not the diſtinguiſhing mercy of h ving 
ommunion with Gog, or fellowſhip with his Son Je- 
s Chriſt, by the Haly Spirit. How different his 
re, beſtowed on us; how endearing the privileges 
now enjoy ! But even in nations that bear the - 
lriſtian name, js. it not to be feared that there are © 
o many living at eaſe, in profound ignorance of thoſe - 
$10gs that belong to their eternal peace ? They know 
ot what it is to loye Chriſt, and, alas ! they have ne- 
er known that the Lord is gracious to their ſouls; . 
dey have never given him their love, and they know - 


Nt what it is to experience the ſmiles of his favour, . 
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- which is better than life. | 
you have been called to the knowledge of ſalvation by 


two of a family only, he often calls to feel the power 


which made them kin 
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which is the life Af. ſoul; and his loving kindneſi 
If, Chriſtians! you know him and love him; if 


is name; what reaſon have you to adore his pecy. 
Har and diſtinguiſhing mercy ! It is one of à city, and 


of his grace and the comfort of his love. Are you, 
believers, a part of this redeemed company, who art 
the objects of his diſtinguiſhing love? How are your 
hearts affected to the Redeemer ? Does not diſtin 
guiſned love beſtowed, challenge a return of diſti 
guiſhed love from your ſouls ? Is it not now the 
language of your hearts: © O love the Lord all ye his 
& ſaints; we will remember thy love more ihn 
„ vine?“ | E 
How neceſſary it is then for Chriſtians often to t- 
view and meditate upon the love of Chriſt ! If they 
were to conſult their own comfort, and ſtudy the 
folid intereſt, to this delightful ſubject would tl 
frequently have recourſe. Mingling too much wit 
the world, we are often diſappointed z, we are hurt 
uli the prevalence of fin; we are grieved at ſetin 
the ſons of men loving vanity. Meditations on tht 
love of Chriſt, on the other han v ſoothing ; hoi 
comfortable and ſatisfying to the heart ! 2 2 
meditations on this ſubje& carry our ſouls to etem 
ages; above time, li ſin and vanity,z and fix of 
hearts on him who is" , and the auggſor and fn 
er of our faith. Let ughve in the adiWWation of! 
ve, as 2 real ſource of ur genuine happh 4 
1s now the delightful emloyment of the 
Are they not forever employed inyadori 
and prieſts unt 
this pleafant work they will never be w 
heaven no tongue will ever tire, no heart 
grow cold, in uttering his eternal praiſe. 


6 Having thus enumerated the properties of the * 


* 
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of Chriſt to his redeemed, I now proceed, in the ſe- 
cond place, to illuſtrate and explain the nature of that 
love which his children ſhould ever ſhew to him. 

But before we enter more particularly into this 
part of the ſubject, it may be proper, to give a 
definition of this divine principle in the. hearts of 
Chriſt's children In general we may remark, that love 
3s 2 gracious principle, or habit, wrought in the ſoul 
by the Spirit, which inclines us to delight in, eſteem, 
and earneſtly deſire to enjoy an intereſt in God 
favour, and communion with him, as our chief good, 
ortion and happineſs; and the ſource of all excellen- 
and which likewiſe diſpoſes vs to do good to all, 
eſpecially to ſuch as reſemble God in holineſs, and 
dear his image. p | . 

1. This principle of divine love is implanted in the 
foul by the Holy Spirit. The apoſtle tells us that the 
fruit of the Spirit is love.” While man remains in his 
zuilty and unrenewed ſtate, there is no well - directed 
elf. loye to himſelf; much leſs is there love to his 
Redeemer. The unbeliever loves every thing in 
reference to his God and Saviour. By nature we 
ne enemies to God. This heavenly grace mult 
ome from God, and ever leads the ſoul to the foun- 
ain of love. It is the Spirit of all grace that kindles 
us holy ſpark in our ſouls, and draws out the de- 
res ws affections of the Chriſtian to God, 34 their 

| — great object, on which, with complacency, 
ey reſt. a 

2. This principle of love ariſes from a diſcovery, , 

hich the Spirit makes in the ſoul, of Chriſt's peculiar 
welinefs. When Chriſt is apprehended by the ſoul, 

altogether lovely and excellent, nothing is ſo eaſy 

t pleaſant-as to love him. The unbelieving foul ſees 
o beauty, nor worth in Chriſt, and is captivated with 

thing, buttheglory of the Redeemer God. There 

nothing lovely to a carnal eye, in the Lord of Glory. 

low different copretientoils have thoſe ſouls, that are 

de light in the Lord; who have ſeen their ga 

| \ 


unites che heart to the object belored. n 
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guilt and miſery ; their ownvileneſs and unworthineſ; 
their loſt and undone ſtate; and who come to him, as a 
all- ſufficient and willing Saviour. Wherever there! 
deep contrition for ſin, there will always exiſt ſtrong 
affection to Chriſt. It is a feeling ſenſe of approad 
ing ruin, and a believing apprehenſion of Chriſt's al 
lity and willingneſs to recover the ſoul from this awfy 
tate, that firſt win the heart and draw forth f 
love of the ſou! to Jeſus. Wherever excellence and 
lovelineſs refide, we naturally feel love towards them; 
but what are all the excellence and Jovelineſs ſcattereg 
among the creatures? In Jeſus all beauty and excel 
lence dwell, in an infinite degree; he is Immanuel, 
God with us. View his divine nature. In him d 
fulneſs of the Godhead dwelleth bodily. View him i; 
his mediatorial glory, and what perfeclion and beau 
appear ! He was full of grace and truth. A greg 
part of this lovelineſs of the Redeemer ariſes from hy 
ſuitableneſs in every office he bears, to the finner 
The convinced ſinner ſees all the excellence and worth df 
Chriſt, every way ſuitable and proper for him. 
a ſinner, he rejoices in the name, Saviour, which he bean 
as an ignorant creature, he ſees in him a fuitabk 
Prophet, and hears him in all things ; as a f 
guilty creature, he fees his atonement every way 
and proper to cleanfe him from all fin ; as a weakan 
impotent creature, herejoices in him as mightyto {are 
he ſees him as the great channel of conyeying to his fol 
qui 6 and ſtrength; peace and pardon; lightat 
life, grace andglory. The more knowledge that igumpatt 
ed to the ſoul, by the word and Spirit, the more entire! 
does it acquieſcein him; the more entirely are the affe 
tions of the heart centered in him. The Chriſtian at#t 
is brought to rely on him, as his durable portion ; 
his eternal life and ſalvation, | 
- 3- This love, in the ſouls of the redeemed, anit 
from a believing view of his union with, and 
to them. This is the true nature of all love. 
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ſtrong deſires are the :ies that bind the heart in love to 
Chrilt : © As the hart panteth after the water brooks, ſo 
« panteth my ſoul after thee, O God ! Whom have 
j in heaven but thee, O Lord; and there is none in 
« all the earth I defire beſides thee.” Thus the re- 
deemed feel and love him, as nearly united to them; 
and they behold him filling up the moſt tender re- 
ations to their ſouls : they ſee him as their brother, 
and friend; their Saviour and their God. 
4. This divine affection in the ſoul is much increaſ- 
ed and ſtrengthened, by enjoying frequent converſe 
and communion with Chriſt. The more intimate we are 
th any perſon beloved, and the more frequent our 
ommunion and intercourſe, the more we love him. 
In like manner it is with the ſoul that has fellow ſhip 
ith Jeſus Chriſt. Every view of him in his word; 
ery fight of him in his ordinances z every viſit we 
nake him, by prayer, at a throne of grace; every 
dleſſing that brings us near to the enjoyments of 
reſence, adds ſtrength and fervency to our love. 
ohn, of all the apoſtles, was moſt intimate with Chriſt; 
ie had much communion with him; he was the diſ- 
ple that leaned on Chriſt's boſom. May not this 
count for that glow of love, which runs through all 
is writings, and animates his heart in dwelling on 
ie love of God. A foul that loves Chriſt cannot 
ear to live at a diſtance from him. The believer 
lay be happy in the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of other 
ings, but none of them afford that comfort he feels 
hen he has fellowſhip with him, who is altogether 
rely. A foul counts all things but loſs for the excel 
icyof the knowledge of Chriſt, and loves communion 
ith him above all enjoyments ; ſuch a ſoul loves his 
unances—becauſe they are the banqueting houſe, 
dere he often refreſhe#'\and' ſtrengtheus the heart. 
de believer loves the privileges of the goſpel, be- 
uſe they are the purchal of Chriſt, and lead the 


lections to him. b | 
5- The ſoul that loves Chriſt feels a real ſatisfac- 
tion 
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tion and complacency in him that influences the 
heart to devote itſelf to his ſervice. © Satisfaction in 
the perſon beloved, and a devotedneſs to him are in- 
ſeparably connected with the exiſtence. of true lo 
in the ſoul. To them that believe, Jeſus Chriſt i 
&« alſo precious.” In every point of light they con. 
fider him, they are ſatisfied and well pleaſed with al 
the names, offices, and characters he bears; aud 
they rejoice in his ſervice. 
ut to be more particular, we ſhall now enu 
merate the properties of the love of the redeemed ty 
Chriſt. Indeed this love, where it really exiſts, i 
diſtinguiſhed by many properties; and by them we 
may know the degree of our love to him, 

I. It is a ſuperlative and tranſcendent love. Jely 
Chriſt, on account of hisefſential glory and perſanalper 
fections, deſerves our firſt and higheſt love. Onh 
is placed the Father's love; on him angels fix thei 
higheſt regard; on him the ſaints, in all ages, | 
reſted their ſupreme affeQion. The more his 1 
is known, and the more his beauty and glory appeal 
the more will the believing heart love hem. He 
finitely excels all creatures, and ought, theretc 

to be loved with the ſupreme affections of 7 
He is to be loved above father, or mother, f 
brother; above the world, riches and 
Did not Jefus love rg ſinners above all thing 
Did he not ſacriſice his own reputation among me 
to their honour ? Did he not love them more ts 
his own life? What more reaſonable than that il, 
ſhould have the higheſt place in our hearts? He 
the king of glory, and Jaoks for the throne of 0 
ſouls. * My Son, rum me thy beart,” Prov, 
26. Say, Chriſtian not worthy af your * 
Has he nat ſo acted — you, in every repel... 
as to deſerve your firſt affections ? You may ae 
ought to love, with a ſubgirdinate affection, your ne 
and intimate relations; But none of theſe ever d 
er could do far you what Chriſt has done: non lr 
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them ever died for you. He laid down his life to 
qurchaſe your love. At the deareſt rate, has he pur- 
chafed it, and of all others, he moſt deſerves it. 0 
« love the Lord all ye his ſaints.” | 
2. It is a ſincere and hearty love. In Eph. vi. 
14. the apoſtle prays: “ Grace be with all 
C them that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in fin- 
$ cerity.” We learn from the prophet, Jer. iii. 10. 
bat it was the great fin of Judah, that ſhe turned 
dot to the Lord with her whole heart, but feignedly. 
eis not a Chriſtian that loves the Lord of glory, 
nerely in word and outward profeſſion ; while he 
ds no ſincere and cordial love to him. Contem- 
lating the fincere and cordial love which Chriſt 
15 manifeſted to the ſoul of men, the Chriſtian 
s the neceflity of loving him with an upright mind. 
The humiliations to which he ſubjected himſelf ; 
he reproaches and ſufferings he endured ; the agonies 
2 ſelt; and the death to which he ſubmitted ; all 
oncur to convince the behever that Chriſt muſt 
ave loved him, with the moſt unfeigned and ſincere 
we, To return hypocritical love; to give him 
ther a low, or partial place in our affections, would 
Tue and prove that we poſſeſſed the moſt ungrate- 
| heart. What ſhould have become of us, if Jeſus 
al not been fincere in the expreſſions of his love to 
$! And what think you ſhall be our doom, if we 
found inſincere in our love to him? If we love 
le world, riches, honours, fin, or vanity with more 
ordial affections than we love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
it fearful judgements muſt await us? Remember 
equeſtion our Lord himſelf put to Peter:“ Simon, 
on of Jonas, loveſt thou me?“ Peter, though he 
id ſhamefully denied bis Lord, after having wept 
terly for his tranſgreſſion, now appeals to the omniĩ- 
ence of Chriſt, for the ſincerity of his love: 
Lord, thou knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that I 
bre thee.” Think, Chriſtian ! he ſees, he ſearches, 
ties the hearts of the children of men; he _—_ 
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the real temper of your heart; he is acquainted yi 
the condition of your ſoul. Whether does Jeſus ( 
hypocriſy or ſincerity of affection to him exiſtin 
there? Is there any fin, any worldly idol, any ri 
that frequently ſteals away your heart from him? 
Are you uneaſy at the divided ſtate in which be h 
your love? Are you grieved that your hearts are no 
more right with God ? Do you think much upon hin 
or is he ſeldom in your thoughts? Do you delight 
converſe much with thoſe things that bring the 
membrance of his name near your hearts ? Whi 
you are waiting on God, and ſeeking him in his 
dinances, are you uneaſy and diſſatisſied with ey 
thing, until you have found him whom your oi 
love ? How do your hearts anſwer theſe queſtions 
Right and poſitive anſwers will help you. greatly 
determine the ſincerity of your love. Happy are ya 
if you can ſay, it is the habitual defire of your { 
to love him without diffimulation, with a pure hea 
fervently. Happy are you, if your great complan, 
be, that you love him too little; and that too mu 
weakneſs and languor cleave to your attachments . 
the dear Redeemer. | a] 
3. This love to Jeſus is of a growing nature; thi 
grace of the Spirit, like other es, 1s capable ( 
great improvement. As the Chriſtian's know 
of Chriſt increaſes, his love to the Saviour grows e 
increaſes. Do you experience more of his goodnd 
now than formerly? Have you a more enlarged ſen 
of what he is in himſelf, and what he has, and is « 
ing for you; and ought not the habit of love to beg 
ce with the experience of his mercy ? The ofte! 
you read of him in the word; the oftener you 
called to ſee his ways of providence ; the oftener 
communicates freſh tokens of his grace and love 
ou; the oftener he hears and anſwers your pray 
the oftener he makes goodneſs paſs before your ef 
ſay, are not your feelings of love improved 
ſtrengthened ? Every mercy you receive mult rem 
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u of his love, and draw out the affeftion of your 
arts to him. This is agreeable to the experience 
the moſt eminent ſaints of Chriſt- It may not 
ie that glow and heat that marks the love of 
dung converts; but it has, what as clearly proves 
growing vigour, a calmneſs, a ſteadineſs, and firm- 
6: theſe mark its improvement; and ſhow, 
t, from the ſmalleſt ſparks, it may increaſe till it 
ow into a ſettled and ſteady warmth of affection, 
at animates the Chriſtian in every duty of life. 
Jo you not ſee this progreſſive and growing nature 
{ divine love clearly marked in the conduct of Ni- 
xdemus, and the other diſciples? Nicodemus had 
t a ſmall ſpark of love to Jeſus, when he came to 
im by night. But, ſmall as it was, it grew ſtronger 
d ſtronger 3 and we find him at a ſcene which 
oved the ſtrength of his affection—he goes with 
ſeph to beg the body of Chriſt. He is not aſhamed 
fore the world, before his fellow rulers, to ſhow 
s attachment to the Saviour. His diſciples -give. 
voſs of their growing love and affeCtion to Chriſt. 
their dangers increaſed; as their worldly temp- 
tions were removed; as their perſecutions were 
ultiplied ; as their di{couragements from Satan and 
world grew; we find them more firm in love; 
ore bold and determined in the cauſe of their di- 
ne maſter Bleſſed is that foul, whoſe love waxeth 
ies and ſtronger to him “ who is altogether 
ovely.” . 75 
4. It is conſtant and univerſal love. Jefus, who 
tie object of his people's love, is a conſtant and 
verſal good; and the more he is apprehended as 
ch by the ſoul, the more conſtant and perſevering 
| the affection of the heart be to him. The love 
it ſubſiſts between creature and ereature is variable 
1 changeable. The warmeſt love, and -firmeſt 
endſhips are often changed into the keeneſt hatred 
d reſentments, There are alſo hypocritical and 
ceitful lovers of vg Tan, pretend to feel, aud 
| wha 
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who expreſs great love for him; but becadle 1 4 
love is not cordial, it is ſubje& to change. Lorig 
fin and the world more than him, they ſoon are {ee 
to walk no more with him. But where true love 
the Saviour is ſhed abroad in the heart, it is a ſte 
and conſtant affection, that at all times and: ſeaſon 
reſts upon Chriſt as its beloved object. It may not be 
always in livelyexerciſe; but it never dies, or leaves the 
heart. Nothing can ſeparate the believer from thy 
love of God, that is in Chriſt Jeſus. Even when the 
Redeemer afflits his children, they kiſs the rod at 
him that appointeth it. They love the Saviour ng 
only in the day of proſperity, when. the candle of the 
Lord ſhineth on them ; but they love him when 
his waves go over them. The language of a he: 
under the real influence of love is, Though 
4 ſlay me, yet will I truſt in him.“ The true belie 
er finds that Chriſt changeth not in his love to} 
people. Whom he loves, he loves unto the end, 
From this they learn how conſtantly they ſho 
love him. 447.09 
Beſides this, it is univerſal love. A true believe 
loves all of Chriſt ; loves all his names, offices, ant 
characters; loves all that belongs to him. His k 
is to thoſe that bear his image; to the excellent one 
of the earth; the redeemed among men. If t 
image of Chriſt appear ſtamped on their converſati 
and deportment, this is a ſure foundation, and abc 
all things attracts their love and unites their heam 
them as brethren. Let them be high or low, nc 
or poor, it matters nothing; as Chriſt has Jon 
them, ſo they become real objects of eſteem 2 
love to the people of God. This love extends ict 
to all his commands and ordinances. A true belie! 
er feels an inward ſatisfaction of ſoul when be en 
called to attend on theſe. - They remind him of ue 
Saviour; they bring his heart near to God. It is l 
delight to ſeek after God; and all the days of 
life he wiſhes to ſeek after him; to behold the bea 
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: the Lord, and to inquire in bis temple. Thoſe 
hat have loved Jeſus moſt, have, in every age, been 
oſt diligent in reading his word, in prayer, medith- 
jon, and in honouring the Sabbaths and inſtitutions 
the Lord: ſach are the properties of the love 
riſtians feel to Chriſt. | ' 
It remains that I improve this ſubject. . 
J. Is it not of importance that each of you nor 
ouſly examine your own hearts, and aſk yourſelves 
hether you have ever felt this love to Jeſus? Do 
u love thoſe things that bring you into the preſence 
f Chriſt ? Wherever true love exiſts, there will al- 
75 be a deſire to enjoy much of the preſence of the 
ſon beloved. The ſoul dwells much where it has 
xed its love. Juſt ſo it is with the real child ot 
od, His thoughts are often buſied in the contem- 
lation of Chriſt. Chrift lives in glory ; the believer 
wells as yet on earth: but it is not the diſtance be- 
ween earth and heaven that can divide their hearts, 
ſeparate them, While the Saviour was on earth, 
doſe that loved him moſt, were ſound moſt frequently 
his company. Thoſe that flill love him will be 
tequently thinking of him, approaching his preſence, 
d ſending up their hearts to him in glory. Their 
puls, even in this diſtant land; will be more familiar 
1 acquainted with their crucified Saviour, as all 
deir light, and life, and hope. Again, y © 70088 
Examine yourſelves whether your hearts are oruei- 
d to fin and the world. If you hate not fin, it is 
melancho!y ſign that you love not our Lord. Trae 
ve to him will make you love what he loves, and 
te what he hates. Now fin is that abominable 
ung which he hateth, and therefore, it will beloathed,. 
ted, and ſhunned by every true lover of the Re- 
temer, Divine love will alſo crucify your hearts 0 
us The . the world and the love 4 | 
lt are oppoſite to other ; they cann 
the ſame breaſt. * thing that 1 
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petition with Chriſt will be ſacrificed to him, wi 
"given up for the honour of his name. There is1 
"thing that a lover of Jeſus will count too precions 
part with for his cauſe and intereſt. He will 
—_— every obſtacle, every ſacrifice, trial 
maniteſt the love of his ſoul to Chriſt, and rp | 

they will at laſt bring him to the boſom of his R 

deemer. Moreover, 53-4 „ 

Leving hearts are 12 0 zealous for the glory. 


* 


Chriſt. The concerns of the poor ſinner lay ne 
the heart of Chriſt. He was zealous for every bi 
that could make the ſoul happy. ls it poſſidle f 
the heart of the redeemed to remain cool and une: 
cerned about his cauſe, his truth, his honour, at 
glory in the world? No; whether we-eat or dun 
or whatſoever we do, we will do it to the glory 
his name. His cauſe will be near our hearts, i 
every prayer we offer up; in every word we ſpe 
in very Lition we perform. Whatever dale b 
life we occupy, we will lay out the influence u 
authority of that ſtation in exalting his name, andi 
magnifying his ſalvation in the earth. 

H. Need I exhort the people of God to 
from time to time, their cordial love to Chriſt. . - 

1. Canfider what Jeſus is in himſelf; view 
divine greatneſs and majeſty—he is the Lor 
te ry, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 
angels in heaven love him and ever obey his e 
"wands ; he is head over all things for the good 
is church. View his holineſs ant purity ; his 
dom and knowledge; his truth and faithfulneſs; 
ſulneſs, and ſufficiency ; and ſay, is he not a fit 
worthy object of your love? You throw away . 
love, if you fix it on the periſhing and temporal 
joyments of ſenſe: but confider how wiſely i 
placed when it centers in Chriſt. |} 

2. Conſider what Chriſt will do for you: bes 
love them that love him. Think what is implied 


this. To have an intereſt in the love of Chrilt : 
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feſs the higheſt” hopes and to enjoy the greateſt 
leffedneſs. He will never leave you, nor forſabe 
zu; he will ever protect you; he will counſel and 
guide you 3 he will at laſt make you a joint heit with 
kimſelf. In plory you ſhall ſhare in his riches, 
ofcfions, and bliſs. Death, that ſeparates you from 
ll friends and all worldly bliſs, ſhall bring you near 
o Chriſt, and to reſt for ever with him in the boſom - 
eternal felicity. - . 
3. Conſider it is your privilege and honour to de 
lowed to love Chriſt. Do you not think it both a 
Juty and a privilege for a child to love a patent; 
nd is it not much more, Chriſtians ! your privilege 
bd duty to love your Redeemer ? The love of our 
ts is due to Chriſt; it is a debt that every re- 
eemed finner owes him. Will you not aſcribe the 
glory that is due unto his name? Will you not pay 
the debt of love you owe to him? | 
In the laſt place, let me addreſs thoſe whoſe hearts = 
pre yet deſtitute of the love of Chriſt. Reflect on | 
he dreadful nature of your crime and its conſequence. 
very part of the ſcripture teaches us, that it is not a 
nfling matter to live without love to Chriſt in the 
world, No ingtatitude like that which lightly efteems 
he rock of ſalvation. As. Chriſt is the unſpeakable 
iſt of God; to deſpife him, to live without love te 
im, is a fin that muſt carry in its boſom un/peakable 
uilt, It is the peculiar fin of infernal ſpirits, to live 
vithout love to Chriſt ; to oppoſe him, to hate him. 
trange] that there ſheuld be one ſinner in the 
orld that ſhould feel as devils feel ; that ſhould act 
heir part, and diſcover the ſame rooted oppoſition. - 
zit right, think you, O careleſs ſinner ! to commit 
ach treaſon, ſuch rebellion, againſt Chriſt.* Believe 
t ere it be too late, the ſun beholds notas Blat 
nme, a more deteſtable heart, than a heart Ju, 
placable bitterneſs and enmity to Chriſt; and g 
ie guilt is ſignal, ſo the puniſhm ent reſerved ſor it, 
doubtleſs be equally ſignal. Are you thinking _ 
© 3: bow 
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How abſolutely neceſſary it is for you to poſſefs 
grace. It is not abſolutely needful for you te get rich 
and honours in the world; theſe you ma 
and yet go to heaven. There are many w 
r ſaints on earth, now rich in glory. But if j 
have nct the love of Chriſt, do you think of en 
being admitted there? Was there ever a ſoul th 
went to heaven without love to Chriſt ? You m 
live poorly in the world, and yet live happily if yo 
hearts are chiefly ſet on Chriſt. You may be deſi 
tute of worldly comforts, and at laſt be an heir i 
glory. But if love to Chrift inhabit not your ſv 
you ſhall never be an inhabitant of heaven. Wi 
ſpirits and devils damned you ſhall dwell in the 
gions of hatred and eternal wo. For if any man l 
« not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be Ar 
„ Maran-atha.” ; 


7 
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ae! hath caſt off the thing that is good : fh 
enemy ſhall purſue him. | 


HE ſcriptures contain the principal events of 
providence with reſpect to the human race; 
and they are all intended to inipreſs our minds with a 
eep and ſolemn ſenſe of the juſtice and wiſdom of 
lim © who worketh in ſecret.” No actor ap- 
ears —No individual is-deſcribed.—The. fate of no 
ation recorded, but what is deſigned to convey uſe- 
ul and certain inſtruction to future times. The ob- 
curity into which the revolutions and events of pro- 
ate hiſtory are involved, leſſens its value and impor- 
ance, Diſtracted amidſt conjecture and miſrepre- 


ruth is ever preſented to our view. The cauſes that 
niformly contribute to private and public happineſs ; 
be circumſtances that as uniformly. occaſion private 
nd public miſery, are pointed out with certainty and 
teciſion. The A 

" This Sermon, which was entitled, The living manners of the 
umss, and their conſequences; together with the motives to refor- 
mation,” was preached at Edinburgh on the gth of February, 
/ being the day appointed for a Genera: Falk | | 1» 


entation, amidſt truth and falſehood, we derive little 
atisfactionor improvement: but in the ſaered volume, 


while he publiſhes his laws 


is ITE” o xiv; 


to men, publiſhes at the ſame time his firm ane 
execution of them. National virtue is ever a 
panied with national be * 164: ; national tug | 
with national miſery hen „ TfraeFhath 
ei the thing that is 9204 the enemy ſhall purſue hag 
Inconfiderate, often infatuated, we are averſe tolifle 
to the voice of providence But there are moments 
when the moſt thoughtleſt and obſtinafe cannot 
ſerious refleQtion from forei way into the hum 
mind. The brilliancy of fe Har the ſplendorof the ſu o 
may, for a ſhort time, dazzle and darken the eye i 
reaſon; but the ſeaſon will come; fooner or later, vl 
the individual ſhall Snd himſelf compelled to yi 
_ 4hings-without any falſe or deceitful: colouri 
NeQ on every circumſtance connected with his periboii 
ſituation. There are alſo periods, When a n 
be loudly called by the voice of 3 by 4 
complez ion of the times, to reflect deeply..on the du 
gerous ſymptoms of its decline. « When it hath 
« affthe thing that is good, the enem I. e. che re 
10 conſequences of degehetac' 5, ) halt ollow it“ 
To declaim againſt the age is deemed 5 0 
be mere invective; the perp eden taſk of 
temper, joined to illiberal views of things. ordd 
to avoid this cenſure, we {hall n to Bk 
-obſerrations in the language of * ſoberten al 
< truth,” Vice has been common to eve age; ery 
bas deformed the hiſtory of every nation 3 
are not ſurely wanting, what may be called 
. to juſtify the ſevereſt animadverſions. nm 
deſcribe theſe; to compare them with the ſpit atte 
that animated ſormet periods of dur hiſtory ; 3 
oint out the cure; with the motives that' pug 
influence each of us to turn unto the n then! 


preſent deſign nd th 
| The fre Lifting ufſhing feature of dur age, ere 
ſtrikes the moſt fuperficiao — „ Why 


and luxury which prevails ſo univerally ; the pa 
of almoſt every ather exiormity. All ranks of ped 
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rem to vie d one another in their ſtately — 25 


umptuous apparel, expenſive amuſements, 
ſelicacies of ey d be a meg _ 
life ſeem now to be the obj univerſal i 
The induſtry of our fathers, the extent of our com- 
rce, and the acquiſition of our arms, have put us 
in poſſeſſion of all the materials of luxury; and we 
ave indeed given unreſtrained indulgence to | 
kind of ex ce. The infection has ſcized t 
weſt as well as the higheſt departments of ſociety, 
Its effects appear in the as well as in the palace. 
ie wealth that was form 
lief to the indigentz in making the erphan's coun- 
mance ſmile, and the widow's heart ſing for joy, is 
bow conſumed in gratifying human vanity, and in 
;pporting the glitter of a frivolous and unmeaning 
fe. The riches applied by our frugal anceſtors to the 
retions of nurſeries for the young, ſeats of literature 
for the tudious, and retreats.for the aged and infirm, 
ee now deſtined to flow in the chan 
""Wnſtead of theſe uſeful buildings 
our iſle, and the fruit of waſe oeconomy, houſes of = 
mu/ements are 3 which, if they have not 
Wa immediate, at leaſt a ſecondary tendency to 
taken the nerveg of national virtue. 154.1 
In conſequence af which, idleneſs, and wwerſion to 
ery laborious acquifition now begin too powerfully 
ooperate. Thoſe. hours which were formerly, by 
ole who give eee DOGS IU to the 
inmment of uſeful and many knowledge, are ne 
alted in learning the ſcience of ſeduction, or d 
anguage of gay, but inſtpid circles. The bent f 
dern education evidently leans to what is ſhowy 
ther than to what'is fubſtantial. Devout ſentimenta, 
nd the diſcipline which religion requires, are con- 
dered in a ſecondary and inferior view. Hence we 
count for the decay and relazed ſtate of 
horals, Hoo t want of 3 
uch 1s alſo peculiarly c iſtic of our"tuwes. 
Dr 
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It is now vain to edn the ſrienddſ# of. the bean 
by the words the tongue is taught to Met. . 
ſeldom do we find that plainneſs and fincerity whic 
prompt us to ſpeak as we think. Diſſimulation a 
-complment are ſo prevalent, that men's 
Dear hardly any reſemblance to their thoughts, © 
27 ak vanity every one with his neighbour; wi 
| trering lips and a double heart do we * 
That 3 of nature; that honeſty of diſpc 
which s argues a true greatneſs of — 
adalterated by the introduction of foreign ge 
by a ſervile imitation of a neighbou nation, t 
has but too often laboured both to 1 our gon” | 
2a. arms, and to corrupt our entds KAGY Tl. ws 
2 ſculine ſſ ength Wn 
courſe, that maſculine ſtr a * 
mind, the neceflary effects of pure and uncarruphly”"* 
les, now begin to ' Feebleneſs | 
effemĩ mark our manners, ad diffuſe theit pe 
nicious influence the ſeats of wiſdom, ana 
8 ue honour. Thoſe moments, hen 
danger; when, animated with alove ofli 
* to appear in the defence of 
Tartied the of out arms into wenne 
tant climes, and made the enemies of Brit i 
and the Proteſtant religion tremble, are tre 
with an affectionate but painful 68. ditt 
planned their country's well. Then a warlike 
patriotic ſpirit glowed in every breaſt ; and ſecured! 
us thoſe invaluable b which many of ther @ 
. ſeem To much to - Bait instead 
the ſpontaneous effprts'; of their Yifntereſted4 
und thoſe/grout events that cotret with ſuch 
nerous and patriotic feelings; what da e 
Mold but the fcb wiſb, and 4 tuin of fuch-events 
mult damp the ſpiriis of the moſt 'fanguine;z 3s mY 
convince — that the battle is not to the ftrong, nc 
a always found ornhe fide of juſtice, '* 


| "Waring viewet chat will be gently pronounded 


ne, only the foibles, let us now ſurvey the me ob 


A eminent monarch, admired for his. wiſdom 
ſucceeding generations, once declared : . Rightes 
ouſneſs exaſteth a nation; but fin. is the reproach of 
people.” Enervated by luxury, giddy” with 
os and amuſements, unformed by ſevere. and at- 
tive ſtudy, immerſed in folly and diſtraction, v 
em to act as if the reverſe of the propoſition were: 
% Righteouſneſs is the reproach of a nation 3; 
but fin exalteth any people.” We now ſpurn at 
e precepts of religion, as fit only for the ſlaves of 
bomy ſuperſtition. Thatawfulſenſe of the ſupreme 
ling, which gave a dignity and folemni m_—_ 
unners of our anceſtors, is ſcarcely eligion, 
ich was formerly conſidered ue * firſt and 
inciple baſis, is now deemed by too many modern, 
n ſpallow politicians, as the aten bene xm 4 
j ce, if the ſtorm of war aroſe ; once, i if the 
ndled; if armies were levied; they were to guard, 
ad defend the intereſts of „ The ſame tu- 


"teſend the materials of luxury, to increaſe the: 
urces of degeneracy, and to exhibit the ſhow of a; 


ry ſtone o irical edifice. It gave rm 4 
dthe counſellor ; nit of juſtice to the judge. 

n increaſed the magnanimity of the ſoldiers ; and 
ſtateſman did not bluſh to acknowledge its influence 
auſting the intereſts, and preverving the ſacred: 
ghts of contending nations. 

But why dwell in the higher departments of 
en we have but too much room for cam 
janſt thoſe who fill the humbleſt and moſt 
tions of life. The capital ſprings being c G, 
ſpread their corruption through the ſmalleſt. 
ams, Were weto deſcribe 8 
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the, 


ults and din of arms are now heard. As numerous: 
id frequent forces are raiſed ; but their deſtination ia 


t and ſhining name; while, alas! too much of the 
ſtance is gone. Formerly, religion cemented 


{ 


I 
| 
i 
| 


| ceſſes of impurity, where evety manly. and 


_ Exhibit the triumphs of impiety. Thofe names 


deſerves. Neither the belief of an inviſible Judi 


the evidence upon which Chriftianity is built. 2 
quarter, have of late been chiefly applied to den 


flect on another ſtriking feature of aur times, that 
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that degenera of morals; were we 46/ er ne 
the works of darkneſs; to lay open thoſe 


feeling is loſt, a loathſome pichure might be dme 
But more viſible effects of the deeay of religion of 
themſelves. The open ſtreets, our moſt publicplace 


claim our moſt awful and affettionate veneration, i 
proſtituted to the loweſt and meaneſt purpoſes. 
ſeem to have forgotten the denunciationof the prophe 
« Becauſe of fwearing the land mourneth.” To th 
impious familiarity with the ſacred name of the Al 
mighty, we may aſcribe the origin and increaſe 
perjury; which ceaſes, from its commonneſs, to cre: 
that ſurpriſe or indignation, which ſuch deep iniqu 


who will yet puniſh thoſe, whp © with their tongue 
& have uſed deeeit ;” nor the preſence and dignity ion 
an earthly tribunal, can overa we the conſciences 
men. | ; | ; 

But why 17 we wonder, whe we eng ' 
rapid progreſs of infidelity among thoſe whole pn 
vince it is to guide, not to miſlead mankind irony”: 
truth. Frequent have been the attempts to denn 


the efforts of infidels proving ,unſucceſsfut-in 


adulterate the precious doctrines of Chriſtianity. 
ppobrion to the accumulated wiſdom of ages; 
the: ſober opinion of mankind ; to | the laws 
their country ʒ in contempt of the laws, of heave 
the patrons | of - infidelity openly avow. and. « 
ſeminate their corrupting principles. They 
eager. to build their cobweb ſyſtems on 
ruin of unerring and venerable truth. The prog 
of infidelity is the more to be lamented, when wel V. 


difference and unconcern into which too many of 
are unhappily funk That caution aud zeal, f 
1 J anima 
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imating vigour of mind, which delighted in- | 
ntiments, is now degenerated into luke wa 

| timidity. To preſerve our beſt and deareſt 
ahts: To eſtabliſh theſe on t foundations © 
r foreſathers met the rage of the fierce perſecutor, 
ndered about in dens and caves of the earth, ſpilt 
ir beſt blood, and ſpent their richeſt treafures z 
yet many of their deſcendents ungratefully attempt 
depreciate the coltly fruits of their labours. | 
hole ſtrength of their r#aſoning amounts to this: 
Since the ſtorms of winter are abated, let us pull 
wn thoſe ſhelters that covered us from its fury 
ce war is ſuceeeded by peace, let us overthrow 
r ſtrong holds and bulwarks of defence. But the 
difference of ſome, — of IR po- 
rty of our co and the profli many, ou 
—— — to eos wes 2 — of 
on; leſt the ſtorm yet ariſe 3 leſt the 'bloody ſword - 
perſecution once more approach our dwellings, — 
t while we contend earneſtly for the faith, let our 
| be according to knowledge. The wiſdom from 
dove is pure, gentle, peaceable. Gratitude to the 
ruggles of our anceſtors, our duty to poſterity, the 
principles of ſelf- pre ſervation, juſtify every de- 

it and prudent method to prevent, but the ſpirit of 
tiſtianity forbids us to fir up the flames of perſe- 
tion Riot and tumult diſgrace the he, and ate 
r employed by the baſe, in ſupporting the 
cauſes, While therefore, we uſe our inf 4 
junſt the principles, forbid that a Proteflant atm | | Ul 
ould ever be ſo mean as injure the'pgfſon orproperty || 
our ancient and inveterate foes in #lawleſs manner. N 
t the chief inſtruments of our defance, and of their 
feat, ever be the purity of our prineiples, the holi- 

ls of our lives, and a zeal to preſerve the ſpirit 
Pure and undefiled” religion in the world.” ; + 
We have the more need to be thus minded, when 
ſee how faſhionable it is become with many, not 
If to diſcover an Wr atatal neglect of - 


. 


a 
. 
- 
* 


in the manner theyhad begun, byexptefling 
4c 6 henren, knd —— the wilide-if = 
x e, 
ons of religion. Then deceney rei 
teets. The riot und moife of the tavern — ny a 
nc . Recreation andaunitewem were leſbmariogly 
11 12 20 
But is there ud 
ſked with a ſneer 


igion i | | 
rofeſſion and - practice ——— ſo pod 
rated in many · inſtamcev, as to mae no inconfider - 
0 blemiſh of the times; and therefore 
ee the cenſure both of the ſerious and prufligate. 
ono ey re 9a, chat this was the 
— — pretended diſciples 
ſides this have of late de- 
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ted in Mi ain $abbling,” that tends not to edi 
dy of Chirſt. Whereveritheſe exiſt; | 
———— I NET Tas _ . 
ormance of external wortipsz” s 
eculative opinions, which'float in the 
er ſmking into the heart, _ — — 
air, without de ſcendi 
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"ether conſtitute, in too many caſes the whole: 
The — the "Uhe bod „the motion 
the lips, not the feelings and diſpoſition of the-he 
form the ſpirit of our prayers and 
and humility too ſeldom mingle their indvents 
the buſineſs and tranſactions of lifſfmſw. 
Such then are the living manners of the tine 
The view which we have taken is in matiy reſpet 
| . and ſuperficial. The picture, vibe ng 
4 more particular, is ſuſficiently diſmal; and 
will have but too much reaſon to think ſo, when 
have deſcribed its effects, which now remains to 
done. 
The national habits that now exif, tend to enfeel 
the powers of the mind z to fetter them with indolen 
and inaQivity's to wear out the traces of 
dignity, and to prepare us for beco the du 
3gnorance and of arbitrary power. AE 5 
was vir tuen, Rome was free. Want of diſei 
introduced luxury; luxury weakened the get 
invigorating principles of action ; liſtleſsnels 
uriconcern [prevailed ;; vice ſpread- its poiſon" fe 
chrough the ſtate: Likea moth ora worm if conſum 
in ſecret, till political death enſued. If ve be ſa 
inthe ſame predicament, will not the ſamecanſeq 
follow? Liberty, the pride and boaſt of ouf i it, 
at firſt purchaſed by religion ; and wilt ever de prele 
ed. by thoſe ſentiments it inſpires, bythoſe habit 
forms. Whereas irreligion and ignorance, 
and diſſipation, pave the way for * edicts; 
' thoſe rigorous tribunals thatchrowa gloomeverloc 
For that confuſion and. wild uproar which oy 
the illars of the firmeſt empires. | 
When theſe fatal moments arrive, our e 
trade muſt be loſt 3 credit muſt languiſh n | 
no ſt pport from jaw and equity ʒ property” muſt 
N it is at the diſpoſal of the capricious and 
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1h the loſs of © pure and undefiled religion.“ Tha 
mfuence in diffuſing health and vigour the 
late muſt be ſuſpended ; and its — enervated ar 
ft in the rubbiſh ot ſuperſtĩtion, — idol 
In this manner dees the Almighty, b the ordinaty 

nethods of chaſtiſement, puniſh à corrupted nations 
hut when a whole people become bold in iniqumy 3 
hen they become {ingolarly vicious and ra 

ingular and ſupernatural evils are inſhcted by the 
and of God. And wretched;is that nation when 
bis arm is lifted ap againſt it? Do the inſtances of 
generacy whith we have mentioned, give no alarm to 
ur break? 80 fallen, ſo loſt to religion, have we no 
ſon to dread the vengeante of heaven? Is not his 
ſtice as inflexible -now, his Holineſs as pure, his 
atred of fin as great; and his to cruſſi the 
nilty, as imvineihle 28 in periods ? Has he 
ited the crimes of the: individual with his chaſten- 
bg rod, and will he it * ſeed of evil. doers”* to 


ir final fubverſion ; let 


| N 25 Feen 
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the caterpillar and the locuſts meſſengers, of, . u 
dignation. But the inſtruments of his avenging 
arm are not confined to the naturaland animal world 
If -conquerors appear with the deſtroying ſcourge is 
their hands; if the calamities of war prevade the 


earth, it is to puniſh general profligacy een 
of manners. 


Poubtleſs with this view the jud of Gol 
at this moment appear in the diſtr ed and tun 
tuous ſtate of our empire. Truſting too much in te 
arm of fleſh; loaded with national guilt; ſcarce 
conſidering the ſuperintendency of heaven, we 

met, alas diſappointment where weex pected fu ce 
lofs, where we expected gain; — where ut 
expected honour. Anxiety in every breaft at home 
rage and reſentment abroad: poverty and declined 
trade; property in a finking, ſtaggering and fieQuating 
— all proclaim aloud the judgetnems 

on. 

Every thing wears an unpromiß „ buy Iwalti 
God, not a Selderae af et. "The perk of an 
and hereditary enemy the and. infatuati 
of colonies, in refubing the ae as I offers of i 
parent ſtate; offers which they once begged w 
tears ;—which we have now made vidh-pealuad 
and the apprehenſons of havi anotheC” oath 
power — to bring us ill farther down f 
our feat tical Rds all na 

make the preſent riod-critical and unfc 

Nut diſtre — the character of che h 

gives room for the exerciſe of the moſt herole inn x 
and thereby ſheds a luſtre around it, Why ſhould 
not have the ſame happy effect upon us a x pci 
Why thould it not call forth our ma 

tions, and dilfpate that Hoon? "RE bes wo. 
clouded our:glory ? 

Loet us'then, antthis ſeafon of | r and, 
look up for ſtrength and wiſdom. to 
« * alone kings reign, — — 
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hy ſhould” we deſpair? On former occafions, * has 
he not brought us out by his m guy | power, and by 
his out- ſtretehed arm, from {ſnares of our 
adverſaries? Tea, has he not lifted us up above 
x thoſe that roſe up againſt us? Has he not delivered 
us from violent men?“ 

Such, then, is our diſeaſe; ſuch, 1 0 are i ers. 
Such are the the engines of diſtreſs which may be em- 
loyed by the — « Such are the . 
which may purfue us. 

Thus diſtempered, ought we not to ech for 
ſuitable remedies; to remove the cauſes, that the 
fects may alſo ceaſe ; by our repentance and amend- 
ment, to avert the Tighteous judgements of heaven, 
imploring its protect ion and favour. . 

A deſcription different from what 1 have now + 
given has oſten attempted; but the colour- 
ng is deceitful. A confumptive perſon ſeldom 
believes that the ſeeds of mortality are work- 
ing ſo deep in his frame. While every other perſon 
ſees his viſible, he atone remains unconvinced. 
Perſuaded, ore, that we have drunk deep at 
8 — ſtreama, it becomes us now to imbibe fuck 
ilutary 
nto 4 dechning 
Let vs W toritharnds ajopbi 
tttentive ſurvey of the fate, the manners, and hi 
df former times. Much more ſolid inſtruction v 
de derived from his Tource 6h intel 


draughts, as will infuſe 1 and vigour 
frams. * 
an 


ho bled 1 in their county's cauſe, 'to maintain its 
wil and religious righ paſs in review before us, 
us cateh their wal, e l 
ty God, and doing good to mankind. 
The ſimplici of cheir manners will darken and 
poſe the glare of modern refinement. . The ſote- 
N of their lives will put to the bluſh that flattery 


n which is too W 


1 — 1 
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Their fanQity of condadt-will teick um dg ic 
manner, how much we are fallen; + Their 'fear 
God will reproach our diſregard of his divine u 24 
In this manner, may one age teach another 
pr eſhon of much experience, having-aQted in 
every — . they have, as it were, a g. 
abi, admoniſh 4he ſuoceeding nn 
Let us alſo derbe inſtruction from the: * 
ſacred hiſtory, and imitate the eonduſt of thoſe n 
't ons, who arcrted-the wrath of heaven, by repeatia 
in ſackclath and aſhes. Covered with ſo many foie 


Aiftredzd i in ſo many, parts, let us humble 
under the might I hand-of God. And white 


bm. or paſt offencesz while 1 
heart rends, and the eyes flow'in ſeeret, 4 let 
turn unto the Lord, who-ill have metcy upon 
and. unto our God, ho will 
Let each of · us, in our ſeveral ſtations, be careful 
nothing but to “ bring forth in aur lives the peaceal 
% fruits of righteenſnels.” For if the reformation 
he. individual takes place, the purity and peel 
of the whole muſt follow. And while we thus e: 
vurſelves, let us ſend up our earneſt and cook 
2 that God ho vuleth in the armietoſ heart 
and among the inhabitants of the earth, who em, 

*his grace and Spiri, prevent à nation rn 
eaſily as he can arreſt an individual in his mad ca 
of wickedneſs ; impboring, that -fuch Ames of 
* freſhing may now-come from his -prefendey th 
«thoſe who are dead in treſpaſſes and fits my 
I created n in ae 

| Let ws not cruſty bre means, eber for 


i 


1 
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plied.” Our reſolutions . for pe ating ſaſety 
— prof] may be « who can 
ſtand when Jehovah fets the point of his ſword 
againſt our gates. 
« Putting our truſt, therefore, i in Almighty.God, | 
et us reverently and devoutly pray, that he may 


' youchſafe a ſpecial bleſſing on our arms, both by 
i ſea and land.“ 


Let alſo the terrors of the Lord ae ws to 
walk no in the counſel of the ungodly, 
ſtand in the way of finners, or fit in the ſeat o "he 
ſcornful.” To firike the guilty with fear, 
nd © to make them ftand in awe — te ill,” the 
criptures reprefent the judgements of God, by figures 
otrowed from the moſt awful objects in nature. 
hey are compared to the devouring of a lion to 
he deſolations of an overflowing flood : to the fire 
f a furnace; to the beſom of deſtruction. >” 
us then 10 foreſee the evil, and hide ourſelves. 
Let us eſcape for our lives from the error of the 
wicked, leſt we be conſumed.” 
But nobler motives than the terrors of the Lord 
ught to influence our conduct. A recollection of 
hoſe numerous bleſſings poured down on our land, 
dught to melt our hearts into tender neis and love. The 
ſts of Iſrael ſcarce ever experienced ſuch. ſignal 
nterpoſitions. Often has the arm of Jehovah battled 
attempts of our enemies; often has it wrought 
harvellous things in our defence. From | ignorance 
| ſuperſtition, - to the truth as it is in Jeſus ;” 
rom ſlavery and deſpotiſm, to freedom, have we 
een raiſed; By the eyents of providence have we 
t been made the wonder, terror, and envy of ſur- 
ounding nations? Having enjoyed ſuch ſignal gi/ts, 
hall we forget the Giver ? Shall his favour tend ouly ; 
l — our hearts? : 1 
ad of the divine vengeance i is a trong and or- 
ible motive to reſormation. Gratitude to heaven 
r ſignal mercies received, ill cronger. But. inde- 
pendent 
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of theſe, theve'temains: one which 'over 
e welght wick -penerous — 


The hve of our cB,ul u an 

Has the preſent, — 8 eta 
claim vn our activity, our 
Ve tranſmit to them the fruits: — 
von, and indifference?—Great and ovorſiowingi 

. tide of iniquity ; let us not inoreaſe it by the ac 

ion of vur 'ttroams. Mighry are the miſchieh 
has done, both te our civil und religious fabgic. 
Has adulterated the one by © profane and vain b 
* blings, and-oppoſitions of ſcience falfely {o'called 
hi W ſome pro have — 
— At E 


Scarce three ſcore and een Jene have erte ben! 
formation ; and how we fee it 1 
and too many fſymptotms of old * 
U ney Ee gs, Rel bed vice 
1 trap 1 virzues 
drop off, und be buried in the fame wich chen 
Shall we allow the ſubſtance and ſpirit of #wi 
ibours to evaporate in our hands M - No -L 
s Britons, vindicate the honour of our nation, by 
27 5 the machinations both f perſdious, und 


ifoes. As Ghriffians, let us Tab 


<6 and avoi 


— 108 caries about — 


Ub ae 
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e 
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care leſt any man 
after the tradition 


ſon of perdition, wha: 
rpg 0 all that is called God, or-that is-worſhip- 


nd. For the myſtery of iniquity doth already 
vork—Not carried. about with divers and 

lorines ; for it is a good thing that cha heart be: 
liſhed? Earneftly contending for: the faith that! 
once delivered unto the — Remember 
«if ny worlhip.the beaſt and his image, and yo- 
tis mark in his. forehead, oz in bis band, the 
ne ſhall drink of the wine of the wrath of- God.” 
. xiv. 9, 10. As men let us promote the; wiſdom: 


f called w—_—_ em of the nan by le 
glorieu/ly with ſome great de uu 
les of thoſe who guide the helm of ſtate bias; 
zements. Let not the rage of party weaken gr 
ſor the pablic weal. 
called to the field of combat, let our co be 


re exert ourſelves to make the name of Britain 


dle to all. . 
ve are inveſted with the ford of power, let us 
it with ſpirit and j IN DEFENCE OF 

UTH AND PEA 


appointed by God ' guardians of 


ation of thoſe who are yet to be its firmeſt ſup- 


pon and liberty to ſuture generations.—Ever 
4 that the glory and proſperity of a country is * 
41 proportioned 


„ - 1 * 
1 n 1 py 8 
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2 — 4 | 
us by any means, eſpecially» that man of ſin, the- 
oppoſeth and exalteth hm- 


4; for that hey as Gad, fittethy-in the tempfs och 


reformation of our me, by. ane 
the 


ed with magnanimity and heroiſm ; and once 
to our enemies, reſpected by our allies, and 


Ive tand at the head of a family, Jer us-confider © 
of 4 intruſted by our country with the 4 


md inſtruments for tranſmitting the bleſſhngs of 
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proportioned to the diſcipline of Jomeiy ere let 
© with delight, rear the tender thought,—teach t 
«young idea how to ſhoot,—pour inſtructions in 
the tender mind—breathe the enlivening ſpin 
„ and fix, not only the generenr, but alfo e 
„ purpofe in the glowing breaſt.“ 
Thus, let us endeavour to ſtem the content 
corruption, and ftrain every nerve, 22 
ſtation from which we have been ſo fatally drive 
Arduous indeed is the taſæ; it is plying the oar _ 
the ſtream. ' But it is our duty to be vigor 
Heaven wilt ſmile on our efforts! We have allo 
tributed to national guilt ; ought we not then al 
contribute to national holineſs ? By the purity of 
principles, by the innocence of our lives, bythe ſa 
of our manners, by the dignity of our condud,, | 
our fervent prayers, and devont wiſhes, let us ad 
the doQtrine of God our Saviour. Let us 
worthy of the vocation whereby u are 
And if it be beyond our power to reform, let us, 
«letting our lights ſo ſhine before ng * 
bite the age in which we live.” - 
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Tas ſaith 4. Lord of Hit — Jour 


th 6 WI, 116.4. 2. 
HE Alttiighty is never introdueed the ped. 
phets as . 
ome —— and uſeful leſſon. Such an A 
the preſent would, indeed, require the 
hority to enforce it. From the” mouth 0 ad ie it 
ld meet but with little” in the world; 
om the voice of the Alntiighty it muſt then 
1d even when * the: Lord of Hoſts” commands us 
dm his throne * to cbnßder our ways, fuch is-the 
ity and thoughtleſsnieſs of the human heart, eren 
but too little attention paid” to this unerring Men- 
Pride and (elf deceit malle us view out owi'chi: | 
vers with fo much partiality; chat we ſeldotn'aink WM 


ther of the me or advantage of fuch a duty: = 
urried on by the impulle of preſent intlinations ant , | | 
petites, we live out once che the conſe- * 
endes of things. Many travel” through life with f 
concern, and never think of its alue 4 2 
* This Sermon 4 
4h and ſoon phy: Wl, vin hs 


. * dos ſuemtic 
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tance, till they are juſt about to leave it. The em 
and tumults of che world ſeldom allow them leiſure 
either ta deliherate ar reflect on their conduct. For 
' want of conſideratiom, tlie ſinner proceeds in the path 
of iniquity, without ever thinking that his crimes ar 
in oppoſition to an arm that can cruſh him to pieces; 
without ever thinking of his ingratitude to a benefac 
tor that preſerves him in exĩiſtence ; and of his rebel 
lion, daring rebellion, againſt a Saviour, who bled ani; ; 
died for mankind. Were he in time to attend to the 
ſilent inſtructions of reaſon and ſolid wiſdom- 
that wiſdom which cometh from above; were he u 
have his mind impreſſed with ideas of duty, all the 
miſeries of an way and IN N mighty 


eaſily prevented. 


To enumerate, therefote. a ks of the advantages 
reſulting from Conſideration ; to ſhew the neceſſity « 
it to different characters, and at certain ſeaſpm 
life, is, by the aſſiſtance een 
OW oy | | Ou 

'L I 7 to ſhew the 9 and advantage | 
Canſoderiition to mankind in general, from the impe 
new, of the pant. wy are ell now acting 

The preſent ſyſtem! of things is evident! intende 
as an introduction to a ſucceeding and better | 
The faſhion of this world paſſeth away ; but ie 
& {hall ariſe a new heaven and a new earth v 
„ dwelleth righteouſneſs.” . Amidſt; all he bull 
therefore, which we now behold, amidſt all — 

ety of objects, which now attract our attention, il 

— three queſtions in the ſolution, of, which! 
= much intereſted ; What are we? Where are * 
And, What is our final deflination ? Reyplation n. 

gives us a ſatisfactory anſwer to each of theſe q 
Ir] i us, that the part we are now acting is 
only n with 3-44 but with ry | 
W EY human 1 


7 is IN | 
9 R 
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and that we are deſtined. heirs; * * 7 
— this we may infer, that as ey © is 
reſent life anten ens 
þ ſhall the fentiments we are 8 
its we ate now forming, und 
Jiviae Spirit, have an efteC 
on, The influence of tha 
ot 4 more certain and al 12 
orid, than this which un 
yan. If there be labour an 
here vill be beauty and werd Tt 
y and verdure in funamar, au I TI v1 
||. our hearts with food and plenty. If, iufluenced 
che Divine Spirit, „we add to our faith, virtue 
il to vutue, knowledge; to knowledge, temperance 
2 en nee; to patience, godlineſs ; 
—— and to brotherly 
kndneſt, * e ee | t laſt, 1 the 
peaceful fruits of righteouſne 
Were death a. termination to our hopes and fears 
auf Conũderation, even upon this fy 
be highly ufeful in the 
i e eee 2 
tous conſequence z but the moment we reflect 
it we are candidates far glory, —— — 
ality, r 
ucumſpeQtion will at once a ev 
w_ ſhall ceaſe _=_ — what- 
22 " L we. th | 
low us. High and important, — nee | 
ae now acting. However trifling it may appear 
us, either angels now ſurvey us ag-their 2 — 
lates, or r 
e regions of deſpair, Akhough we ſhould deem it 
bemficant, yet it ia, at leaſt, intereſting = 1 
a6 of bewen and f gd 4e fer it 
appear e W to us at Eur 
| #7. 155357 
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uſeful and 


and eternal inte 


ven, to ſee more 


| Friends have we ſeen deer, off the ſage 6fbþ 


; 9 men! While we are thus pt 


#42 n10'n v. 


ande folemnities of a future judgement ur 
W before aur eyes? 
hey me care and reflection, therefore, , ought | 


through a life that carries in its wor 
fuel Kriens, ſerious inf and lating conferuenies 
There is —ů— — 
rally make choice of ſome department in 
* our inclination leads us. To appear in 
light in this ſtation, hat! 
dour do we not beſtow ? What affiduous care and a 
what previous ftudy and diſcipline, » X 
not purſue; and ſhall we remain indolent and inc 
Gderate about having our minds enriched with pr 
ciples that are thus to operate for ever; in han 
our hves adorned with h ds thet us e 6 en 
their influence throughout — Since this ist 
caſe, does it not become us, in every eh we ye 
form, to have an 1 to thoſe bigber to thoſt u 


r dg 
« confider our ways,” in Le cout | 


We have this da We ee , the TUE 
eur years that we ay or wid 
We cannot be better employed than 
a valuable portion of our time with the t 
and devout Conſideration on our ways. We! 
deen permitted, by the determining power of He 
2nd years than Cres e 
to many of our acquaintance, friends 
yelations. If we look back to the commencement 
me period that is finithed, how many of our be 


Have not we ſeen generation ſucceeding ge 
28 wave ſucceeds wave N He we tht then”? w 
wide cirele of our acquaintances, 1 on” 


leaves in Autumn, droppi 
e e oy ee 


mitted to remain, pe to mereuſe the! 
umphs of death this 2 not incumbent os 


p conſider aur ways 3 to begin with a ſerious refolu+ 
on of redeeming the time; af ſo remembering our 


A _ A PTY X 

Tan us thats ports dn bao 
ght particularly to make a ſtand in life, both to re- 
plleft the events that. are paſt, and to prepare for 
boſe that are ſtill veiled in obſcurity—over which 

e Divine Being has thrown a miſt impenetrable to 
portal eye. This is the. ſeaſon, which we commonly 
t apart for the examination and arrangement of the 
te of our finances, and worldly concerns z. it is 


Days ſhould. ſpeak,” 4 Job, “and ats 
years ſhould teach us wiſdom.” - 

Years, like thoſe ſtones. erected. to deſcribe the 
meth of. the ways. and to regulate the 
nent of the paſſenger, out to have a | 
very traveller through life. ——The of man 
i this world has been often compared to a pilgrim 
The 45h that are paſt ſhould remind hit, 
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N advance to 


reſent oe yor does. ĩt not become: us to 
bout the next, 
, that. lies 


gy or decay, 
2 ay and yaninies oY 
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life; 
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1 to fo ſerious and folemn an admonition, « thus. 


religious con | 
1 aſcribed moſt, or all be miſeries 
ncident to man. r 


ed by no dec path, makes ws see ruſd om 
5 Were cure a 


* # F | 
. : t 
: is . 
" ol 
: 
C | 
. 
q 
: 


236 $2 MON xv. 


reveal, much trouble would be averted from falling 
on your own heads; from much anxiety and hear Wi 
felt vexation — tors 223 parents, friends and relations 
be freed ; and veal good would be performed 
to ſociety. Think then in what manner you defigy 
2 acquit yourſelves in the great duties of life—ig 
the devotion you owe to God; in the juſtice you owe 
to men eak and feeble are your own powen 
ſtrong and impetuous are your 3 corrupt and 
Erbe = your 2 in the commencement 
„as well as in the concluſion raum 
% muſt, therefore, be of God.” 1 
nding then on the fulfilment of this x 
* My grace ſhall be made ſufficient for you; my 
« Rrength ſhall be made perfect in your weakneſi 
are you reſolved to act in — to the will 
your Creator? Is it to be your firſt on, pang 
care, to obſerve with fidelity, the: precepts 
— which he has revealad ? Are 2 
whatever others de, to cultivate the ſhining graces a 
the Chriſtian life“ to know God, and a Jokes Oh, 
« whom lie hath ſent, and whom to know is 
L eternal; on are you to fill up the whole of yourting 
by te idle — and . ill idler e . 
world OW 18 i 
tion of. all that is kale and in 8 
, Conſider your ways“ deliberately. at this 
and- fix on an unalterable plan of — Jul 
the world _ alofainots und d. propriety.z.and 
ding on — of heaven, 47 
| or manner; to the higheſt of p 
in the —— iptures 
in ſolemn lan that. as you, ſor 
_ * you. muſt reap 3? that the fruits” of your ind 
arg not to terminate withthe grave. Youth, in whuh 
ever way you ſpend: it, has en eſſect on manhood? 
Manhood, in: whatever way Foe: you: mean- to ſpend i 
has am e qual influence on old age; and tho whole ch 
__ r connection with 
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temples of the Holy che feats 
urity and love, ſhall then become the habitation 


of 
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iniquity, give for moments? What would . 


* 
1 
Qs 

ich ju | 
uch you are juſt entering 26's 
„ which, if you ruſh, you mall Hkewiſe 4 
dt 82 — ̃ — now 5 
by would not he, who is marked gray 5 
th 
— 


L | | 


wiſdom from the lips 
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your innocent hours? How much, de Nas 
would thoſe, who, are now doomed. to e 
puniſhment, give to be once more put in oſſe 
of * 0 — Events big with f 
miſery, or future happineſs, ſpring from the 
ciples you are now imbibing ; from the Mb 
are now forming. You are at laſt to ſtand at the b 
of God and to be; judged “ according to deeds de 
« in the body, whethar they hantbain good op bal 
Theſe; if the reſult of forwardneſs and rafhneſs, will: 
diffuſe miſery and ruin over the remainder: of, your 
days; if the reſult of wiſdom and diſcretion the 
willgivetolife a high and exquiſite reliſh. . It become 
not you, thereſore to defer the needful won d 
Co decides to the middle, or congluding. ſtage 
of liſe, leſt conſcious guilt and merited reproach med 
you in every thought. Since ſo yeh. d 4 It 
ther firſt and continued ſteps you crc prye yo1 
then would not offer up the fincer 


- your fafety and ons pre ?—May the . 
condułt you through the fli 1 5 os the fr 
ri 


unſeen, lead you in the oy ght f 
laſt render you Bere in the 2 hearcy an | 


of earth! 


you engage in the buſineſs of the world z the mort 
mingle in the ſociety of men: the en 
it will become to look around you wi 
and examine your conduct. You are 
the walls of the nurſery; you are 
12 But you have 
ou quit the one; when you are at 
It may have been your 


_ 7 
to have been favoured with leſſons of the ſo 


of affectionate parents; 
have — heard them n ee 


haps you 
m_ for your future proſperity, and Roy 
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f your father's houſe, and native home deeply im- 
| 14 with a ſerious ſenſe of religion 3" ay — 
ſons you may be apt to imagine, you have no 
Con derts. Be nos weve; too confident; 
ſou may now ſtand on a ſure and ſtable foundation 
ut both reaſon and religion command you to con- 
er your ways ; to take heed leſt you fall, not only 
1 the outſet, but in the more advanced ma_ of 
your journey through life.” Perhaps you have fortun- 
rely eſcaped the pleuſing ſnares of vice; you have, 
t fallen in the flippery and dangerous paths of 
youth ; and religion, for the prefent, has full poſſeſſion 
of your heart: for this very reaſon, like a ſhip: richly | 
aden, you muſt be guarded with double care. | 
1. It becomes you, therefore, to be watchful and 
ttentive when you have the proſpect of changing 
your fituation of life. If heaven ſhould m_ 
nduſtry with proſperity, it becomes you then, in 
| * 2 «© to conſider your An When 
phced in a ſucceſsful and proſperous condition, there 
no ſmall danger of your former ſentiments under- 
wing a ſtriking and viſible change ! External circam- 
ces, and moge frequent intercourſe with the 
ord, but tos much mauld and form us. Hence we . 
ne often cautioned and put on our guard, by the in- 
Ipired authors, againſt the world.“ Pure religion 
and undefiled before God and the Father, is this,” 
lays James, to keep one's ſelf unſpotted from the 
world.” The ſame apoſtle aſſures us that * the. 
' fellowſhip of the world is enmity with God.“ 
Ve are alſo told in ſolemn language, That the 
world lieth in wickedneſs.” * Hence the apoſtle 
John exhorts us, Love not the world.” Our Lord By. 
imſelf commands us to watch and pray againſt its | 
and influence. A ſtate of proſperity is the ' 
noſt trying and dangerous one, in which we can be | 
Paced. You are particularly called upon, when 
laced in ſuch x condition, to conſider your ways,” 
or he, that could have reliſted} the ſolicitations: to 
rice, 


iar 
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will 5 ſquander it away by mere ihadverteng 
in 
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wlittle Wo Ranges the Concerns of ime, or 
of ſenſe haye in the regulation of ye 
duct? Ought you not to watch over your | 
at this critical — trying ſeaſon with a 3 
wy the buſineſs and amuſement of life ſhould ei 
or corrupt your heart ?— proſperit 15 * 
the only danger that threatens you. _ q 
2225 It becomes you to conhder your A 7 
rious attention to your conduct in of 
mean to form in the world. I ht a 
„ cations 9 — ood manners.” Perhaps Te 
as yet but little — 8 with the word. 
have ſtill the hazard (and a real hazard: it wn 
of x ſuch 1 in N 
t remain O0 your and beds 
io of future — Hh itherto you 
with the wiſe z ere long. it may be 
Ng to have but too frequent i i may be your of 
lefs virtuous part of mankind ; and, mindleſs of yc 
former. character, you may afſume that of your ne 
companions, imbibe their ſentiments 3 20 
their plan, and form to theirs the reliſh a your 
How: neceſſary then, my young friends | is e 
ſion the matureſt conſideration here? In thac 
parts of life, with much pains and induſtry hare 
acquired a treaſure of wiſdom and of happineſs, 3 


* 


« by being thus conformed to the werd? 


gu renounce the advantages of your education 
CITY: ſoon forget: the ſenſe, and plea 


- 


* 
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ur Creator, ſo carl inſtilled into you minds? 
Will you ſo ſoon. deny the name and renounce the 
coſefſion of a Chriſtian ? Win vou ſo foon forget 
e love and favours: of the Redeemer of men, and 
ccrifice the perpetual pleaſures,; which his religion 
romiſes, for the pleaſures of in, which are but for a 
aon? Is that fun, which roſe with ſuch ſplendour - 
zus to ſet in ſuch untimely darkneſs ? Is that flower, 
bich ſhowed ſuch early and vernal beauty, thus tc 
fer decay for want of continued cultivation? 
Will you” (to uſe the language of ſcripture, than 
hich nothing can be ſtronger,-or more expreſſive 
your ſituation) ** fow wheat and thus reap thorns ? 
Will you earn wages and put it in a bag full of 
holes ?” Let Conſideration, —let reſlection then 
eſide and attend your progreſs through life, 4 Yon 
cannot,” ſaid an ancient philoſopher, “ ever feel 
any uneafineſs from not prying- into the lives 
and actions of other men ; but you ſhall and-muſt 
fee] the greateſt miſery from not prying into your 
own life and actions. Let ſedateneſs then be 
our guide.—— Let a ſtrict and impartial ſcrutiny. 
er be employed in all the ſtages. y pa journey. 
[ou ſhall then have reaſon to look. back $0 ie 
zinning of your days with the higheſt ſatisfaQion.. 
our liſe ſhall riſe up in order before you, like A 
autiful and well cultivated landſcape, every portion 
[which appearing pleaſant and delightful to the eyes, 
ut theſe admonitions you may deſpiſe 3 theſe mo- 
ez to induce you to, conſider-your ways, may hae 
it little weight. Mindleſs of ery humari-and fas, | 
ed obligation, you may delight. ta walk in the 
counſch of the ungodly ; to ſtand.in the way of n- 1 
ners; and to fit in (the; feat, of the ſcornful.* It ' 
mains, therefore, that I ſhow, in the Third place, w_— 
e neceſſity and advantage of eration to fach as ? 

e of a vicious and abandonedeharagter, | 
To no perſon is conſideration more neceſſary than. 
} tim who js as + of the deſtroyer 3 P 
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is dead in treſpiſſes arid fin. He is in alla 


and ruinous * The ultimate end and Yeſion 
his creation he has forgotten. The hea 


5 | vent, and hy” 
inanimate works of nature, Rill continue to f 
forth the glory of their Maker; but not one though 
not one word, not one action of his life ever tende 
to glorify that God who gave him exiſtence. Ti 
him he has never paid fupreme veneration. Devout 
and grateful adoration has never ſoftened and 
ed his heart. A flrong ſenfe of kis de 
pendence upon God; humility and ſerveney in hi 
worfhip ; willing obedience to his laws; and 2 
acquieſcence in all the determinations of his provi 
dence, are ſubjects by no means familiar to h 
mind. Conſcience, and all the generous principle 
of his nature, have gradually yielded to the uſury: 
tion of the inferior paſſions. While he thus has di 
regarded his God; while he thus has ruined his 
own happinefs, it would be vain to expect he ſhouli 
view the intereſts of his fellow men with a fri 
and benevolent eye. And accordingly we find hin 
inſtead of having cultivated a liyely ſenſe of integrity 
Humanity, and compaſſion, violating, with a daring 
arm, all the ties of juſtice and benevolence. To i 
jure and diſtreſs has ever been the tenor of his 1 
Can there be a more deteſtable character than this 
And to what is it owing ? Is it not to want of cot 
fideration on the final deſtination of man, and tl 
ruinous effects of vice ?—And if there be one in thi 
aſſembly, whoſe conſcience tells him, Thou art t 
e man, let me aſk him, do you not think inmed 
ate conſideration neceſſary? You are ſtanding on 
precipice, every moment ready to drop into dettruc 
tion. Can you make too ä to flee from i 
at and apparent danger icine to a. virulen 
dangerous diſeaſe ** more neceſſary thu 
conſideration is for you. Let conſcience teſum 
her throne but for one moment, and put this interell 
ing queſtion to you: if you perſevere, what con 
quences do you expect to follow your conduQ! 
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Be not deceived. Although this deadnels in tre 


then be awful. Seldom is impenitence allowed 


- life, ſhall render you a complete picture of hum 


breaſt the following language of deſpondency 3 


fles and fin, may take place for à conſideral 
length of time ; yet you have to fear, if you got 
from vanity to vice, with a eflive pace, tl 
will arrive a black and area flu day, when ſ⸗ 
mi+-fortunate event in life, when ſome affliting i 
penſation of Divine Providence, like à fmall ſpar 
hall kindle a fire within you, and make all yc 
crimes, with their peculiar aggravations, paſs in 
review, before your eyes. The hurry; of bufn 
t].c pleaſures of ſenſe, and the deceitfulneſs of f 
may now lull you affeep ; but your awakening 


go off this mortal ftage, without taſting the bitte 
fruits of its folly and impiety. Then the ſtings of 
guilty mind, joined to the, adverſe circumſtances « 


wretchedneſs Conſcience, had its voice _ liſtene 
to, before you made ſuch progreſs in iniqu 1 
have ſoothed you in this trying hour of diſtreſs; bu 
when deſolation cometh as a whirlwind, it ſhall 
increaſe the 4 of the ſtorm, by 1 
dars the bittereſt reproaches, and extort 


deſpair ——* I have now reached the fummit 
* wickedneſs, the heights of human madneſs. 
« cloſe of life is faſt approaching, and it forces me 
« Idol back on the beginning of my days; to take 
« retroſpe& view of life; which, alas ! reſembles it 
much a bleak, barren, and uncultivated deſert! 
« pious education, which I received from the lips 
< indulgent parents, . foon loſt its influence in 
& world.” I had not been long in the ſociety of nap" 
till I became the companion of fools ; and, mit 
« Jeſs of God, or of man, followed my own. crimil 
4 devices. I have ſinned againſt the cleareſt 
2 ledge of. my duty.; againſt the frequent checks? 
© convictions of conſcience ; againſt the admomm 
Sand re proofs of my, heſt and worthieft 
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in the hours of mirth and vanity, I-have braved 
« eyen the terrors of the Lord, and the wrath of God 
« revealed from heaven. I have lightly eſteemed the 

awful ſufferings of my Saviour for fin, and neglected 


the ſalvation of God: In conſequence of which, I 
now feel the reproaches ff 1, pon ined to the 
nanity and infigmficance of old age. Oh | the deſpait _ 
that lodges within this breaſt. Like a dead and 
« inſupportable burden, it preſſes down my very ſoul] 
How can I bear the compunction of mind I feel 
« for the many valuable hours I have loſt. My days; 
inſtead of having been ſpent in the ſervice of my 
God, have been ſpent “ in the ways of hnners.” — 
(I now ſtand on the brink of an awful eternity! 
A ſolemn appearance before my judge is not far 
diſtant, and I find myſelf in poſſeſhon of nothing to 
ſupport me. then, but the bitter remembrance of" 
guilt.— Now my fins harrow. up my foul |— 
What! what muſt. I feel, When they: riſe up in 
judgement againſt me, in preſence of the inſulted. 
Majeſty of heaven and earth; hen an irrevetſibie 
i ſentence from the throne of God ſhall fix my doom 
to eternal ages, and conſign me over to everlaſting 
' fire prepared for the devil and his angels !—O that 
'I were annihilated! O that I could drop into no- 
8 ſeem as if all hell was within me, and I in 
Such is the language you will employ, when you 
are finiſhed your = 6 l career off 
nckedneſs z when you have. filled up the meaſure 
if your wrath. Let me now aſk. you, after a view: ok 
ach conſequences, reſulting from want of Conſider- 
ton (and they are certain conſequences} ' What are 
dur preſent . reſolutians ? Do you {tif put no value 
n Conſideration ? Or, I will ſuppoſe the beſt, do 
ou wiſh. to leave your fins? To depart from the 
nares of death? Is your conſcience awakened ? Are 
ou you * heavy-laden with the burden of your - 
ns ? Is the defire implanted in your. breaſt to come- 
> © Rs 
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wnto Jeſus that you may have life ? Have you gots 
Curfeit of iniquity ? Is vice now ftripped of that this 
diſguiſe, and-thoſe falſe ornaments, in which your 
paſſions and prejudices and mad companions formeri 
drefſed .it ? Are, you now anxious to apply to tl 
Saviour of mankind for pardon, to uſe thoſe 
which he has put into your power, for the reſtoration 
of your nature, and the recovery of your felicity?—- 
H theſe be your determinations, think not that you 
are ſuch an outcaſt of heaven. If you ſee the 2 
of your conduct, if you are ſenſible of your dange 
and, through the grace of God, are henceforth to walk 
* in the law of the Lord,” your Saviour, thig 
moment, from his throne of mercy, gives you ti 
eompleteſt pardon. For ſuch as you, imme 
_ - thanks to Heaven! his croſs was erected on Mount 
Calvary : For ſuch as you the blood ſtreamed. fro: 
His fide ; it was defigned to waſh away the [guilt an 
pollution of the world. What ſtronger arguments 
can I adduce to make you turn from your fins unte 
the Lord, “ who will have mercy upon you, and tt 
* our God, who will abundantly pardon you.” And 
may the Spirit of God create you again in Chril 
Jeſus unto good works, and enable you to walk i 
fins hve 1 hen the eech ant align 
Thus have I ſhewn the neceſſity an i 
Confideration to different characters and certain it: 
ſons of life, from the circumſtances peculiar to eac 
of them. In whatever claſs, or divifion we ftand, let 
us * conſider our ways.” We are all men, and ating 
for eternity, let us then not trifle with time, t 
ſquander it away by treaſuring up to ourſelves vr 
againſt the day-of wrath: If we are young, let us,! 
a ſpecial manner, take care to remember dur Creatt 
in the days of our youth. Let us enter on the wo! 
with a vigilant and jealous eye. Let us guard 
the different met of ſeduction will 
employed to corrupt our morals, and deſtroy 
principles. Truſt not preſumptuouſly "ED « 
2 | J underſtandin 
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underſtandings. - Ever look up to heaven for ſuperior 
id and direction. Be often on bended knees, pour- 
ing out the defires of your hearts before God, ho- 
has promiſed, « They that feek-me early ſhall find 
« me.” Deftitute of his aſſiſtance, you are like ſo many 
helpleſs orphans, left to wander in a pathleſs deſert, 
without one friendly hand to conduct you, without one 
powerful arm to 2 you from thoſe thick and 
conſtant ſtorms, will ſoon gather around your- 
heads. You muſt lift up your eyes unto the hills 
«from whence cometh your help. Your help muſt 
come from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.“ 
Take care, when you have. reached the middle and 
buſieſt part of life, leſt the changes, that may then 
take place, ſhould alter your ſentiments. Be cautiousy; 
be conſiderate in your intercourſe with the worl 


that your heavt may not you ſo long as 

lne. I fhall conclude this diſcourſe by laying beers 
you the dying advice of the king of Iſrael to his. 
young ſon. ** And thou, Solomon my fon, know thou- 


the God 9 and ferve him wich a per- 


ect heart, and willing mind; for the Lord ſeateh- 
eth all hearts, and underſtandeth all the imagins-- 
* tions of the thoughts: if thou ſeek him, he will be 
found of thee ; hut if thou forfake him, he will cat 
thee off for ever.”—1 Chron. xxviil. 9. 80 
79 


1 
* 


SEN MON N. 
* 0 11 7 
g . . * « ; 2 V 
5 6 k = 81 


7 eee lg 


. Romans vit. 244. 


o wretched man that I am! 1050 ſhall deliver 
4442...  Jrom-the body of this death?_ | 


| HE goodneſs and | mercy of God, appear, it 
_- wonderful manner, in giving Chriſt to be ib 
Saviour _—_ ſinners. 1 we 5 his ori 

inal and perſonal glory; when we thin is inen 
p vr his humiliation, and ſufferings.; his death at 
ve ſurrection; and the rich and eternal bleflingg whi 
are beſtowed on his people in e de 
dience unto death; we cannot but adopt tie lat 
guage of an apoſtle, and ſay, © that the work of re 
« demption hath a height, a. depth, a breadth, and 
« length, that paſſeth all underftanding.” The mo 


it e f more are we loſt in wonde 
love and praiſe. But though the: privileges, the pri 
miſes, the hopes- and bleſſings. of his mediation 1 
may andauniſpeakably great, yet it ſeemetk good ut 
to God not to put us in poſſeſhon of theſe albł at ot 

He. communicates them to us in a gradual and pn 
gre ſſive manner He ſtudies our growth-in grace, 
well as the advancement of his own glory. I is | 


abig-reaion he does not exempt his children ag 


sr AMON XVI.” nd 
tom the attacks of their ſpiritual enemies, br fron 


the complaints which the and power of re- 


maining corruption may occaſion in the ſerious mind. 
While in the world, we are called to 
vil warfare with our own hearts, and continually to 
icht againſt principalities and 3 ſpiritual 
wickedneſs in high places. T is no exemption 
from this warfare to the diſciple of Chriſt ; no — 


the enemies we are called to oppoſe, there are none 
ſo ready to prevail againſt us, or to overcome us 5 
none ſo ſecret and hidden as indwelling an; as the 
evil bias and corruption of our own hearts. -'This 
body of death is with us in every place. It attends 
us by night and by day, and mingles too muclr of its 
baneful influence in every duty we perform. In-all 
es of the church the people of God have com- 
plained, and heavily groaned under the 
Feitual and boſom foe. Paul, in our text, finds the 
mainder of his corrupt nature - the u 


ing, in no ſmall degree, a kind of tyranny over him 
ence the earneſt and fervent prayer which he ut- 


Iam ! who ſhall deliver me from the bodf-of this 


ich he was expoſed, A la tot theſe he 
taned with proper fortitude, as een from his 


a fool) I am mere; in labours more abundant, in 
ſtripes above meaſure, in priſons more frequent, in 
"deaths oft.” He bote theſe and 
hes with patience and re 

lained not, even CRY when/ it ap- 
mached him ; but he feels uneaſ „he complain bits 


other part of nd Were that he had 
learned 


carry on u ſpiru- 


ton of arms while on this fide of eternity. Of al 


power of this 
art warring againſt the law of his — | 
in the words of the text:. O wretched man chat 
in complaining of che troubles unto ab 


wn account, in his ſecond epiſtle to the Corinthians; 
23. © Are they miniſters of Chrilt ? (L ſpeak as 


many other ſeves 
ation to the divine will. 


ay of the law of fin and death was within him. 


| +a 1 am to ſhow Joh the children of God G 
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S 
content. is you fee excepted — the 
ſtate. of corruption and of deach. He repreſents fn 
as having @ body. As a body conſiſts of many-men- 


ders, and is always ſuppoſed to poſſeſs a conſiderable 
degree of ſtrength ; it is a fit emblem of ſin in the 


heart, which is ſtrong and powerful, and conſiſts of 
man parts. He Tepreſents it alſo as a body of dati 
le, 


It is to the renewed mind as uneaſy, and di: 
as natural death is to the carnal man. Perhaps the 
alluſion is borrowed from that mode of puniſhment 
invented by tyrants ia ancient times, when they or- 
dered a dead body to be faſtened to a living perſon, 
and allowed it in this manner to conſume away in 
Hate of putrefaction. We may eaſily conceive ho 
offenſive this would be to the living perſon, and ho 


. earneſtly he would wiſh to be delivered from i 
the heart to the child of God. Every one, who 
the divine principle of life implanted in his 
hoe this ſpiritual death. 
= diſcourſing on theſe words, I mal, inde 
anxiety, and concern, to be delivered from u 
of fin and death. 
they lament and wiſh to be delwered from ii cc; 
corruption. | 
in the temper and conduct of God's children. 
IV. Mention ſome final cauſes, or reaſons, why 
children, in any degree, to for a ſeaſon. 
the buen of jnamoling ke. And hen L 


Equally uneaſy and offenſive is the power of fin it 
will def re as earneſtly to be delivered from the bod 
how how the children of God diſcover die « 
* 
I ſhall mention, or aſſign ſome reaſons » 
NE I ſhall ſhew ew this corrup den difcorenti 
2 ſeem good to an infinitely wiſe God to allow ball * 
apply the ſubject. 


the holy anxicty, and concern, expreſſed in the ew 


1 
* 
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about the ſtrength and power of ſn in their hearts; 
by an ingenuous confeſſion of its guilt; by having an 
humbling fight and ſenſe of its ev nature. If we be 
inſenſible of the nature, danger, and deformity of fin 
we can never be under much ferious concern on a- 
count of it. It is an affecting fight, a deep ſenſe of 
the evil of fin that will ever give riſe to this holy anx- 
ety of mind; and wherever this exiſts, it will lead 
to an open and ingenuous confeſſion of ſin to God. 
I will declare my iniquity,” faid David, * 1 will be 
# ſorry for my fin ; and mine iniquity I have not hid. 
«I ſaid I will confeſs my tranfgreſſhon.” Here he 
multiplies exprefſion upon expreſſion, varying his 
unguage to ſhow us how freely and fully he acted in 
the preſence of God. ' Convinced of the danger, of 
the guilt and pollution of fin, he makes no reſerve in 
lis confeſhon—® Againſt thee, thee only, have I fin 
„ned.“ You, who have already experienced this ſe- 
nous concern of mind on account of ſin, will 'know 
that this is the leading and principal ingredient in all 
pdly ſorrow z in that repentance that needeth not to 
te repented of. And if any of you ſhall ever be 
drought, from convictions wrought in your ſoul | 
tte Spirit of God, to declare your iniquity, to confeſs. 
yur repeated tranſgreſſions in his preſence, with all 
tteir aggravated ciraumſtances, you will do it in an 
en, a full, and unreſerved manner. If ever you 
cceive from God peaitential and believing” hearts, 
den you will know ſomething of the ſerious anxiet 
apreſſed by our apoſtle in the words of the text.” 
3! when we around us on any congregation, 
w many, inſtead of being ſenfible of the heinous 
ature of ſin, as diſhonouring'to God, hb hates it 
eſſarily and with a perfe& hatred, glory in that 
ich is their ſhame, and ceafe not to declare their 
like Sodom. No humble confeſfon drops from 
dei lips ; no contrition is felt in their heatts g he 
Ain as a ſweet morſel under” their e 5 
| alas 
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Rey to- their ſouls. Such perſons are 
ute ſtrangers to thoſe feelings that actuated the 
mind of our apoſtle. They ate ſtill the: captives of 
Satan, and bound with the chains of their own ini 
quity, How widely are they diſtant from the lan, 
gvage and confeſſion of the Publican: God be mer. 
« ciful to me a finner ! How little do they know of the 
penitential ſpirit that appeared ſo graceful in the Pig 
digal Son, when, on bended knees, he ſaid to his father 
% Father, I have finned againſt heaven and in thy 
„fight, and am no more worthy to be called thy ſon.” 
2. The children of God diſcover this holy anxiety 
on account of... fin, by mourning over, it in ſeeret, 
They confider the remainder of corruption in their 
hearts. as the fource of all ſin; and for that reaſor 
they feel inexpreſſible trouble and ſorrow. We 
the fountain of the heart pure and uncorrupted, t 
A ſtreams that flow from it would appear in - courſe 
| of our lives umainted. But, alas ! out of the heart 
proceed every evil thought, and evety evil actio 
Can the ferious Chriſtian then remain unaffeted wil 
| this conſideration? The more he thinks of the bane 
ful influence of inward corruption, the more ground 
be ſees for mourning and lamentation. [There are 
many things in fin ſufficient, if ſerioufly "wewed 
to fill us with trouble and grief of heart 1d 
ſmalleſt fin is committed in contempt of the he 
lineſs of God. It is that abominable thing 
Which is loathſome in his fight. It is commit 
ted againſt the law of God, againſt the providene 
the word, the mercy of God. Should the Lo! 
mark. iniquity againſt ns, he might make us a terre... , 
to ourſelves and to all around, us. The more we fen 
eonvinced of this, the more will we be troubled a 
grieved for the ſins we have done. This trouble « 
mind, this penitential grief of ſonl, will vent itſelf 1...:. 
heavy, mournful complaints againſt fin. We the | 
look upon him whom we have pierced, and mov pd fo 
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6 xi be in bitterneſs for ſin, as one mourneih for; an 
>! child. Serious thoughts of their corruption will 
be WE many: Gghs frqm. the s 
n the eyes of © ci "They will be frequently 
rd and ſeen by an inviſible Redeemer | abborring 
WS cn ſclves in duſt and in aſhes.” 3 
Ex- 

ac 

[Oe 

er 

hy 

1. 


w the knee to God, beſeeching bim to 9 
aue every ſinful emotion that may riſe in their 
raſts. They are ever crying to God. to pardon 


8 


by 


my G 


„ 
- 


artkr for eternal life; * He will 


8 ' *. | 1 
dfor a phyſician 3 ee 


Is meditation a proper mean of deliverin 


ſond and longing look to thoſe new heavens and 


* . 


2% nn atk) - 


thirſty perſon for water; than the child of Gad wi 
to enjoy the ordinances of religion; to dwell ig 
tabernacles of his grace. „I was glad when 
« faĩd unto me, Let us go into the houſe of the 
Our feet ſhall ſtand within thy gates. ' For a day 
46 thy courts is better than a thoufand.. I had 1 
* be a door keeper in the houſe of my God, than 
« dwell in the tents of wickedneſs, —How amiable 
« thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! my foul longet 
et yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: 8 
« heart and my fleſh cry out for the living Gol 


4 
U 


him fr 
the body of this death? the Chriſtian will, theteſt 
have his hours of retirement as well as ofbufineſs, WI 
ther in the fields, or in the cloſet, he will take & 
to ſhut out the world, and converſe on 2 his Ge 
Now he will think on the riches of free and { 
vereign grace; now he will dwell on his 'own gui 
and unworthineſs. The events of-providence and i} 
interpoſitions of grace will paſs through his ound a 
leave deep impreſſions of admiration, of gratituc 
and love. The glories of the unſeen world will ral 
his affections above every fublunary enjo 
this manner do the children of God uſe every me 8 
to weaken the power of fin in their hearts. - 
4. They alſo diſcoyer the ſerious concermei 
in the text, by looking and longing for heaven whe. 
they ſhall be finally delivered from every degree of 
It is characteriſtic of regenerate ſouls, often to call 
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earth wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs The . 
the Chriſtian grows in grace and in the knowledge 
Chriſt Jeſus, the more ſick he graws the. world 
the more dead and deaf is he to its treacherous muſe 
the more cool and indifferent does he become to 1 
objects of time and ſenſe. A captive does not denn 
more earneſtly to be delivered out of the hand af 
enemy; and to enjoy perfe& liberty, than the god 
wiſh to be put in poſſeſſion of the perfect liberty = 


4 


4 
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ns of God. . often think upon avd anticigate, 
ih ine xpreſſible „ thoſe moments that 
il ſet them free from evety ſtruggle with this bo- 
n foe ; when they ſhall reſt from their labours in 
kt place where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
be weary find eternal repoſe. How warmly did our 
oltle _—_—_ himſelf, when he wiſhed; “ to depart 
und to be with Chriſt, which is far better,” A to- 
| freedom from fin will ever give heaven a prefe- 
xnce, in the eſtimation of the Chriſtian, to the 
xjoyments which this world can afford. Every one, 
refore, who knows what it is. to ſtruggle with the 
motions of fin in the heart, will long, in the pe 
ſerious refleQion, to be placed beyond the reach 
bis foe, which hath haraſſed him. ſo much in (ls 
ite of pilgrimage. I ſhall now, 


ln the Second place, n { * 
e n e 48 


1. The children of God expreſs themſelves in the | 
uintive gps: oooh text ; becauſe- i 
— is defiling and polluting to the foul, 

but fin hat makes us unlike to the 

aperſlh nature of God. It is this that renders 

ft for his work and ſervice. bs he 
then, if the Chriſtian ſhould anxiouſly wiſh to be 
ered from is? Would you be ſurpriſed to ſee a 
n in rags wiſhing to be clothed with decent appa- 
1? Would you be ſurpriſed to ſee a perſon, | 
| dus or attacked with — ange — em. | 
„ applying to & phyſician to C ; or, would, 

i wonder to ſee a perſon, who had been confined 
a long time to a place of filth and 
A penn and placed in a ſitu- 
0 and clean ? Ceaſe then. $0. won- 
iche renewed Chritlan, enbble ofthe polling 
F of te bn ths hook. HOPS wiſh to 


ds 


clothed 


wiſh to have his wounds, an 


df the book of God's remembrance. The more be 
convinced of his guilty ſtate by nature, the more 


cure before the ſtrict ſearch of divine Juſtice; 
| knew fin to be ſo deadly a diſeaſe, as to baffle all! 
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clothed with the garments of falyation.z if he thay 
s, and bruiſes, and 'putrifyi 

Tores healed by the phyſician of ſouls; if he ſhe 
wiſh to be delivered fo the filth and corrupti 
of fin, and reſtored to the beauty and image of hol 
neſs. David had this view of the baneful influen 


of fin in his heart, when be uttered the following... 
prayer: Purge me with hyſſop and I ſhall be cla... 
4 waſh me and I ſhall be whiter than the ſnow,” Wl... 
2. The children of God wiſh to be delivered de 

all fin in the heart, becauſe of the danger with wor 
it is attended. The more dangerous any diſeaſe lic... 
the. more afflicted is the patient when he knows n 


the more anxiouſly does he wiſh to be delivered fra 
its power, In like manner, how nataral is it for 
godly, when they find corruption ſtirring within ther 
to bemoan and lament their ſtate, and to feel ay 
Ety to be delivered from it, proportioned th the da 
ger . in exp The awakened (inner 1s, ca 


vinced that {in expoſes him to the yengeance of Ga 
both in this life and that which is to come. The mat 
he thinks of the ruinous conſequences of ſin, the me 
alarmed he is, and the more earneſt in his ſupplic 
tions to be delivered from them. He intreats, 
pleads that his ſins may be forgiven, and blotted 


neſtly will he © flee for refuge to lay hold on! 
hope ſet before him.” It was this apprehenſion 
danger that made David expreſs himſelf in the 
lowing manner: Lord] be merciful to me N 
* my ſoul, for I have ſinned.” He knew that | 
was ſuch a dangerous evil, that he could not ſtand 


therefore he prays God to be merciful to him. I 


fill and wiſdom of man to cure, and therefore 
ptays that God would heal him. kk 
Yo x The children of God wiſk to be delivered 
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& in the heart; becauſe when it prevailh; it 
them from doing the good which: their renewed part 
They find ſin to be the 


ſpiritual 
ment to c 
charge of commanded duty. I the 
litle ; if their are too ſeldom p 
the Saviour, it is to the remainder of corrup- 
tion in their hearts: If they have too little of his 
fear before their 2 if they feel but Rttle delight 
n holy duty; if they are tos remiſs in maintaining 
good works, and loving their nei 
if they are too feldom employed in being eyes to the 
blind, feet to the lame, and making the widow's 
heart ſing for joy z. if they ave too ſel:om employed 
in holy and devout meditations, in prayer and praiſe 
w God ; theſe things are owing to the love and 2 
fn in their bearts. This becomes, 1 
powerful reaſon with them to adopt the lan | 
be text: O wretched: man that I am? ſhall 
« deliver me from the body of this death?“ Thus 
zul complains in this epiſtle. The good 
would, I do not; but the evil which I would not, 


te people of God from doing acceptable ſervice to- 
kim, it greatly afflicts them. It draws many tears 
from thew eyes, and fetches: many a ſigh from- their 


reatil 8. | 3 
4 The children of God are affected vn a ſerĩous 
oncern om account of inward e + becauſe it 
mars and N ddl. ſweet and delightful com- 
munion with Thou hideſt thy face,” ſaid 
David, „and I was troubled.” Now, God is never 
nore ready to hide hie face Vvben corruption 


prevails in the heart of his „Nothing will 
ener mar the commanion of th&ReIN God 


nf 


that 1 
that I do.“ When indwelling. corruption hindern 
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than this. Inward corruption deadens the heart, aul 
makes it careleſs and indifferent about the pleaſures 
of religion. In thoſe beclouded moments, have you 
never heard the godly complain of having loſt that 
ſweet frame and liberty of ſpirit in their approached 
to God, which formerly made them happy? Har 
you not heard them expreſſing their fears, © that he 
© had forgotten to be gracious; and that his tendet 
* mercies were clean gone.” The moment they arg 
ſenſible of the loſs of God's preſence, and ofthe light 
of his coantenance, they bemoan theft condition, and 
with to be delivered from it. No'faoner'do ſerious 
ſouls find that they have not that free and 
intercourſe with God they once enjoyed that 
have not thoſe Tweet breathings of Spirit they once 
experienced; than they weep, and lament, and cry 
out, «© O wretched men that we are] Who ſhall de- 
« liver us from the body of this death ?—0 that it 
« were with me,“ ſaith the ſerious ſoul, as in months 
« paft. I cannot find him in ſecret, 1 cannot find hin 
« in my family, or in his houſe of prayer. I have 
not that happy frame and diſpoſition I formerly en- 
« joyed, when corruption was low and kept undes 
I have not thoſe ſweet and refrefhing views of my 
t Redeemer I once enjoyed. I now know the mean- 
* ing of thoſe expreſſive words, put into the mouth 
« of Jeremiah when he ſpoke to a corrupt and finful 
people: Tour iniquities have turned away thele 
« things, and your fins have withholdea good thing 
from you.” Chap, v. 25. r 
5. The children of God are affected with a ſerious 
concern of mind on account of indwelling corruption 
becauſe it refiſts and oppoſes the graces of the Spin 
The fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, peace, long 
« ſuffering, gentleneſe, goodneſs, faith, meeknely 
« temperance.” It is the Chriſtian's daily wiſh, and 
moſt earneſt prayer that theſe graces and fruit 
way increaſe in ſtrength, vigour, and beauty. If an 
of em ſhotlld grow languid, how eee 
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nh Every thing that tends to make them expand; 

| to call! them forth 3 into exerciſc,/affords him „ 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction. Every things on the 

er — that checks their growth ox taruiſhes their 

v Jauty, gives him much vexation of ſoul. The 

ower and love of ſin in the heart often effects this, 

, for that reaſon, the Chriſtian wiſhes to be de- 

rered from it. When you enter x pleaſant garden, 

{ ſee 9 blooming and ſmiling around you, 

a 


ipht Wow agree ighted ? But when +. 
nk of the killing al. and the ſtorms 
aol lay all the pride and of che fineſt flowers 
the duſt; 1 you think of any thing that will retard 
. ir prograſs and diſappoint o our pleaſing expectations 
nere uneaſy do you feel? Do you not with that the 
eiling mila may not blaſt; that the tempeſt may 
de- ot approach ; that the ſcorching heat. not bura 
it it the blooming hopes of the ſeaſon? Much more 
nthe ar ioufly 2 ſerious mind wiſh that the deceit- 
hun WYulneſs of fin may not check the breathings of his 
have ve; may not damp his ſpiritual joy; may not diſ- 
en- erb his inward pence; may not his- ſpirit of 
der. Nong · ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, 


{ my 


nd temperance. Such are the reaſong why the chil + 
n of God are afflicted with indwelling corru 

d why they wiſh og urns + * I pro- 
red to ſne w, 14 10% 
In the third place, how inward 1 dif- 
wers itſelf in the hearts of the — of God. 
dis will be an eaſy matter. It is only, Chriſtians;, 


1 14 


— e eee e N- 
earts. 

ony- When fin prevails, it always diſpoſes nber 
nels, akful in duty. When corruption is ſtrong, there 
ai be a great backwardneſs te duty, and a cri- _ 
rate! indolence will appear in the performance of it. 
a hen it is kept under by the pow ex of ; on 
— lat a holy — — we 0 in 


ſervice + the living God ? 2 it pre- 
valle 
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vails, whetwanderings and inſtability of heart; 
* deadneſs and dulneſs in devotion 3 what c; 
and luke warmneſs for the cauſe and — 5 
. Chriſt! We than ſeek our own things, and not 
| things of Chriſt. Thong grace may be. inthe hey 
it lies dormant, it is but 5 82 
becomes weak and languid Ch 
— — 
then F 
neglected, without compunRisn of mind. Is is 4 
| the ordinances of religion and the means of grace 
attended without feeling or devotion. It is then u. 
ean find out the moſt artful and foul-deceiving.. 
. ies for the negle of the moſt ſacred dytic 
hen fin prevails in the heart, it gives ws | 
favourable views of divine providence. | When t 
le of God meet with croſs providenees 3 if i 
and murmur, if they repine againſt the wile 
| terminations of God; 3 aſſured that i 


| 5 1 prevailing in their heart 
— grace o God, and the n 
e a holy 


and bumble ſubmifſion 
the will of Ged; whereas, fin in the heart diſpc 

| us to fret and murmur againſt heaven. Thus Ala 
=. when he was allied, and faw the wicked prope 
| ing, he murmured, under the power and ipfluence 
| inward corruptiens againſt God. * Veri, Ih 
s cleanſed my hands in vain, and waſhed my i 

in innocence,” Pſalm hcxiii. 13. Do you 0. 

O ſerious 9 wiſh = _ whey i 
corruption is moſt prevalent prevails in er 

to your fretfulneſs u under the diſpenſat 

of divine providence; and it is weakened in es 


proportion to your humble reſignation to the din 
will. Diſcontentment with our ſtate and 0 


in life; + N _ 2 impreſſions 
divine 3 impeach the Gi 
1 are he — — of indwell 


ether, Za TOR in the * 


oc wy w@ilXr_cc fOmyoaws..c< wl\Oubrt Twas 0 oct + wow» 
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ir Redeemer a ſecret apptobatibn of his provideu- 


al determinations,” how dark and clouded ſbe ber 
hey may appear to the carnal eye how ctols' and 
polite they may be to the wiſhes and hopes of fleſh 
nd blood ; theſe are promifing*evidences that we 
we crucified the fleſh with its affections and laſts; 
beſe are the happy offspring of grace in our hearts, 
3. When ſin prevails in he heart, it diſpoſes s to 
our affections too much on things on earn to 
ek our happineſs from the creature, rather than 
om the Creator; from the ſtreams rather than the 
vuntain of life. When the people of God are diverted 
om the regular performance of religious duties; 
hen they are led to conſider the things of time and 
ſe as worthy of their ſupreme affeAtons, aha pur 
its; when they immoderately follow the pleaſures of 
preſent world, conforming to the cuſtoms aud cor- 
uptions of the age in which, they live, and ut 
ve the intereſts of religion and of the kingdm of 
riſt ; they may paſs ſentence on their dn Warts, 
hat they are deceitful above all things, and 


h is ereckittg ite ſtandard (00 high in their ſpy 
or, we may lay it down 2d an undbubted maxim, 
hat an immoderate thirſt and purſuit after the ting 
f this world always makes us grow indifferent about 
he concerns of another: it is ſure to he + 
rd and ordinances. Becoming unfruitful, furfeits _ 
d and overcharged with this world, we fall into 1 
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4 When f prevails in the heart, it diſpoſes us to 

tepleft the means of grace and the ortinances 'of 
lgion. This is a melancholy matk of backfliding} 
releſs, and ſecure” ſpirit. ' When we enn be at fome 
ains to find out or Eier excuſes to encourage our 
earts in the neglect of Rated and ſacred duties 3 
hen we become lukewarm about our ſpirituaFcon- 
ems, and ſhun the green paſhires and ill wage, 

k Mat have formetly refreſhed us; when we grow cold” 
out religious diſcoutſe, and indifferent to our pious 

| *1 companions, 


; 
h 
} 
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we have much reaſon to fear tl 


2 
man a og 2 : 
8 warm and ' ferve 


affections give life and energy to their devotion 
are zealous. beyond many others. in fi | 
cauſe of Chriſt in the world; and ſand amaze 
nat the deadneſs, coldneſs, andinfatuationof thouſand 
wot them; they are even ſometimes heard to e 

els their 3 with too great acrimony « 
arte but, alas they are theſe who have no depth, 
earth to receive the ſeed of eternal life. When thi 
heat is over, when their anima/devotion ſublides, (a t 
it deſerves no other name) you. have but taope 
your eyes to witneſs direful proofsof » dead and de 
clining ſpirit, of a lifeleſs de votion ; to ſeg corry 
tion grow apace, and 2 carcle(s and ae 


ind 

8. Net- prevvily in des it Sloan lt 

diſpoling us to be. unwatchful againſt temptation 
n we can allow ourſelves to ruſh, in an ungut 
ed manner, into the midft of evil i or when, wh : 
and induftriouſly court the, charms and ſnazes of t 
tempter, have we not reaſon. to conclude, that we 
are giving too much indulgence to fin im aur hearts 
The world in which we live is an enſoarieg a6 
deceitful world: There is not a ſtep-we take 3j not 
object we behold; not a pleaſure we enjoy be 
ſometime or other, proves a temptation to within 
our hearts from the path of duty. 2 | 
2ware of this, and enters on the world with 
ſuſpicion. He conGders himfelf as entering th 
enemy's where. every Rep 
an ambuſcade is laid re he is in danger from us 
| known and unſuſpocted quarters. A general f 
not watch the motiang oi an enemy with 
vigilance and attentibn than the Chriſtian 
watch and guard againſt the temptation «of 16 
world. i we hem an begin the dunes of Be 


hout fortifying ourſelves againſt the ſnares of 


divine things; to withdraw our attention from 
eternal concerns; and to render our hearts callous 
| inſenfible to devout and heavenly objeAs z what 
we doing ? Are we not ſtrengthening the 

ids of fin and Satan in our fouls; giving firmer 


unguarded conduct in the hour of temptation. 
be one was led to oaths and treachery'; the other 
the commiſſion of murder and adultery. Had 
been more guarded in the hour of danger; had 
ſhunned more carefully the enemy's ground 
uption would have been reſtrained, and their in- 
xence would have been preſerved. Many a bitter 
lection might they have faved themſelves; many 
tear would have been prevented from n 
ur eyes. Corruption roſe in the heart as — re- 
ſed their vigilance, and they fell for a time victims 
the love and power of fin. I ſhall now, 


er 


alons, why it ſeems good to an infinitely wife God, 
ſuffer indwelling fin to remain in his people. God, 


thing in his kingdom of providence, or grace z 
ve of theſe he 3 has revealed; but there are 
ny others whic 


fious reaſons connected with our preſent ſubjeR, | 


his people, in order to excite them t a more diligent 
provement of thoſe princ} les and graces he has 
panted in their hearts. The graces of the Spirit, 
the Spirit himſelf, are living and active principles 
the ſoul. In whatever heart they reſide, they give 


I « nas i . 
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. without committing” our way to God; if we 
the temptations of life to deaden our feelings 


lations in our hearts to the kingdom of darkneſs? 
bus David and Peter are melancholy inſtances of 


In the fourth lace, mention ſome final cauſes, of. 
may believe has wiſe reaſons. for the permiſſion of 


we may ſuppoſe, baffle our keeneſt 
arch. We ſhall take notice of a few of the moſt 


* 
8 . 
- 


1. God may ſuffer indwelling corruption to remain 


to a holy vigilance and diligence in the "= 


— — . — 
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life. But what is better fitted to call them, f 
into lively exerciſe than the daily, warfare they! 
to maintain with the ſtrength of fin in the ber 


- 


| 
hen is the courage and wiſdom of g good gene | 
or foldier moſt, diſplayed ? Is. it not in the held 
battle, where he has an enemy to try his {kill, and 
oppoſe his power? In like manner, the of t 
Spirit cannot be more properly employed than in co 
_ tending with, and conquering the body. of -fin ; 
death. Here the power and ſtrength, of :theſe gra 
are fully tried ; and the more they, are exerciſed, 
ſtronger they become. © The ſpirit fighteth aga 
* the fleſh, and the fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpin; 
« theſe two are contrary.” In the warfare they mai 
tain, the Chriſtian ſenſibly, “ grows in grace, and 
* the knowledge of Chriſt Jelus e Lord.“ 
2. God may ſuffer indwelling corruption to.1 
main in the heart, on purpoſe to diſcover the . 
and victory of his all- conquering grace, Were 
not for ſin in the heart; were we not ſenſible of} 
wer and dominion over us at times; were wet 
called to experience its ſtrength; how ſhould 
ever come to the knowledge of the ſupeiior power Win] 
_ divine grace? When we witneſs its victory over, 
do we not ſee that the grace of ut Lord ig ma 
ſuſficient for us; that his firergth is perfefted 
our, weakneſs. If luſt aſter Juſt be mortzhed in- 
breaſts ; if the intere!} of the fleſh with its affect 
and luſts be loſing ground in our ſeuls;.and'if. the c 
trary principles be acquiring freſh ſtrength and vige it 
can we have a mote comſoi table evideyee of God 
giving us the maſſery and victory in all things? C 
we have a clearer proof of his making us moe ti 
conquerors, through him. who loved us and died 
us? Corruption is left in the heart of man. only 
»ſurniſh daily triumphs to the divine Redee 
daily proofs that “ greater is he that is for us than! 
* that is sgainſt us 4 
3 Cod may ſuſſer ſin to remain in the hearts 


% 


' 


k 
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; people to make and keep them humble. In the 


1 | known ſermon of our bleſſed Lord on the mount, 
e ſrſt bleſſing he pronounced was in favour of hqi 
e Blefſed are the poor in ſpirit; for their's-18 
kingdom of God.” To promote andcheriſh this ten- 
er of mind in all his ſervants ſeems to be a principal 
im of every part of the ceconomy of grace. It is the 
| work of the Spirit to humble the ſoul to the very 
oſt: it is the great aim of our Saviour's incarnation 
ad example, and the direct tendency of all bis in- 
actions, to make us humble and lowly in mind. 
or is this loſt ſight of in ſuffering corruption to re» 
uin in any degree in the heart. Though Paul was 
aught up into the third heavens; though he bad 
brious manifeſtations 2 diving — yet —9—— 
de exem alt rom of it 
ac : ONT Hz has 2 law in his ——— 
ning againſt the law of his mind; he has a meſſen- 
ger of Satan ſent to buffet him, that he might not 
be exalted.· above meaſure.” Nothing can tend more 
ſectually to humble man, than a ſerious view of the 
gth and power of ſin in the heart. Can he 
hunk of the want of conformity in his ſaul, the 
t of conformity in his life to the pure ſtan- 
| of the divine law? Can be think how diſ- 
nt he till is from that love, that truſt; that hope; 
t obedience, to-which many of the eminent ſervants 
God have. attained, and. not. be humbled -in the 
t? Cary he think of the holineſs of God, or the 
nity of the divine law? Can he daily witneſs the | | 
ntrariety to both, that prevails in his beart, and nor 
clothed with humility-? The more the nature and 
lt of ſin are conſidered, the more muſt the con- 
eration inſpire with poverty. of ſpi r. 
4 God may ſuffer indwelling corruption to remain 
his people, that they may have many. errands to a 
none of grace. The ſweeteſt complaints that reach 
lirone of grace are complaints againſt fin. God; as 
bearer and anſweret of prayer, loves to hear his 
Z, people 
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le importunate at the footſtool of merey; he | 
to ſee them coming with every petition, with ey 
ſupplication ; but his ear, we may believe, is partic: 
larly attentive to the cry of that man who feels hin 
ſelf burdened with a body of fin and death. $ay 
what holy delight is there in carrying on a daily it 
tercourſe with heaven by the ſpirit of prayer? A 
not the happieſt moments a Chriſtian ſpends on earl 
thoſe which he ſpends in fervent prayet to his God 
But what is it that brings him moſt frequently to 
throne of grace? What is it that ſhews him the 
— of prayer and of the divine influence ? ls j 
not the ſenſe and feeling he has of ſin in his heart 
How careleſs and — in duty would he grow 
How cold and languid would he become, were 
not carried to a throne of grace by the woeful ex 
rience he has of fin! If then a ſenſe of inward cc 
ruption be the mean to lead him to a daily truſt i 
God; if it teach him the daily need of the divi 
preſence; if it cheriſh in him a ſpirit of prayer of de 
votion and communion with God; is not this an 1 
portant end anſwered in the œconomy of grace? 
in 


God may ſuffer indwelling corruption to rema 

his people, to make a difference between their p 
ſent militant and future triumphant ſtate. While 
live in this ſtate of imperfection, it requires but a fi 
perficial experience to convince us of the ſtreny 
and prevalence of corruption in our hearts. Alas 
What vain thoughts prevail! What idle words 
What undue attachment is diſcovered to the world 
What inordinate love to the creature]! What indit 

| ence to things divine mark the conduct, and appea 
in the lives even of God's own children! Here 8 
worthineſs and infirmities cleave to the beſt of ther 
© But how changed the ſcene, when there ſhall be 
more fin ? In heaven no vain thoughts ſhall lodg 
within vs. There ſhall be no unbelief, no hardne 
of heart, no prevailing corruption, no undue tac 


bridled paſſion 


ments, no miſplaced affections, no unhri 
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I hearts and eyes ſhall be placed on him, who. is 
de fountain of life and happineſs; all hearts ſhall 
te ſubject to his ſupreme command. In heaven 
there ſhall be no alloy to our eps God and 
Chriſt ſhall be all and in all. In this world his people 
dan, in ſome meaſure, under the power of ſin. 
ut after all their ſighs, and prayers, and ſtruggles for 
the deſtruction of the body of fin are over, how de- 
lyhtful wie lace of reſt be to their ſouls? It is 
e firm be LE thiz that makes the devout believ- 
look and long for the paradiſe above. There he 
hopes to ſerve God without diſturbance from any 
ſom foe, without moleſtation from any powerful 
erſary. 


It now remains to apply this ſubject. ts. 
1. If ſuch be the power of fin in the heart, we 
tay learn the wonderful condeſcenſion of God in 
ccepting any religious performance at our hands. 
ow much are our beſt ſervices polluted with in- 
velling corruption? What are all our duties and 
xrformances ? Is there not much fin in each of them? 
many things we offend all. There iafothing of 
oth, or merit, in any of them. It muſt be entirely 
ring to divine grace that they are accepted in the 
wed, How much does it magnify and exalt his 
rey, when we view the defiled and polluted obla- 
jons of our hearts! c 

2. From this ſubject we may infer, that ſuch per- 
Os as are not deeply affected with a ſenſe. of the 
it and pollution of. 


n, have no claim̃ to the charac, 

7 of God's people. The more we are acquainted 

ih ſcripture character, the more we are acquainted 

th the bible—we ſce all the ſervants of God humbled, 

ficred, and mourning on account of fin. If this be 

aarateriſtic mark of God's people in the world, 

it not to be feared that there are many who, while 

&) have a profeſſion of religion, have never known - 

Rt it is to mourn for their tranſgreſſions! Iniquity / 
& '2 may 
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may prevail over them: but are they ſeen bemoa 6 
ing their condition ? Tears they have for other thing ll jo 
but they have few, or none, to ſpare on account 5. 
their fins. They can complain of hard times ; ill 70 
who ever heard them complain of hard hearts in 
Chriſt may be born, become a man of forrows an ih 
acquainted with grief; he may weep, bleed and di bo 

pr. 


ing one moment on account of it? do not wi 
fee ſome in every congregation, who, inKead of adoy 
ting the complaint of the apoſtle in our text, glory n 
their ſin, and remain obdurately impenitent ? Wh: 
a ſhocking ſight is it to ſee men, to ſee ſinners, v 
boaſt of their reaſon and underſtanding, laughing an 
making a mock at that, for which Chriſt bled a 
died; to ſee them without reſtraint indulging in ſ 
which grieves the Spirit, crucifies the Saviour afreſ! 
and inſults reaſon and religion! Is it not to be feare: 
nay, is it not certain, that God will laugh at yourc 
lamity, and mock when your fear cometh ? * 
4. Is the power of fm. fo great: hence we n 
fee the neceſſity for much humility. Our attainment 
may — I rin our evidence of mow c 
ma ingular and endearing, ( 
ſhould we lie abs reflect, when we Za, that 
carry ſtill about with us a body of fin and death ? 
4. What ſhall I ſay to the ſerious mind, who 
really affected with a ſenſe of fin, and ho earneſ 
withes pr — from it ? Do * 
rſh and ſevere things againſt you 
Ava that your — the divi 
dark and 3 —_ yg 
perienced the prevalence we not way! 
defponding hts. God has 
does. Your cafe is not fingular. 
all Sis children, have gone before 
tract. If you ſow in tears with 
Mall reap in joy. Give not over 
fare ; for in due time you ſhall reap, if you 


for ſin; but were they ever ſeen weeping or mourr 
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Believe that there remains a reſt for the people of 
God, after all the toils and fatigues of their preſent _ 
journey. Labour therefore in every duty after a due 
preparation for entering on that eternal reſt, where 
jou ſhall no more be oppreſſed with a body of fin 
and death; but uſhered into the glorious liberty of 
the ſons of God, you ſhall enjoy perfect repoſe in the 
boſom of your Father, in Chriſt Jeſus, to whom be 
praiſe and glory for ever. Amen. | 
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Leit ur labour, therefore, to enter into that rel, 
, teſt any man fall after the ſame ram 
S 
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HE richeſt, and moſt ſtriking, meta lan- 
guage bas been employed by the ter 
writers to us an idea 25 Heavenly ſtate. k 
s called a — not made with — —— 
heavens; an inheritance that ſhall be forevery. the cit 
of the living God; a crown of righteouſneſs; c 
of glory that fadeth not aways and 2 kingdom 0 
which there ſhall be no end. In the text it is ” 
ſented as a ſtate of reſt, or repoſe. This is an alluk 
to mn memorable zwmm in the Jewiſh and 1 
. uſed with fingular propriety by the apoſtle, to give lit 
_ Hebrews at leaſt a faint idea of that feliciey whic 
the goſpel preſented to their view. Freedom Trot 
ſlavery in Egypt; a termination to the tedious and la 
rious fatigues in the wilderneſs; an eſtabliſhed ref 
the fertile and flouriſhing-la 
at once familiar and 1 
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So xv." - Se 
om the chariots'and en of Pharaoh; the 
wat aurended their paſſage through the Red Sea, ind 
ſwellings of z andthe tranquilkty tit followed 
de wars and Coils of forty years ſpent in defert and 
tckleſs paths. It ſurely cannot fail to afford 
if not faperior pleafure to the Chriſtian, who is wreſt- 
ing with a body of fin and death, to be aifured that 
heaven is like wiſe an end to his with his un- 
ruly paſſions, tothe temptations of the world, to the op- 
rolition of his ſpiritual enemies, and to the trials and 
iftictions of life. This ſeems to be the precife idea 
contained in che text from the veiſe immediately pre- 
ceding it. „ For he that is entered into reſt 
u alſo ceaſed from his own works, as God did fro 
« his.” When God cavſed order and beauty to. 
ſpring from the dark and formleſs maſs, by exerting” 
his creative 4 when he had filled every region 
of the univerſe with proofs of his wiſdom and good- 
neſs ; it is Taid, ® he reſted from all his works, which + 
* he had made pleaſed with the exten | 
of his beneficence and power. In like manner, man, 
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when he thall have completed the ſtruggle with his 
unruly paſſions j when he thalf, dy the of ' his _ 
God, have the temptati 3 


den be ſhall have received 
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. The. paſſwns are implanted in man for the beſt and 
nobleſt, purpoſes ; they create all that uſeful aQiyi 
which we every where behold, Hence they have 
been called, The elements. of life. While unde 
ſtrict and regular goverment ; while ſubdued by the 
Spirit, and obedient to the word of God, they are the 
Tource of whatever is great and intereſting in the 
hiſtory of man: but, when miſapplied, when they 
are not ſubject to the grace of God, they become the 
origin of all that deforms and embitters human life, 
The irreſiſtible lightning of heavefi is not more 
deſtructive to the beauty of the ſpring, than the di. 
order of the paſſions to the felicity of man. To com- 
bat, and with firmneſs and reſolution to conquer 
them, is the firſt and principal part of the warfare in 
which we are, as the heirs of the grace of life, engaged. 
But to obtain this 2 requires ſtrength more 
than human. Unlefs God be for us, in vain ſhall we 
begin the unequal conteſt. We may as ſdon think 
to conquer the world with our own ſingle arm, as con- 
quer the weakeſt paſſion in our breaſts, without the 
"ſtrength and power of our God. Even when his 
grace is vouchſafed, to obtain a conqueſt over ou! 
own hearts requires many a vigilant and painful 
effort. It is compared in ſcripture to. the plucking 
cout a right eye; to the cutting off a right hand. 
The moſt auſtere and rigid diſcipline becomes 'necel- 
ſary ; moſt vigorous and unremitting attention mult 
be employed: the leaſt relaxation is dangerous, We 
tnuſt ever be on the watch to keep our hearts with 
all diligence; for out of them are the iſſues of life. 
In every advancing ſtage of the divine life; in every 
rt of our ſanctiſcation, this attention is hi 
requiſite. -For even in our moſt confirmed ſtate, ths 
ſoul is in danger from the ſtreugth and power of latent 
corruption. In the beſt regulated breaſts, like nor- 
ious weeds in the beſt cultivate foil, the corruptions 
of the heart ſpring up and retard the growth of the 
religious aſſections. Often have the moſt eminent 
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ſerrants of God experienced” tus. A diffinguiſhed 


ders warring againſt the the law of his mind, andbrin 
ing him into ivity to the law of fin, which was 
his members. It was for that reaſon he 
bitter complaint, expreſlive of the burden and ſorrow 
de felt, occaſioned by ſuch diſcord and oppoſition. 
« 0 wretched man that I am! who ſhall 
from the body of this death ?* How often does a 
ſerious view of the parity of the divi Re WE 
trictneſs of divine juſtice on the one handy 
bling view of the frailties and failures of h 
ture, the remembrance of guilt, the — 
ſenſibility of heart, and the coldneſs and bee — 
iffections on the other, all aribng from 
ind power of inward corruption, deprive 88 | 
| we mind of confidence, fill it with darkneſs and do 
ind create much anxiety during its warfare on earth 
in the experience of the Chriſtian are ſerious 
ind vexing moments ; many arduous from 
the firſt ſteps of the divine life to that advanced 
ſation, when he ean fay with a modeſt fatisfaQtion, 
lam now ready to be offered up, and the time of 
my departure is at hand. I have fought the 
N 2 
ir 

Massen then, is ® place of faf APY (ng 
tious conteſts ; from ſuch painful ſtruggles with the 
corruptions of our defj y wicked and deceitful 
hearts. It preſents us with a ſcene of 


1 No diſcordant diſturbs the 
ng eee the 2 ts 
ple. =" "The ſeit pate, nike Be 
ruptions ſhall be unknown, and unſelt. 
and concord for ever reign. When 
cloſe of life, the Pattle ceaſes; cory and imp 
ap To reflect ton OI 
with victory, is a pleaſant ing eee jy 
nonals: but what i 2 conqueror, ſurounded _ 
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the ſplendour of military glory, compared withaChiil. 


tian entering heaven'in complete triumph; having te- 
ceived by the power of his Almighty Redeemer, the x 


maſtery in all things; having been enabled to fight the 
good fight of faith? He enters into that reſt which 
Chriſt purchaſed and has gone before to prepare; a reſt 
from human folly and from human paſſion. Perhaps 
long and ferious wasthe conteſt. Much anxiety, many 
perplexing hours aroſe from the engagement; Often 
did the Chriſtian flee to a throne of grace, beſeeching 
heaven to make him ſtrong in the TON and in the 
er of his might Often did he walk and pray that 
e might obtain the goverment of himſelf. His 
perils, however, are now at an end. He has now 
finiſhed his voyage of life, where contending elements 
had often tended to diſtract his mind; where ruin 
and devaſtation appeared thick and frequent around 
him; he enters into his haven of reſt ; the white robe, the 
palm of victory, and the crown of righteouſneſs ſhall 
be brought forth to adorn him, as more than a con- 
queror through him who loved and died for him. 
2. Heaven is a reſt from the temptations of the 
world. The corruptions of the heart, and the temp- 
tations of ſenſe, ſeem to have formed a conſpiracy 
againſt our repoſe. 'Fhe one aflails from within, the 
other attacks us from without. Ever finoce the 
apoſtacy and diſobedience of the firſt man, the cor- 
ruptions of the heart have formed a league among 
themſelves to rule the ſoul with deſpotic ſway. The 
world is a foe no leſs formidable to our religious in- 
tereſts and happineſs. In our earlieſt entrance on 
exiſtence, it preſents the young and inexperi 
mind with a ſcene of deception, that too often proves 
fatal in the cloſe of life. It grows with our growth, 
and ftrengthens with our ſtrength. While in the 
world, we are ever in danger of proſtituting our 
time, our powers, and our talents, in the purſuit and 
acquiſition of vanity. | Nothing appears in its genuine 
| light. The deluſion is ſpread deep on every ſur- 


% 


rounding objecx. Nothing but the word and Spirit 
of God can ſtrip the temptations of the world of 
their dark diſguiſe, Nothing but the ſufficiency of 
his almighty arm can enable us to refuſe that cup 
of faſcination, which the world, with winning addreſs, 
holds out to us; nothing but this can enable us to 
keep the direct path of duty, where temptations thick- 
en around us; where they flatter on purpoſe to be- 
tay; where they diſplay their treacherous beaut in, 


the moſt diſtinguiſhed ſervants of God have been 


happineſs muſt we then feel, tobe removedat a diſtance 
from ſuch a trying, dangerous, and enſnaring ſcene ! 
where the graces of the Spirit, like plants in an un- 
mtural climate, ſeldom flouriſh; where every thing 


and ſuffer a fad decay. | 
Heaven then tis this rw of reſt : It opens to us' 
an unmoleſted retreat 


tion the Chriſtian retires ; he enters into reſt; and, 
untroubled, from the quiet manſions of blifs' be- 
holds the ſtorm of temptation and fin raging below. 
Placed beyond the reach of every hoſtile 'attack, he 
reſts from his labours, and his works do follow him. 
Nothing ſhall deceive, nothing ſhall defile, in all the 
Mount of God: Heaven is not an enemy's ground, 
bit a manſion of veſt prepared by your beſt friend and 
Redeemer for your reception. There you ſhall not 
dread the wiles or flratagems of any foe. Your ſafety 
ſhall be in him who is the munition of rocks. Tour 


vorld ; your affectiqns ſhall no more be miſplaced, 
or waſted in the purſuit of ſhadows: “ God ſhall 

dwell in you, and, lead you to fountains of living 
water.“ n 


ind every ſpiritual enemy. 
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order to work our ruin. In ſuch a perilous ſituation,, 


ſeen to ſtagger, or to draw back for a ſcaſon. What 


tends to retard their growth ; where they often ſieken 


rom the blaſting influence of 
temptation. From a ſcene of perplexing intoxica- 


hearts ſhall no more be divided between God and the 


3. Heaven is a reſt from the oppoſition of Satan, 
Ky FT 095 LIES 122 
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Were inward. corruptions, or the temptations « 
the world, the only enemies we had to encounter 
victory would not be ſo difficult an acquiſition. | 
on the fide of theſe powerful opponents ſtand a com 
bined hoſt of inveterate foes, waiting, with deep root 
ed malice, to deſtroy both our and our happi 
neſs. © They are come down, ſaith the ſcripture, * hay 
ing great wrath, becauſe they know they have by 
%a ſhort time.” Our adverſary goech about Lie 
roaring hon, ſeeking whom he may devour. W 
have to ſtand againſt the wiles of the devil; toquend 
the darts of the wicked one. How | 
_ field, where ſuch infernal hoſtilities take place; wher 

the combat is ſo unequal? © For we. wreſtle ne 
« againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt principalities ani 
« powers; againſt the rulers of darkneſs of thi 
« world; againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places. 
He who deceived our firſt parents, waits only a fit or 
zortunity to deceive * He, who ſtood at the righ 

of Joſhua the high prieſt to reſiſt him, ſland 
in oppoſition to reſiſt you. He that provoked Dari 
to number the people, will alſo try to tempt you tc 
| leantoyourown underftanding,toplaceyour confidence 
in the fleſh. He that fought to. plague; and to de 
roy the patriarch Job, will ſeek to plague and de 
ſtroy you. He that tempted our Lord, will-alfo mc 
leſt you with his moſt violent and artful at 

He * put it into the heart of Judas to betray h 
maſter, will endeavour to ſeduce you from e 
attachment to your Lord. He that. put it. into the 
beart of Ananias to lie unto the Holy Ghoſt, wi 
alſo try ta put it into your hearts to deal treacherouſ 
with God and your own ſouls. —In poſſeſſion of f 
much art, ſuperior in. ſtrength, and impelled on witl 
malignity of deſign, nothing inferior to an omnipe 

tent arm can ſuſtain you in theſe fiery trials, Believe 
it, on erery hand the ruin of your integrity is threate! 
ed: for ſhould theſe enemies fail in their attack in 
one quarter, they will try every method and ſtrat 

- gen 
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ns em to render you vulnerable; then to undermine 
nterW.cor hopes; and, laſt of all, to fink you in perdition. 
Vith additional fury they will repeat their aſſaults, 
nd labour, by every effort within the reach of their 


» encompaſs you with the ſnares of death. Think 
t that you are ſecure, becauſe your danger is un- 
en. What more inviſible than the thunderbolt of 
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ven ? What more inviſible than the ſtroke of the 
quake? And yet, do not theſe often overwhelm 
ench th unexpected and irretrievable ruin. From ſuch 


brmidable and malignant foes; from a ſcene of ſuch 
anger and alarm, the Chriſtian enters into reſt— 
ito the peaceful abodes of the bleſſed, where he 
an bid defiance to all his enemies Beyond the 
me, no weapon can wound, no infernal enemy 
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nnoy. Eternal quiet and ſerenity ſurround. the 
one of God. Inſtead of combating the inviſible 
rig wers of darkneſs, the ſaint ſhall be united, in di- 


ne eternal friendſhip, with angels and the ſpirits of 
uſt men made perfecl. Theſe thall ever exert their 
luperior powers, in making him happy by unceaſing 
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le of all,) the Saviour of men, who now beholds the 
nts travelling to heaven, through much tribulation, 
taking it by violence,” ſhall then ſolace them with 
us preſence, ſurround them with perpetual tranquil- 
ty, and ſecure their endleſs felicity. 
But, in the laſt place, heaven is a reſt from the 
1s and aMiCtions of life. "651 
The particulars which we have already mentioned, 
re among the chief of thoſe diffionities from which 
are freed by our entrance on the heavenly ſtate 
but, diſtin from theſe are the trials and afflictions 
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born to trouble, as the ſparks fly upwards ; that his 
life hangs in doubt before him; that moſt of this 
days are ſorrow, and travel, and grief.” Our own 
perience well accords * this language, and ſoon 
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nalice, to ſurround you with the error of the wicked: 


ts of love. Add to this (which is moſt comfort-. 


life. The word of God informs us, that © man is 


a | convinces _ 


* 
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convinces us that, from the wailing” ftate of in 

to the concluding ſcenes of infirm and decli 

age, the life of aa is ot elfe, in many reſp 
but a mournful ——ů Soar + = 
into the world at prefent, what ſtation, what ( 
tion in life is there, which may not be compared | 


a ceaſeleſs warfare ? And the more we look back « 
the annals of time, do not we a e with the ſage 
and hiſtorians, who have gone before us, in pn 


nouneing the hiſtory of the human race a continutd? 


gedy. The Ga has trials and afflictiont, ſent 


divine providence, peculiar to himſelf. It is well hei 
aſſured that theſe are among his chartered pri 

Elſe foon would his ſpirits fink and his faith E N N 
miſeries and diſtreſs often arife to him, from * 
nections he has formed in life ! He fees them wi 
out the fear of God, or any ſenſe of re igion 
preſſed on their minds. He fees them li 

out God, and without hope in the world. This is 
fruitful and painful ſource of uneaſineſs to the ſe 


Chriſtian. He ſtands perhaps connected with fon 
by ties ſtrong and binding, whom he has reaſon 
fear are reſerved to the day of wrath, and the righ 
ous revelation of God. No ſorrow can befal tl 

who touch us on way without infliting 


wound into our heart. we-rejoice with them t! 


do rejoice, we are alſo called to vow with thoſe wi 


weep. But, ſhould the Chriſtian feel no anxi 


from the ſtate and circumſtances of thoſe with whon 


| Providence has nearly connected him ! Should 


prove to him, what they ever ought to be, pillars « 
reſt or the balm of life? Yet they have no contin 


ance here. The 8 pledges of our love; 
moſt endeared friends; d ff on every ſide, and 
the ſervant of God the ſad ſurvivor of happier « 
He often ſtands alone in the ſolitary place, to 

their ſudden and mournful departure. But, ſho 


no uneafineſs, no aſſſiction ariſe to the Chriſtian iro! 
theſe near and tender connections in life 3 yet v 


* 
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an protoct him from the malice and oppoſition of a 
yorld that lieth in wickedneſs? © Ye are not of the 
world, and therefore, the w hateth you.” 
Hatred, variance, and ſtrife often in a formi- 
ble array againſt vs, prepared to pierce us through 
th many ſorrows, and embitter the remaining parts 
our journey. He who would live godly in Chriſt 
ſus muſt lay his account with perſecution from the 
orld ; ſo it perſecuted Chriſt himſelf, his prophets, 
bis apoſtles, and righteous ſervants, ever ſince the 
uſe of truth was maintained on earth. But ſhould 
he diſciple of Jeſus be happy enough to eſcape the 
| nature of the world, yet there remains a ſource 
f forrow and diſtreſs behind—the fluQuation 
ad inconſtancy of human affairs. This, of itſelf, 
il be ſufficient to give the ſevereſt wounds to a re- 
efting mind. We ſet out in liſe with intemperate 
mdneſs; but we proceed not far in our progreſs 
en we are called to experience diſappointment, in 
ir moſt flattering and vine hopes ; our fine 
> beſt concerted ſchemes proving abortive. z and 
dreams of happineſs evaniſhing into nothing. 
But ſuppoſe all theſe to anſwer our expectations z 
ypoſe they ſhould attend us for a ſeaſon; alas! like 
beauty of the ſpring, when blaſted by the noxious 
ule, they ſoon diſappear, and leave behind them 
ling memorials of decay. Inconſtancy and change 
ſtamped upon every earthly enjoyment. The affairs 
life are in continual motion around us. This mo- 
and pro- 
groan under 


neftions, all combine to render the world; a diſ- 
ling ſeeneß a troubleſome warfare. If in this 
ile only we have hope, we are of all men moſh 
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Heaven then is a place of reſt, and a happy concly 
Hon to theſe afflictions and ſorrows. ' There the t 
mults of the world are huſhed, and all its cares ar 
diſtreſſing ſorrows loſt in endleſs oblivion ; or, i 
they are remembered at all, they only ſerve to gir 
the redeemed in heaven a more exquiſite reliſh « 
eternal reſt. There the wicked ceaſe from trouil the 
« bling, and the weary be at reſt.” There t 
treachery, or miſconduct of friends; the hatred « 
the world; the changes of life ſhall never diſtut! 
or interrupt our repoſe. © Now we ſow in tears 
« but then we ſhall reap in joy.“ Our preſent affi 
tions ſhall be an introduction to an exceeding 
and an eternal weight of glory. Leaving behind y 
a ſky boiſterous and inclement, where nothing but 
univerſal gtoom often appeared, we ſhall enter int 
that happy world where © light is, indeed, ſown! 
the Sa} and gladneſs to the upright in heart, 

This ſeems to be the ſimple and natural view oft 
heavenly reſt which is directly implied in the tet 
And does not even this ſhort, and imperfect vi 
ſtrengthen the faith and enliven the deſires of tt 
Chriſtian pilgrim ?-Keeping in your eye the gloriou 
objects ſet before you, are you not inceſſantly labou 
ing to obtain the poſſeſſion of them? Thinking ne 
that you have attained, or are already perfect, pte 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling 
God in Chrift Jeſus. Live much under the pow 
of the world to come. The hope of this heave! 
reſt will cheer your drooping ſouls in hours of de 
forrow ; will lighten the heavy burdens of life; v 
ſmooth the rugged path you have till to tra 
and inſpire you with fortitude to combat every co 
tending foe. Labour to attain the lively exerciſe 
faith in the great realities of an unſeen world. Dr 
often on that pleaſant and happy land of promiſe. / 
comfortable ſenſe of your intereſt in Jeſus, who 
now preparing manſions of eternal repoſe to all 1 
followers, will reconcile you to every fi | 
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penſation of. providence, and enable: to ſubmit 
with cheerfulneſs to the loſs of your choiceſt earthly 
bleſſings. Think. on that happy ſtate, where you 
ſhall never be in danger of loſing the objects of your 

affections, where you ſhall be delivered from all ſin, 
and corruption, and enjoy your God and Saviour in 
the heights of happineſs for ever. Bleſſed are the 
« dead that die in the Lord; they reſt from their: 
« ]abours and their works do follow them. Be ye 
« therefore followers of thoſe, who through faith and. 
« patience do-now inherit. the promiſes.” They were 
once pilgrims and ſtrangers on earth as you now are; 
ol they wreſtled, and laboured, and fought, and obtain- 
(d the victory. And you ſhall alſo overcome through 
the blood of the Lamb, and at laſt ſhall be admitted 
into that heavenly ſtate, where the wicked ceaſe 
« from troubling, and where the weary are at reſt.” 
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HzBREws, iv. 11. 


Let us labour, therefore, to enter into that ro, 


4 all h le 
2 * after A of 


F in this life only,” ſays the apoſtle Paul, * we 
„% had hope in ritt, r 
% moſt miſerable.” Expoſed to man temp- 
tations3 called to contend with an hoſt 4 and at 
times opprefſed with fears and perplexities, the heart 
of the "Ghritian traveller would ſoon faint, and his 
| hands turn feeble, if he enjoyed not the proſpect of 
{weet.repoſe after all the toils and dangers of his pi 
grimage. Unbelief may ſometimes ſo far prevail 
as to raiſe doubts in his mind concerning his intereſt 
in the promiſe of eternal reſt. Loſing fight of the 
heavenly country, to which he is bending his unre- 
mitting courſe, he begins to fear that he hal 
come ſhort of the reſt which remains for the people 
of God. In this perplexed and fearful fituation, the 
promiſes of ſtrength equal to his day, are Dll to be 
ſweet and refreſhing. He knows = 


obtain the crown of wary if he fight 10 for] it: 
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Lows that he ſhall never enter into the manfions 
of eternal repoſe, if he perſevere not in the path of 
duty; to him the exhortation in our text comes with 
peculiar : Labour, therefore, to enter into 
« that reſt, leſt any man fall after the fame example 
« of unbelief.” - | 1.3 act 51% 4 * 
In laſt diſcourſe, I endeavoured to illuſtrate the hap- 
ſineſs of the heavenly world, as repreſented to our 
new in our text under the idea of a ftate of reſt. 
Heaven, it was obſerved, is a reſt from-all our pre- 
ent ſtruggles with our unruly s. It is a ſcene 
of perfect tranquillity ; there, the ſtrife of paſhons, 
and the ſtrength of corruptions ſhall be unknown and 
unfelt. It is alſo a reſt the temptations of the 
world, Heaven opens to us an unmoleſted retreat 
from the blaſting influence of temptation. - There, 
the frowns and the ſmiles of this vain world ſhall'be 
no more; the fiery darts of the wicked one ſhall ne- 
rer reach that happy place. Beſides, heaven is a reſt 
from all the trials and afflictions of this life; it wa 4 
happy concluſion to all our ſorrows. There the tu- 
mults of the world are over, and all its cares and dif-- 
reſſes loſt in endleſs oblivio ; or, if remembered, 
they only ſerve to render this reſt more ſweet and , 
refreſhing. I now proceed, $225 4 00+ +; 


taken of the heavenly reſt, we are the more 
s enter on this part of the loo 


preater probability of ſacceſs, to 9m — 
r pro cee re your com 

ance with it. For ion — 176” wr | 
tual, unleſs ſomꝭ object of conſequence is brought 
into view. Men will ever exert themſelves in pro- 
portion to the value and im of the objects, 
to the poſſeſſion of which their defires are directed. 
The Spirit of God knows they can ſeldom be rouſed, 
dy trivial and inſignificant objects. r | 
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therefore, always places ſomething great; i intereſting 
and permanent, before our eyes, in order to exei 
us to be ſervent in ſpirit, ferving the Lord. Such i 
the reſt, which we have juſt now deſcribed. Is it 
not great, intereſting, and permanent? ( . 

1. When the Chriſtian labours to enter into reſt, 
he bas u firm belief in the reality and exiſtence 0 
uch areſt. 

The to whom (his exhvriitiow wana flak 
addreſſed, entertained a firm and ſteady faith of u fu- 
ture and glorious. reſt awaiting the people of God 
They believed that Jeſus had gone into heaven, as 
their forerunner and advocate, to re a plate 0 
reſt for them. They felt themſelves begotten again 
to the lively hope of an inheritance, incorruptible,.un. 
defiled, and that fadeth nat aways Th, Med under 


the daily influenee of this hope 
the power of that ! faith, he is —— 


4 things not ſeen, the ſubſtance of 1 her „ 
When we labour to enter into chat reſt, hee, 
nee 
without an 
given to the teſtimony of God, in pits For any 
part of. tlie goſpel to profit our ſouls,” ' A 
there were ten thouſand . hearens, if we- dif} not be- 
lieve in their reality and exiſtence, 2 3 11 
yauld. haue our temper 
If we — 1 into this reſt, we _ 
think much of heaven ; ke HO _ 
with us in our our thoughts. pra 
ve muſt riſe to the owl ty can yr rity of 
2 to the anew Jeruſalem: If we vevet 
2 if we do not ix dur me- 
ö ed manſions; if our hopes 
und. aF-Qions never — of God 3 
our views are never extended the Iimits of 
this-world ; in rennen ſaid 0s labour to 
enter into this reſt. . 


2. e labour c enter ind this vel, * 
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plies that we are earneſt to obtain the end we have in 
view. Earneſtneſs of ſpirit is the foundation of all 
the uſeful labours of man. It muſt” mingle its in- 
fluence in the acquiſition of thing that is im- 
portant. Where an earneſt ſpirit is wanting, little 
that is either LE or beneficial to ſociety can be 
produced. en it exiſts and operates with full 
force, almoſt nothing is inſurmountable to man. But 
when an earneſt ſpirit flows from faith, from the 
WM grace of God in the heart; when it becomes a divine 
and religious principle, to what extent of obedience 
and love will it not carry a man? « I-can do all 
things,“ ſays Paul, through Chriſt ſtrengthening 
« me.” The Chriſtian, when invigorated by an ear- 
neſtneſs of ſpirit, is ſeen to perform actions that lay 
claim in ſome meaſure to immortality. He riſes 
above himſelf, and appears in a commanding and re- 
ſpectable light. The moment he conſiders himſelf as 
conneCted with both worlds—with eternity as well as 
time, he feels his mind ready for every word 
and work. He begins to know then what it is to be 
deeply affected in a good cauſe ; to contend earneſtly - 
for the faith, and to be zealous towards God. It is 
impoſſible, if the faith of the goſpel be in our hearts; 
for us ever to diſcover a coldneſs and languor, en 
an eternal weight of glory is the prize in views!” Ie 
there a period in our lives, at which we wiſh to make 
a timely retreat from the world; when we \flatter 
ourſelves with the poſſeſſion of all the tranquil cir» 
cumſtances of old age. To attain this what ceaſe-! 
leſs toil do we not employ ? Is not this the end e 
all our labours, “ our fare travel under the ſun?” | 
With what ingenuity, with what earneſtneſs'do'we 
invent means, form ſchemes, to arrive at this calm 
and undiſturbed ſtation? And ſhall the momentarx 
retirement which precedes the cloſe of life give riſe 
to ſuch buſtle and activity; and ſhall we remain care- 
leſs about being put in poſſeſſion, not of 'a temporal 
retreat only, but of a perpetual ſanctuary of repaſe, 
rh tad , 11 200d 
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in the preſence of God? Shall che wen ef the worl 


of the Spirit of God, to diſcover the utmoſt vigour 


- muſt. Would we with to be 


| "of bliſs with: folded arms? Is the world 4 than 
172 T honour, 


_ praiſe af his Redeemer. He fecls 


loſe fight of no purpoſe which they deſign; aud no 
naſſion gratify ? To their outward idols 
ſnall they ſacriſce the night and the 7 and yet 
Chriſtians ſit down in indolence and floth? Shall the 
children of this world be wiſer than the children of 
light? Let us then difcover an earneſtneſs 

tioned to the objects we have in view; for, 2 | 
anxious with ; if no earneſt defire poſſeſs our — 
truſt me, the gate of heaven will for ever be ſhut 
againſt us. Immortal reſt is too valuable a bleiling, 
and purchaſed at too dear « rate to be beſtowed on : 
mind that never felt one generous, one longing e- 
fire after it. To labour then to enter ints reſt is, yn- 
der the influence of divine faith, and dy the aſliſtance 


Fe 


of mind — in he work tndfes 


vice of God. 


3. When we labour t0 enter into this reſt tis 
plies d ce. 

we wiſh to be h on earth, apply we 
ppy in heaven; it is 


equally neceſſary not to be flothful in buſiveſa, but 


-ſervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. It is the hand of 


e, the-diligent that maketh rich in ſpiritual as well 1. 


temporal concerns: Slothfulneſs,” ſays Saen, 
* caſteth into a deep ſleep. It proves an inſus- 
mountable obſtruction to re 

men; and can we think to reach the manſions 


only on the indultrious 


taſted that the Lord is gracious, reaſons aſter a dif- 

ferent manner. He feels the love of 2 

fully conſtraining him to live to the ho 
and reaſons with 


* W 9 | * 
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timſeſf—if he were to five ten ö, vue in tht 
world z and if de ſt reer erte 
angels, they would al be tho to de employed in, 
id . to the ſervice of him v forecingd die 
for him. A loving foul will 4ways be w williagg'a 
diligent and an obedient foul. The time was when 
he knew what” it was to be diligens in the ſervice of 
fn and of Satan. Reftleſs, he hurried on from one 
xtof finful obedience to another; but ever ſince divine 
love touched his heart; ever fince Jeſus arreſted 
him in his mad career of wickedneſs, and opened his 
eyes to ſee his guilty ſtate, he has been zealous and di- 
lgent in the work of his God. This diligence indeed 
not deGgned to merit at the hand of God: No; 
he knows when he has done all, he is ſtill an 
table ſervant. . His obedience I e | 
tural expreſſions of gratitude which he causa in, : 
for the countleſs 6 407 his God and Saviour be- 
ſows, Hle is diligent, becauſe he is pardoned; he 
s diligent becauſe Chriſt is formed in him the hope 
of glory, he is diligent becauſe he has the Spirit of 
Chriſt dwelling in him; he is diligent, becauſe be is 
made an heir of the grace of life; he is diligent, becauſe 
dis Saviour was ſo diligent, ſo intent in plucking him ass 
2 brand from the burning. Animated by theſe b 
tives he thinks he can never—never do too much for Tr 
Chriſt. The more that divine love is contemplated 4 - 
the more it warms the heart; the more will it call 
forth the active powers of man, and place themo | 
their original and worthieft objects. This has been its 
miform effe& in all ages of the church. Hence terms, 
7 imply the HroogeFexentions — man 1 __ 
in {criptuſe/to give us an idea of Chriſtian,activiry 
Ve are 4 to watch, to ſtrive, to run, to fight; © 
to wreſtle. When, therefore, we remain in ſtate f 
of ſupineneſs; when we do not diſcover diligence in | 
mking our calling and election ſure; little do we 
think that we are acting in direct oppokition to the 
temper and ſpirit of the goſpel, and in oppoſition to 
the 
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the wiſdom of heaven, which preſcribes nothing-in 
vain; little do we think that we are grieving the 
Spirit, which is deſigned to ſeal us unto. the day of 


redemption-; little do we think that we argycrucifyi - ing lif 
the Lord. of life afreſh, and putting him to open the 
ſhame ; little do we think that we are attempting to WF *<4 
render his labours ineffectual; to obſſruct the tri. ne 
umphs of his croſs from ſpreading far and wide over i the 
the world; and thereby to diminiſh his joy; and $ 


even endeavouring to tear the laurels of victory from 
his ſacred temples. Let us then gird up the loing of 
our mind; let us quit ourſelves like men: Be not in- o 
timidated to make haſte to keep the commandments of 
your God: Our powers may be feeble, our reſblu- 
tions may be unſtable as water; from heaven we 
have the aſſurance of freſh ſupplies of the divine Spirit 
to ſtrengthn our weakneſs; to confirm dur reſolutions; 
and to keep alive the warmth of every devout and 
religious affection. While ſuch aſſiſtance is afforded, Anima 
let us cheerfully embrace it, and in our lives bring 
forth the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs. We em- 
bark with ardour in the adventurous ſchemes of ore, 
life, without the promiſe of ſuch aid. Single, and 
unſupported, we ſtrain every nerve in finiſhing our 
own darling purſuits. Why then remain, litelels} 
and unconcerned, when the veracity of heaven is 
_ pledged to give power proportioned to our frailty, 
Ak, and it thall be given yon; ſeek, and du ſhall 
, 0 find; knock, and it ſhall be opened eg is the 
benevolent call of heaven. In every mal; 
in every difficulty, the Spirit waiteth to Mein cars 2 
infirwities,., He is ever ready to ſtretch {orth anon 
nipotent, though inyiſible arm, to ſaccownus whey ; 
we ate tempted; to make his grace ſufficient for en! 
and to crown our every ſtruggle in the cauſe of truth 
with ſucceſs. ——From this train of thought you wm 
ſee that an indolent, lifeleſs, Chriſtian. is.as great an 

_ abſurdity, as to ſay a dark ſun, or a ſultry winters... 
4. When we labour to enter into hi * 

„ 1 755 ; VT. 


ies that we perſevere, eyer keeping our eye ſteadily 


upon it. * 4 1 Re 
a the attainment of every impor 
life, perſeverance becomes abſolutely - 
the ordinary affairs of the world, nothing is, ꝙ can, 
acquired, without the moſt ſteady perſeverance. 
ninence in knowledge; eminence in every thing, 
the effeck of what? Not of a few accaſional 
"Its 3 but of an uninterrupted care and attention. 
nd, in religious concerns can we think it not neceſ- 
ary ? Shall we obſerve it in the moſt trifling pur- 
ſuits on earth, but n as eternal reſt is in New, 
it uſeleſs ani improper. Such a concluſion 


a meetneſs for the heavenly reſt ; the Spirit of God 
les us to abbund more and more, and fogrow in 
ce and in the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſi sche Lord. 


ul atisfied with former attaĩnments; but, forgetting 
e things that are paſt, and reaching to thoſe 3 
ore, we preſs towards the mark for the prize of 
Wi: high calling of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Ne become more and more perfect with the Lord, 

Uing in his. ſtatutes and keeping his commantd- 
nts, not for a day, or any ſtated portion F our 
me, but to the end. The graces of the Mien 


view, we muſt conſider our, religious con- 


bengtk to ſtrength in a regular _caurſe of ſpiritual 
Improvement, till we att in the ſtature of perfect 
men in Chriſt Jeſus,” For, ſhould we begin a re- 


lat is this but to raiſe a fuperſſructure only in part, 


& rolence of the top; Ty building to-day, and 


e xx t 


W: 2bſurd and irrational. Perſevere we mult, as. the 
mnd meanof gray ee this reſt. In theacquiſitiop 


Animatedby the principles of the divine life, we do not 


? reſemble the ligbt of the morning, which | 
n "6 and brighter to the perfect day. JH 


vous courſe, aud not advance by a perſe vering ſpirit, 


na then fooh(hly leave it to totter anddecay, expoſed 
n every hand to the inclemency of the weather, and _ 


pulling . 


ens 23, the Thief buſineſs. in life; and go off: from | 


- a — 
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pulling down to-morrow, we ſhall never rear 4 te lhoug 
pe fapthe reſidence of the Holy Spirit in out foul f the 
ake me not, if you imagine I call you to a pa 
ſeverance that ſhall know not the leaſt languor or i 
terruption. Fatal experience convinces us that it 
but rarely vouchſafed to man. But nothing bindet 
our application in the Chriſtian life, from reſembin 
the circulation of the blood in the natural. It da 
not always and at all times flow with equal briſknel 
Tt has not always the ſame tongs lied vigour; b 


it never ceaſes, and death alonggs what puts a peri 
10 its activity. If we would! to enter into re 
in this manner, we muſt, « by a patient continuand 
„in well-doing, ſeek for glory, honour, and imme 
* tality—we muſt continue faithful unto deathz” wi 
a conſtant pace, labouring to enter into that reſt th 
awaiteth the people of God. And, in order to 
gage us to obſerve this perſevering, this earneſt, a 
diligent ſpirit in the ſervice of our Redeemer, 


Dread 
but 
rath 

jt a | 
ach a 
in a 

gea 
Vitnet 


I ſhall now illuſtrate the motive ſuggeſted in t| 
text. Leſt any man fall, after the ſame example 
&« unbelief.” A ſerious conſideration of this motni 
for a few moments, will ſhow us how requiſue it 
3 make religion our chief and principal bufineſ 
life. LN 4h . * 72" 

We learn from it that, without a conſtant attenti gs; 1 
to the ſtate of our ſouls, we ſhall for ever be exclu 
ed from the preſence of God. This is clerk demat 
ſtrated by a ſtriking fact in the hiſtory of the Jews, 
which the text alludes. When God had brought ü 
children of Iſrael out of Egypt, and manifeſted is 
conquering power in the many miracles wrought « 
purpoſe to confirm their faith, in the tedious and! 
tiguing journey through the wilderneſs : theſe . 
gular interpoſitions of the divine favour, inſtead hen 
rendering them docile and obedient, made dhe 
more turbulent and rebellious. Although they yn; 
- faſted the divine bounty in a miraculous manner; 
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tough. they bad received freſh and frequent tokens 
# the Al hty's protection and favour; yet, ſtub- 
born and ſtif-necked, th yielded not that affent to 
he divine promiſes, which the leaſt ſenſe of duty ſp 
vudly called for; they difbelieved the Moſt High, and 
ell dreadful victims to their own Yr beak impiety. 
This is a memorable event in the iſtory of the 
orld, and demonſt rates, in che moſt alarming man- 

c the fatal and dangerous couſequences of diſbe- 
ering the veracity of Nel Think not then that 
the t reatenings of God are weak and impotent. 
readful is the deluſton, when we think, he has ſaid 
| but will not perform; that he has rexcaled his 
rath from heaven, but will not inflict it. 5 
t a peruſal of the hiſtory of providence contradi 
ich a raſh and preſumptuous concluſion ? What is 
in a thouſand inſtances but a hiſtory of the divine 
enge ance, powered down on the workers of iniquity. 
Nitneſs the ruin af the fallen angels; the fatal 
poſtacy of man ; the ſubyerſion of cities; the down- = 
ul of kingdoms and empires z the extirpation of 
mies; the plagues, diſeaſes and peſtilence ; the 
amine and wars E have viſited and deſolated * 
ld. Do not theſe proclaim aloud in Fe. 
be throne of God 1s already ereQed for judgemen 4 
nd ought we not to conſidet them as ſo many war 
gs; ſo many benevolent beacons to prevent us 
undering, on the ſame rock This i is the 90 
dich our apoſtle. wiſhes we ſhould make of theſe 
ul judgements, in his firſt epiltle to the Corin, 
lans, x. 14, „Now theſe things were our ex- 
amples, to the intent we thoyld not luſt after enl 
things, as they alſo. luſted. Neither de ye jdolatere. 
were {ome of them; ; as it is written, the people 199 
at down to cat, to drink, and roſe up to pla \ 
— let us commit fornification, as fome be: 5 
them comm ien and fell, in one day, 8 k 
twenty. thouſand, Neither let us Rig og | 


lome = theſe alſo N and vers de 
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«ſerpents. Neither murmur ye; as ſome them all 
© murmured, and were deſtroyed of the deftroye 
© Now all theſe things happened unto them for « 
« ſamples; and they are written for our admoniti 
upon whom the ends of the world are come.” 
AKAlarmed, therefore, with ſuch fignal diſplays 
the righteous judgements of heaven, ought we n 
to make a wiſe improvement of them, and to rea 
after this manner : If the Jews fell in the wilderne 
if they were not permitted to enter into reſt, becauf 
of unbelief ; if diſobedience to the word en 
angels received ſuch a juſt recompence of rewa 
how ſhall we eſcape, if we follow their fooiſteg 
If we reject the promifes and deſpiſe the threatening 
of him, who can both kill and al alive 32 w 
are the iſſues of life and of death; what rea 
have we to expect a betterfate? Are the threatening 
under the goſpel diſpenſation more mild againſt 
ner that continue impenitent? Ts the power of thek 
| --giſlator diminiſhed ? Is the turpitude of the crime 
4% unbelief leſs heinous; and, thereby, does it merit 
| mitigated” and a lefs ſevere puniſhment ?. The qui 
_*"Mq contrary is the caſe. For, if we imitate the Jew 
their infidelity; if we do not labour to enter 1 
reſt ; the famines and deſolations, and earthquaie 
3 and Bery ſerpents, and perpetual excluſion from: f 
| - earthly Canaan, will be light and trivial in comparik 
of that wrath—that ſearſul looking for of Jud 
ment—that fiery indignation which ſhall conſume 
« He that deſpiſed Moſes law, died without men 
ir node two * witneſſes A ſon 
« punihment, ſu e, ſhall he b t u 
* thy, who er under foot the Son of Go 
* and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wi 
* with he was ſanQified; an unholy thing; and b 
« done deſpite unto the Spirit of grace? 
The ſaperior advantages which we enjoy — ven 
bring upon us proportioned condemnation. dei 
additional light which-ſhines around us ſhall ® 


* — 4 
* hy 
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ſerve to lead n et 
perdition. We ſhall fee qur ee oben alt 
link of the-wreth, of the Ap ity ; ve [ſhall de 
juniſhed with. 3 ration from the gre- 
ſence of the Lord, and the glory of hispower.. The 
dark chambers of deſpair {hall be our eternal habita- 
bons; that place where the worm diath not and the- 
be is not. qe iich ke Ck : 
Farther, let us learn from 3 have beard: 
w give. the fulleſt a&nt to the, teltimony af God, 
Let us have the moſt firm and ankbakes belief. 
in his word ; and with a ſteadfaſt confidence, 
and full, aſſurance of faith, in every ſtate, rely 
n the accomphſbment of the divine promiſes. To. 
this principle, let us ever join an awe and reverence. 
for the, power and threatnings of heaven. Let the 
terrors of the Lord, as well as a firm truſt in his. 
reracity, make us active in the diſcharge of every 
holy duty. Under their united influence, let every 
period of our lives be marked with religious uſeful-. 
neſs ; then ſhall we be able to ſay, that the-day of our 


leath is better unto us than the = of our birth,. 
U 


in the hopes of that eternal which God, 
ho cannot lie, hath promiſed through Chriſt. 

To conclude, we may hence ſee the importance, 
nd iſſue of religion—eteraal reſt. Thi 4 the 
great object preſented to view by: all che 
tines, by all the promiſes, and all the duties e 

opel. To this the people of God direct their 
attention in all their exerciſes of gevotion, and 

n all the means of grace. Next to the divine glory, 
dey labour for this reſt that remains for them in the: 
dezvenly world. Under the happy influence of the 
mimating principle of hope, they preſs forward 
trough every difficulty and danger: nor do they give 
ner the important warfare till they have obtained a. 
omplete victory. Then they ſhall enter into thoſe: 
avenly manſions where there is nothing to diſturb, 
ir rcgoſe; where a Pp ſee his fach, who hath, , 

B b 3. Let 
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loved thei &s ths death ; arid wal dui in B l. 
_- mediate. preſence for ever. If fuch be your hopes 
if foch be the views you entertain of s farure wand 


let ev of your time be ſpent in 
— —e— An 
of the apoſtle: Having, therefore, theſe promiſe, 
« dearly beloved, cleanſe yourſelves from all Ache 
« of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the 
« fear of the Lord. Set your aſſecti 

« above, and not on thi Za the earth ; for you 

« dead, and your life is hid with Chriſt in God; an 
« when Chriſt, who is your life, ſhall appear, alſo 
1c ſhall appear with him in glory; and ade pe 

5c 604 that reſt which e forthe people 
6 
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HE book of Revelation cloſes the canon of 

ſcripture. It is one of the moſt myſterious 

u well as ſublime pieces of inſpiration. - It is myſte- 

nous on Ac: of the many predictions contained 

in it, which circumſtances and events only are en- 

_ tp interpret. It is ſublime, on account 
ein 


4 
—_ 
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uently repreſents their fellow-ſervants and * 4 
1 who have gone before them, as arrayed u . 1 
white Abe as 2 bye m their bands, p * 
crowns, is & © 
a city, to intimate 1 he intercourſe and lacey bes 
which ſhall take place—having a temple in it, to hg. Ii. 
nify that devotion and worſhip, which ſhall be paid wy 
to the Judge of all. It is a city beautiſied with x 0 
pure river of the water of life, “ clear as 185 

4 proceeding out of the throne of God and the Ml *** 
% Lamb, emblematical of the influences of that Spirit — 


which ſhall for ever refreſh, cement and animate the 
ſociety of the blefſed. It A a city that has in the as p 
mieſt of the ſtreet, and of either fide of the river, Ml ©" 
« 2 tree of life,” to teach us that. no deadly poiſon 
ſhall be conveyed to the minds of thoſe, wha ſhall be 
honoured and allowed to taſte of its fruits; that 
they ſhall no more feel the ſad and mortal eifets of 
degeneracy, “ for the leaves of the tree are for the 
S healin ing of of the * there ſhall de ng. mr 
Ni dh infages Lee is" Atkins W. 
FE are 8 ed to ſtrike, na- 
In other places *% find thoſe. circumftances 
may Walk conſtitute a principal ſource of our feljcity 
ennumerated in the Gimpleſt tetws . God (Hall 
* away all tears from t 2 and there. Han 
2 = mY more death, neither ſhall there. be any more 
«pain; for former things, are paſſed awa er 
& heavens and a new earth thall ariſe.” In the ml 
thefe. the Saviour ſhall reſide, and his ſervants {ball 
ſerve him: © They gar fee. his face.” EIS 


n alcburöng on this wübzerr, ? wan, through &. 
vine alſiſtanoe, Ifluſtrate afid open up 10 you, whit 
is implied in this ſource of our future Sa 
coneruding with a practical! improvement. 1 


uu whatever ght ve view the nature and cont 
of gan, we muſt agree with the words ofinfpiration 
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« That the Almighty crowneth him with lovin 
« kindneſs and nw, 0 ks At preſent Frei, 4 
pies a high place among the works of God: He 
bears his image, and is made after the divine likeneſs. 
The miraculous interpoſitions of divine providence, 
in every age of the world, paving the way for the ac- 
compliſhment of man's falvation, ſhew alſo what a 
favourite he is of heaven. Every part of the diſpen- 


fation of grace, as in the hands of a Mediator, demon- 


ſtrates, beyond doubt, the friendſhip of the Almighty. 
It is here we are taught ro conſider the human rate 
25 peculiar objects of divine clemency—of God's pa- 
rental care. We are already the ſons of God. We 
ſtand connected with the Redeemer of the world by 
the moſt endearing ties. By his free and forereign 
grace he hath adopted us into his family, and given 
us a right to all the privi of his covenant, well 
ordered in all things and fure. In. ce of 


this, various and ſignal are the bleſſings which, even 


in this life, we enjoy. The bounties of his provis 
dence ever ſurround us as tokens of his covenant- 
love. The riches of his grace, and the light of ' his 
countenance give internal tranquillity and inefs. 
Theſe are comfortable evidences of his merey and lov- 
ing · Kindneſs to our ſouls © But it doth not yet appear 
« what we ſhall be.” Still greater and richer ſources of 
divine love and ſhall be opened to our view in 


the world to come. In the objects around us, fo far 


28 is ſuitable to our im nature, our hea 

Father diſcovers evident d to ſweeten our pre- 
ſent exiſtence. In the plan of redemption; he app 
plenteous in mercy, forziving iniquity, tran Ny 
and fin. Hence we already feet his love ſhed 


are tted to draw near unto him, and to proſtiase 


: 


' 


1 1 
% 


ourſelves at his footſtool. In theſe exerciſes of 5 


. g © j 


tion, we are conſcious of an inward 


our ſouth. In the hoiirgof ſolitude and retiremens'ye — ] 
i 


/ / 
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s a de be; revealed... The text informs ws, 
that the higheſt and moſt delightful expreſhong of by his 
fayour are reſerved. for a future ſlate, © when we 
hall ſee; his face.” | Great 2s our preſent dilcoves 
ries are, we are aſſured by the a that we ſee 
through a glaſs darkly;, We can have but faint and 
limited conceptions of the heavenly glary, Myſteri- 
ous obſcurity now. ſurrounds the inviſible glory of our 
— and intercepts our immediate Alen of him 
He ſtands at an awful diſtance from human percep- 
tion. He makes darkneſs his ſecret place; 232 
* vilion round about him are dark waters and thee 
t clouds of the ſky.” Pata our text informs ug of 2 
2 od that is 2 — g, when he ſhall came forth 
his feat ajeſty, ve $i in divine. glory, and 
ſhall be the objea af holy viſion and wonder to ever 
redee med ſoul. This is * icular ſource of 
pineſs to which the text confines our attention 
immediate viſion and enjoyment of, our Saviour 
preſence and glory. Were we allowed to chooſe our 
own happineſs, could we fix on any thing higher oc 
more noble than this to be allowed to * 
' the Saviour of the world; to ſtand in his preſence; 
and to behold. the ſpleadoyr af his glory. «his 
« good to be here,” ſaid Peter, when he witneſſed 
our Saviqur's transfiguration on the Mount, which 
was only a faint and partial diſplay. of the divine < 
ſulgenba? What extacy may not the redeemed com- 
to feel, when thiy ſhall ſec their king in 
perfect beauty; when they fhall have ſuch re 
—.— views of bis — er 
ſoul now rejoice in che con of the 2 
even when his glory is ſeen 2 glaſs. d& 
or ag it might be tran{bated, ip. a riddle 3 w 
and obſcurity, knowledge. end. ignorance of, hi 
ture are ſo blended together n "AY to coy te Grin 
Hom mortal eye? What: delig 4 5 
paſs 2 mind aof 1 Satte nk I 
EF. be taken away 3 when. be. ſb 
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face to face when he ſhall fer him as he 1#—a' glork. 
fied, enthroned Redeemer, inveſtei with fupretne 


. 


wer in heaven and in earth 0G 

Formerly, Jefus veiled his glory under the form of 
a ſervant. In the days of his fleſh, he was deſpiſed 
and rejected of men a manofſorrowsand ac quainted 
with grief. An ungrateful world "abuſed him; a 
treacherous Judas betrayed bim; ruffian violence 
dragged him before an earthly tribunal; and daring 
inſolence itſelf ſtretched forth its hand to buffet him. 
He voluntary ſubmitted unto death, even the death 
of the croſs—one of the moſt excruciating 2 * of 1 
torture that human cruelty could invent He was i 
numbered with thoſe who ſlept in the grave, and 1 
was under the power of death for a time. To ſuch 1 
2 low ſtate of degradation and ſuffering did the Son . 
of God ſubmit, for the moſt gracious and merciful | 
purpoſes. But in heaven we ſhall fee him no more a 
degraded, a bleeding, dying Saviour. When we are nl 
allowed to ſee his face in the heavenly world, we | | 

| 
| 


ſhall ſee him attended with all the enſigus of dignity 1 
and glory, In his human character, he appeared on * 1 
purpoſe to be a ſtriking example of humility, offufer. A! | i} 
ing and reſignation ; to be a ſingular example of love i 
to men to men fallen into ſuch a ſtate of imperłection 
and wretchedneſs as required the friendly, tem- 
pered, and mingled diſplay of the divine excellence ; 
ut when we ſee his face, he ſhall appear as the 
brightneſs of the Father's glory, fitted to inflame the 
lore, command the reverence, and inſpire the devotioa | 
of be wen. 3 8 1 
Did the hearts of the diſciples burn within them, 
35 they journeyed to Emmaus, on account of his ap- | 
pearance and converſation ; on account ofthe gracious «= | 
words that proceeded out of his mouth: how hall  -: 
| 


our hearts bur, when we ſee him raiſed to tha: glory 
which he had beſore the, world was; inveſted. as our 
Mediator, with ſupreme authority; as judge of the 
univerſe ; as arbiter of the fate of angels al oF men? 
A view 


* 
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A view of Ohriſt, even when we have no other 
medium but that of faith, has often brightened the 
countenance with ſmiles ; filled the heart with admi- 
tion; ſoftened it into tenderneſs and love; and dif- 
fuſed a pleaſing: ſerenity over the whole frame. Ty 
them that believe he is, and ever will be precious 
Nay, faith in an unſeen Saviour hath inſpired the 
| breaſts of the martyrs with courage; It has animated 
them to embrace the ſtake z and to die with a joyous 
fortitude in the, midſt of flames. Jeſus, whom they 
have not ſeen, they love; in whom, though now they 
ſee him not, yet firmly believing, they have Tejoiced 
with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. Powerful 
and deep-rooted muſt that love be, ariſing .from a 
believing view of Chriſt, in a ſtate of glory, which 
can thus counterbalance the moſt painful tortures; 
which can fill the mind with, ſuch heavenly triumph, 
when the inſtruments of death, when the gibbet and 
the ax; the executioner and the flames, are in full and 
ghaſtly view. Divine faith and love, at ſueh ſolemn 
ſeaſons, muſt indeed lay faſt hold of the heart, pene- 
trate the very ſou), and mingle their influence with all 
the vital powers of the mind. How nervous the 
Janguage of Rutherford, encouraging- his ſuffering 
brethren, who were ſoon to meet the Fn of terrors: 
Provided I at laſt ſee my Saviour's face, and be made 
happy in his preſence, it matters lictle, whether | go 
from a gibbet or a ſcaffold to a grave, or no grave; 
in a bloody winding ſheet (a ſhroud) or no ſheet 
But we may appeal to the ordinary ſenſations, and 
more common inſtances of the comfort and happinels 
- ariſing from divine faith, in an unſeen Saviour: 827 
ye, who have felt the love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in 
your hearts, if at preſent from it ſpring ſuch inward 
joy, what fclicity do you not expect when you ſhall 
Fee him whom your ſouls now Jove, in his Father 
kingdom, when faith ſhall be changed into viſion! 
Nothing gives more pleaſure than a view of thoſe, 
who are diſtinguiſhed for magnanimity and greatnel 
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of ſoul 3 who, by a train of beneficent actions have 


ved their country from impending ruin. Wich en» 
huſiaſm we read the hiſtory of ſuch heroes. The 
mind ſtands in pleaſant aſtoniſhment while 
ſuch ſubjects; while ſurveying ſuch objects. Thi 
then on the unſpeakable happineſs. we muſt enjoy, 
ehen viewing the-benefaQtor, and friend, and 
ther, and Saviour of the human race, _ | _ 
Conquerors, who have filled, the world with the 
fame of their bloodfhed and maſſacres, often ſtand 
lich in human eſtimation, and fix the attention and 
curiofity of ages upon them. But in heaven, when 
ve ſee our Saviour's face, we ſhall contemplate him, 
#ho conquered death, who deſtroyed the works of 
the devil; whoſe triumphs of love, and not of deſola- 
tion, have been viſible in every region of, the earth 3 
whoſe grace has conquered the hearts of the ſtout» 
et Goners, and made them fall down before, t 
throne of mercy ;_ whoſe almighty arm has reſc 
millions ſrom eternal miſery; whoſe knowledge has 
enlightened the nations of the world ; wheſe voice 
has pointed out the road that leads to heaven, to hap- 
jineſs, and to glory; and whoſe power has opened 
to a redeemed world, the gates of immortality. -.. - .. 
The ſight oſa friend, whole ſentiments, whoſe feel · 
inge, whoſe habits are ſimilar to our on; in w | 
ve can put abſolute confidence; who intereſts him», 
{lf in our welfare, and regards our concerns as his 
own, muſt ever give exquiſite delight to the feeling. 
mind. Such an object is too amiable not to im 
joy to the heart In heaven then, O Chriſtian, you 
are to ſ-e your beſt, your worthieſt friend —a friend 


that ſt icketh cloſer than a brother; you are to fee him | 


in whom you have often placed your firmeſt con- 
idence z him who has often intereſted himſelf in your 
velfare, who has regarded your concerns as his own. 

The 6ght of a parent, who has directed our early 
nd tender thoughts; who has been careful to inſtil 
ito our minds good FP z Who has trajnedius 
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up in a ſtrict regard to piety and religion; wh 
watched over us with an affectionate care; why 
has guided our raſh and inexperienced youth, by 
ſuperior wiſdom and difcretion—the ſight of ſuch; 
parent ever inſpires us with 'a pleaſing veneration, 
with all the ſentiments of a grateful mind. Imagine 
then, what profound veneration and love; what 
heart-felt ſatisfaction we ſhall enjoy when we ſhall 
ſee the Parent of the univerſe, the Parent of the 
ſpiritual offspring of God; him who brought us into'”" *: 
exiſtence; who preſerved us by his care chrough! the BOY 
dangers of infancy z who guided us by his wiſdon the 
through the bewildering and intricate paths of more the u 
advanced years; whoſe Spirit beautified our minds lead 
with grace and underſtanding; whoſe word inſtructel thy 
us; whoſe goſpel turned our ſteps to the way, the truth, num 
and the life everlaſting. | : 
In one word, imagine, for it is beyond the pov. 
ers of language to deſcribe, what felicity ſhall fil tak 
our hearts, when we ſee him in glory, who was for 
many ages the theme of the prophets, who is nov 
the ſong of the redeemed ; him in whom all the cM Pes 


pitaland leading events of providence, from the begin- pri 
ning of time till the conſummation of all things, have met our © 
and will center; him for whom kings have conquered; whic 
for whom nations have been raiſed, and empires daſh- mw 
bl 


ed to pieces; him, to whom the praiſe and adoration 
of millions have been offered up; whoſe kingdom en- WW? * | 
dureth for ever, whoſe commands the hoſts of heaven by th 
for ever oo Stationed in his preſence and ſtruck tua 
with his ſenſible magoificence, ſhall not we be allo , Þ! 
ready to join the heavenly anthem of praiſe z ſaying: hee 


_ « Bleſbng, and honour, and glory, and power, unto him the « 
« that ſitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb, for Mund 
© ever and ever; for he hath given us a right to the tree . l 
« of life, to enter in through the gates into the city. ms 


Recollecting our Saviour's love; the influences of 
his Spirit, who called us from the power of darkneſs comr 
into his marvellous light ; reviewingour former 9 
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ind wretchedneſs, and comparing it with our preſent 
exaltation and glory, our theme of praiſe ſhall riſe 
ſill higher. We ſhall ſay with a loud'yoice, Worthy 
« is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and 
oY" riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and 
glory, and bleſſing.” But lofty as this ſtrain is, 
bre we will not ſtop. When we ſee our Saviour's- 
i 
to 


face, we ſhall recolſect his almighty power, which, 
for ages conducted the hidden and ſecret ſprings of 
providence z which alone was able at laſt to lift ap 
the myſterious veil that, during the exiſtence of 
the world, had concealed from mortal eye the wiſe and 
ſteady operations of an omnipotent and inviſible agent: 
at the fame time when dre behold and think on the 
„amber and extent of our Saviour's dominions, our 
note of wonder and of praiſe ſhall till increaſe: © We 
„ ſhall fing a new ſong, ſaying, Thou art worthy to 
take the book and to open the ſeals thereof; for 
« thou waſt flain, and haſt redeemed us to God 
thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, an 
« people, and nation; and haſt made us kings and 
„ prieſts unto our God.” Thus when we ſhall ſee 
or Saviour in heaven, we ſhall feel all the eſteem 
which worth can excite ; all the love which excel-- 
lence can create; all the gratitude due to a benefac- 
or; all the affection of a friend; all the attachment 
boa parent; all the veneration to a God; heightened 
by the immediate viſion of himſelf, and by the mu- 
tual feelings and ſimilar employments of the aints. 
But to be more particular: To ſee our Saviour's. 
hee in glory, muſt imply that we ſhall be happy in 
the 27 of perfect love, union, communion, 
and ſatisfaction in the preſence of God. 
1. We ſhall be happy in the enjoyment of perfect 


bye. | 

To be admitted to ſee the face of any perſon, in 

common life, is a token of mutual love and friend- 

ſhip. On the other hand, to turn away the face from 

my one, is always PR 28 a —— 
| C 2 
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and indifference. - When the children of God, chen 
fore, ſhall ſee the face of their Saviour in heaven, 
implies that they ſhall enjoy the fulleſt manifeſtation 
of his love that their finite and imperſect nature 
capable of receiving. From the firit dawn of the 
day-ſpring from on high in their hearts, to the [af 
breath they draw in this life, how many are the proof 
of his love and regard which they experience 
read his love in all their temporal and fpiritual þ 
ſings ; they ſee his covenant-love in every enjoyn 
and in every affliftion. On ſome occaſions thi 
divine, this holy affection in their breaſts, ri 
into tranſport and rapture; it fills their ſouls wi 
the moſt enlivening ſentiments and emotions; it 
raiſes them above the vanities of time; and-car- 
ries out their thoughts to the realities and con- 
cerns of eternity. Of all our affections, love is the 
moſt cheerful, even when a worldly good, or a ſu- 
blunary objeCtiis the cauſe that excites it; but when 
this divine feeling in our breaſts is called forth an- 
cheriſhed by the objects which the goſpel preſents to 
view, it produces-in the heart ſenſations, that make 
us feel a happineſs which no worldly enjoyment eas face 
impart. But how imperfect, how weak muſt tha bp 
principle be in our hearts-while in this world, where com 
ſo many infirmities attend our moſt improved and 2 
confirmed ſlate ; where the glory of God, and the 
excellencies of his nature, are but imperſeRly di- 
covered by us; and where he communicates only 
ſome ſcanty ſtreams of his love. When we {halt ſee 
bim face to face in heaven, this divine affection in our 
ſouls will be wound up to the higheſt piteh ; it wil 
keep pace with the enlargement of our yiews, with 
the growing wonders of his providence, with the 
increafing proofs of his grace, with the brightening di- 
plays of bis own glory. As our views open on the 
ies of redemption, on the hiſtory af providence, 
on the excellencies of thegreat Redeemer; as our pro- 
peas open on all the wonders of his «my 
| : z 
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dom; ſo ſhall our love increaſe, and thraugh eternal 
ges wax ſtronger and ſtronger. We ſhall not then 


of his works covered over with darkneſs; we ſhall not 
ſee the, glory, of his ſalvation: with error, or confuſion, 
With a clear and ſteady eye, we ſhall diſcern the 
wiſdom. and goodneſs, the mercy, and power, and 
holineſs: of our God, running through all the diſpen- 
ations. of his. providence and grace which we wit» 
neſſed below. A felicity muſt ſpring up in the ſoul 
upon ſuch diſcoveries opening to view, of which we 
cannot in. our preſent circumſtances, form the moſt 
diſtant conception. Feelings and emotions muſt 


pervade and warm the hearty to which we are at 
. preſent perſect ſtrangers. The Sun of Righteouſneſs 
. vill have ſplendour: and beauties which could never 
el enter into our minds in this world to imagine. His 
„vis of providence will have wonders which we 
never thought of in this ſtate of darkneſs, His king- 


(dom of grace will have heights and depths, which we 
ſhall never be able. to meaſure through. eternity. If 
this divine flame grow and increaſe, as we ſee his- 
face more. and more, muſt it not riſe to a pitch of 
happineſs.and joy, inconceivable by us in our moſt 
comfortable hours on earth? | 


union with him in glory. 


A principal ſource of our happineſs in this life is 


xcknowledged to-ariſe from union, with: perſons, re- 


ſpected, religious, and devout. What value would: 
life have, if there were no. virtuous characters in the 
world with whom. we could aſſociate and be happy? 
Our nature is formed for union. In heaven the 17M 
poſitions of the: heart, are not to be extinguiſhed; but: 
refined, improved, and perfected. Union in heart, 
temper, and. aﬀeFtions, ,with. kindred and redeemed 
ſpirits, muſt therefore conſtitute 2 N pait of 
7 happineſs, when we are admit 0 to — the Sim 
eſus. This ingredient in our future happineſs is 
| ATT, TINY felt: 


2 Ta fee the Saviour's-face- muſt imply. perſect | 


k 4 


bchold him at. a diſtance ;, we: ſhall not ſee any 


3d $TRMON xx. 


fek in ſome degree even in this life 5 but how faint 
and imperceptible in compariſon of what it will be, 
when we ſhall be joined to the Lord as one fpirit. 
How pleaſant are thoſe moments to the Chriſtian, 
when he recollects, or feels his will and affectiom 
_ embracing him whom his ſoul loveth. With'infinite 
delight he unites his heart to the God of his ſalvation, 
The more bright the image of his Redeemer is drawn 
| upon his heart, the more cloſely is he united to him; 
| the firmer and ftronger do the bonds become that 
| | knit his affe ctions in the cords of love. But fay, 
F Chriſtian! how many are the interruptions to this 
| | ſource of your preſent enjoyment. Temptations | 


1 vail; corruptions acquire ſtrength, and damp for a 
ſeaſon the pleaſures of religion. Afflictions come 
upon you, as wave follows wave 3 you are left ſome- 
| times to walk in darkneſs, and to conchade that the 
3 mercies of your God are clean gong, Satan is not an 
| unconcerned ſpectator of theſe home of forrow z and 
„ dy his ſuggeſtions and alarms, he ſtudies, if poſſible, w 
Ii! make the ſky blacker and blacker around you. He 
| Jets fly his fiery darts, and tempts you often to call in 
queſtion your relation and union with the God of 
| _— ay, how anxious, how diſtreſſing moments 
| are theſe to your ſouls? But the period is faſt ap- 
| proaching, when you ſhall ſee your Saviour's face, and 
| when you ſhall experience nothing that can weaken 
| or interrupt the fellowſhip andintercourſe betweenhim 
and your fouls. When you enter the paradiſe above, 
the _— ot of Satan _ at an . you 
you ſhall ſee your Saviout's face, tempta 
In, and South? end afflictions for ever vaniſh and fie 
| away. You ſhall be united with your God, with 
" your Redeemer, with angels, and with the redeetned, 
in a manner far beyond your preſent conception and 
| experience, I make no doubt you have taſted the 
1 pleaſure ariſing from hearts united by ſentiments of 
| the pureſt friendſhip. Many of you have experienced 
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that can take place in this world. You have felt 
much complacency and delight in the friendſhip and 
love .of each other. But the union of friendſhip, 
the union of marriage, fall far ſhort to give you an idea 
of that happineſs you ſhall enjoy, when united in a 
perfect manner to your God. Happy indee.l! beyond 
expreſſion muſt that ſoul be into which the feelings 
and joys of heaven ſhall be poured ; through 
which the love of God ſhall be diffuſed. Happy 
muſt that foul be who ſhall ſee the Saviour's face; 
who ſhall, without interruption and without end, 
enjoy the brightet ſmiles of his love. Happy 
indeed, muſt that ſoul be, who ſhall experience 
anſwer of our Saviour's prayer; and it is only in 
heaven it ſhall be fully anſwered: * As thou, Father, 
« art in me, and 1 in thee, that they alſo may be one 
in us.” This union will be of a transformi 
nature; it will change the ſoul into the likeneſs and 
image of God. You know that union with perſons 
has a natural tendency to transform us into their 
temper, views, attachments, and purſuits. The more 
we live and converſe with them, the liker to them 
we become. There are ſome expreſſions in the ſerĩp- 
tures that Jead us to believe that the ſame thing will 
take place in heaven. The effect of our union with 
Chriſt will be à growing conformity, to the divine 
likeneſs. Hence the apoſtle Paul aſſures us, * That 
« we ſhall be changed from gl to glory, even as 
" by the Spirit of our God.” John has the fame 
idea, when he ſays: ** We ſhall be like him, for we | 
* ſhall fee Mm as he is.” As the ages of eternity 
paſs over our heads, we ſhall be growing in our re- 
ſemblance to the beauty, and temper, and holineſs 6f 
the Redeemer. We ſhall be filled with all the fulneſe 
of God. Pleafores will be felt by the ſoul, too ex- 
quite for mortal taſte ; happineſs will be enjoyed, 
which none but thoſe who are in heaven can de- 
ſcribe. Reſulting alfo from this union and He- 
nels to God, is that communion to be 
| * 
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when we ſhall ſee our Saviour's'face. The people of 


God, even in this world, are honoured with ſeaſons of 

comfortable communion with him; but God, to Ml 4 

ufe the words of an eminent divine, has reſerves 

© of glory, of love, and communion for a future ſtate” M tic 

While we live in cottages of clay, we are unfit for WM #:: 

the neareſt and happieſt communion-with God. ſel 
We may taſte of ſome of the diſtant. ſtreams that MW ki 


make glad the city of the Lord; but how enlarged 
our communion, and how, heightened our happineſ, 
when we are allowed to drink at the fountain of life, 
at thoſe rivers of pleafures which are at God's right 
hand. Nothing there ſhall interrupt or mar you in- 
tercourſe with the Father of mercies, and the God & 
con ſolations. There will be no unſuitableneſs in 
your ſouls for holding fellowſhip with God. Tour ha 
affeAions, all.purified and refined ; your underſtand ¶ Gti 
ings improved and ſtrengthened ;, your tempers, per- pou 
fectly moulded into an exact conformity to your Re- deſt 
dee mer's, will prepare you for this heavenly exerciſe. gra- 
Lou may, without reſtraint, for ever me ſee 
in the embraces of divine love. To uſe exprei· WM teſu 
five language of the great Howe, Tou can touch rant 
nothing that can defile, and yow can defile nothing ever 
you can touch.“ God will not now cover himſell ¶ pref 
with thick. darkneſs ; he will draw no veil over his ſinn 
diſpenſations; he will not hide his face from his peo Wl you: 
ple. There is no veil in the upper temple to inte- you 
cept your. views of the glories of the mercy-ſcat tituc 
There is no part of the holy of holies into which you WW ſatis; 
may not enter. All that was. wiſely. concealed. fron WW eſtab 
you in a ſtate of pilgrimage ſhall be fully revealed, 
to excite your wonder and praiſe. What thou 
« knoweft not now, thou ſhalt know hereafter.” God 

in order that the communion of. glorified ſaints ma 
be perfect, ſhall diſcloſe every ſectet of his grace, and 
Ii of his providence z and they ſhall have no reſerves i 
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In the laſt place, when the children of God ſee 
their Saviour's face, they ſhall enjoy complete ſatis- 
faction. 

What is it in this world that affords ſolid ſatisfac- 
tion tothe mind of the ſerious Chriſtian ? Is it not to 
ſce the works of the devil deſtroyed; to ſee the coun- 
ſels of heaven effeQtual and ſucceſsful ; to ſee the 
kingdom of Chriſt extended ; to ſee the triumphs af 
his grace daily multiplied ; to ſee fin loſing: ground in 
the world, — the intereſts of truth prevailing; to 
ſee the authority of Chriſt acknowledged, and his 
glory filling the earth. Theſe are ſources of real ſa- 


tisfaQtion at preſent to his ſerrants. But how often - 


are they called to-witneſs the 1 Lou how * 
are their hopes and joys dam when they 
ſhall ſee their Saviour face to face, how will they be 
ſatisfied to ſee the end and glory of his he 
It is. _ e ſhall ſee death 


reſurrection and the life ; it is then — (hall 22 the 
ranſomed of —— Lord coming to Zion with ſongs, and 
everlaſting pon their heads. Do the angels ex- 
preſs — — | fatisfaQion at the converſion of one 
inner —— what ſatis faction ſhall not you feel hen 
jou ſhall ſee millions of ſons conducted into glory; when 
you ſhall enter into the 2 with a mul - 
titude, which no man can num 


Are y 
ſatisſied when you ſee the intereſts of his Liogdom | 
eſtabliſhed in the world; what heartfelt ſatisfaQtion 


awaits you, when you'ſhall ſee bis kingdom of glory 
begun; when you ſhall ſee all his — plans 
fully executed; when you ſhall ſee the grand and 


glorious ends to which all his works of providence 


and grace tended, fully diſplayed before your eyes. 
This will be a ſurvey {nb will inſpire the breaſt with 


holy, divine (atisfaQtion. For ages has he been car- 
ring on his de6gns in our world; but . 
om, 
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dom, and love, and power, are fully diſcovered in the 
Hue and winding up of the whole, how ſhall we be 
at a loſs to expreſs our ſatisfaction and joy? When 
Chriſt ſhall be ſeen to triumph over all his enemies 
over fin, the grave, death and hell; when he ſhall 
ſtand at the head of a redeemed world, “ glorifiedin 
c his ſaints, and admired of all them that believe; 
what hatlelujahs ſhall reſound in the temple of hex 
ven; what ſatisfaQtion ſhall beat from heart to heart 
throughout the redeemed kingdom of Chriſt ! Look. 
ing forward to the jubilee of heaven; to the finiſhing 
of all God's works, the Pſalmiſt ſays, ** As for me, 
« I will behold thy face in righteouſneſs ; I ſhall be 
_ «ſatisfied when I awake (in the morning of the re- 
« ſurrection) with thy likeneſs.” - 
* I ſhall conclude this head of diſcourſe with the 
ſtriking language of the elegant Stennet. (Page 496 
vol. 2.) In heaven, you ſhall be. ſatis Fot 
there ſhall be no painful diviſion of the heart be- 
© tween God and the creature; no hankering of the 
© mind- after inferior bliſs; no vacuity in the ſoul; 
no wiſh denied; no expectation diſappointed. - 0 
© happy ſpirits! They are ever contemplating the 
1 chief good, yet never wearied with their con 
© tions. They love, and they reſt in their lovs. 
© poſſeſs a fulneſ of joy, and yet are not ſatiated wi 
© their joys. Bleſſe Titiefadlion indeed ! This mult 
© be the higheſt felicity to'which a creature can at- 
*tainz the utmoſt perfection of human nature 
on BEING ALL AND IN ALL. "(57 
4 $15 


I ſhall now improve this ſubject, by making ſome 
practical obſervations. 

1. If our hopes are ſo high and honourable, it be- 
comes us ſurely to walk worthy of the vocation 
whereby we are called. Vain are our preten 
fruitleſs our proſpects, if they excite us not to a pre- 
paration becoming the goſpel; becoming the great 


neſs and extent of the hope ſet before as. Ifweenpet 


r 
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v ſee our Saviour's face in the world to come, we will 
be anxious, during our abode on earth, to ſupport the 

dignity of his government; to maintain the purity of 
his laws; to extend and promote his influence among 
men; to obey him ourſelves without reſerve z and to 
fear nothing beyond and beſide his difpleaſure. Our 
alliance and connection with him is indeed endearing 
but this ſhould remind us to ſeek his ſace continually 
by approaches to him in contemplation and prayer z 
in his word, and in his ordinances. If we have no 
taſte for theſe devotional exerciſes here, in vain ſhall 
we hope to ſee his face hereafter. This holy correſ- 
pondence muſt commence on earth by a ſimilitude of 
nature and of character. For if we are not now in- 
fluenced by an affecting and practical knowledge of 
his nature (it is eaſy to have a ſpeculative one); if we 

do not often repreſent him as a Creator, a Redeemer, 
the ſearcher of hearts, an inſpector of human con- 
duct; as a pattern, a lawgiver, and a judge; if we 
do not in this manner think of him in the private 
hours of devotion ; and from thence bring ſuch ſen» ' 
timents and feelings, as will make us ſtand in awe 

and be ſtill, when engaged in the buſineſs of life; if 
we have no deſire to acquaint ourſelves with him, 

and become partakers of a divine nacure: we ſhall not 

at laſt ſee his face; we ſhall not enjoy the permanent 

pleaſures that reſult from the ſacred intimacy, and 
refined intercourſe on which the text fixes our atten- 
tion. 4 For what fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with 

„ unrighteouſneſs z and what communion hath light 
with darkneſs?” Let no portion of our time then 
paſs away barren of improvement. Let our more va» 
cant moments at leaſt be filled with frequent antici- 
pations of that happineſs in reſerve. When no mor- 
tal eye can ſee us; when, withdrawn from the world, 

let our thoughts riſe to God let our knees be no 

ſtrangers to a throne of grace, Let our voice be fa- 

miliar to the footſtoo] of his mercy. Let us 2 

wear to him, and he will draw near to us, and 
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himſelf to be 2 God that is at hand, and not à Gef 


. 
2. The train of thinking into which' 5 = 
ſuits 
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leads us, is fitted to check out intemperate 
after the honours, riches, or pleafures of this life. 
Did we daily and habitually realize thoſe 'abjeQs 
on which our holy religion fixes our attention 
(I fay, did we daily and habitually, for that is the 
method to be ſenſible of their influence) our reſt 
- ſtir and commotion about the perifhing and ffuctuatiag 
objects which this world profers, ſhould be regulated 
with due propriety. That city to which we are now 
travelling; that ſociety to which we ſhall ere long 
be joined; that emineyce and dignity to which we 
ſhall be raiſed ; that glory which ſhall encircle us; 
that happineſs which we ſhall enjoy in the preſence 
of our Saviour, ſhould throw, what may be called, an 
- ofeful and improving inſignificance around every 
object of ambition on earth. Did Chriſtians more 
Frequently conſider themſelves as heirs of God, and 
joint heirs with Jeſus Chriſt, they would ſeldomer 
mingle with the pollutions of life; they would ſeldomer 
be conformed to the ſpirit of the world that lieth 
m wickedneſs ; they would ſeldomer fix their eyes on 
beholding vanity. | „ 
3. Such views as we have taken of our ftitore fe- 
licity, furniſh us with a precious cordial in the time of 
afflick ons This world is often a land of ſorrom 
to the ſerious mind. It is not deſigned to be our home; 
and therefore, it has not all the accommodations of a 
laſting habitation. Either ſickneſs, or ſorrow, or an- 
guilh, or pain, or death encompaſs and diſtreſs us. 
We are often delivered over fron; anxiety to anxiety; 
toſſed and diſquie ted, while we maintain our inter- 
courſe with the world ; but when we quit it; and re- 
tire to ſee our Saviour's face, all theſe ſtorms are im- 
mediately laid, and there ſucceeds a perfect calm. 
The language of religion and of the text ls, “ Be 
er ſteadfaſt aud immoveable, alwaysounding * 
4 C4 40 
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« work of the Lord, for as much as your labour ſhall . 
« not be in vain. —He that overcometh will I grant 
to fit down with me in mythrone, even as Iovercame, 


«and am ſet down. with my Father in his throne - 


« Continue faithful unto the death, and I will give 
« you 2 crown of life.“ Theſe are the, ſubſtantial 
promiſes of the goſpel, and wherever they are enter- 
tained, they impart ſubſtantial conſolation. 7 
are the promiſes; and we have laid before y 

hopes that have often rendered eaſy the chains an 
ſetters of the priſon ; that have cheered the pit 

the dungeon, and ſuſtained-and fortified the Bind! 0 
its paſſage through the valley and ſhadow of death. 
And this ſuggeſts, _ 

4. Another uſe we ought to make of this ſubject· 
The hope of ſeeing our Saviour is calculated to 
diſarm Sth of its terrors. In the calm and delibe- 
rate eſtimate which every Chriſtian makes 8 the 
pleaſures of a preſent and a future world, he finds 
the balance hang fairly in favour of the Tg ov ph 
a deſire to depart and to be with Chxiſt 
be far better, This thought inſpires bim with 1 | 
titude, and ſtrips death of its terrors ; it vangquiſhes 
all laviſh dread; and rewoyes all defpondency of 
mind. Uader the divine influence of ſeeing” his 
$ariour's face, the Chriſtian reaſons thus with himſelf; 
Did my Saviour deſcend from heaven for me, 
© Nid he come down from the height of celeſtial 

glory ; and ſhall I be unwilling to aſcend from ext 
' to heaven—from the depths of wretchednefs, 2 | 
' ſummit of perfect bliſs ? Shall 1 be relufta j 
enter into his preſence, here there is fulneſs of j 755 | 
and pleaſures forever more? Can Ifeel pain to 

' corruption, and mortality with all its imperfecłio 

and tobe clothed withimmortalitywith allite beaming 
Animated by ſuch views, ſhall I not long for and be 

"glad in my diſſolution; and conſider it only. as 
a breaking down of that partition which ſtands between 

me and my 8. iou rler, when my ſoul ſhall, unincum- 

bered, exert with f 
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© in loving, und obeying him, who has been hithert 
the ſupreme object of my defires, hopes and endes. 
© vours. Soon, therefore may the pleaſant laiiguage 
<of Jeſus be ſounded in my em: © Surely} ton 
* quick. My grateful-ſoul ſhall return the teſponſt, 
U Amen, eutn ſo com Lord Jeſut. . 1 | 

5. From the view we have taken, we may infer 
_ 2 and excellence of the ſoul as redeemed by 

Every part of the diſpenſation of grace they 
the value of our L tant 2 afe in 
the fight of God. Rather than they ſhoul#'be loft, 
Heaven travels with concern for ages; Chrift i 
_ manifeſted in the fleſh, he ſaffers, he bleeds, be 
dies, to redeem them. When we think on the coſtly 
price which purchafed them, on the influences of 
divine grace which ſanctiſies them: well may we 
ſay they are worth ten thoufand worlds. The 
pineſs prepared for them in another world; the ca- 
Pacities and powers with which they ſhall be endowel 
to ſee the glory of their God and Saviour; to hold 
communion and fellowfhip with the infinite and 
eternal Jchovah ; place their and excellence 
in a point of view, that ſhould never be loſt ſght of 
by the real Chriſtian, The whole plan of redemption 
3s deſigned to remind us of, and to bring us back w 
our original glory; to connect us with the Father of 
- our ſpirits- Wilt thou forget the intentions of hes. 

ven, O finner! and allow your foul, which is of 
fuck infinite worth, to grovel on earth? Wilt thou 
aim no higher than the pleaſures of fenfe ? Wil 
thou for ever be a ſtranger to the hopes arid defires 
of heaven? Think on the multitude of ſpirits once 
equally fallen and guilty with you, who are nov 
Seholding the face o 5 N who are now raviſhed 
with the brightneſs of the excellent glory; "who art 
now happy beyond . the pr: in the 
knowledge, and favour of God: Haſt thou no delire 
ever to behold the unveiled face of God ? Haſt thou 
no defire for union, love-likeneſs, and ſatisfactihe 
Vith him, who was dead, and is alive, and Wear 
4 * #4 * [ 4 


s znuen . 


ever more ?——"Think of the honour prepared for 
you 1n Say dps Oe 1 
In the 6th and laſt place, Hence we may learn the | 
final iTug of divine Cz and ont s to | 
„ thank him for his unſpeakable mercies. The love 
of God, to miſerable, periſhing creatures, terminates 
in the poſſeſhon of eternal life. God would have 
been kind and merciful beyond our deſerts, had he 
prolonged our exiltence, even in the world we inhabit. 
But how great his mercy and love, when he opens 
the gates of paradiſe for our admiſſion, and invites 
us to ſee all his glory. That we. ſhould be allowed 
to converſe with angels and the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect, is an honour ta-which we durſt never 
aſpire ; but how aſtoniſhing his grace, which fits us 
for converſe with himſelf ? We, need not. wonder 
that angels are admitted to ſtand ſo near his throne :; 
but well may wo be ſtruck with ſurpriſe to ſec-orea- 
tures, once rebellious, wr 3 
enemies, encouraged to approach his glorious ma- 
jeſty, and to mingle — of praiſe. with theirs. 
Might not proviſions and bleſſings, purchuſed 1 
cheaper rate, been prepared for their entertainmemF 
No; divine love is laid out-40-the full ta make chem 
W they mul be redeemed with: the precious 
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— 1 die; but Gol 4 be 0 you, 
. again unto. the land IRE 


e.? 1 * — 


old Jacob to his dearly beloved Joſeph, at the 

| e of a life, no leſs remarkable for its yicifſitudes, 
than eminent for its piety and devotion. -'This an- 
dient patriarch had experienced a variety of changes, 
in his pilgrimage ſtate. The cloud of adverſity fat 
deep on his hoary bead, when he wept over the frag- 
ments of: the far coloured, bloody coat sf his ſon 
* With all the feelings of | mo tender- 
ted parent, he had long bewailed the beavy'and 

__ «aMictive ie; but a ray bright conſolation ſhone 
on the peaceſul'evening of his days. His welt be⸗ 
loved ſon was reſtored to his embraces. In the land 
of Egypt he ſheltered his aged head under his princely 
robe; and cheriſhed his dear parent, when labouring 
dae the infirmities of extreme eld K 
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ume 3 ſar Jacob's: 
digh z he Calla, a 
confers on him, and on 
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. — make deep, and permanent ms 

on the refleQing mind. When the- hand of death 
bath effected the —— ſeparation, we naturally ear 
to remembrance the endearing conduct, the kindly 
admonitions, and the pious es of: our de- 
n ted friends ; more eſpecially. the worde they ut- 
red in the imac ry ek of their diſſolution 


ugs, on dhe words of du 
aid patriarch in the; moſt ſolemn. nd con- 

very comfortable promiſe, 10 be Falle 
is body. way laid in abe duſt—a promiſe whigh 
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Doch for wiſe — may ke 
” his eminent» and uſeful 
_ remere. his preſence- cantly Fs. 
dige e ät them, and} ſhall as laſt, 

the land rj ad. in — 
 cournry; where. death; (ſorrow. 
r own BR mere, “ Behold, 1: die ; but God 
be with you, and bring eee and 


On — Joſh you: how dale 
7 the death of your late worthpand A egloable Paſtor, - 
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ject not utifuitable to the preſent melancholy 


Sccaſion. | They maybe dGrided into the two follow. 
ing general ſentiments ;/ ben en ene 
in the firld place, Tha death; by u good mus b 


contemplate with ſatisfaction, andere with delight, 

And, Secondly, that thou God be: pleaſed to re- 
move his eminent ſervants y death, yet his people 
ſhall not be deprived of the divine preſence ; he ſhall 
ſtill be with them, and bring thens' at inſt <6 de 1 
venly Canan. 

Aſter having illuſtrated theſe tro venctal-proyok; 
tions, I ſhall conclude with an een Aale 
the preſent occaſion. | | 5 


In the rſt place, gesch; is an objec ee 
by a good man with ſatisfaction, and even with de- 
light. This ſentiment is evidently im in the 
ded amy of ' Jacob—* Behold, I die ; I am tow draw- 

ing near the concluding period of my exiſtence" on 
r earth; and I truſt in the God of my fathers, who is 
my God; that he will conduct * with fafety 
through the dark valley, and ſhadow of death. My 
© life has been chequered with a variety of the moſt 
© intereſting events j and now Irefign myſelf, and my 
© aff into the hands of « gracious God, who hathre- 
©.deemed me ſrom all evil.” Perhaps this celebrated 
Fervant of God would have found it difficult, in an) 
former period of his life, to have expreſſed himſelf 
with equal confidence. For, we ſee how he fied 
with precipitation from Laban ;' how he trembled at 
the proſpect of meeting with his brother Eſau 5 ane 
how he hmented, as one who had loſt his all, w 
de beheld the blood-ftained garment of his fon Je 
feph 3 and had almeft ſunk into > fine of abſdlute de 
fpondency. But now, when the great laſt trial ap 
proaches, he views it with compofure ; he talks of 
2% an event, to which he had long familiarized b. 
mind 3 and he Felds himfelf into the 1 one 
OE: Father, and e 
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But fuch is the weakneſs of human Aen. ) 
preſent ſtate ; ſuch our conſciouſneſs of guilt and ſo 


t the influence of ſenſible objects j that the beſt 
Sn opt the lang of firmneſs 
and ſatisſaction on this: fubje&. is regarded 
by mortals as the king of terrors.. We are fond'of ar- 
raying this all-deſtroyin monarch in the moſt ſuble 


and gloomy attire, We give him a crown and a 


ſceptre, more awful far than ever was worn or wield- 
ed by any terreftrial monarch. Nature, appalled, re- 
coils at his appearance. The chilling 
diſſolution inſtantly ſpread Greer mn, over our fee- 
ble frame; and, when we cannot conquer, we 1elign 
ourſelves to melancholy deſpondency. The cold 
hand of death, my friends, ſnall ſoon ſerze our bodiesz 
in theirpaſt occabGonal diſorders, we have already felt 
ſomething of his painful touch, warning us of his ap- 
proach, and paving the way fer his ultimate and en- 
tire eonqueſt. But what is death in a natural ſenſe ? 
It is a mere phantom, like the vain im 
midnight darknets is apt to raiſe in the troubled mind. 
The moment he gives the fatal blow, we feel no more. 
The pale, the li elefs body is now inſenfible to pain, 


and foul to imaginary terror. Why then 


tremble at the thoughts of death? Why mar che 


ſweet of human life by dwelling upon it, 


as we know that all the pain and anguiſh ogcafioned. 


by our diſſolution are tranfient and 5 Who 
grave is a ſecure ſhelter from 8 
where * the wicked ceaſe from ling, l her 


the weary be at reſt.” 


But if the pain of dying be thus tranſient pinks 
mentary, the anxious and diſtreſſing queſtion veturs 


Why then are afraid of death? A queſtion to 
which the voice! of nature could never give © fatis- 
anfwer. Revelation, the ſole, unerring ſtan- 


dard of ſacred truth, .unfolds the real cauſe; from 

n meat mm 
ſubjecis en ine, moral government, 

; a abe 


which 
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embraces a larger extent than the narrow bound of 
time we ave connected with the great Judge 
| by a more intimate and ſublime union than the beats 
_ around us. To our view eue lation opens up an 20 
toniſhing ſeene beyond death and the grave, where 
our fouls are to exiſt after their departure from theit 
r and where we ſhall feel our conαο•a with 


WI told; RED who, in this le, have affended: 
all beguniſhed with everlaſtingdeſrruction. And 
have we not all offended God 7 Do we net all deſerve 
his juſt indignation & 4 is his wrath that inveſts. IE (:ti 
| Drathowith all his.cerrans, It ig a conſeiouſasſo of 
gui * — hie hie iſo neu 8 unt 
whatthe 


— E is the Jaw —— diec 


' that giues Rrength to ſim 3 and ite n that: gives: 
Death his anvenomed arrows, which hall transfix the: I hat! 
ity, the wretched-ſoul, through eternal ages. rarer divi 
But while revelation, congetuabtothe 
as fallen: and guilty creatures Juſt libe 
rate fate of exiſtence ; it unfolds; at of t 
with the ſent 
greateſt: comfort to tie hebeving mind.. By the law: IF atti: 
of God is the: knowledge of frm j; and from a» cone 
foiouſrels of n we: dread eternal mi 
But by the goſpel, life. and. mmmortality-are: | 
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happy effects on the heart, death is contemplated, he | 
more as an object of horror and diſmay, but as that. 
friendly meſſenger which calls the weary traveller 
home to his father's hoaſe. When the happy effects 
of the goſpel are felt, the tranſported ſoul in con- 
templating its final departure, may adopt the lan- 
guage of the holy apoſtle: “d death! where is now 
« thy ſting ; O grave! where now thy victory? The 
"ſting of death is ſin; the ſtrength of ſin is the law 
but thanks be to. God, who giveth me the victory *F 
through my Lord, Jefas Chrilt.” Behold, I die: but 
it is to live for ever in a happier world. When 
ſuch language is employed, certain delivergnce is ob- 
tained from that condemnatory ſentence of the divine 
law, which gives Wen death is diveſted of | 
his frightfal appearance; and the gloomy valle 
converted into a ſafe paſſage to the bliſsful regions « 
light and liberty. Let us enlarge a little on theſe 
delightful ſentiments. rer 
1. The believer can now contemplate death with 
fatisfaction and delight, becauſe he is delivered from the | 
condemnatory ſentence of the divine law. Sin hath 1 
tow loſt its power, for the law has acquitted the 
guilty. The pardon of fin lies at the foundation of 
olid peace and ſatisfaction. The Lord of gloty h 
died to obtain this pardon; for “there is no con- 
« demnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus?” He 
hath ſatisfied all the juſt and equitable claims of the ' 


divine law. Having paid the debt in the generous | 


character of our ſurety, he now ſets the priſonete xð 
liberty. Death is to be confidered as the executiones | | 
of the ſentence of the law. of God z but reverſe ths 


ſentence, and this fable officer is ſtript of his gloomy'| | 5 | 


attire, Lead forth a condemned criminal to he 
place of execution. "Attend him to the laſt ſcene, | - 
where the law is to enforce its full demands. See | 
the trembling creature ' contemplating Me dread ap- 
paratus with bien horror. To him the executioner 
5 an object of ming diſmay. „ | 


* 
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by areived when. be muſt feel the fatal een kata 
moment let him hear the glad tadings of pardon; 
t bis ſovereign, in the plenitude of his mercy, hath 
yeverſed his doom, and Jelivered dim from the power 
ef death. Does he now contemplate the dread ap- 
ee e e 
urely ; theſe very objects n his joy. 
aiſle 1 oy wel But all this Fry only a 
the felicy, which they enjoy who are de- 
Da Ak the, ſeatence of the-divine law. And 
O | with what affeQion does the eful foul now 
turn to its Almighty and generous Saviour, when he 
{peaks in language the moſt 2 r 2 
bling hearf: © Son, be af * 
* forgiven thee x He hath died 18 us, and in 2 
he diveſted the awful executioner of his fable array 
Juſtified by his rightcouſneſs, we. now ae yt peace 
with God. Intereſted in his falxation, all has 
may contemplate death with compoſure and delig 
. The/believer can now. death with 
fatisfaQtion and delight, becauſe the power of fin-in 
bis wul is deb The deſpotic reign af yunmor- 
2 deſires and paſſions s 2 le is not un- 
the candemnatory ſentence, but under gram. 
Ae 6n formerly rexgned, in his 2 body unta 
death; ſo grace now reigns. th u rightecaſncl 
© ynto'eteroallife by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” , Waſhed 
from bis COT re Rn tion, he is cat 
| tf nl e ant err ho OE 
Mags. 0} mora 1 * Cr 
dg ou of Halves, 


Nets bar he Hop 
Spas wight.bo om Pg Sine, whoſe opera- 
vans bnners are purified from,. defilement, and ren- 
gered like unto God. The cavſcience that formerly 
po Sap is now n from dong worka. Dying 
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the ſame ga the 
work e t b. e mp 
virtues and duties of We Chriſtin yon 
the Spirit witheffing with, his'fpmit that he is wt 
from above: fay now, can che good man regard: 
2 of terror? It is fin that paints the 
of death ; but remove the cauſe, and the eſſett 
cake for woes Death has to 8 
foul that is arrayed in the ents of holine(s.. 
we be united to Jefus, as our living and pri Ay 
by a conformity to his i ; we ſhall triump 
death as he triumphed. 
bonds of death could hold him, becauſe he was the 
Holy One of God; it is equally impoſſible for death to 
triumph over any of his membess. The (andtified 
of the Lord ſhall paſs unhurt through ts gloomy ter- 
ritories, and ſhall ſmile at the ſliaking of rhe ryrant's 
dart, now broken in pieces, by the omnipotence of 
Jeſus, and his glotious victory | 
The believer tan contemplate death with tatis- 
Action and delight, becaufe he is an adopted fon of 
God, aud heit to that fair inheritance which, t/a 
the confines of death, lies far remote from the reg : 
of ſin and forrow. If we be the children of 8 
then we are heirs of God, and joint heirs wi 


of eternal glory. Death, Sit all its PLA 
k 


able to deprive the ſons of the Moſt 
goodly heritage; for God, who cannot 5 520 


miled eternal life to all che friends and family of 1. * 


Their elder brother has gone beſore them, an * 
poſſeſſion of that eeleſti F for all who” 

after him. And, * becaufe he li 
* alſo—I am the reſurrection and the life * he that 
a believeth on ugh he were dead, yet ſhall he 
« live.” Im d with ſuch bins as theſe, 


the beloved diſciple exclaims : Behold, what manner 


« of love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we 
* ſhould be called fons of God!“ But this loye. 
is not limite&to out a tion into nis family j it _ 
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t was impoſſible i nn the 


ves, they ſhall . | | 
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completes the glorious plan; for it is yy 
di added: * Beloved, now are we the ſong 
% God, and it doth not 45. r what we ſhall 15 | 
(ec but we know, that when he ſhall pear We ſhall | 
e be like him, for we ſhall fee him, as he is“ Where 
now is death with his boaſted ; ? Where the 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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triumph of the grave, es the children of. God can 
now rejoice in the certain poſſeſſion of this glorious 
vicion of their exalted Saviour ? Heaven is a purchaſ- 
ed, inheritance ; and if you are among the children 
of God, “ Death is yours,” to introduce you at laſt 
to the full enjoyment of all its bleſhngs. Wich what 
ſatisfaction and delight may you not, therefore, con- 
template his approach; wi iofigitely greater (joy, 
han the heir of; the Tichefk earthly inheritance * 
the meſſenger ings him the tidings of 
Fils uecefſion; 4 | 2 
:defires. 
In the laſt N 12 bes ID 
10 death with ſallafsckion and delight, becauſe 
enabled; in the exerciſe of faith, to rejoice in the 2 
of meeting with his God, and Father, and friend in 


"oY PE 


t-othex, world ; and of en the full viſion of 
Bis fac ay he ever. Give a WIE feel the principle 
Bt founded on ſure and ſtable grounds. 1 and 
will he not furmount z what da; en- 
counter; and ' what enemies combat? F re me, 
ma the Chriſtian ſay, * Give me to oli to he 
high hope of felicity in a future world—of re 
"8 there in the boſom of my Father, and, my 


5 {et the tojls of r we, Ade and welogme 


ploeſs the meſſenger.” 1 ſtretch out 
1 N my Fore to * ace him, Sweet friend 11 55 
N { approach ;, thy Mauch -13 bold indeed, bit 
| of my deliverer is warm, and his affe 1 . 
Js there an objet on earth to he eny ied 166 the child 
fee laid on the bed of deaths rejoicing the 
| with angels, Fs with: the ranſom 
be bed e Nel N r 
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| mercy, manifeſted to him through the Redeemer, 


ing on the infinitely valuable — of his Saviour, 
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ſcenes for this he lived a life of pi and devotion; of 

prayer and benevolence laboured, and 


fought, and watched, and abounded in every duty. 
He now adores the riches of ſovereign grace, and 


whi kept him from falling, and preſerved him, 5 
through faith, to the laſt concluding moment. Reſt- 


and pleading his righteouſneſs for acceptance, he 
cloſes the ſcene of mortality; he 4 in Je- 
ſus, in the aſſured hope of a glorious reſurrection, 
when his body, now conſigned to corruption, ſhall be 
raiſed up at the laſt day, and faſhionęd like unto 
Chriſt's glorious body. Well then map the people of 
God unite, in that admirable ſong ie andyhank(s 
giving: „ Bleſſed. be the God 2m 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who,/accordih 
© mercy, hath begotten us again um living hope, 
e by the re ſurrect ĩou of Jeſus Chriſt m the dead x 
« to an inheritance; incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
« ſadeth not away ; reſerved in the heavens for thoſe 
« who ate kept by the power of God through falth _- 
« unto ſalvation, A to be revealed » hes * 5 
$ time,”: ©. © | 
Thus we ſee how a good _ can die—with' whe | 


her f our 
his abundant 


and compoſure he contemplates Walepatture 
this preſent ſtate. - In the exerci Ind 
of humble and holy confidence, he p is ſoſe de- 
pendence on Jeſus, who ſhed his ons blood to 


* * from the 2 Loon as ws 
who hath, opened up. a wa EH * 
come into tlus e to — aod fandtity, 
and mut meet for gl 225 who Min down this Spit 
rit ities thethearty people; & whereby they: 
« Abba, Father, as york "oil ren of God, 404 
of eternal life; and ho gives them by his re ſu 


in the hope of being ra ſed up qt the 
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great Day, When ** he ſhall ' 
« without fin; unt ſalvation ' 
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and exhilarating under all the evils of life, and every 
way calculated to yield conſolations againſt the ſears 
of death. It requires, indeed, an animated and vigo- 
rous faith to overcome the reluCtanegs of nature, in 
the near proſpect of dying; we are fond of life; and 
this, in moderation, is a feeling wiſelyinterwoven with 
our original frame. With the beſt, it is often a 
ſtruggle, when theſe two intimate companions, the 
foul and the bod muſt part. But what has not faith 
done ? A firm and ſteady belief in the great doctrines 
of the goſpel, and a living hope of a happy immox- 
tality ſmooth the wrinkled brow of affliftian, and con- 
vert the frown of death into a pleaſing ſmile. Many 
indeed are the cauſes that weaken the operation of 
faith, and hope, and joy in the minds of God's chil- 
dren; and it has frequently happened that not a few 
of them have ed feemingly without any ſenſible 
| conſolation. But ſtill, © the foundation ſtands ſure: 
| the Lord knoweth them that are his. Bleſſed are 
| « the dead who die in the Lord; they reſt from their 
| © © Jabours, and their works do follow them.” 
Thus we think, and ſpeak with comfort concerning 
our dear friends who have fallen aſleep in Jeſus. We 
pay the laſt mournſul tribute of reſpect to their bo- 
dies, by attending their funeral; we depoſit them in 
the duſt, as a ſacred treaſure; and from the moulder- 
ing grave we return to the empty houſe with weeping 
eyes and with ſorrowing hearts. But for them we 
can no longer ſorrow and grieve. They are not now 
the objects of our ſympathy; they are far beyond the 
regiotis of pain, ſickneſs, and death. It is for our- 
- ſelves we mourn ; we look around us to the world, 
and imagine all is deſolate—a dreary wilderneſs. We 
have perhaps loſt our greateſt earthlyſupport;-atender- 
hearted friend; a dear relative; a kind brother; or 
an. affectionate and godly miniſter. The firoke is 
heavy; but if we be followers of thoſe who threugh 
faith and patience do now inheritthe promiſes, we have 
the comfortable aſſurance, that though we are de- 
prived of their preſence, we are not deprived of the 
ö preſence 
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dis not ſuſpended on the life of any of his faithful 


AMON xx. 4 þ 
HT ; ; 2 Ta 4 
preſence of God for he ever lives to bleſs his people, 
amidſt all the affliftions, - viciſſitudes, and loſſes in 
human life. With this delightful ſentiment the good 
old patriarch in our text conſoled his dearly ed 
ſon, when he bade him a ſolemn adieu: * Behold I _ 
die, but the Lord ſhall be with you, and bring you 
« again unto the land of your fathers.” And this 
leads us to the 7 91 a 


Second branch of our ſubject, which was to ſhew: 
That though God be pleaſed to remove his eminent 
ſervants by death, he will not take his gracious pre» 
ſence from his people; he ſhall ſtill be with them, 
and bring them at laſt to the poſſeſſion of the heaven» 
ly inheritance. 1 4 | 

In the near proſpect of Jacob's death, Joſeph and 
his brethren would no doubt indulge melancholy re- | 
lections on their approaching loſs, and alargaing ſitu- 
ation. They were ſtrangers in a ſtrange land; e- 
poſed to the caprice and jealouſy of an arbitrary mo- 
xarch, who might treat them with ſeverity. While 


the venerable patriarch was alive, then uf to, | 
him for his council and protection n knew: 33-4 
he was a good man, and a favourite liravery ant .-. 
that for his ſake they had been blefled-wmgratens © 
pre ſſions of kindneſs from the Egyptianeg ut whey 1 
death had deprived them of his preſend6e, they weng; 
juſtly apprehenſive, leſt the court of Pharoah might 
withdraw its wonted benevolence, and deal jcruelly 
with them. To conſole their drooping minds ander 
theſe fearful apprehenſions, the dying ſaint allures | 
them, that © ſhould be with them, and brag | 
« them again unto che land of their fathers.” This | 
aſſurance, you ſee, conſiſts of two parts, which wg + 
thall ſhortly conſider. | | T0 $68 
1. „God ſhall be with you.” The divine preſence 


ſervants, Though he removes them by death, yet he 
will continue to guide, and ſupport, aud defend hie 
people. 2. a renn, 

Ee 2 | He 


' the divine hand; that, in fact, daily bread for our 
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He will © guide” them by his counſel. In ſeaſons 
of diſtreſs, in circumſtances of doubt and perplexity, 


we are apt to reſt too much on the counſel and direc. 


tioꝶ of weak and fallible men. We forget the ſalu- 
tary advice: „ If any man lack wiſdom, let him aſk 
* jt of God.” When involved in difficulties, the de- 
privation of a judicious, intelligent friend muſt pene- 
trate our hearts with grief and ſorrow. We are 
afraid that we ſhall wander from the right path, when 
bereaved of our guide and director. We have not 
yet learned to place a due confidence in the 
divine promiſes. When God, in his providence, de- 
prives us of the preſence of our earthly friends, he 
intends by ſuch diſpenſations to direct our views 
ſolely to himſelf ; to lead us to a conſtant dependence 
on fls infimite wiſdom; and to difpoſe us to hearken 
to his voice, which calls us to ariſe, and to come to 
him in every hour of doubt and perpiexity. He wilt 
then guide us with his eye ſet upon us; he will con- 


duct us in the ways of peace, and make all things 


work together for our good. 
He will alſo “ ſupport” his people in time 
of need. Our dependence on earthly friends, for 
ſenſible comfort is often great. Children look to the 
opening hand of their parents; domeſtics expect to 
receive daily ſupplies from their maſters; and the 
ple df God, in his ordinances, attend on the mini- 
rations of the ſervants of Chriſt for that nouriſh- 
ment, which is neceſſary to refreſh and ſupport their 
ſouls Converſant ſo much with ſenſible objects, we 
are apt to forget that all theſe are only inſtruments in 


bodies, and the bread of life for our ſouls, are the 
| no of God, who openeth his hand liberally, and 


ſupplieth the wants of all his creatures. Do we not then 


underſtand the language of afflictive diſpenſations, by 
which we are deprived of ſenſible ſupports? Are we 


not taught by theſe our ſole dependence on Ggd him- 


ſelſ ; on his promiſes ; his gracious preſence z and 
the rich ſpiritual conſolations of the goſpel ? ver 
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he ſays, © I will be witk you,“ he aſſures us that he 
is our ſhepherd ;- that he will lead us into green 
tures ; that he will reſtore our ſouls, and comfort us 
with - nouriſhment ſuited to every time of need. 
Again, „ „„ 

He will „ defend” us in the midſt, of danger. 
When he promiſes that his preſence ſhall be with us, 
we need not fear though: the whole world ſhould riſe 
up againſt us. No arm of fleſh can ſhield like his At 
mighty arm. This was David's buckler and defence. 
This was the rejoicing of his heart, when he could 
ſay : “ Though an hoſt ſhould encamp 1 me, 
« my heart ſhall not fear; though war ſhould riſe 
« againſt: me, in this will I be confident—for in the 
« time of trouble, he ſhall hide me in his pavilion ; in 
e the ſecret” of his tabernacle he ſhall hide me; he 
e (hall ſer:me on a rock.” What would the preſence 
of Jacob; of Moſes, or of Joſhua have availed the an- 
cient Iſraelites, if the Lord had not been among them); 
they would have fallen an eaſy prey to their enemies. 
And when theſe eminent ſervants were removed 
from them, they were equally ſafe; as long as they | 
enjoyed the preſence of God; their guide; and guar» 
dian, and protector. unf tet 

Think then on the grace and goodheſs, the value 
andi ectent of this comfortable promiſe: *I will be 
with you,“ to guide, to ſupport, and defend you. 
Let this conſideration conſole your diſtreſſed and ſor- 


rowing minds, under every aMlitive diſpenfition of 


providence: To complete your feheity, you ate called 
to extend your views to a better world than the þ 
ſent. The protniſe is not capfined to younpilgri- 


mage here below;- It would have been ſmalligom- | 


fort to the Iſraelites, if, after they had been gad, 
and ſupported, and deferided in the wilderneſs, they 


had ſtopped ſhort at the banks of Jordan; ande never 


entered into the promiſed land. But the laſt r of. 
the promiſe is equally certain as the firſt; -- . 
2. * God ſhall bring you again unto the land &. 
* your fathers.” n of ſenſible con ſorti ; 
1 e 3 | <ch3-* 
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through the dark valley, and will give you to trum 
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the loſs of dear friends; the death of the eminent 
fervants of Chriſt ; all combine to fix our attention 
on this promiſe; to impreſs our minds with a ſenſe 
of its high value; and to teach us to live and act un- 
der the powers of the world to come. If the enjo 
ments of this preſent life were to ſmile continually 
upon us; if external comforts were to flow with an 
uniform, unabating ſtream ; if domeſtic ſcenes were 
always brightened with the ſunſhine of proſperity; 
and if the miniſters of Chriſt, were to abide conſtantly 
with us; we would forget our intereſt in that better 
world; we would be apt to ſay with Peter: * It is 
good for us to be here.” But when the clouds oſ 
adverſity darken the proſpect; when we are called 
to mourn the heavy loſs of a boſom friend, or of 2 
faithful paſtor; when we drop the ſorrowing tear 
over their remains; we then Jook, and long for that 


happy land, where there is no ſin, or affliction; 


where no loſs ſhall ever bedew our eyes ; where we 
ſhall not ſtand in need of theſe external comforts for 


our ſelicity, and conſequently ſhall feel no pain from 
the dread of loſing them. In this view, is not the 


promiſe full of the richeſt comfort, © and I will bring 
you again unto the land of your fathers?” Does not 


this animate you wheñ ready to faint by the, way; 


does not this cheer your ſpirits-when depreſſed with 
difficulties 3 does not this inſpire you with fortitude 
to go on through the wilderneſs, and to perſevere in 
the path that leads to eternal glory? | 
Tou ſhall be brought at laſt to the promiſed land. 
In a little you ſhall come to the end of your journey. 
And when you ſep into the waters of Jordan; and 
bid an everlaſting adieu to all the ſcenes of mortality, 
you ſhall then fee] the peculiar ſweetneſs of the pro» 
miſe. This ſhall be your rod and ſtaff to comfort and 
ſupport you at the hour of death; this will carry you 


in your laſt moments: „O death! Where ie 
*« ſting? O grave! Where is thy victory? Thanks 


uA be to God who giveth us the victory.“ 2 


— 
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ſhall know the full o—_ of — 1 75 
« My-preſence ſhall go with you, will 
« re , You ſhall — — — of bliſs, 
which Jeſus is preparing for all his followers. You 
r labours; you ſhall ſee the 
good land ; you ſhall eat of the tree of life, and drink 
eep of pure and copious ſtreams of unmingled 
felicity, that Gow from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb. While, therefore, you are taught, by afflictive 
events, that here you have no continuing city, are you 
not looking for one that is to come -a city that hath 
ſoundations, whoſe builder and maker is Godz confeſ- 
ſing yourſelves pilgrims and ſtrangers on earth, and un- 
remitting in your preparations for the heavenlyCanaan, 
where you ſhall forever reſt in the favour and Jove of 
God; who hath guided you by his counſel; who hath: 
ſupported you by his grace; and protected you by his 
Almight power from all your foes : for there remains 
eth a a or the people ot God, which he ſhall 


on all his faithful ſervants?. . 


And have we not good reaſon to hope, that your late 
worthy paſtor now enjoys the fulſilment of this pro- 
miſe in all its extent that God hath brought him to 
the land of eternal reſt ? After his labours in the vinc- 
yard, we truſt that he hath now entered into his maſter's 
joy; and that inſtead of meeting with you, this day, as 
he once hoped at a communion table here below *, 
is now affociated with theranſomed in glory,atatableof 


unmingled joys, in the ſanctuary above. I knyw not, 


my brethren, if I (hall be able to dwell long on this part 


of my ſubject. I wiſh to be ſhort; but the intimate 
friendſhip that ſubſiſted between him and me 3 the | 


reſpect I have for his memory; and the great | 
which many, if not the whole of this con 


bore to him; with other peculiar circumſtances; 
ings... 
CR. 


would induce me to ſiy more than my toe] 


* The Lord's Supper was intimated to. be diſpenſed at Oise 
ee 


on the day this Sermon was preached 
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In his public character, as a miniſter and ſervant of 
Jeſus Chriſt, we may, in truth, ſay, he was a burning 
and ſhining light.“ God had conferred upon him 


__ giſtiyguithed talents, which he, with wiltingneſs and 
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alacrity, employed in the ſervice of his maſter, for the 
divine glory, and the ſalvation of the ſouls of men; 
He was well acquainted with the ſacred' writings ; 
with thoſe precious truths which the- Spirit of God 
has revealed, as pointing out the only way to Jeſus 
Chriſt. His diſcourſes were vigorous-and animated; 
ſhewing at once, that lle was no ſtranger to the 
human heart, and that he knew How to adapt himſelf 
to the various caſes of his hearers.. Anxious for the 
glory and honour of the Chriftian cauſe; he taught you 
how to unite principle with practice; enforcing the 
duties of a religious character, by arguments deduced 
from che love of God, and the Savionr. He excelled 
in dwelling on à ſentiment, by repreſenting it in 
various views, on purpoſe that the ſloweſt hearer might 
underſtand and feel its energy and importance: 
You, of this congregation, have had a proof of his 
miniſtry, and can teſtify that he was a workman who 
needed not to be aſhamed. -—- 

; God, in his adorable providence, whoſediſpenſations 
are dark and intricate to our apprehenſions, ſawmeet to 


| ſhorten his life among you; and to call him away in 


the midſt of his days; and almoſt at the commence- 
ment of his paſtoral labours in this congregation. 
Five years have not yet elapſed, ſince Thad the hap- 
pineſs of giving him a charge e you ſouls, 
and ef addreſſing myſelf to you on that pleaſing 
occaſion . That charge he hath amply fulfilled ac- 
cording to the grace given unto him, and he is now 


gone to give his account before a higher tribunal than 


any on earth: and, as to himſelfwebelieve he has given 


his ſolemn account with joy. | 


Tou all know that he did not eſpouſe the cauſe of 
e£)igion with indifference ; you will unite with me ii 


he Author of the above Sermon preſided, and preached at bis 
© acmiſſion to his charge at Ochiltre*, on the 14, of December 1786 
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ſaying that his zeal was ardent, and his attachment 
to the truth unſhaken and invariable. His affeQtions 
were warm; he felt the power of religious principle 
ſtrong in his own heart, and he wiſhed every perſon 
might feel it alſo. He was the moſt candid and 
honeſt I ever had the happineſs to know. He was 
ſwayed by no finiſter motive; free from the ſpirit of 
party; he ſpoke what he thought, without the fear 
or dread of human cenſure. With manly, with 
Chriſtian fortitude he roſe ſuperior to the reproaches 
of an unbelieving world. Perhaps few, in this age, 
endured more of theſe reproaches than he did; but 
from my intimate acquaintance with him, I can nw 
{ay, that perhaps no perſon felt them ſo little. On his 
brave mind they reſted not for a moment. To this 
part of his character may, in ſome meaſure, be applied 
what a noble lord ſaid, when our great reſormer, John 
Knox, was laid in the duſt. © Here,” he exclaimed, «are 
« depoſtted the remains of a ſervant of Chriſt, who 
5 never feared the face of man.” | 

Need I enlarge on the affection to you which be 
diſcovered in other branches of his miniſterial la» 
hours? You are witneſſes, and God alſo, with what 
ſolicitude and concern he . ſought the ſalvation of 
every ſoul committed to his charge. Inſtant in ſea», 
ſon, and out of ſeaſon; going t from houſe to 
houſe, inſtructing and teaching the doQrines of the 
kingdom. You all know with what energy in private, 
as well as in pore, he wiſhed to carry home convice 
tion to every heart. The indiſpoſition of his body; 
under which he more or leſs laboured, ever ſince he 
came among us, unfitted him at times for the full 
diſcharge of his miniſterial duties. But I have reaſhn 
to believe that he often did more than his 
could well permit. The very laſt time he ſtood i 


1 2 
this place was an exertion that accelerated the ha 


greſs of his complaints. During his laſt i 

expreſſed a peculiar concern for you. | He way re& 
ſigned to the will of God, and if he had a wiſhto livez, 

it was for you that he might {till ſpend — 
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in the work of the goſpel. For ſome conſiderable 


time he entettained hopes of recovery 3 but his dif. 


eaſe baffled all the power of medicine. With ſeem» 
ingly little pain he fell aſſeep, and is now gone to a hap» 
pier world. Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
« upright, for the latter end of that man is peace.” 


By this ſevere diſpenſation God is ſpeaking in very 
loud language to every one of this congregation. He, 
who miniſtered to you in holy things,taught you how 
to live; and by his death a moſt powerful leſſon is 
afforded you how to die. The words he ſpoke to 
ou, as they were the words of eternal life, ſhall not 
lot. . Againſt the finally impenitent the goſpel he 

ſt day. 
On this folemn occaſion, I charge every one of irq 
as you value your precious ſouls, not to meet him at 


that day, but on the right hand of the approving 


Judge. Many of you I hope will long remember his 
diſcourſes; for though he be dead, yet he (till ſpeaks 
to you. With what affection and tranſport ſhall he 
meet with ſuch of you as belong to Jeſug—with 
heart-felt- joy preſenting you to his maſter, ſaying: 
* Behold here am I, and the children thou gaveſt me.” 
It will indeed be a happy day, when you 4hall be 
brought to the land of eternal reſt that remains for 
the people of God. He hath entered into the joy of 
his Lord; follow after him as far as he followed Chriſt; 
and account in this view his pattern, as well as his pre- 
cept, worthy your conſtant and daily regard. Ow his 


Heart. we may well ſuppoſe he bore your beſt intereſts 


in his laſt Yineſs ; and if, in the concluding moments 


- of his exiſtence on earth, he had been favoured with 
tecollection and the power of utterance, we doubt not 


but he would have expreſſed himſelf, with reſpect to 
thofe among you who fear the Lord, in the words of 


bur text—**. Behold, I die; but God ſhall be with yon, 
andi bting you again into the land promi ſed to the 


« fathers. 4% f el fo 265 
- Improve the ſubject of this day's diſcourſe in the 


P 
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ſtory ſcene of things: You have ſeen how a child of 
God can welcome death with ſatisfaction and delight 


ture; though there be ſomething in it the moſt ſo- 
lemn and impreſſive that can engage the human mind; 
yet to thoſe who believe in Jeſus death is moſt wel- 
come. Deeply ſenſible of the juſt de merit of fin, and 
of the alarming ' threateffings of the divine law, 


7 T PS 


come; for unleſs you be reconciled to Gady 
juſtified through the obedience and righteoufneſs of 
your Surety, you will never contemplate death with 
ſatisfaftion and delight. In all the means of grace, 


cern ; for they who are aſſimilated unto the divine 
image ſhall triumph over death and every enemy. 
They ſhalt ſee God as he is, and be like him in glory. 
While engaged in the common concerns of life, your 


tance reſerved for the ſons of God. In the hleſſed 
hope of a glorious reſurrection through your - 
mighty Saviour, you will look and long for his ſecond 
ſalvation. | — | 


removes by death his eminent and uſeful ſervants, he 


ces. B-ware of indulging yourſelves in any known 
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certain ptoſpecl of your o] departure from this ans 


Though this be an event awful and alarming to na- 


you will ſeek to be delivered from the wrath that is to 
and 


and ordinances of divine appointment, let the ſanctiſi- 
cation of your ſouls be one capital object of your con- 


thoughts will riſe above the world, and you ſhall 
dwell with ardent deſires on that everlaſting inheri-- 


coming, when he ſhall- appear, without fin, unto 
4s = * ö 


will not take his preſence from his people. If o >: 
belong to that happy number, he will be with yan 28 5 
your God to guide, to ſupport and defend you, aad 

hall at Jaft bring zou to the heavenly Canaan. Be* \ 
inireated to walk worthy of ſuch diſtinguiſhed mer- 


From the latte part of the ſubject, you ſee the fe- XA 
licity of the red&gmed of the Lord. Though God, 
in his providenas, often myſterious in its diſpenſations, | 1 


ſin; for this alone can ſeparate between God and your” if 148 
fouls, and hide from you the ſmiles of his caume- : 
nance. You may mourn the loſs you ſuſtain by the. 

| death 


| 
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death of departed friends, but your God ſhall fully 
compenſate every loſs. 40 Fear not, for he is your 
&« ſhield, and exceeding great reward.” Under 3 
deep ſenſe of the little improvement you have made 
of the means of grace, rather mourn Fon your remiſs. 
neſs, indifference, and numerous backfhidings ; and 
earneſtly pray that Gog would not in his anger de- 
prive you of the bread of life, and of his Spirit in his 
ordinances. Intreat hin, to ſend you a paſtor at» 
cording to his own heart, who ſhall feed you with 
knowledge and underſtanding; and be the happy 
mean, under the divine bleſſing, of faving many ſouls 
in this congregation. Br” 
As for thoſe among you who have derived little e 
no benefit from the labdurs of your late paſtor, you 
may regard the pfefeht diſpenſation as an awful 
judgement ; and an awful judgement it certainly is, 
if you remain inſenſible to the voice of this provis 
dence! O! think how many prayers he offered up 
| for you; how many exhortations he communicated 
' how many warnings he. gave you! And can your 
| hearts ſtill remain hardened ? May we not hope that 
| 
| 
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they now feel the livelieſt impreſſions of death and 
eternity, and of all the doctrines of the goſpel you 
have heard. Let not theſe impreſſions be effaced by 
the returning cares of the world. Conſider that 
death is faſt approaching, and that “ now is the gc- 
te cepted time; this is the day ef*thlvation. Tum 
to your ſtrongholds while priſoneg of hope. Seek 
© the Lord while he is to be ſound, am call upon him, 
« while he is near;” ſo ſhall his preſence go with von, 
and he ſhall at laſt give you reſt with all his peoplein 
ne happy land promiſed in the New Covmant? 
Now, unto him who is able to keep yau from 
«* falling, and to preſent you faultleſs bEfore the pre- 
*« ſence of his glory, with exceeding joy to the only 
ce wiſe God out Saviour, be glory, and majeſty; domi- 
: ion, and re now and cver.“ Amen. | 
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